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WILSON ON THE DEFENSIVE
WITHSTANDING his resolution not to take part in the
compaign on the stump, President. Wilson is doing everything
in hk»m&! to prescut hip side of the case as often as he cnn
without appenring to beg the question. Today, at his notification
meeting, the president was driven to reply to the strictures heapd
on his head by a censorious public in dealing with the Mexican
situation. Up to date Me. Wilsen bus net shown remarkable
aptitude for facing the interrogatories. of the nation with anything
like a satisfactory and convincing frankness. He deals in figures of
speech and flowers of eloquence that signify nothing more than
empty. words. While supposed to be dealing: with the Mexican
situation in the concrete, Mr. Wilkon essays to vegard it s an
abstraot problem that esmnot be understood by the plain people
and one that awaits for the disseeting knife of the political surgeon
to articulate. For instance, he explains his preference for other
cutthroats over Huerta in the following illuminating sentence : **The
men who overcame him and drove him out represent at least {he
flerce pansion of reconstruetion which lies at the very heart of
liberty; and, so long as they represent, however imperfectly, such o
struggle for deliverance, I am ready to serve their ends when I can."
This is certainly a lofty idesl, such an ideal as the beaten and
broised consort of a wifebenter must entertain for the masterpicee
of manhood who lords it over her and subjeets her to cvery
indignity and bratality that brute foree can devise, In the next
sentence Mr. Wilion goes on to say: **I will refose to extend the
hand of welcome to any one whe obtaing power in a sister republiv
by treachery and violence.’' Bear this in mind and then study
the records of Villa and Carranss, and ask what the gentleman in
the White House means by throwing: platitades to his de facto
president of the Republic of Mexito, who is nothing more than an
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educated bandit, compared with whom President Castro, of
Venezuela, was a prince of the church, If Mr. Wilson is lookiug
for personal purity in his Mexican allies, he has shown rather
peculiar fancies ever since he succeeded in throwing Hoerta off the
throne. If he is genuine in his wdmiration for Carranza how is he
going to explain the conduct of the bewhiskered warrior statesman
in cancelling all treaty obligations with subjects or citizens. of
foreign powers and serving notice on the United States that Mexico
would not be respousible for amy personal injuries or property
damage to the people of other nations, If Mr, Wilson chooses 1o
officiate as chief apologist for Carranga he might as well expluin
if he is u silent partner to the infamy of confisouting all church
property and assuming spiritual control of his country. [If that
is the sort of liberty Mr. Wilson stunds for he should come out in
the open and express himself in o manuer that eannot be misunder-
stood rather than be trested as the tool and confederate of the
First Chief of Mexico. Again, the president of the United States
adds; "‘Some of the leaders of the revolution may often have heen
mistaken, and violent and’ selfish, but the revolution itself was
inevitdble AND IS RIGHT."

How any wdn of the most ardinary education cun express ihe
convistion that anarchy such as daily presented across the Rio
Grande is righteous is sufficient to tax the eredulity of the public
and lend to the suspicion that the spesker is a fit subject for an
alienist.
WISDOM OF EXPERIENCE
ONE- of the paradoxes of the present day is the presence of a

couple of prizefighters and their myrmidons entrenched at Colo-
rado Springs, the most fashionable center of Colorado. There was
a time not so long ago that the mention of a prizefight or even the
more euphemistic hoxing muteh would have thrown that town into
hysterics, Of all the places in the United States where the caste
lines are drawn more sharply than anywhers else it is this same
Colorado Springs which for twenty years stood as -8 sort of oasis
on the western desert where the thirsty tourist could not slake his
drouth with a pull from a public bottle unless the contents were not
moare harmful than ginger ale or other soft drinks. Of course, the
fortified sodn fountain did a land office business and the law
permitted the lean and bibulous lungers to conteact for the delivery
of potions in quarts and gallons. The sight of a thirst parlor
dealing out liquor by the glass was & sight that would have enlled
forth spasms from any of the virtuous colonists who engaged in
the earnest pastime f establishing a city of homes by excluding the
presence: of family disturbance.

The story goes that in the vealy and wooly daysof the Centennial
state, when the balmy qualities of the mountain atmosphere begun
to be recognized for their healing qualities in certain species of
tuberculosis, Pike's Penk became the rendezvous for a lot of
remittance: men, mostly of British ancestry, whose thoughtful
progenitors granted them a liberal allowanes providing they
established  their homes #t the foot of Pike's Peak, where the air
was commonly eredited with possessing strong remedial properties.
To adyance the movement and possibly as a safeguard, the wortly
forebears of these scions of aristocracy decreed that the townsite
must forever remain free from the contaminating influence of
saloons. These gentlemen maintained full wine cellurs and eujoyed
themselves to the full bent of their inelinations and, owing to that
faet, it is generally believed the temperance clause was inserted in
the charter of Colorndo Springs more for the purpose of exaluding
the common and debasing drunk and letting the gentlemen have it
their own way in their homes und clubs. However that may pe,
Colorado Springs has always had the reputation of being n sort of
pre-sanctified vestibule of Paradise, but the development of this

week wonld prove in a most convineing way that the citizens of

that burg have a goodly allotment of red molecules remaining in
their systems to entitle them to the praise of furnishing a most
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