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JOWN FINANCES
IN 0000 SHAPE

Taxes for the fiscal year 1917 ]ev-

"d in the town of Ronan have al-
t',ady eien transmitted by 1\issoula
':unty officials to Town Treasurer E.
. Hughes to the amount of $2100.
:his sum will b, somewhat aug-

- n ted by receipts from the delin-
t:eOt tax sale next month. The retv-

, 0n will retire practically all out-
-nding warrants ainld conltinue the

i . nl finallic s oti tlte custllltary sound
t •alncial basis,

Speaking of the financial status of
,r tllli ci ptality, Town \\ C']'le'k ;. T.

SIttfo'rd, discitse sse tlh, sit oation as

' .!ow,. "it lhas he,nl the 1policy of

I keep e;p,'adil ',re- V, ithiI thei

Mir lllt of fromlv P TO lIt't 110 [ l e th

. r•, l'lhevy' of t,, m iils Lf ' u('rtnrent

peli I s' is. i IenI t tii I; I il lhas

ni heyond thi< Ii montlo tl. iln \ len dii
te it has h ll) . ly I for I siide alk

e 'stru tion, the t t il it ch it t i li st
tl-int tli( (.inst t(it f Inelitting prop-

r iy hind reim- sbu-iiie io te ip out i

i d. tr axlHti. So for l i a '.no i ll an.

",'I'l nt $ i2 0 ), h lW rinl''r ;It' ('i 1 i uhi i d,

I'~ nlmit is fiil tOil l elite one
t is is the pnatsi td nay. in othed
rd2s, if 1917 rovenues, I';il to re-
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i 1 l it pr)lctial. t ak," aceIin of ho
19 I vy 'c forl ,opt 'cial intpe t iste-,

K e i inthfrsod adile to t, would g I

Is to lil the ins:,li, t ,isoitt lr
i' t: l n a lnti sir ,t i ip ',, ntI !t.ie, the

.rc tWih l t 1)h if tiniest for cf lte1 ( It
N. years, hut h•ppily it is a con
-lit, d '( ;,'il ])l l. h\ur l1 1t.,s l -

that t he cast of str 'r't imlpro\.-
1nt wm'k will approximate $17,0 Il,'.
d the water sy.itet with apom ropri-
t.. fire fighting apparatu.s and lip-
'lt $25,000, th-, ' ltlired levy would
S hobtlt ais follows: to retire one- 1

,•hth of the principal indebtedness
n' c account of street improvements, <

_.,125; interest on special improve-
r nt district bonds at 6 pr cent, 1
i".020, a total levy oln account of

f""eet improvements of $3,14,5. A
:"y on aecount of the water system, t

a'"king fund and interest, would ag- <
.',gate $2,500 additional, but in this

l-,s, , I should think, be discounted
r, re than half, by anticipated rev- f

; eas for six months from water s
r e.:t s. ,

" t of taxation will I he aplprecialbly

]sened, soi fir a1s municiipal imlprove-
i ts nlire l ady allthoriziet l aI're tilake

i' lo elll stlr etioinl, lrN ew consl's tll eti(ni
I t uilding of ill t xtn, d the. assess-
nr t roll in the first, n of and stn e-

tl(y t here owill be decrasiit, in-
I 'St charge bFy rt a",0 o1 provision

f " lnnUnily rltirin" a portion of the
r'- .ncipal induhltedness. W ith !ltl ad

l eonstrtcetion in -onan during the
, .r of 1918, by way of buildings, and
e isidering the increased valuations
tI followe street improvements and in-
- nilation of water, and without con-
t aiplating the aeereation of new tel'-
rltory to the corporate limits, the
:-Ivessed valuationl for Ronan will lbe
::" per cent greater in 1919 than last
y, ar and our little city will be, say,
: Iplce 50 p••r cent better in whiichi
t " live W!i do ibusiness."

01 I1)ERI GIVEN FOR
A ('ASH REFIUNiD

\fter paying all expenses in con-
r ection with the grasshopper cam-
p;.ign of the past summer, a surplus
still remains in the treasury and a
e"minittee composed of Joe Cernik,
lMatt Jager, C. M. Ddal and E. P. Mul-

li has been appointed as an auditing
em:mmitte to audit the accounts of the
orgarnization and this committee
has authorized a. refund to each con-
tributor to the fund, the same now
hi ing payable and the checks are be-
ieg issued and left at the First Na-
tional Bank of Ronan. In addition to
the cash refund, each contributor has
tn his credit two gallons of molasses.
The molasses is at Barney McKit-
trick's store at Round Butte and the
c:ommittee requests that the same Ie
•-eured within thirty days, the limit
-t for delivery.

Misses Mary Shull and 13essie Irwin '
1 't Friday for Missoul~a where they i
will spend the Christmas vacation. I:

BAND FULLY ORGANIZED

The ]ocal h))it(] is irOV t duly organ-

izedl underlltl the leadershilp of Percy
Carr, and regular prnetices ;ar held
on Wednesday night of each wieek at
i the Quality Bakery. The memihersl
tare making good pInrogress and nre full
of enthusilasm over the proslpects of
'developing into a first class band.
Following are the titmembers:

Cornets--Floyd Carr, Joe C'ernitk,
L•.tman Turnitliist, Thiane Ladld.

'Altos -Jote I. Carr. W'alter Fisher,
B. McLeod, lHarvet\y Cole.
Tenorsi-J. S. Dl)illon, Bernard Schoe

field, Geori'ge Stintger.
1st Clarinet Fran•k Wilsaol.

Slide Trombone -Andrew Stinger.
lutritoie t"Fred Onritep.
1H. 1 80 I,. (. Schotlid.

1•i•se drum A. A. D)ix.
Snare II'li/nl Ml elvin f)ix .

i it '

Oincetit titil li i itut ili xi lii Ii ii
()1(1 l H 0 v ll "( l

friendl s wonderi-(, . what kind o- f ti sio
thile s p(uier si ig a t lthe rtlnt. Mil-
iotill l.i r are tlt l t ii o'lu it what tit he
Soldier sines whil he i- ; n t itly
g iiin; nhlnt hi s if It iin .

(i0tii, r, (',ntly th.. editjo of ;I m IiI -
ien! IhI' tZi ni spent a I• i ov' llie-ll' t ill ;
f~ul l, fin •-lleery j",i t off l 'modivny,
ntking uitlh hr in officers it n Aml -

bi'rolit l ii ' during the ('eAixlii iuIt
ait aie"- i m. i the i o ti.' "

'ired bhanck to the hi•:'seat s,• jnel in
i l w orld today. At Iast it to ,ched I
on s(ng the sw g, ofr the sohlier.

"I now •ove'y word of '`Silver 1
l'hi'nlr : , Among thel Go( l'", pul in a
all C(a•;Idian who left his good right

trm in Fladlers. "iwlarned it from a
chap who died at Yppros with tho
Princess Ptrfs.- I-tH ised to sinn" it

ill the time, Its if hI' never know any-
hing else."

There followed a short discussion
)f the popular songs of the daly--.
'Over There," "Good Bye Broadway,
Hallo Franco,.. "Send Me Away With

S Smile," and others.

I "They,'re' fine, for over ihere, but
I,they won't go for a hit over there,"

-I eommetllnttd the. Canldian.ll
"I used to sing 'Dcnniy Hlaven',-'

Isaid the Amnericnn who graduatedl
from West Point in June. 1911, re-I signed his commissionl ill August and

wen.t oversna with the first (anadianl- i"orces. "S'Hng it so often tlhat imy

whole section knew it by hear't."
("l'oninylHavens, Oh" is the ('epic of

1 s\et Poiilnt, composedl by West Point-Poli, 

v(,r(,erse 

afi.ter 

ve\rse( 

since 

IS: 

.)

- "M !wore ih10a l one Im n is singinli
'- (h nny Iavens' over there," coilltin-
, tied the American. "'Every Vest

Poiinter knows it. It's part of his un-
officiai education at the lPoint. In

ly ' p Hltoon there was 1 tall ra1'it-
itoned l from 1in.. eIII lMani(ohnba. He
was the handiest fellow I ever s.aw
it close quallrters. I saw him put

iaway three Germans at Vimy Ridge -i
fall thriee with his bayonet. His sec-
1ion swore he dill for eightern. IHe
hadn n fairly gonod tenor voice. One
moonlight night I heard him singing
'Renny HavensI' ,lust as he hal D ickedl
it up from m,,. We all i.stened. H1 ,
was slanding on watch looking out
irilndids the Germla.;n line, apparentG
unconscious we were listening. He
sng n verse aftler vvese alod for a
iferw minute;; we forgot tlhe G•lermansl
anlld overythig els. There was
something in his \-oice that seemed
entirely unrelated to wnHr. A few
iniutes after he began singing the

firing died away. I believee thae Cr-
mans were listening."

"May we find a soldier's resting
place beneath n soldier's blow," sangl:
the lumberjack and paused. A Ger-
man fired a single shot. He waited l]
for the voice. It was quiet. His i
song was ended -forever. He had 1
found a soldier's resting plache beneath
a soldier's blow.

The American's voice trailed offi
to a whisper and his eyes glistened i
through a haze of smoke. f

"No, they don't silng nationall an- I

thems and 'Hark to the Bugle Call' f
and such things over theret-they've
gone back to the first principles, I
heart songs." e

MaIrrinae licenses were isstued aInst 1
Saturday in Missolli to -Heonry M. a
Pullnm nld Mrs. TLlin Milmoeh both n
of Charlot, and to Cele Trugillo and t
Ada E. Lovell of Ronan. t

MISSOULA FACTORY
COMPLETES RUN

On December 1-. the new Greatf \Vcstern Sugar company's lnew fac-

tory clos(ed (1(on\\i after" conmpletinll
the first season's run. The grinding
of the sug.ar beets, which started on
l)ecembher :., resultedl in th lpro'duction
of 25,000 sacks of su'ar, weigl ng
100 p]utul: e';(h. The output has' al-
'readny bgn trllned ,oe to the go\vern-
1m nt. AkInager Wilson is pleased
with Ithe' work oif t•' se'ason and is

hopeful th I hea I se eon of 1)1S a\ill
kheip l ct'('iry rnlni!l;o f n ai lonigerl

p riod than the ,prese t year' . Afterl

ifew m' i'ii l trlFo's iiwere nd-
,i , 'ted it lI ,, f 'to'ry, tI . w hI i ls

rol " . ;)tI, a tlr in- 1 , n• l i until the
i! ' b e ' fi i D posed ''.

'i or,. th , II ' 111 '' ll , i i h i ll pro-
vil'e h1t I tonv, of -Iionan wit l i w;teru
hax hfon o( mplete: d Iand the 111m111
lin -•, is I f' r for th' instfal l i i iof'

!, ,r fr 1 I , w~i ll1 Iii 1i' IowOr
f( i , v lii 'h is • ' in e''iii 'so of' f iot -

."t t i'',.. 31L '
t via f,'i ' jIi i i: i ,t i rli•

] i''is o f I s s' S i Y t h e re n r^ .
in tr -nsit and while it is niot (xl• ci-
e•'I ilait ith' system will he, fhlish'erl
hefro',e 'ini , it will he i snmall mni-
l(or to co(' mp)ilet th(e wo"rk iln the
sniii',l' i- i'rl' oi f thi , u .t f ti hnli lhi
•itound ill he in a od condilition

forI triench work tnl d hxhe wIl hr will

al. l 1 ,e n ailalfl: for ti''s inf outu ihn
pipes as they are l:id.

\'ori'line; ' c 'rndlitions hlave 1(in ntI -
usnxlly •ond this f'll and it is to he
r',',rettelid f t. th' system coulld not

jhave Ie•,u installed beforue d'reuding
wenther' set in. Hoi\'e'e-r,'oe have is-
surance of the water at the ('ailiest
date possible.

AT M1. E. C(HUlRC H
I The Sunda)y school classes of the
o M. E. church gave the annnual Christ-
mas entertainment at the church on
Christmas eve. The church was
1 packed to the doors until not even

- standing room was left. A huge

Itree heautifully decorated occupied

jone sidelr of the pla.tform and was

Inaled down with candy, nuts and

goodlices for the congregation and
which wr' distrib)lted after lhe pro-
!. lr•-. fMrs. W. T. Gise, Mrs. W. M.

Pearson and Miss Olive Townsend

proved II1 efficient Iprogram crommit-
tee, Mrs. I,. L. McConnell hnd the

d(lec'orating in clha•rge and Miss l)or-
othy (Gi(se owas appointed a conmitl-
L(e of oine to see that each child was

provided with a trnt, and anil ire

(li'deservonlg of ennsileralble praise for

their e'fforts. A contrilbution iof $21).15

was made by the audience for the

bienfit of the war suffering children.

The program which was especially

well rendered, follows:

Song by cengrt'gation .

Prayer by Rev. Swisher.

\Welcome address .. ..Tom Bailcy, .r.
Recitation ... ......)Delphus ingramn
Duot .... iDorothy Tyler and Ifarriet

Farnhaim,

Recital ion ......... .. Alton Ingranm
Exercise and ongi .... Primary class
iReccital ion .............. Opal Brown

Song, "Merry Christmas" .... School
Exercise....... .. Miss Giese's class
Song ..... .. Miss Townsend's class

Recitation ......... .. Eunice Covell
Song .... ......... Edgar McConnell

IDrill ..... .. Mrs. Sutherland's class
Recitation ..... ...... Walton White
Exercise ....... Rev. Swisher's class
Recitation ..... ....... Inez Ingram
IRecitation .... ....... Alice Swisher
Recitation ..... ...... Oscar Brown
Recitation .... ...... Janice Brown

Song, "Silent Night"...........Sscool

Myron B. Walker of Princeton, Mii-
nesota, arrived in Ronan last evening I
for a week's visit at the L. M. Farn- I
ham home. Mr. Walker Is an old t
friends of Mr. and Mrs. IFrinhamn alld
Miss Olive Townsend. HeI is colm-
pleting a veterinary couirse at ill
eastern college, from which he will c

graduate ill June, but recen'tly on- I
listed in the army in thalt canp:city (
anid will be called into sei'\icCe ini- e
mediately after his gradluation. His i
trip v\\est at this time is theref(. ore s
that of a far ewell visit.

MARKED CHANGES
II  IN BATTLE FRONT
t (From the Associated Presst.)

('Chrisltmasn tide of 1917 finds the
S;rmies on all the lmajor battle fronts
" virttually inactive exCelpt where the
Teutolic allies are enldetavorinlg to
overwhlim the Italianhs andl force ii
SpDassage throtg'h ltth hill country of
northlrn Italy out upon the llains of
Venetia.

The nbattle lines of todaly are mark-
eldly chianged from Ihose of the yes-
1 -, ii'. T Ihe russinn flront :fromn

ithe Baltic to the luack Sea is viri-

it ,\-:;/l Igo along the lsol z) front:

f111ll (I ' ti ttlil i' 10 e 1gii 1vi )it'
V erdun. rea(l sali(.nts h;i\ve been

I vI t in to tU1 German i i l ints by I t' I t-i' }i it itlt I l t'h (o l 'i'illi. ii li il' lii' Jti(

Tlurl -y lhe Ith'liis-l ha'ove vmtiw, gainIs
ii) al- ipolami i a ! lsl llt:I li

Nlothi'lh ii; nd t l tt li l the flltler r
ln ( 'Oerl;il Alle I Inby's fortiies hiave

;11i , ri•, 1 progress I against 11ile ()I-

( - midclt Christmas ofIt 1)17 litnlds
Ibe ('lri.< in .1 I)ist'' more1 ) inll control
oi litlthi nitit . thie t iril.i plait' of
(h'rid', mI of ,I;rusub ni, tol the'
btl oil l I" u lilt' t::f ll i' l' ii ':lt' ll

"'l t'h ", ,•ell iit'y there is Itf plros-

lthe iu)' i( ns 'i Ife I, l'lvorinll g to in

fect s : nti ine of hol st ilit s on I hts-
eat er P] imh,, 0111' p o00 1( Will r*e) h

some iifthel of ;ti re' oenf the Tet for i he
it's ent i t il i n e ast( i '! roilh r I tie
lioulter revolul ion ry I ore t s in It ,lus-

has been pi oclailing his desire fori
peace, but no terms have been ul -

vaWl (Ill tyhit whict h wouid indiecat
ia illingness to bring the war to
a tin end along lines that would mike
the world "safe for democracy." On
the contrary, the German emperor,
ill his latest utterance, mt n eo before
the second army last Saturday, boast-
ed of the .suees, of the Teutonic al-
lies during the last year, and extut]-
ingly proclaimed that the victories of
the central powers had boen so nmtan-

ifest that it was useless to waste
words on the taetical and strategical t

advantages gained.
. Appaer(ntly, howe\ver, whiltt strenl-
1i o1s efftorts are' Iing imade•t in theI

11 Unit'ed St;ites to get all ilvincil hlo
ilrmy iin tih fieold to I id (ilat.ll lrit•illn

and France and tiheir li lies ini flillO y
l ri ng ing suce(. ss to thi ir iarm'st , ith(
- (Gerl'n emperor has mnnd1o n fina; ill-
deavff 1v r Il' 1 i li h Iteslt a;Id ess • Io hi
htroopsl to frighl tn peopl]e r ill ii i
-with the folltr iii declarandiai'n:

o "If t llr 'nl my d e'll s not warlll I et'l'e,
I h'i we must piing Ipea • e o t her world b1y 'ttering it ii wtilh the lliron
fist and tihf' shiling sword the doors
tof those who wlill not hlll ve pitce."

ieanwvhile his arniies iid those of

gahis ally, Austi1r-;iungary, finding thatl
their attempts to brki ' the Itnliyii
liie belieen the Brell't; andt Pineil
rivers illn nortIl Italy werel without
result, hav shifteOll their atta10 k againl
to the RAst;in gt pl;telat Here smnillgwigin were madetl, Ibut he Italins.
stiffening their liine.s, held the , eorny
from further progress and at inst. ic-Scountaits were ent Mlivrinss g sRe ul

olntu t r Ii n tta,(ks at;;inst hinll. On the

lolert CPie river thoo enliy troops-
who forced Its (roing iof thig Alverd
list wee0 k havt e beenl compenllsed tol re-
treat t1o the east M bank o, f tili,he strt OiIm.

WILSON EATS MON-
TANA "BMI( IOTATOES'

Washington, Dec. 24.--Represent-

latige Rlnkine today sent Pruident

Wilson and Food Administrator Hoov-

,r each four Montana potatoes, eachI
weighing exactly four pounds. The
potatoes were sent Miss Rankin by
Pat Carney of Waterlooo, who sup-
plies the Northern Pacific with po-
tatoes for Its dining car big baked
potato service.

Mr. andil Mrs, NT.T. lDriskill anld
daughter, Bertram, left Thursday of
last vweek to spend Christmas at their

old home in Moscow, Idaho, but wroeo

obliged to loeve the train at Pull-

man, Wash., ais Bertram was taken

sick wl ith the measles. They will

rmain thire until she recovers,

WILL WE MEET?

At the last nmeetingt of the Itoiiinn
Commttlerciinl Club held not long ago,
much intierest was displayed and it
gavne every promise oif dveloping
into hi strong forceful organization.,

Iii oi'rgan i/ltion which could not but
hi ai bentefilt to tieh nctlire valley. At
the stunme meeting it \\a d•tecided that
anlother genIeral get-togetheir meeting
would he held in .IIiJanuary. .litJanuary
is iin' at hand and the good workl

s•tarted tlat then previoius meeting by
all meann should bel kept up. Th'
to\wII Iltneeds such anl organizationl antd
inter'est slhould not he allowed to die
oult.

•N I NALE S FT) FWITI-~------
NINl! SlEEDI'I) W1HIi'EAT

MAon•ann will need nhout tine-thirdo ii ih Iwo anI ai half ni illioilts set
nH id,' 1h 1y it, Ift, •,le rl ,f-(gov ( 1t1ll f()"
fulrni:;hing; Std to the dro'ttlh-st~ri'ck-
in fainners in lie iwheat iregiois of

I he we•l1, so l'rofessior V1. S. (ooley
of the Montanm Statltt college has
gone to WI ashilgion to report ,t the

seed con•ifrt nle' just e; tlld I lt re for
represen iw'l'' .• l l i ii :ill the droul tlhI
striclki! s.t!ti s. ()n he i O veralige Pri'o-

f t'sI r (i)o ley hp li t es •• ait , l ihfoui t iis f
i't'1 pis,'r llcent of the seed n eII' ded fI(or

supplied by publi id ti o farei rs.
fTh a l iiis whih su•IT r•i'iid most sx -

vet'h'ily 'l nst suiiulfer are Northl'if I)ako-

eppropri!iled for u'•'d will gii chieflyl
u (hes( irge stflesi

Mlonim u will rtaul irie, it is estoi-

I telll d, :t h lout I t( i i llulioul h shi 'ls of
ry fi • whion h Imor tltlh hailr will
ii \wh'c :l the hlt; llincel an ts, h ll lery,
latx nd corntl . In tle spin.e Sfoulf th'

h1'1ned111 coul lntries prohni ly out'-
ohird ofm the flrmer untill have s hits

u olppl ie c t, it ild.
lrofessor l (l•ey sttimate tht th i anll
l the! good ssd necessary Is now in theinte, and will make lt ffor 0,0 o 0. -

tre the inmnediatt aillotnnt of mnlol-
'y for Montana so that the seed may
,e purchased at once and h]ld here
until noeded in the spring. Should the

overnment delay until the seed has
een sold and shipped east, it will
ave to pay transportation both ways
lnd perhaps sever'l profits in a.dd-l

ion. Hie estimates that the saving,
f the necessary purchase is m ,de-ltnee, wil.l he ahout $150,00.

-IONAN GITl. TO
SERVE IN FRANCE

Kalis]pell is proud of the honor nc-
corded Mliss Mihlntire who hais bten
cani ed to tlforeign sesititce. Miss It,-

ginut Milntire obtaiit d t h r trai int
in the i isiers' hospital ii- this o ily
grady uatin lt( l (lrist . hit aipplied

illrough tlir 1 hi J lhad 1rgRed Crossi
hlaptt r ; and, ri c ivd wck ford ltht Yrhe

ohd joee called ra itit dayxs apo. She
will Io ae thfor last of tho mont i. Missp
Melnt'ir"e stands high in her profes-P sio n I and num bers ter f'rien(ds by all

who klnos her. A recor Id ibeforeoss
this brave, cspale lly bl rainy youn
womnan. Kalispell Be0.

I Miss Mclntires unuuwell leknown i Ito-
Sn nd he srRonan Dec 20 1917country,
hlavi I spent. the earlier days of her

dite or Phis oneeriiit, til th Ronanr Mont:
I note withen sh e wet thot Presidell

ntrWlo the hospital for training. She
(nui't down from Kalispell last. Satur-

nesoy t spnotd Christmmake as with ihr
mother, Mrs. John Nordgr(en, anld1

I ftulr I ia shortl visit t homut tolft the
latter part of the week for New York

I 'resl for Ifrance. Slonan is proud(
to he represented in the lied Cross
lser tice and espeoiatlly by Ia girl iof

tMiss Mt ntlire's t unusual talelnt s.

FAVORS RE-ELECTION
t tiri esNATORi WALslH

Ronan, Dec. I0, 1917.

Edito e Pioneer, Rlonan', Mont:
I note with pleasure that President

Wilson urges the Democrats of Min-
nesota not to make any nominations
for United States sonator but to easttheir votes for Senator Nelson (re-

publican) and make his (lection

Ily the way, would it not )e i good
thing for the republiclans of Mon- (
tana to rett'ln thie compliment andI(

'ast their votes for Senator \Valsh? (
(Signed) A. SUTIIIIRLAND,

Vice Pres, Ronan Dom. Club.

DRIVE COMING,
Germany's professed contempt for

America's war preparations is some-

what belied by evidences of her des-
perate determinatioit to win before
our soldiers arrive in force. Thus
dispatches tell of westward-moving

troop trains, congesting the road to

Flanders, of Austrian. forces shifted
to the French front, and of a grow-
ing intensity of Teutonic artillery
lire along the whole western lines.
"It is common talk in Vienna," writes
a Bern correspoIndent, "that Austrilan
troops will take part oi a big scale
in Ihe operations that the Germans
are preparing against France in order
to obtain a. delinite resurlt in the westr beforel the American army is ready

io p'ree\'(t tlie realization of such an
ienIIerprise." Berlin herself alludes

to the "strong reolnforcements" re-
cei\edi by her" Westernl armies, and a

iinris dispatch of l)cember 11, to the
New York Morning Telegraph de-
seiilbes the allied armies as waiting
for " 'ie miost powerfull German of-
fl'•nsive since 191.1" it strike some-
where alolng their 3(I0-mile Westeurn
froiint. (erililili's only hope of victory,
,expla;ins a Liondon correspondent of
lihe New Yorkl Trilbune, lies in a
"knllclk-outl" iliw, because she is bat-
llg :Ign• l st ;Ii opponenillt whose
SreniiglI h is growing wil e very round,

anid w\\ho ill the: (cnll'e of time will
iiievitbly ie the stronger." There-
fo(ire, oh•serris w\\ai us, I)ecember is
likely to w\itlness the beginiing of a
supremei1'l militir3y lffort onl the part
of lthe ('mnlral l'owers, in wihich they
will hurl aigainllt ourtl Western lines
imill ions of mne.J released from the
{mRussian; front. "The sole remaining
chiace for a German victory in this
war," declares Mr. Frank H. Sirm-
onds, inilitary expert of the New
York Tribune, "lies in an offensive
whiclh shall dispose of France before
the United States call arrive."

From Washington aIlso comes See-
retary of War Baker's warning that
the United States must speed tp mil-
Itary pretparations to offset German
plans against France that have been
maturing since the defeat of the Rus-
sitan armies it Tannenberg early i.u
the \iwar. The peace negotiations
with ltussia have now made it possible
to shirt and mass meni to execute
tlihose plans. To meet this menace,
says Scretiary Blaker, "It is not suf-
Iicient to preplare to light, we must
Ilr'Olnar n ito winl."

'The normnln1 strength of the Ger-
mlans ii lthe \VWest, lccordi'ig to the
military ,expert of the New York

I'imes, has h,(,Ln ab)out 160 divis-
iolls, or aIpplox imatlll(ly two Ind a
half million troops. "Bu' t in thelast
(Ithree moInlths," he says, "neoarly twice

as many divisions have been iden-
I.ified, so that the number of German
troops in •elgium and Fr'nce has
Ibeen, during thalt period, not less
than foulr and :a half million." We
readi furthel':

"Opposed to the Germans in the
SWeXst there 11 e certainly not less

than four million British and French.
1For the first time, then, since the
first iyear of the war, (ermany finds
'herself numerically superior to her
,llnlines. And4l morelovel', there is

very indllication that this superior-
ity will be maintailIed at least until
the Slllnler of 1918, possibly until
the winter.

"Germany has every available man
I:t the front. The possible recruit-
ing during the year will be small.
But equally so will be that of Eng-
land and France. France has drained
her man power, Britain likewise has
thoroughly combed her population
for men of military age and fitness.
The indications are that summer will
not find more than a half million
American troops in Europe, so that,
at best, Germany's numbers will be
hardly more than equaled.-Literary
Digest.

13,000(,000 MEMBERS
According to reports from Amer-

lean Red Cross headquarters in New
York, Christmas Eve found the Red
Cross drive well past the goal of 10,-
00)0,000, with incomplete reports indl-
cating that about 13,000,000 new
memlbe•rs have been enrolled through-
out the country during the past week,


