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L'Observateur's Defense, A Fiasco.
The readers of Le Meschacdbe's article of the 11th., inst., in

rhich L'Observateur was branded and proved to be a falsifier and
instigator of base sectionalism, were anxious to hear the latter's
defense.

By merely purusing the so-called answer made by L'Observateur
in its last sensational issue any person of average intelligence, who
is not biased or prejudiced, can easily detect that the defendant-
newspaper stands convicted by its own attempts to deny some of
the charges preferred against it, and its complete failure to deny
others. The answer that the writer of Le Meschacebh's article is
either jealous or insane is absolutely no defense and our IDIOTIC
CONTEMPORARY cannot be freed from public condemnation by
raising such non-sensical issues.

Unfortunately for L'Observateur and its conspiring adherents
the management of Le Meschac6b6 is hacked up by enough "gray
matter" to see through and denounce their villainous policies, No,
Mr. L'Observateur, your status is by no means enviable. Why
should the author of our last article be jealous? If you had used
the term "SYMPATHY" it would have been more consonant with
the real tenor of Le Meschac6bb's article. As to the writer's sanity
(an issue which you raised) he is perfectly willing at any time to
appear before a "jury of his peers" and prove it. But you, Mr.
L'Observateur, could not even be a witness in the case because
you have proved conclusively that you are not a person of "PRO-
PER UNDERSTANDING " In your last article you virtually de-
fine a yellow journal as one put up by yellow hands or negroes.
A few li,ies below you state that altho we claimed that the Berthe-
Jot faction made no fight against the Convention, yet we admit
that said faction was victorious and superior where work was done
by it. You overlooked or misunderstood (purposely we presume)
the essential qualification which was made in our article, namely,
the concession, SIMPLY FOR THE SAKE OF ARGUMIENT, that
the Berthelot faction worked like demons against the Convention,
then followed the natural conclusion which you asininely took to
be an admission on our part that work was actually done by the
Berthelot faction. Mr. Editor, you should, have these articles ex-
plained to you or to the one who writes for you before attempting
to answer them. Again you state parenthetically that Mr. Rerthe-,
lot is absent from the parish from January 1st., to December 31st.
(a malicious lie because he is always at the Court-house whenever
his duty calls him there ) and you finally ask the Meschac1be to
tell the people how long and how often the sheriff absents himself
from the parish. I mention all these things simply as evidence
that the writer of L'Observateur's article is not a person of "'proper
understanding" and thereby unfit to'testify as to anybody's Sanity
or Insanity.

Our last article warned L'Observateur that it cannot fool all the
people all the time. The asinine reply was Le Meschacb4e and the
Berthelot henchmen had been doing this very thing for a great
many years. Watch out, old Scout! Such a statement incriminates
a majority of those who are on your side of the fence now. Remem
ber, the present HART-BODIN-MONTEGUT Faction and all their
henchmen and pirates (as you called them) used to be Berthelot
henchmen, and not a great many years ago either.

It is quite true that a proposition was made to a party by the
name of WALLACE LASSEIGNE a few years ago and the proposi-
tion was of the following tenor: the present editor of Le Meschachbe
would remain editor and Mr. Lasseigne would be the PRINTER,
that is, he would do the MANUAL work of the office. We all recog-
nizehis ability to set types etc., but being the editor, the very brains
of th~ establishment, is wholly a different matter. He was never
even thought of in the latter respect.

In answer to the charge that the editor of L'Observateur had
circulated a petition to impeach the Sheriff on account of his non-
enforcement of the Gay-Shattuck law, L'Observateur cowardly
terms it as a "Misunderstanding on the part of the non-official." I
As a shelter or an attempt to mitigate guilt, the calumnious editor
states that it wps the sheriff himself who was trying to impeach
our present native Judge and that as usual it was L'Observateur
who brought out the news.

The mere fact that L'Observateur "brought out the news" does
not even tend to prove that such a petition was actually circulated,
because it is a well-known fact that the "discoveries" of that paper
a5r usually creatures of its editor's own imagination. As to the

statement that the present editor of Le Meschac6be was asked to
sign that petition to impeach our good Judge, we wish to brand
that statement as a most infamous and malicious LIE.

L'Observateur says that "Le Meschacebb readily notices that the
Polle Jury is no longer composed of a butch of Monkeys, etc.,
The 'bonehead" editor apparently did not see through the sarcas-
tic.rem k. _- . .- -. - L_I•LL "- Y L -. ,.t T......

Le Meschacebe has never at any time said that the Police Jury
eonsisted of a bunch of Monkeys. It was L'Observateur who used
he sianderous statement. The point Le. Meschaceb6 made and

whichthe editor of L'Observateur failed to grasp was that three
members fromtthe left bank, who heretofore were Monkeys in the
ean L.'Observateur, were immediately transformed into 'honor-
na men" as soon as they were of the opinion that L'Observateur

tahold be made the official journal. The poet was correct when heIaid: "Where ignorance is bliss "tis folly to be wise."
As to the so-called suggestion of the editor that we say some-

thing and=not wait until he starts the racket in orddr to jump on
.bIm we•wishto say that the policy of Le Meschace6b has always

and asB ays will be to publish authentic news and knock or
no one unless circumstances make it imperative that such

be made.-Like.all reputable newspapers we are not advo-
S +t o u atlal journalism or the publication of so-called news

w veabsolutely no foundation in fact. If that is what L'Ob-
.eans when it suggests that we "say something" our
Sthat we don't handle that kind of goods to our custom-

iwer, if L'Observateur or any other newspaper gives
tix i which in our judgment is fallacious we often-
Itour bounden dutyo- the public toexpose the fallacy,
have reptedly done on numerous occasions with

oft Observ tent.
: makes a bighmtah over the fact that a lawyer

a me4~smer of the GrauadJury Now, will LObse=r-
tell sitf there saything dishonorable about that

-is that a lawyernever has been chosen to serve on the
ahe ma iat ilea He: undt ers aves mat

ibilin the SheritOffcc 7e peh i

li* t ion to even beatin Alta' sh

Vikor hinself; how canbe*t` s
Editor, it might be good f r .ser

-PIolonius -ohih soLaert:
4 .. 3o- f ' sif- rir3;

"Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice:
Take each man s censure, but reserve thy judgment."

In the.second column of his fiasco our genteel editor says that
during the Marrero-Middleton fight the present editor of Le Mes-
chaceb6 would say in addresses to the people: "If anyone needs our
"kap-kap" sheriff he must go to Covington, where he lives."

The editor of thispaper remembers the incident very distinctly
and does not hesitate or fear to admit it, with the exception of the
word "kap-kap" which in our opinion is a very vulgar expression.
and a slang used exclusively by the editor of L'Observateur in his
weekly sensational issues.

However, if the editor of L Meschac6bb stooped so low as to use
such vulgar words as "kap-kap" in a speech he naturally must
have been referring to the editor of L'Observateur and not to the
Sheriff. The editor feels that he has done L'Observateur a grave
injustice by giving sheriff Berthelot the name of "kap-kap" which
naturally belongs and should a! vays he applied to the editor of our
little "Journal Hebdomadaire INDEPENDANT" and not to our
good, upright and consciencious Sheriff.

In the last paragraph of his sensational fizzle L'Observateur dis-
plays the part of a great Prophet by attempting to convince an in-telligent public that in January next we can look for Sheriff
Berthelot's defeat.
Have a little patience Mr. Editor wait for the great "Denouement"
of January.

Let the wise conscientious and intelligent voters go to the Pollsand they will show you better an I more than we can tell you, how
YOU and your gang of REFORMERS will be slaughtered by theelectorate of St. John parish.

---- ----- --- -~.-- _ .......

Public Schools Opened.
Session Inaugurated Last Monday With

Record Attendance.

The public schools of St. John
parish opened Monday vwith
a full complement of teachers
and with extremely bright
prospects for a year of bril-
liant scholastic achievement.
Reports from various sources
indicate a record-breaking
attendance of pupils: The
teachers employed for the
;1current session have been
selected with great care,
stress being placed on qualifi
cations and experience, and
witlisuch a competent corps
in charge of the schools, our
people may look forward to
one of the most successful
terms iii the history of the [
educational system of the
parish.

Supt. Lionel J. Bourgeois
through the generosity of the
school board in providing
clerical assistance in his office
will hbenabled to spend the
greatea part of his time
among the schools, thus keep
ing in direct touch with the
progress of the work.

CHURCH FAIR.
RECENT DONATIONS.

J. T. Gibbons, Check for $2150
Renaud Bros. Transportation Co.
(') Ton of ice. Gerstendorfer
Bros., 36 small can Sapolin Var-
nish Stains with brushes.
Strauss, Pritz & Co.. thru cour-
tesy of Mr. Casse. I case 1 doz.,
quarts "Lewis 66 Whiskey."
American Brewing Co., I case
36 pintsNational Beer. Aug. II.
Flaspoller & Son thru courtesy
Mr. Alovon Granier, 1 Large Ham
Riverside Wine Co., 1 case 12 bot
ties Cal. St. Julien, Nicholas
Burke Co., Ltd, 1 case Arcasin
Ginger alL Pelican Cracker Co.,
- ecase assorted cakes, R. F.

Clete & Co., 1 case 12 bottles
Claret Wire.
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CHURCH FAIR NEWS.

Colonel Ruffin G. Pleasant
To Visit The Fair.

Every one will learn with
pleasure and interest of the
Announcement that Col. R.
G. Pleasant, accom manied
with friends, will mingle
with the good citihods 9
Edgard at the Pair ci&fra-
day. All will strive to-make
Col: Plkasant's stay ams
us, a pleasurable event long
to remembered by the At-
forney Generali. bWO the
way is a candidate of the
governorship of I a••i •"na.
Other prominent men in pub
lie life have also expressed
the desire to be presenti but
it is not possible tq 'tate
just. who will cod.-.

But little else remains to be
saidi before THE I:IG
CHURCH FAIR opeId to
night. It is to be hooed that
the fine spirit of co-operation
evidenced on every side so far
will continue to exist through
out the duration of the Fiar,
and, thus greatty ontj~urte
to the success financially and

iotherwise.
It must be remembered %hat
the Fair will be a grand oc-
casion for much social plea.
sure, where old friends will
meet again, and many n`ew
acquaintances formed as well
So do not neglect this"ppor-
tunity to enlarge your circle
of good triends.
While it would be premature
to make any statement, at
this time, concerning theire-
silt of the Fair, still very
ndication points to a huge
success and judging frow ti=
tepo rts on all aid s, tbere
will be: present - `t


