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BY MES. P. G. DE FONTAINE.
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th atral Gommlttm calls a

meeting to be held in New

‘on the 21st. October. The

of the meeting is to discuss
lrhetherl. Btate con-

-ﬂl be utlled,and if so,
wld'm where,
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'| fore, an epipbyte. 1t is not a para- :

table-cloth and plates yet 1” «Yetl/'|
them’s Bridget's work.”

about—sweeping out the room 1”
almmml%ﬁ.

“No,” 4] am sweep-
ing out the dirt nm{ leaving the
room,”

—An Fiskmsn witha hand-cart
ran against a little man who was
standing st a street corner in Lon-
don, crying as if his beart would
break, and tumbled him head over
heels in the ‘ineter Pat pashed
ﬂ'ﬁr on with his eart, but not

out turning to observe:
" “Bad luck to ye, an’ it sairves ye
right, to be shtandin’ slobberin’ an’
waystin’ yer saltpater in the public
streets.”

-tk for the broad-
faced eu qn the fence?” in-

nired an Irishmah of a farmeron

taten Island. “That's not a
chicken, it's an owl,” replied the|in
farmer. “I don’t care how ould he
is, I wonld like to bay him,” said
the Iri !hm“:
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The Moss of Comme'me- -How
it Grows==Where it Grows
; ~-How um and .

Extent "Mhluury—
Prices and !la.rkeh.

The long moas ufonr mmm
is almost wholly & product of
Louisiaha ; althongh found in the
low lands of South Carclina and
along the swampy borders of all
the Gulf States, it is uo where else
found in sufficient quantities to
make it an objeet 'of commerce.

It is rarely found above 33 deg.
north latitude and usually keeps
company with the palmetto.

Ita teshnieal nawe is Tillanitsia
Usnevides, It is commonly called
Spanish moss, long mose and gray
moss, Its native habitat i on the
tops and branches of living trees
which grow in the gloomy swamps
or along their borders.’ It revels in
the darkest recesses of the deep
, above

and dismal cypress
everlasting

the exhalations o
swamps and coversas wj man-
tle mhu-}mg:a native
ringe the ridgy marg-
ins of the lakes and hqym .
It even drifts away from the
tops of the cypress and tupelo, and
encroaches ﬂnﬁe hightanda adja-
cent to the and . festoons
-| with its gray drapery, the sweet
| g, elm and ash,
Associated anit is by false report
i |and ved ideas, with mal-
drial fovera and swamp ngne, the
stranger, when he first views the|un

|long pendalous pennants of the

1 i
axr;;rm nm: mains n
pression that e is looking onﬂ.w

But prone as the imagimuou ia

- :lodhiad.:ln&ion, it is now w%d;ul ﬁ
i moss
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Many a bm aloug the dark
marginuo{fhulitﬂlmmpaelj:y

It is, there-

‘becrume it doss not derive
from the tree ;- but

tmelhnply t
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—“Mary J. moﬁnvc you laid the| wreathes and vermt arches of

| the silent swamp, the tall colamns

em, everything but the eggs, and | of cypress rise up on every side
|like huge stalagmites, npholding

—-“I say, Pat, what are yon the leafy,

living cavern above,
from the roof of whick depen ']
of moss, like innuw/able

e living moas is of a greenish
color It has long branching
rs or fllaments, aud at each
bifgreation produces tiny, trampets
shaped flowers, smaller thau to-
baeco flowers, and of a peach blos!
l-n color. It grows rapidly, and
eamli propngated; a single
lown from one tree.to
amother, soon grows into a mass
of moss.
ln good localities, the banches
will grow twenty to thirty feet
le Often a single live oak tree,
ag may be seen pear the
mputh of the Atchafalaya, will,
wwmeanormou weight
horizontal
| to twenty-
The . great moss n js all
Southiwestern Lonisiana, wherever
swam 8 exist, from Alexandria, on
ér. to the Babine, and
rmm Alexandria, down Red River,
to the Qity of New Orleans. This
includes the Atchafalaya basin
and Téche; all the main lakes
and bayons with the Grosse Téte,

Plaquemine, Lafourche, Terre-
boune and Barataria regions.

' The Hegion Over thy Lake

also furnishes a considerable yield
of moss; this region includes all
East Lower Miasissippl,
Alabama and Florida.

The Best Moss Comes

from the Atachafalaya basin. It
is long, soft, fine threaded and
glossy ; this moss is the product
of cypress swamps alone.

That from Lafourche, Terre-
bonne and Bayoun Black is coarse,
gummy, hard to clean, but very
strong, It is gathered largely
from gum trees and seems to be
glued with the gam.

It is gathered by woodchoppers
and laborers who follow the wood-
choppers, but there are hundreds
of whités and blacks who make it
a basiness. They go iuto the
swamps ti.ongh ecanals and
bayous; they push their way along
in skiffs, flats or canpes; they

carefully pick up all that the wind
has blown down in great flakes ;
they reach up long poles, arm
with hooks, aud pall .down the
banging bunches, aod they, if
necessary, ohmb the tsees and
throw the moss ‘. is piled
dp in heaps, if o hd, whera
it is gathered, or of in tbe swampa,
it is bl'ougbt-out in boata and piled

up in heaps, if on highland, it is
gathered, or if in the swamps, itis
brought out in boats and piled in
couveniant of several huo-
dred pounds, , like hay ricks or

After a fow months exposure to
rain ‘and'sun, with perhaps

| wavmg plm of -hundmlhm shocks,

the

sometimes a few backets of water
thrown on the heap t0 wet them,
the beat and formentation of the
mass causes the grey skin or back
ofthnlnoutnpu‘l off and drop
Attﬂlltqutiuusuall)

it. Conn-
mm Nlal mmiu bales

stglactites, so shutti g out|or sells on commissfon te ‘par-
the sun #s to make it twilight at| '

é

hoops or bands, and often with
vines.

A hard can gather enough
250 to 500 1. bale of
When baled it is sent e city |
dealer, who eitber buys directly |

chasers or speculators.
Theru are some balf 8 dozen
ﬁl‘III in this city anmed

\pex. huud for cured moss in the
conntry 1to 13 cents & pound. |®S
| cmr dealers. pay bﬂ

_-w

).'l!

?n!f:.lg
feceive. .
from cou desplersand original

shippers. also purchase all
nubaled lots which mway come in
from across the lake, or the plant-
ations near the

Like cotton to the cotton
press, no matter who is the pur-
chaser from the city dealers the
moss all goes from the hands of
the oity dealer to the -

'mmu-.

There are bat two factories, and
all moss to be saleable mast have
the brnod of oneof these factories.

factories

These are

The Crescent—F &Ha-
be Front street, and’

Delta—Cluk &
mrnu Galvez and Canal streets.

Thisthetory busiuess for making
maghine picked moss, thatis gin-
ning ity was at.lrl:ul a few years
agoby Dr. J. M. Ferguson, of the
Crescent h«t.nrv, in order to make
miform geades and eqnal and” e
gular bales. e is a gentleman of
energy aml eduncation and tho-
roughly mulemmn‘ila his business.

By eleaning and preparing the
moss and lnimg wlhp:: glm
fications, the moss trade has
largely increased under the factory
system,

The business of the factory isto
open ap the rough bales, sort the
moss and gin it, so as to get rid
of leaves, sticks, dust and trash, it
is then boiled by steam in a secret
bath; bnt the secret may
easily be gunessed. It is suop-
posed to be simply copperas or
sulpbate of iron, in the water,
which when boiled with the moss
fixes the tannin in the moss aud
turns it into a deep glosay black.
After boiling the moss is dried,
sometimes reginued, and then clas-
sified and baled. It it classified
intofour grades as follows : X gray,
XX gray and brown, XXX brown
angd black, XXXX all black,

These grades are all nuiform to
both factories. Ttis putup inbur-
lap bales of 100 to 120 pountln.
called quarter bales, and 175 to 200
ponnde called half bales. This is
known as machine picked moss.
Very little hand picked mosses
sent ont of New Orleans—not
over 1500 bales annoally.

These tucmrlwrachemplm from
10 to 15 men, aud from 15 to 20
women, and eénch tugus out from
30 to 40 bales a day. They are
nbout equal in their operations,

together have tarned out dur-
m 4 t e past year 19,000 bales.

Bome moss is nklppod from

Berwick’s Bay to Texns, but not

much—aot exceediug 300 bales per

year.

The receipts at New Orleans
average about 000 irregular bales
per week. The busiest season is
from widdle of Jannary to June,
and slacks off from November to
Jan s owiug to the freezing up
of N factories; -

The prices are for green moss
in the country, from 25 to 50 cents
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Thetoml ulesofd:e r
have been 20,800 bal ‘gtkr:u
only be estimatod as the bales are
irregular. It must be borne that

mm When piled loses a|
per mnt. of its weight, aud
pol of gmnod olean

moss takes-§
Moss is all
United M aud and

ina tia.y of green moss to put up |
mOoAas. }

and Germany. It is used for mak- '
ing mattresses, stufing chairs,
enshions, car seats and all uses to |
which hair was applied.
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