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@olden Gate Ilciropolis Has
Been Shaken Often
fu the Past.

PRESENT WORST EVER KNOWN

Some of the Skyscrapers and Other
Buildings Destroyed — Magnificent
City Hall In Ruins—Fires Ar-
rested by Dynamite—Earth-
quake of 1868 Described
by Mark Twain.

HE recent disastrous earthquake
extendiug over so lurge a part
of the Iacific coast region and
wrecking such an extensive |

section of the city of Ban Francisco |
was not the first of these catastrophes
known in  the western metropolis, |
though by all odds the most damaging. |

For many years the municipal aa-|
thorities refused to permit tall huild-
Ings in the city because of the fear of
earthquakes, several of which had al-
ready been experienced. Finally the |
interdiction was removed, however, |
and a number of skyscrapers resulted. |

Prior to 1800 there was hardly a
building in excess of five stories and
only a few of that height. Today there
Ie one eighteen stories high aml gnite
a2 number from twelve to fourteen
atories. :

In the spring of 1898, about 10 o'clock
obe night, the ecity had a seismic shock
that put to test its high structures. It
was the worst earthquake sinee 1&.‘-8,]
when for eight or nine blocks on the
main street (Market) the ground was'
eracked open several inches. i

In the upheaval of 1508 the tall build-
Ings were given a fearful shaking, and
some of their occupants were made
dizzy snd sick. The structures wc-m|
uninjured, and ever since that t[m2|
there has not been so much guestion |
of the safeiy of high buildings of mo- |
ern construetion—that §s, buildings of
structural Iron frame and faeings of
pressed brick, terra cotta or stone.

It was M. H. De Young, the proprie-
tor and editor of the Chrouicle, whe
was the pioneer In this respect. He
met with opposition from the muniei-
pal aunthorities fourteen years ago when
he decided to ereet a ten story house |
for his newspaper. It was believed to
be a dangerous undertaking because of
the earthquake fear, but Mr, De Young |
won out and thereby set an example of |
enterprise 1o other wealthy men who
have since built wore tall buildings. |
For ipstance, D, 0. Mills, the New
York baunker, who owus a great deal
of San Francisco property, has one of
the tallest and finest structures in the
city.

Clans Spreckels, known throughout
the country as the suzar king and the

" the fire department was heipless. The

Intersects Market, 18 located the great
Bpreckels building, the home of the
Call; the De Young building, the home
| of the Chrounlcle, and the ITearst build-
luz, oceupied by the Examiner, the
three great Pacific coast newspapers
| baving contributed handsomely to the
| bunilding development of San Francisco
| In recent years. The eity now has Its
I shire of tall buildings, one being eight-
een storfes In height. The major part
‘ of them are eight, ten and twelve sto-
|
|
]

rles, the eight storied being most oo
merous,
The Call and Examiner buildings
were almost totally destroyed n the
earthquake and many other skyscrap-
ers were severely shaken, eracked and

| damagid.
| Omne of the chief buildings which col
lapsed was the new postoffice.  This
wis a substantinl stracture of granite,
cosling to exceed $5,000460),  While
not striking from an  architectural
| stamdpoint, the postolfic: was hopress-
Ive from Its massiveness,
The Postal building was bidly dam-

| aged, and the operating rooin was a
| wreck, Power of every kind was de-
stroved, and there were no lights, ei

| ther gas or eleetric, Neither the Pal
| nee hotel nor the St Prancis was de-
| stroyed as far as the framework coes,
bat the Inside plastering and decora-
tions were greatly damaged.
The business section of the eity from
Market street to Mission street and
from the by back was almost com-
pletely wreeked.
The most conspicuous building  in
Bau Francisco, the city hall, is almost
totally ruined. It cost from S6,000,000
to ST.000000, took twenty-five years in
coustruction amd was surmounted by
It was thought

a dome 332 feet high.
to be very solidly constructed, being
built =substantially of twick. with the
witlls covered by eement. The interior
of the dome was decorated with ex-
pensive marbles taken from the Pa
eifie eonst mountalns.

Another very fine building, which
cost over $5,000,008), i= the splendid ho-
tel erected by Mrs. Herman Oelrichs
ol Tashionable Nob hill.  AMrs, Oelrichs,
who is a daughter of the late Senator
Fair, has shown fine taste in the ar
chitectural plans of Fairmont, the ap-
propriate name of the new hotel. Seen
from the bay this structure, with its
classic outlines, makes the beholder
think of a Greek temple. White and
graceful, it looms above the busy mar-
ket places, the great wholesale distriet,
the crowded business gection and pie-
turesque Chinatown, which, by the
way, is fast disappearing owing to the
encroachments of commerce and the
dwindling of the Chinese population.

Uther imposing edifices, many of
which bhave been more or less severely
injured, are the Hotel St. Francis, the
Palace hotel, the Hall of Justice, the
Mutual Bapk building, the Pacific Mu-
tual Life building and the Callughan
building. The greatest property dam-
age resulted in the manufacturing dis-
trict and the greatest loss of life in
the tenement house district.

The chief street of the city Is Mar-
ket, running diagonally for many miles.
The destruction of many of the depart-
ment stores and other business blocks
on Market and Mission streets was al-
most complete.  Fire added to the hor-
rors of the situation, and, as the water
malns bad been burst by the shock,

flames ate their way alonz Market
street, and other fires started in differ-

CITY HALL WHICH WAS WAECKED.

THE CALL BUILDING, ALS0 DESTROYED.

el Men and women rashed wildly
forth in their nlzht robds and fled in
panie throuzh the streets, Many were
ecaught by the falling roofs and walls,
and in the poorer districts the tene-
ments collapsed like eggshells, crush-
ing and suffocating their inmates he-
tore they had time to escape. In many
cases fire finished the work of deatl:,
ecatching the victims as they were
pinped stil] alive under the debris.

"o arrest the gpread of the fire along
Market street many buildings were
dynamited,

The track of one railroad was de-
pressed four feet or more for a dis-
tance of three miles. At one point in
the city the earth cracked open for a
distance of six feet, leaving a yawulng
chasm of fathomless depth.

except one belonging to the FPostal
union, made it almost Impossible for
the stricken city to communieate with
the outside world. The severe injury
to the Western Union and I'ostal of-
fices, also the Associated Press, greatly
added to the difficulty,

The practical destruction of six or
eight bloeks, ecoupled with the immense
loss of life and damage to property
throughout San Francisco and the en-
tire coast region, makes this the worst
earthquake disaster In American his-

tory, exceeding even the historie
Charleston earthquake of n few years
ago.

Ban Franclseo has suffered from
many slight seismic shocks. one of
them occurring about a year ago, At
that time a long artiele appeared In

one of the pavers, sizned by a v
—

The destruction of all telegraph wires, !

Fessor th ole O TU¢ usclViiolss Dedr
L mg that thers was oo perie
ular danger from these wemors of the
earth’s surface. The const region, ae-
cording to this writer, was newer than
parts of the country farther east and
was therefore settling, He said peo-
ple shoull feel wo alarm, as nothing
serlous was linble to happen,

Evidently the earth’'s ernst in the

sore more “settling.”

The most
Francisco has known prior to the pres-
ent one was in ISG8. Guite a litile
damage resnlted, though nothing re
motely eomparable to this. Tt was the
1868 shakeun that was made Famons
by Mark Twain, The most surprising
thing the genial Mark saw at that time
was the opening up of the ceiling of
his room, the lips of the orifice work-
ing to and fro like a mouth and a brick
slipping through and beld in suspen-
glon, like one lone tooth on the jaw of
an old man.

The last earthquake that oceurred In
Ban Franclseo was in January, 1900.
Several distinct shocks were felt early
in the morning, causing the vibration
of bulldings all over the city. The
chief building affected was the Bt
Nicholas hotel, which was severely
shaken., The walls ecollapsed In cer-
taln parts of the structure. guests were
thrown out of their beds and furniture
wis destroyed.

in 1004 thers was a sovere seismie,
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Try one of our COTTON TOP MOSS MATTRESSES. The
PHONE 198, Next to City Power Plant.

very best on the market.

A HOME ENTERPRISE.

All kinds of Mat-
tresses manufactur-

ed. Work guaran-

Prompt service given,

Holding hicense from the State Board of Health.
line of coffins, funeral robes, ete., kept constantly in stock. Will
take entire charge of funerals, attend to grave yard work and all
details. Fully equipped with hearse and everything necessary for
a funeral.

Jean Vigneaux,
Undertaker.
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EXPERIENCED EMBALMER,
A complete

Golden Gate region bas been doing
L |

severe eartltguake San
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'Vegetable Market.

JOHN BUNT, Proprietor.

VERMILION STREET NEAR MASONIC BUILDING.

|

|

‘ Fresh vewetables and a large

| variety at all times, Fresh oys-
Fish and

Al orders

ters, shell and can,

i'.:t'u,h.‘-a every i'viday.
| promptly delivered,
FPhone Z11.
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PROFESSIONAL CARDS,

R o L R o A AP A i P

DR. H. C. SALLES,

'- - DENTIST
i Office on Buchanan Street,
|LAFAYETTE., - - LOUISIANA.

B.J. LACOUR,
DENTIST.
Office on Pierce St. Fhone 160-2
LAFAYETTE - . LA

GEO. B. KNAPP,

Contractor snd Builder.
Estimates, Plans and Specifications
furnished on application.
Phoie 28 P. 0. ex 29.
LAFAYETTF, - - - LA.

* JOHN 4. VAN DVKE,
Contracior und Buider,
Luck Bux 184.

LAFAYETTE, - -

CROW GIRARD,

ATTORNEY AT LAW
NOTARY PUBLIC.

Office Second Flour, Bank of Lafaveue.

H. P. BEELER,
gz DENTIST.

Office on Lincoln Avenue,

LAFAYETTE, - LOUISIANA.

CHAS. D. CAFFERY,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW and
NOTARY PUBLIC.

Office on Madison St., Lafayette, La.

LA.

C. DEBAILLON, JULIAN MOUTON
JERUOME MOUTON,

Attorneys at Law.
OFFICE AT LAFAYETTE, LA.
Notary in office,

L. 0. CLARK, B. S., M. D.

Office over Mouton Sisters' Store.
. D tol12
Office Hours: 2312

LAFAYETTE, - - - LA.
St. CYR & FONTENOT,
Attorneys-at-Law.

All claims and collections given
prompt attention.
OFFICE -in Chargois’ law office.

0. H. THERIOT
Contractor and Builder

YOUNGSVILLE, La.

H. L. Dueroeq, M. D.

OFFICE AT RESIDENCE

Telephone 45.
LAFAYETTE, LA.

Phone 83.

seventeen storles high, commonly

little after 5 o'clock In the morning,
88 O O e vtoras | Drieticall the entire population was in

San Franclscan, owns a bulld- | #0f Parts ot we ciy.

i We solicit your prironage. iHates reasons
able. Equipracnis and facilities unsur-
As the earthquake occurred but a passed.
JAME® € € : LELAND HUME, . .
i“'ﬂ’" l-llI il ; N‘_ﬁ'tl{. oy . b. g&aa.

4 people of this great se
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ooaalABD TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH (0.
{INCOR PORATED)
Long distance lires and telephones of

'3 Company cnablo you to talk almost
- anywhere in Southarn Iadiana, Southern -
it lilinois, Kentucky, Ternessee, Mississi; nt :
== and Louisiana, We can puti you in quick
. and sati=®zotor communication with the
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ctionecfthecoun' y.
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EXPERICNGE.

COPYRIOHTS &o,
i o ey A
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in _America. We have a
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