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GEORGE’'S TERMS.
FTER conferevce with the lenders of the entente allics, former
Premier Asquith and Viscount Grey, former foreign sec-
retary of Great Britain, Premier Lloyd George Saturday in an
address to delegatenof the Jabor nnions, definitely aud at length
made public the war aims of England. He expluined that there
was national agreement as to what he had to say. “f am speak-
img,"”” he said, “‘not only the mind of the government, hut the
mind of the nation and the empire.” _

Summed up, England’s demands are: The pestoration o
Belgium, Serbia, Montenegro and the occupied parts of KFrance,
Italy and Rumenia; Rumania must be protected and the desire of
Italy for a complete union of the people of the Ttaliun race nnd
tongue is indorsed. England is not fighting for the breaking up
of the German peoples or the disintegration of their state, nor for
the breaking up of Austria-Hungary, nor the breaking up of the
“homeland ' of the Turkish race with Constuntinople ux its enpital,
The dﬁpﬂliﬁon of the German colonies now held by Englund will
be placed before a conference, whose decision must be hysed upan
the wishes of the inhabitants of the colonies.

“We onght to be able,’”" he said in the beginning of his -
dress, ‘1o state elearly und definitely not only the prineiples for
which we are fighting, but their delinite, convrete application to
the war map of the world."”

In another purt of the address he said:
vital the legitimate elgims of the lalians for wmon with those
of their own race and tongue,'' which weans, of course, an in-
dorsement of [taly's territorial claims made public when the
Bolsheviki printed the secret treaty drawn up by the allies prior
Yot President Wilson disavowed
any sympathy with those claims, George flat ly declares that those
soctions of Avsbia, Armenin, Mesopotumii, Syrin and Palesting
now held by British forees will not be peturned,  He declures they
are “‘entitled to recognition of their separate nutional conditions,
but what form the recognition would take should need not here
be discussed, beyond stating thut it will be impossible to restore
to their former sovereignty the territories to which 1 have refeveed ™

Perhaps one of the most significant passages i the message
ig that dealing with Alsace-Lorraine. He does not demand the
return of the provinees. **We mean to stand by the French dem-
ooracy to the death in the demand for u re-congideration of the
great wrong of 'T1, when Alsace-Lorraine was torn away. This
sove  has poisoned the pesce of Kurope for half a ecentury and
antil cured healthy conditions cannot be restored.’” The use of
the word ‘‘reconsideration’’ ix worth remarking. That passage
eannot mesn an uneonditional demand for their return to France
before peace oan come. Many will read in it the willingness to
leave thut most diffieult of all questions to the peace conference.

Russia is, in diplomatic phrases, told to fight or go her way
slone. He declares he would not attempt to deal with Russian
territories now in German hands and, after mentioning the num-
erous changes in Russia's poliey sinee the revolution, referred to
the fact that the war was started by Russin’s decision to defend
Serbian independence, and that the present rulers of Russin had
entered into separate peace negotiations. ‘I am indulging in no
reproaches,” he added. ““I am stating acts to make it clear why
Britain cunnot be held accountable for decisions taken in her
sbsence and concerning which she was not cousulted, or her aid
invoked. "'

He declared that Germany will hold all the Russian termtory
she now ocoupies. ‘‘Under one name or another they will hence
forth be part of the Prussian dominions, ruled by the Prossian
sword, and the rest of the Russiang will be enticed gr bullied into
complety economic and ultimate political englavement, . . . If
the present Fulors of Russia act independently we have no means
to arrest the catastrophe, Russia ean only be saved by her own
peaple.”

It is noteworthy that he makes absolutely no mention of the
neeesgity of o complete overthrow of the present German govern-
ment.  Wilson said flatly thet no peace eould be made with . the
present rolers of Germany.  Lloyd George suys:  “We are not
fighting to destroy the German constitution (does not that con
stitution make seeure the prosent rulers of Germany ?) althongh
we consider & military, autoerstic constitution & dangerous an
pehironism.'*  The adoption of a demoeratic copstitutions would
muke it *'muoch ensier for us to conclivde o bhroad, democratic puace
with hee.'" be oopeedes, ““but that is & question for the German
peaple o decide.”’

The tremendous growth of the demand for “no annexationy
and no indemnities’’ among all the warring peoples, syven the
Qermans, sinee it was first annguneed by revolutionary Bussin and
later indorsed by President Wilson, s amphusized by  Lloyd
Oeorge’s speech, although it becomes increasingly evident that
there are so muny possible interpretations of whiat may eon
stitnte “anvexations” «and what indemnities " are the bredch s o
wide us ever,

Briefly: Belgiom, Novthern France, Northern laly, Serbin,
Montenegro and Rumanis must he restored: the disposition of
Germany's colonies must bhe left to a conference: Alsaee-Lorraine
must be ‘‘reconsidered’’: Arabix, Armenin, Mesopotamis, Svrin
and Paleative will be held by the allies: Rossia's demands for
the return of territery taken by the Germans must be baeked ap
by Russia alone. unless that country gets hack into the fighting

The speech should not be considered, say diplomats, as defivite,
unchangeable demands; but rather as a pomsible groundwork for
megotiation at the peace conference. *We will demand this,”" save
Lloyd George, in effect, “when the entente allies gather around
Abe confersnce table with the Teuton allies ™

-

“We regard as

It s known that the Rossian gegotiskions and proclamations
to the world made expedient this early and comprehensive state-
ment of the allies' war aims. >Thongh it was delivered partly
with an eve to further disvupting the Teuton-Russ negotintions,
it i evident that Lloyd George, and he must be
[.||u-'w.- seant hope on g retnrn of Russia to the Jighting lune.
There will, of course, be a German reply. made unofficially
through the mouth of some German leader in an address to the
Lloyd George deelired the three cardinal
points of England!s terms are: Re-establishment of the sanetity
of tredties; territorin]l settlement  based the right of self-
detertiination or consent of the governed; the eréation of an inter-
ustional organization to limit armsments and diminish the prob-
ability of war, While those paints are certainly suseeptable of
vitrious  definitions, they are—in words, at least, and  with  the
exception of the lust of which no mention has been made by the
gentral powers in their various peace leelers—not far from the
terms of the eentral powers as pronownced by Count Czernin, But
the dishonesty of the latter has already been exposed at Drest-

reichistag or elsewhers

o

Litvosk.
exchanges between the belligerents lead to negotintions, but it is
highly imprabable,
e s B T W W W

It ix beginning to break in upon the country that not only
is it not eertain that we ean win a war merely by the universal
assumption of offivial omniscience and infallability end the ruth-
less trampling down of eritieism, however patriofie or eonstructive
in character, but that it is easily possible & war may be lost that
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