
IN'rBE3TINU LETTER,

From Lafayette Boy Giving Ac-
count of His Trip to Peking

With Notes on Chinese
Peculiarities.

The following interesting let-
ter from I. W. Mouton on board
the U. S. flagship Ohio at Yoko-
hama, Japan, will, we are sure,
be read with pleasure:

MY TRIP TO PEKING.
The night of Sept. 10, 1905, was

calm and moonlight when a merry 1

party of olcers and enlisted men, at
10:30 left the flagship Ohio, which
was anchored about fifteen miles off
Taxu. for a visii to Tientsin and
PeKing. It was necessary to start at
a somewhat unusual hour in order to
get over the bar while the tide was
high. After three hours steaming we
reached Tongku, having passed, on
our way up the Pei-ho river, the
loeotion of the Chinese forts which
were so successfully attacked, taken,
and afterwards destroyed by the allied
forces, during the Boxer uprising in
109. Leaving Tongku at about 3 a. .m
the 11th. we were soon speeding
across the level plain at a rate of
mom tban forty miles an hour, arriv-
in• a Tientsin in sixty minutes. The
railroad seemed in excellent condition

and all accomodations were most
com~otable. We were informed that
the wals over which we travelea were
from America; the engine pulling
our train, from the Baldwin locomo-
tie works of Philaaelphis, the cars
from St. Louis, and the bridges along
the reute from Pittsburg. Tientain,
thirty miles from the mouth of the
Pel-he river, and 86 from Peking, is
a dity of about a million inhabitants.
The sreign settlement is the most up-

toi-dee place in the far east, having
cleao, well paved and lighted streets,
sn esellent sewerage system, and
bulildgs, parks and pleasure resorts,
wbieL would be a eredit to any city
of Europe or America. The Germans,
Brish, PrebdI, Italians, Russians,
Austrians, and Japanese have con-
cesslons, and each country seems to
be tryag to surpass the other in the
matter of public and private improve-

meats. There are a number of ex-
cellels hotels, the principal one of
which, like in Shanghai, bears the

name do that erstwhile leading hostelry
in New York, the Astor House.

The native portion of Tientsin is

now one of the cleanest and best

regulated municipalities in the whole

of China, having been under interna-

tional g•vernment for some time since
the trouble 1900, when it was greatly
improved in many respects. For
twG or more er Tientsin was
the home of the celebrated Viceroy
Li Hroe haeMg during which ts
praetiLlly all the foreign policy of
Ch•nsamated frem there. Having
a largatoreign population Itaaturally

narr+a the atred of S Boxers and
was t arLet object of their attaek
after they were thoroughly organised.

The breo assaultumad on Tieutsin,
its deu'se made by marins sad
soldiesr and Ls ~nal relief are now a
,mste.r of history, searcely any
evidssas of the destruction of those
ry, gays of 1900 now remains, and
Ihe whale city Phoenix like, emerged
from sis grander and greater than
vner.
. PIo~l Tilaens to Peking the country

tso gstl.eel and ins high stiate of
.eltvadon. As we proceessd to *ie
lattuer •ly caravans of camels,

,amvdly loaded with merchandise,
were t be seen eomar from naorth
sad The railroad enters Peking

sa opesla i% the twll of the

,rs City, snd Its term.nul Is a
hbe pIo of tbe Tatsa slty nas for

team PIP reet pes which r31 the
* lrrcsrare loesed

rd 4sI s two grand divislios 0t
barte.Aor Nortelra City sad the

r Southern City. Both are
by walls; those of the

* liag sbout 0 feet thick

t bse. d forty high, thosn of the
mae about 6 iest hilh sad 36

S base.. Nine gate give
n Tartar end seven to

each suahrnonted by aThe walls are fcd with

9 fSIM, - d the top is covored with
rsaid sss, afordirg an

uda for uiskshas around

e g aists of three

- WIS ~c as ash
';p -e

officials are admitted.
In the second, the 'Imperial City",

are the offices of those who are con-
nected with the administration of the
Chinese government: the outer or
Tartar City proper, is occupied for
the most part by Manchus' shops and
dwellings. According to its original
design, it was a permanent Tartar
encampment. a fortified garrison of
bannermen or soldiers surrounding
the palace of the conquering Manchu
emperor.

With the exception of the Hon Kong
and Shanghai banks, and some of

the legations and hotels, temples and
palaces are the only buildings in

Peking of more than one story. It 1
is an ancient belief with the Chinese
that good su>irits cross space one
hundred feet above the ground, and

therefore no buildings are raised to
this height for fear of obstructing

their passage and thereby incurring
their ill will, even the payillions sur-
mounting the City gates, stop at 90
feet and, in consequence, Peking
produces a very different effect from
a city in any other country.

Whether wide or narrow, dark
alleys or main thoroughfares, the
streets, with one or two exceptions
are so uneven, so filled with huge
blocks of stone, and the holes in
them so numerous and deep, that
travel in them in any kind of con-
veyance, is dangerous-even on foot
it is inconvenient, and frequently
hauardous. Heavy, two wheeled
spriagless, covered carts, pulled by
mules or ponies, rickshas and sedan
chairs offer means of transportation
about the city. Rickshas received
our patronage as we found them more
comfortable than the carts or chairs.
One of our most pleasant experiences
was viewing Peking from the top of
the wall diviling the Tartar City from
the Chinese. Looking to the north the
low house tops stretched away in the
distance, half hidden in foliage, from
which, here and there, a pagoda or
high rooted temple projected. The
chief places to be seen from this
elevated position were the great yellow
tiled palace In the "Forbidden City",
tip dwellingof the "Son of Heaven,"
as the Emperor is called, the drum
tower and legation quarter, where,
since the siege of 1900 new buildings
have been erected. To the south the

Chinese City, with its? "Beggar's
Bridge." "Curio" street, lined on
both sides with shops in which can be
purchased anything under the Chinese
sun and off in the distance are the
beautiful, asure tiled ,Temple of
Heaven, where the Emperor goes at
stated times to pray and the Temple
of Agriculture, in the grounds sur-
rounding which he plows a furrow
each spring, in honor of te earth
and to promote interest in the cultiva-
tion of the soil among his people.
One of the most imposing structures
in Peking is the Catholic cathedral in
the northern part of the city. It was
In this church that Bishop Favier
sheltered three thoussed Chinese
Christians at the time of the Boxer
outbreak and where, with the help of
fifty Frenh and Italian mrines, one
of the most pathetic and desperate
resistances of modern times was
maintained for almost two months.
On Hatsmen street, one of the princi-
pal thoroughfares of the Tartar City
is the magsnifient monumental arch
ereeted on the spot where Baron von
Ketteler, the German Minister, was
murdered, just before the beginning of

the seige in 1900. We visited the
Confucian temple, celebrated in

particular on account of the ten stone

drums; which are there preserved.
These stones are inscribed with verses
which date back several eestries
beforb the Christian era, The Lams
Temple formerly a maanilent palace
of one of the Royal Princes, was also
found to be Interesag, it has served
as a monastery for more than three

thousnad Mongol Lamas, with the
llpIg Lmas at their head.

The two objects whish attract most
attention here are the tablet whereon
is inscribed in four languages the
history of Lamism, and the huge
statue of Buddah, more than 70 feet
it height. I would be delighted to
give you a more detailed description
of the Chinese capital, but it would

require a volume of many pages, and
having to refer to my personal diary I
would possibly spoil the whole of it,
by entering a great many things that
would not Interest one In a hundred,
althabough the eruise of the now Flag-
ship Ohio, has been a good bit of
travel, somethin over forty-Sve

ousd mils sine Apll 1, 19M5.
We lave for Jap ahortly, the land
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dresses in white, he puts his hat on
when he bows, and mounts his horse

from the off side.

The crest of the Emperor is a five

clawed dragon rising from the sea,
surrounded by clouds and grasping

the sun. This is the symbol of uri-

versal dominion.

Any foreigner who wishes to be-

come a naturalized Chinaman must

own a graveyard, such ownership is

proof of his intention to become a

permanent resident.
In China a native gentleman very

rarely appears on the street with his

wife, and when he does, never walks

beside, but follows her, a husband

and wife may not ride in the same

vehicle.

No matter how formal or prolonged
a dinner may be (some have as many
as seventy courses) a Chinese host

will not allow the plates to be changed
from the beginning to the end of the

feast. This is not due to untidiness
as many think, but to a very old
superstition, which expressed in Chin-

ese words means, "Change the plates

and the house wife dies.

During the month of February
you can plant spinach, mustard,
carrots, beets, turnips, rutabaga,
lettuce, endive, cabbage, kohl-
rabi, early cauliflower, parsely
and celery. We have these
seed fresh in packages and in
bulk.- Moss Pharmacy.

Impressless of Mind ao the Face.
When an actress wishes to repre-

sent a character, she tries to think
the thoughts that character would
think. If representing some unscrup-
ulous criminal or adventures, she
would not come s the stage filled

,ith the memory of her little child's
e'good-night" kiss. That memory
would make her too humanly beauti-
ful. Yet there are people who will
vialk about thiaklng disagreeable and
bitter thoughts, while wondering that
they, the th.!kers, are not liked. The
reasons is thre the thoughts are mak-
ing the face unlovable. if one wishes
to look pleasant, the thoughts must
be pleasant. There is an alternative
-- acquiring such complete control of
the features that they say nothing of
,he mind. It is a very useful ac-
Somplishment. -Exchange.

For Sale.
Grade Jersey cow with young calf.

DR. T. B. HOPKINs.
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RUGEiR'S.

A beautiful assortment of

WMtchs, Chalis, Rings, Lckets, Etc.

CARVING SETS AND CUTLERY.

The Celebrated Shumate Razor.

Gold and Silver Headed Umbrellas.

-AT-

P. KRAUSS,
WATCHMAKER AND OPTIOIAN

F-
DIAMONDS,

Watch Fobs, Chains, Cuft But-
tons, Rings, Fancy Clocks, 811-
verware ad Jewelry of all kinds

A FV. Sock e Flue

POUYNTAIN PNB.

R3PAIR WORE
PemipSI Sp SG ntead.

WE SUPPLY YOUR WANTS
In a prompt and satisfactory manner
as you will find if you give us your
business. We make a specialty of

Freshl First-Class Groceries
We also carry a nice stock of Plailn
Crockery, the kind to use daily.
Our Prices are always right.

MORGAN 6 DEBAILLON.

$OUTHWESTERI LOUISIANA INlDUSTBIAL INSTITUTE,
LAFAYETTE, LA.

A Manual Training School
for the Youth of Both Sexes.

TU.ITION FREE.
Apply for catalogue to Jesse W. S. Lillibridge, Secretary.

T. JAY LACY 6 CO.,
Eureka Nursery,

Lafayette, Louisianata.
WE NOW OFFER

Fruit Trees for the Gulf States that Will
Produce Fruit and ORIAMEITAL SIRUIIERY.

fIOUTON BROS.
General -Merchandise

- OUR AIM4
Best: Goods at Lowest Prices, Consist-

eat With Quality

illinois Central
CHICAGO St. LOUIS
LOUISVILLE CINCINNATI

And All Points North and East.

The Illinois Central is the only line from New Orleans
maintaining two daily, up-to-date fast through trains to Chi-
cago, Cincinnati St. Louis and Louisville, with direct connec-
tions for points north and east.

REMEMBER-that Southern Pacific trains run into the
same station as the Illinois Central in New Orleans. You avoid
the long and disagreeable bus transfers and make sure con-
nections.

See that 'yor tickets read via the I. C. Apply to Ticket
Agent for through tickets, or address

N. D. FINCH, T. P. A., Houston, Texas.

and the ONLY LINE with

THROUGH TRAINS,
Dining and Sleeping Cars, both Standard and Tourist.

New Orleans and Intermediate

to CPoints.
Tickets on sale Feb. 15 to April 7 inclusive.

THROUGH TOURIST PULLMANS DAILY, excepting
TUESDAY.

For furgier information consult nearest Railroad Ticket
Agent, or write to

F. E. BATTURS, General Passenger Agent,
NEW ORLEAN, LA.

J. DAURIAC.
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MOUNT ARM•L CONVET.
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