
+ Beckwith •ercantile Co.
+ ST. IGNATIUS, MONTANA

+, We Carry Everything
for the Homesteader

+ Lumber, uilding Material, Hardware, Barbed 4

" Wire, Fencing, Wagons, Buggies, Pumps, Gro- +
+ ceries, Grain, Feed, Provisions, Clothing, Dry 4

+ Goods, Footwear, etc. **.0+*****,

LUMBER
Yards at Ronan, Ravalli, St. Ignatius

4+ Complete stock of everything in the
builders' line. See us before buying. 4.

4 We can sell cheapest, because we ship in carloads and have the shortest haul 4
4+ 4
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ROSEGG BROS.
CONTRACTORS AND BUILDERS

Ronan, Montana
We will build for you in town or country. Good work cheap, and quickly

done. Will put up houses in any size or style and will be glad to give you our
figures. Post office address, Ronan, Montana.

A. M. STERLING, President Abstracts
D. N. MASON, Secretary List Your Land or Lots With racts
JAMES D. COWGILL, Vice-P
JOHN P. SWEE, Treasurer Us for a Quick Sale Bonds

Insurance
THE We issue Executors, Administrators,

Flathead Land Guardians, and all kinds of Bonds Lands

Co. Lots and
Also represent some of the

(Incorporated) Best Fire Insurance Companies Town

RONAN, MONT. In the U. 8, Property
i- m

Notice for Publication
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct.
9, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
John Frank Scearce of Sloan, Montana,
who on May 20, 1910, made Hd. No.
02170, for NWj Sec. 20, Twp. 20
N., R. 21 W. M. M., has filed notice
of intention to make final commutation
proof to establish claim to the land
above described, before Coker F. Rath-
bone, a U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan,
Montana, on the 18th day of Nov.
1911. Claimant names as witnesses:
William P.. Stillman and Allen Sloan,
of Sloan, Montana, and Stanley Scearce
and Albert M. Thornburgh, of Ronan,
Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
oct 13-nov 10 Register.

Notice for Publication.
(Non coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct.
9, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
William S. Spencer of Ronan, Mon-
tana, who on May 27, 1910, made Hd.
No. 02311, for Unit B, NW NE
section 17, township 21 N., range 20 W.,
M. meridian, has filed notice of inten-
tion to make final commutation proof,
to establish claim to the land above de-
scribed, before Coker F. Rathbone, a
U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan, Mon-
tana, on the 18th day of Nov. 1911.
Claimant names as witnesses: Mrs.
Belle Schoonover, Miss Ethel Miller,
Ara L. Miller and Ira E. Barnes, all of
Ronan, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
oct 13-nov 10 Register.

Notice for Publication.
,Non-coal land.

Department of the Interior,U.S.Land
Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct. 9.
1911.-Notice is hereby given that
Harriette P. Geiger, of Dixon, Mon,
tana, who, on June 11, 1910, made Hd.
number 02436, for Unit D, lot 4, Sec. 6,
T, 19 N., R. 21 W. M. M. has filed notice of
intention to make final commutation
proof, to establish claim to the land
above described, before Coker F. Rath-
bone, a U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan,
Montana, on the 18th day of Nov. 1911.
Claimant names as witnesses: Albert
McAenfy, Mrs. J. H. Pritchard and
James H. Schoonover, all of Ronan.
Montana. JOSIAH SHULL,
Oct. 13-Nov.10 Register.

Notice for Publication.
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U.S. Land
Office Missoula, Montana, Oct. 9, 1911.
-Notice is hereby given that Ella M.
McDonald, of Ronan, Mont. who, on
May. 26, 1910, made Hd. No. 02297, for
Unt E, SE NE See 9, twp. 21 N., R.
20 west, Montana meridian, has filed
notice of intention to make final com-
mutation proof, to establish claim to
the land above described, before Coker
F. Rathbone, a U. S. Commissioner, at
Ronan, Montana, on the 18th day of
November, 1911. Claimant names as
witnesses: Miss Myrtle Irwin, Chris
Vandenburg, J. D. Van Liew and Will-

.am Engle, all of Ronan, Montana.
.,Q t i8-nov 0 JosIAH SHULL,
... 8-nov10 Register.

Notice for Publication.
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Sept
25, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
Frank H. Rogers, of Ronan, Montana,
who, on May 12, 1910, made Hd. No.
02012, for Unit A, E% NE, sec. 21, T.
21 N. R. 20 W. M. M., has filed notice
of intention to make final commutation
proof, to establish claim to the land
above described, before Coker F. Rath-
bone, a U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan,
Montana, on the 13th day of Nov.,
1911. Claimant names as Witnesses:
W. V. Windus, B. D. Leibel, Philip
Parcell and;A. Burquist, all of Ro-
nan, Montana. JOSIAH SHULL,
sept 29-oct 27 Register.

Notice for Publication
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Sept
25, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
Henry Roy, of Ronan, Montana, who
on May 25, 1910, made Hd. No. 02277,
for Unit F, E3 SW, Sec. 9, T: 20 N., R.
21 W. M. M., has filed notice of inteni-
tion to make final commutation proof,
to establish claim to the land above de-
scribed, before Coker F. Rathbone, a
U.S. Commissioner, at Ronan, Montana,
on the 13th day of Nov., 1911. Claimant
names as witnesses: W. H. Reichard,
Clarence Reichard, B. T. Murray and
Julius Rinke, all of Ronan, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
sept 29-oct 27 Register.

Notice for Publication.
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U.S.Land
Office at Missoula,Montana, Aug 14, 1911
-Notice is hereby given that Harry
Boyd, of Ronan, Montana, who, on
May 10, 1910, made Hd. No. 02049,
for Unit C, EX NW sec. 21, township
21 N. range 20 W. M. M., has filed
notice of intention to make final com-
mutation proof, to establish claim to
the land above described, before Coker
F. Rathbone, a U. S. Commissioner, at
Ronbn, Montana, on the 2nd day of
Nov., 1911. Claimant names as wit-
nesses: W. V. Wifidus, HenryTroendle
James Farrow and Andrew Eck, all of
Ronan, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
sept 22-oct 27 Register.

Notice for Publication.
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Sept
18, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
Peter Gritz, of Ronan, Montana,
who, on May 21, 1910, made Hd.
No. 02183, for Unit B, SE NW, See. 30
T. 20 N.R. 20 W. M, M,, has filed nb-
tice of intention to make final commu-
tationproof to establish claim to the land
above described, before Coker F. Rath-
bone, a U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan,
Montana, on the 24th day of Nov.,
1911. Claimant names as witnesses:
L. B. Manning, H. Beiber, James Mc-
Connell and J. A. McGeorge, all of
Ronan, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
sept 22-oct 20 Register.

The Big Store now has a lumber yard
at the rear of the store. You are in-
vited to insemet thi stock .andd getestimates.'--• main~ofltce.

SCEARCE
Auto Stage Line

Patronize the line with head-
quarters in Ronan.

Two cars-the Big 6-Pierce and
the Big Sightseer, give daily ser-
vice between Ronan and Ravalli
and Ronan and Poison.

NOTICE
Prices for Cleaning and Pressing:

Cleaning Dry Clean-
ARTICLE PRESSING and ing and

Pressing Pressing
Suit-..-.-..--- $100-o...... 1-50•...... - $200
Overcoat-....... 100 ...... 10........ 200
Pair Pants..... 25• ..... 50 ....... - 75
Ladies Coat .... 100 I..... 160....... ̂26

Suit .... 100 ...... 200 ....... 800
S Skirt ... 100 ...... 150 ....... 150

Waist:, 2- ......---........ 75
Drcss .....---------.. 75 ..... 100 ...... 20
Gent's Fancy Vest .......................... 50

TERMS CASH
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

RONAN TAILORING CO.

Ronan Cafe
New location
New furnishings
Everything first-class

Single Meals 35 Cents
SHORT ORDERS

Fresh bread and pastry of all kinds.

CHARLES DORRIS.

JOHN SING

LAUNDRY
First-class work
Reasonable prices

This laundry is now in operation
east of Reservation Lumber Co.

Custom Work Solicited
RONAN, MONT.

POLSON
House Furnishing

CO.
Undertakers, Embalmers

Modem Parlors for Funer-
als in Poison.

M. J. BENEDICT, Ronan Rep.

THE

First National Bank
of Missoula, Mont.

CAPITAL and SURPLUS - $400,000.00
EXCELLENT FACILITIES

OFFICERS:
E. S Lusk - - - Presdent
Frank . Elmore - - Vice Presaent
SA. Newlon, - - - Caller

larvey S. olt, . - - Asst. Clljer

Notice for Publication.
Non- abed;. '

Department of the Interior,U.S.Land
Office at Missoula, Montana, Seiitdhyg tr
1911.-N'otice is hereby given that
Frazer Jenkins, of Ronan "mtana,
who, on May 81 1910, inadHe d.,hnsber
02347, for E SE seetibn i , 'twp.
19 n, range 20 w, M; M., has filednotice
of intention to make final commutation
proof, to establish claim to the land
above described, before Register and
Receiver, at Missoula, Montana, on the
80th day of Oct. 1911. Claimant names
as witnesses: David Stiritz, Joseph
Meingassner, Robert Bennett, Charles
Hogan, Anton Sukovsky, all of Ronan,
Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
sept 15-oct 20 Register.

Notice for Publication:
(Non-coal land)

Departmentof the Interior,U.S.Land
Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct. 3,
1911. -Notice is hereby given that John
Petterson, of Ronan, Montana, who, on
May 23, 1910, made Hd. No. 02208 for
Unit B, lot 4, sec. 4, T. 19N. R. 20 W. M.
meridian, has filed notice of intention
to make final commutation proof, to es-
tablish claim to the land above describ-
ed, before Coker F. Rathbone, a U. S.
Commissioner, at Ronan, Montana, on
the 20th day of November, 1911. Claim-
ant names as witnesses: W. D. Har-
ris, James T. McConnell, H. E. Wright,
Frank Carrington, all of Ronan, Mon-
tana. JOSIAH SHULL,
oct 6 nov 3 Register.

Notice for Publication
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct.
4, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
Ernest C. Badger, of Ronan, Montana,
who on May 1910, made Hd. No.
02068, for Unit B, nw ne, ne nw Sec. 18,
T. 19 N. R. 20 W. M. M., has filed notice
of intention to make final commutation
proof to establish claim to the land
above described, before Coker F. Rath-
bone, a U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan,
Montana, on the 6th day of November,
1911. Claimant names as witnesses:
W. D. Harris, Henry Hilt, of St. Ig-
natius, Montana, R. A. Calkins, len
Webb, of Dixon, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
oct 6 nov 3 Register.

Notice for Publication
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct.
3, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
William J. Collins, of St. Ignatius,
Montana, who on Sept. 9 1910, made
Hd. No 02514 for Unit A, AW SE, Sec.
33, T. 19, N., R. 20 W. M. M., has filed
notice of intention to make final commu-
tation proof to establish claim to the land
above described, before Coker F. Rath-
bone, a U. S. Commissioner, at Ronan,
Montana, on the 20th day of November,
1911. Claimant names as witnesses.
Thomas Payne, Robert Teahan, George
H. Beckwith, William Courtois, all of
St. Ignatius, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
oct 6 nov 3 Register.

Notice for Publication.'
Non-coal land.

Department of the Interior, U.S.Land
Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct. 16,
1911.--Notice is hereby given that
Charles H. Canright, of Dixon, Mon-
tana, who, on Sept. 16 1910, made Hd.
02529, for Unit M, SW SW Sec. 32, T.
20 N, R. 21 W. M. M,, has filed notice
of intention to make final commutation
proof, to establish claim to the land
above described, before G. E. White-
man, a U. S. commissioner, at Dixon,
Montana, on the 27th.day of November,
1911. Claimant names as witnesses:
Albert McCauley, Royal C. Brown,
James Pritchard, Edward W. Reinhart,
all of Dixon, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
oct20-nov17 Register.

Notice for Publication.
Non-coal land.

Department of the Interior, U.S. Land
Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct. 16,
1911.-Notice is hereby given that Ole
C. Lee, of Ronan, Montana, who, on
June 5, 1910, made Hd. No. 02393, for
Unit A., NV NW SW, Sec. 13, T. 20
N., R. 20 W.M.M. filed notice of inten-
tion to make final commutation proof,
to establish claim to the land above
described, before Coker F. Rathbone, a
U.S. commissioner, at Ronan, Montana,
on the 27th, day of Nov. 1911. Claimant
names as witnesses: Iver M. Brandjord,
George E. Broughton, George Williams,
Fred T. Potvin all of Ronan, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
oct20-novl7 Register.

Notice for Publication
(Non-coal land)

Department of the Interior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct.
16, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
Gottfrid Walman, of Ronan, Montana,
who on May 16, 1910, made Hd. No.
02058, for Unit C., W% NE, NE
NW lot 8, Sec. 35 T. 20 N., R. 20
W. M. M., has filed notice of inten-
tion to make final commutation proof,
to establish claim to the land above de-
scribed, before Coker F. Rathbone, a U.
S. Commissioner, at Ronan, Montana,
on the 27th, day of Nov, 1911. Claim-
ant names as witnesses: George E.
Griffin, Joseph E. Meingassner, John
Dwight Tredway, Ben Jacobs, all of
Ronan, Montana.

JOSIAH SHULL,
octl7-nov20 Register.

Notice for Publication
(Non-coal land)

Department of thejInterior, U. S.
Land Office at Missoula, Montana, Oct.
16, 1911. Notice is hereby given that
Walter V. Windus, of Ronan, Montana,
who on May 13, 1910, made Hd. No.
02022, for Unit A, N• NE Sec. 28,
T, 21 N., R. 20 W. M. M., has filed
notice of intention to make final com-
mutation proof to establish claim to the
land above described, before Coker F.
Rathbone, a U. S.Commissioner, at Ro-
nan, Montana, on the 27st day of Nov,
1911. Claimant names as witnesses:
Joseph Houle, Benson Evans, Frank H.
Rogers, Stanley-Scearce, all of Ronan.
Montana. JOSIAH SHULL,
oct20-nov17 Register.

Place your orders for nursery
stock with the Montana Nursery
Company of Billings. Largest and
leading nursery, in the Rocky
mountain region, with packing

d shipping facilities tun-

**THE 51 CAS SRY

Only One Permitted to Re- Taking Sailors' Bones From
main Incognito by In. Mud Incased Wreck

quiry Board. Goes On.
•N•I••HkIWNMH•HI ~ * .... ~ , *66aP4*&ahha&A4)41)e

ITH each. new ton of mud
pumped, from the mystery
laden wreck of the United
S t a t es battleship 'Maine,

down in the harbor of Havana, mem-
ories of the historic disaster are re-
vived-memories of strange happenings
that preceded and followed the explo-
sion which precipitated the 'war with
Spain in 189$. The public has never
lost interest in this greatest puzzle of
the half century. Itf General William
H. Bixby, chief of engineers, is correct
in his recent guess that the solution of
the cause never would be forthcoming,
it is safe to say that the unsatisfied
curiosity of the generation will be re-
flected in scores of additional historic
dissertations, more or less accurate,
upon the dual explosion that sank the
warship., General Bixby, by the way,
has not said whether his opinion is
changed because of more recent indi-
cations that a part of the Maine's keel
was blown upward by an exterior ex-
plosion.

Among the queerest echoes from the
naval board inquiry held on a" light-
house tender just afters the disaster,
none presents a better field for the in-
quisitive than the story of the name-
less witness.

Every other person who testified at
that investigation was required to give
his name and station and answer de-
tailed questions as to his capability.
The nameless witness, who appeared
at the fifth day's session on Feb. 25,
was permitted by consent of the judges
to remain incognito. This entry appears
in the minutes of the proceedings:

"A witness then appeared before the
court, whose name and address are
suppressed by agreement with the wit-
ness that his identity should not be
revealed, and was sworn by the presi-
dent, through the interpreter."

The Stranger Interrogated.
Questioning this witness, who appar-

ently was a foreigner, presumably a
Spaniard or Cuban, the judge advo-
cate said:

"I have heard that on: Tuesday morn-
ing you overheard a certain conversa-
tion on a ferryboat which referred to
the possible sinking of the Maine."

Through the interpreter the witness
said that on the morning of the 15th,
or about fourteen hours before the ex-
plosion, he had been crossing from
Havana to iteglas. He noticed a
group of Spanish officers-two army
men, one of the navy-talking to a
stout civilian. One officer said, "That
is nearly arranged." The citizen
asked, "Will not making explosions in
the bay run great risk to the city of
Havana?" The ofqcer replied in the
negative, adding that the vessel "will
sink immediately." Thereupon the
citizen seemed overjoyed. "I will take
plenty of beer on that occasion," said
he.

The witness insisted upon the ac-
curacy of his story, but did not know
the names of the officers. One seemed
to be a lieutenant; another was of rank
at least as high as major and wore a
belt indicating that he was on a gen-
eral's staff. The citizen wore a big
diamond ring. Portions of the steno-
graphic minutes are as follows:

"What object did you have in in-
forming the consul general of this
conversation?"

How He Happened to Tell.
"He was talking with a' friend in

the Cafe St. Nicholas after this occuir-
rence,"

' replied .the: interpreter, sum-
marizing the witness' answer, "and he
told him all the conversation he had
heard. The friend told him, 'Why
don't you go and say something about
this to the consulate?' He said he
was afraid- to say anything about it;
that he would get himself into trouble.
The friend said, 'I will go and inquire
from some of these newspapers and
see if there is any danger in it.' The
friend went and inquired and said
there would be no danger whatever.,
and he then determined to tell the
consul."

"Did you go to the consul at. all?"
"No, sir."
".Wat was the name of the friend

you spoke to?"
"He says he.will find out the name;

that he is one of these friends whom
you know without knowing who they
are," replied the interpreter. "He will
fnd out the name. He sees him every
day."

"Is he a Spaniard?"
"He is a Cuban."
"The witness then withdrew." ac-

cording to the record, "after .belng
cautioned by the president, through the
interpreter, not to converse about mat-
ters pertaining to. the inquiry and
after saying that it was not to his
Interest to converse with anybody
about it."

Many False Trails.
The testimony of the nameless wit.

Dess was but one of many pointers to-
ward the trails that yielded nothing
definite. That the naval court decided
the. exploslo to have been caused by
pa ubiearia :•inewas. due to the tes-
timony of experts regarding the ves
ets olo'ndition ,prior to the blast, the
-eclleptr, .4piine.on board. the care-
fuel 4i1eeo211O:t f4lieo aagpelins apdi
tbi i . uut 4ae p.

plosion in either magazines or coal
baunkers.

It is generally believed that the out-
side explosion, if there was one, caused
a magazine to burst inside, but pre-
valling opinion in this country has
been consistently in favor of the out-
side mine theory, though It is-ndmitted
that such a mine might have been laid
by Cubans as' likely as by Spaniards.
Perhaps, however. General BIxby is
correct in prophesying that "the pri-
mary cause will never he learned."
He has repeated his belief several
times after noting the tangled state of
the wreckage as It was gradually ex-
posed inside the eliptical bowl of steel
pilings. Yet even the general is not
yet in a position to speak finally. The
pumping is still Incomplete, and the
secret may be bared when more of the
harbor mud is lifted away from the
shattered hulk.

As the chief basis for the exterior
mine theory is the opinion of officers
who were attached to the Maine, their
stories of conditions aboard are being
recalled by old navy men. most of
whom have read the te:-timony and re-
read it many times.

Captain Sigsbee testified that he had
never permitted any. loose powder to
be kept in the magazines and that it
was all stowed, so far as he knew. in
the usual air tight and water tight cyl-
Inders, each containing one charge. He
asserted, too, that the coal bunkers ad-
joining the magazines were well ven-
tilated, had been examined regularly
and were connected electrically to the
annunciator near his cabin door. His
confidence In the safe conditions of the
vessel was reflected by the other ofll-
cers. -

Present State of the Wreck,
The latest dispatches from the scene

of the wreck -eemed to uphold the
original belief. Inl the mass of twisted
metal was found recently a curved
piece of steel. Engineers say it is
probably a portion of the fat keel of
the Maine, and la'erguson, the naval
constructor in charge of the examina-
tion, says that adjacent plates and
beams are undoubtedly from the vicin-
ity of the keel.

Practically all the water has been
pumped out of the cofferdam, so that
the wreck iticased only its mud.
with dots of remaining water here and
there. The bow structure is mostly
exposed. lExamination of the uncover-
ed plates, beams and ribs has Indl-
cated that they belonged to the struc-
ture of the double bottom, which is
elevated to a height of forty feet above
the normal position, apparently adding
confirmation to the theory of a tre-
mendous exterior explosion. But Gen-
eral Bixby may yet be right in his
forecast. So confused is the wreckage
that the indications of a Spanish or
Cuban crime are not to be accepted in
haste.

The. Search For Bodies.
Besides having the object of solving

the puzzle of the explosion, the gov-
ernment is raising the Maine in the
hope of recovering bodies of sailors
who went down with the ship. A few
skeletons and loose bones have been
found thus far.

Prior to July 20 it was figured that
the, bones picked out of the wreckage
represented four or more bodies. On
that day more bones, all fire scorched,
were found near the overturned con-
plng tower. The men who died in that
yicinity probably were sleeping at the
time of the explosion in hammocks
suspended from the ceiling of the for.
ward berth deck. This deck was fold-
ed back by the blast until its ruins
lay over the central superstructure,
fifty feet aft of its original position.

On July 22 the bones of six or seven
additional bodies were found beneath
the wreckage on the centriFsuper-
structure. They were heaped together,
and not one was intact. There, too.
are probably the remains of sailors
who slept on deck that hot night. The
forward part of the ship was heaved
up and fell upon them as they lay
Later, when the searchers reach the
deeper sections of the vessel, whole
skeletons. may be found and possibly
elothing or trinkets which may give
clews to names. Four skeletons were
taken on Juily 24 and another on July
27 from the berth deck. On Aug.
I were found the bones of Assistant
Engineer Merritt. and they wered denti.
fled by a portion of an oficer's cap
and uniform ant a fountain pen. 'The
other sets of bones were found at the
same time. The total finds thus far
have been sixteen. About fifty-five bod-
iea are yet to be traced.

The raising has proceeded far enough
to, show that the Maine's after bulk-
head is practically uninjured. The
question of building a bulkhead and
floating out the stern section is still
under discussion, but the engineers
hesitate on account of the corroded
condition of the deck beams and other
straetqral members not protected by
overlying mud. There is no doubt
that the removal of the other portions
of the .ship is. only possible by dI-
section. ' ~lit•ini•i the' work., coigresq
will be, asked soon 'to appropriate
another 1250,000, making ,the total

Ql The teak will no bea a pm
tee months, certainly not before

"ali, -pgsih.ynot il t s apring
/ rr


