
We Wish a Merry Christmas THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK :

and a Happy New Year to 0

All Our Friends and Custom. CAPITAL. SURPLUS AND .... u 000 00
UNDIVIDED PROFITS ........ $

ers, and to the People of

Lafayette in General......

We are glad of the appreciation the business com.
N. P. MOSS,

President; munity of Lafayette has always shown of our efforts

J. G. PARKERSON, to meet the banking needs of the community in a
Vice-President; prompt and satisfactory manner. This appreciation

s. R PARtERON, is clearly reflected in the continual growth of the
Cashier;

F. V. MoO, "First National" and its present high standing in theP. V. MOUTON,
Assistant Cashier. financial world.

. We are prepared to furnish first class Banking Facilities to those who favor us with their

Business or Accounts.

She First National Bank.
S "
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despair and selfl-depreciatlo. It was
a very tiny part that had fallen to me.
The compensation was but suslent
for the barest necessities. 1 The route
bristled with all the horrors of the-amoet stands.

At midnight, huddled, miserably
worn, dejeotod, and wretched, In the
waiting room of a country station,
listening is vain for the whistle of a
belated train, I confess to a sudden
food of tears. What a mockery this
Christmas day had been. Even the
chimes had sounded like the tolling
Ot a funeral knell. The cheerless dis-
comforts of a cheap hotel, the uns-
vory, slatternly served travesty upon
a Christmas dinner, the cold chill of
a shabby, musty dressing room the
added tol of an extra matinee for a

ere handfl o people, and now the
hunrry wit for an accommodation
tsa Of dingy d esem•ee..

That was all Christmas had meant
to- me. Iowa was blizsard swept.
Mails were delbed tad ed wires
anlmg useless in gathering snowdrifts.

No baeesge at cheer, no wsouvgr of
remombrease, had come to say oa as.
Our bllow, halt-hearted ezebaage at
Christmas reets had arried no

esarvlktLa, W woe ely• troll
abmbeads, outside the pale o sym-

path, debassed from the oaestis
o" or living, *ere dlimittes Wale-

. se •s•ee. 0 aM no, I am I b

merged by a gre wave or pamon-
ate, longing regret, if I know that
such a Yuletide will never come to
me again while I am upon the stage.
It was my happiest Christmas, be-
cause the frst and only one, since I
began to tread the thorny and tor-
tuous path of my professioa, that I
have not been called upon to write a
Christmas story.

GRACE GUEORGE

Speak as you think; be what you
are; pay your debts et all kinds --
Montfort.

Im THE IEAUM OF THE CZAI
t,-

Russians Look Ups. Cheiutmas as
the Meet SaredI and Meet

t to tbrrM ,tm I s Is he most sa
n and ad mast celebrated

holiday I Rua. Contl3ry
I to the eaus tela ar sl st F
abetr tontriesh

r there awre *aOneM an ab8 Ar, ean
continuous eleobrstn Is bheo

Smidnsighbt on January .

The Ruasosa he es In an 4st es
Tious rsI s tl hor Ivot .the t

t ChrIst, acd .se dr de ta
,sea" e- l il .~, -l l i
niembets, attends t )seast!
mrea. On Caet • mesti
s iaartlant srles li a aLi-

"-. wa ,_ ,'.i us ... g, m m , U I`t. t.i-`, th1

neares t iver, which Is always Irosn
over, the ice being sometimes as much
as three feet thick.

After a large hole has been ebopped
in the ice the priest dtps his cross i1
the water and prayers are pronounced,
after which the priest holds baptismail
exercises. Having been blessed by the
priest the water is considered to bes
boly and s fast as, the people can
Me by the hole in the lee bottles of aDI
sizes and descriptions are filled wth
Ite water.

This water is priseu the maet hi~-
ly of anythi8 In the home, and bottles
of It are sometimes faed a easmtw
or more old. Some fasats es ei t
large qusantites of It sad ate In ItS
at regular Intervals during the yr

There is ose eautom which many
Americans would eLsh Ina ther ownv
Christas eatraglae sad espedalaiy
the o ng people. It is that of kussin

Sfo Chriil day every-orn steas,
a it f om whomsoever he meets. in
unsr m ea d among the older j p

l'f t earty hanshIake Is maes
u e1but the younger aele at

la a Claus it unknown to Snulan
eNre, but the "Bab~ih s a ieli
wbman witch, eaMrrts a,** ah U
a d attired in So wit e=
teae visits the beass in every u
as and daty i a mtets sveerrs
an then caome ant ag md a nd E
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A Timely Ar.
During one of the politcal touos ot

Mr. Cleveland, In which he was seoem
panied by Secretary Olney, he arrived
during a severe storm ,at a ters a
which he was to speak. As he eatred
the carriage with his friends and was
driven 1ftmi the station the rata
changed to hall, and immease sta
battered and rattled against the ve.
hide. A brass band, rather dsmaral.
reed by the storm, stuek h iy to its
post and played.

"That is the most rsemltic maie t
have ever heard," resasetd the pres
dent.

"What are they playing?" asked tha
secretary of state.

"'Hafl to the Chier-'wtth ret
hail!" rejoined Mr. Cleveland.-Hsor
per's Weekly,

nor Her.
"Ye see," said the proi•ar, "h

sumes eo ebeudistry depends en Kh
fseive St sertain anities-"

'*,•ms me," interrupted Ur '
Prym, "I trist the conversatia 0mO
piaedt without deltg into soam d"L

of More lmportanes.
Xbs Briges (readin )--Bl

aeetimsement of a man who uetrl
oil paintings.

rlggs---4s there e adeereIL
t a man who isherls uaageMat 
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