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OUR REPLY.

Major P. L. DeClouet has
written to the Lafayette Gazette
criticising the comments of The
Advertiser on the mass meeting
held in the court-house July 23.
This is what we said on the sub-
ject:

SATURDAY'S MASS MEETING.

:Chare was a good attendance at the
mass meeting held in the court house
last Saturday, and the gathering was
a representative one, though it was
entirely factional, and for that reason
the action of the meeting can not be
said to fairly reflect the popular will.

It will hardly be denied that the
factional spirit in polities in Lafa-
yette parish is still alive, as much as
this circumstance may be lamented by
the less militant ones among our pub-
11i men; and neither side can success-
fully lay claim to a monoply of the
good people, because both factions
have a strong following. This fact
cannot be eliminated from our deduc-
tions and conclusions in weighing the
work of the mass meeting, a fadt at
tesed by the work itself. And The
Advertises would not feel alled upon,
as a non-partisan newspaper, to ofer
an explanation of this kind, but for
the misleading claim that the action
of the mass meeting stsads for a
"united Democracy" instead of a
tactful move for factional political ad-
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complained of by Maj IDeCloet.
In our remarks we did not un-
dertake to deal with the whys
and wherefores of the factional
differences not yet healed in the
Democratic ranks in Lafayette
parish, but we made a simple
statement of their existence, and
pointed to the net results of the
mass meeting itself, merely to
show the public that the meeting
recorded the will of a faction and
was not the expression of a
united Democracy.

Our statements were not mis-
leading then, and the public in-
telligence is too much quickened
to submit to an unceremonious
sweeping aside of them by any
general denial on the part of
Maj. DeClouet.

Most certainly we do not claim
infallibility for our views and
opinions; but such as they are,
we believe they usually carry a
reasonable conviction of their
purpose to serve the ends of jus-
tice and truth.

The Netiseml Ptm.
Times-Demcrat.

The strike in the meat trade
serves the useful purpose of
making the national peril clear to
all eyes. There is indeed no
time for abstract discussion
when eighty millions of people
see their food-supply menaced
by a dispute between coalesced
capital and organised labor. The
average man is bound to ask
himself why he has to go
hnnuuq. or pay exobitant prices,
tough all the statistics tell of
comparatve plenty. The an.
thracite coal strike revealed a

ilar condition of things, as to
te reserves of fuel. The great
dties of the North and Bu.t
shivered until the president of
the nlted States latsrvened,
without legal. warrans, coercing
the aptains of labor into a com-
praomise which. was a makeshift
t best.
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a delusion and a snare for men
of moderate means. When cot-
ton or wheat is cornered, some
compensation is found- m the
knowledge that the farmer is
reaping a harvest; but the giant
packers have actually depressed
the price of cattle, while boosting
the price of meat to famine
figures. Peter is robbed, but
Paul is not paid.

The issue thus presented can
not be kept out of practical poli-
tics forever. Governments, if
they have any purpose at all, are
designed to meet just such con-
tingencies. "The greatest good
of the greatest number" is some-
thing more than a subtle plati-
tude. There are moments when
a new meaning is breathed into
the grand axioms of our civil-
ization. Constructive states-
manship will always find a way
out of dilemmas which move
multitudes of toilers to break
with the past and keep their eyes
fixed on the future. The Irish
land legislation is a striking in-
stance in point. Nothing could
be more radical than the methods
which Great Britain adopted to
undo the wrongs of centuries,
but property had to forego some
of its rights or lose them alL
Great estates were taken by a
resolute exercise of eminent do-
main and a landholding peasantry
was created by force majeure.

The boldest prophet would not
venture to predict the outcome
of the crisis which confronts us
to-day, but we may assume that
many cherished ideas will be
castinto the crucible. The ex-
isting order must be mended, or
ended. A virile race will not
meekly submit to spoliation at
the hands of self-constituted des"
pots. Snamson will break his
bonds in the ene en though he
bring the pillars of the temple
down in his struggle for en-
trau•chisemet The competitve
principle can not be lung aside
with impunity. We have cmne
to the •a•ting of the ways. The
one path leads to sociaism, tbh
other to true industrial freedom.
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D. H. Holmes

A-. Co. Ltd.,
Canal St.,

New Orleans,
Lomlistausa.

The largest and most com-

plete Department Store in the

South.

M'Orders by mail will receive

our prompt attention.

CROW EIBARD,
ATI7lNBY AT LAW.

NOTARY PUBLIC.
OGe Secad Flor. Bank e Loa 7 eme.
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DR. .. SALLES,

.2...ONTIST.
O4ee on Buchanan Street,

LAFAYETTE, - - IISIANA.

ADAM8S DMuIuAC
O ..d..hs and W. Iw$WS.

SPECIAL ATTENTION
GIVEN TO

Satisfaction

Guaranteed.

DEEP WELLS

WIND MILLS.

1 am well prpared to put
dowa deep wells sad west
wind mills. staesUoo
gsrasaeed. Oders will
eceive promp ateLom.

Adde.•e

J. E. MARTEL,

Caren"ro La.


