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The testimony of

i A vacancy having been crea
'ted in the office of Sheriff of
| this Parish due to the death
‘of Hon. Wm. J. Hart on Au-
| gust 19th. 1920, the Governor
(called a special election for
{October 12th. to fill said va-
|cancy.

i Thereupon, the Parish Com
| mittee met and ordered a pri-
| mary election for the Ist. of
{October.

| At a subsequent meeting of|
ithe Parish Committee to re-
lceive notifications of candi-
|dacy, three candidates quali-
fied, viz: E. H Alexander,
{Wm. B.Hart and Emile A.
iPicou.
| Each candidate submitted
| names of two electors to act
jas commissioners in each of
Ithe six polling precints of
(this parish.

‘; Up to the 28th. of Septem-
|ber, and for about athree
{months prior thereto, Dr.
{ Feucht, Vice-Chairman, act-
ed as Chairman of the Pa-
rish . Committee in the ab-
sence of Chairman Berthelot
| from the Parish. Mr. Berthe-
lot returned here on Septem-
ber 28, 1920.

Due* to a combination or

~ Donaldsonville, la.
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“dicker” between Alexandre
and Hart, the former noti-
fied Dr. Feucht, Vice-Chair-
man, of his withdrawal from
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igh Dr.

sent from Baton Rouge and,
thence, the Committee, throu
‘ Feucht the acting
Cpalrman, caused the name
of Alexandre to be printed
on the substituted ballots
used at said election,

There can be no question
that the Committee, in the
absence of the official ballots
had the legal right to cause
substituted ballots to be prin
ted, ted, under Section 17 of
the Primary Law which
says: ‘“‘That in case the bal-
lots to be furnished to any vo
ting place in accordance with
the provisions of this act,
shall fail, for any reason, to
be delivered, or in any case
after delivery they shall be
destroyed or stolen, or should
errors or omissions goccur in
them, it shall be the duty of
the Chairman to cause other
ballots and cards of instruc-
tion to be prepared SUB-
STANTIALLY in form and
number of the ballots want-
ing and to be fhrnished, etc.”
Hart being defeated, by Pi-
sou at the election of Octo--

pearing on the official ballot |

stated,
truth, that there is not a scin-
tilla of evidence in the record
to show that the system
known as the “endless chain”
was practiced or attempted.

Not a single witness preten-
ded that he had ever heard
that the “endless chain” was
used im this election.

ber 1st. by a majority of 8
votes filed a suit contesting

| .
In spite of the loose manner| tuted ballots without the de-

in which the election was con
ducted, THERE WAS PRAC
TICALLY NO EVIDENCE(
OF FRAUD.”
The Court, however,
and should have
cause it is a fact, that there |
is no evidence AT ALL in the
record that a single dishonest | WINNING,
.vote was cast;
vote was prepared outside of
the polling booth; that a sin-|sults came in showing that he
gle voter was intimidated or
threatened; that a single vo-
ter was watched while mark-
ing his ballot, except those
who were entitled to and ask-
ed for assistance; that every
vote which was cast was not
hol;lestly counted and tabula-
ted.
The Court should also have
is the

because

fact that - every one of the

that a single

The

tachable slip were used, nei-
ther he nor his representa-
tives made amy protest, or
complained, or took any steps

could | to stop the election or correct
stated, be-|the irregularity.

On the contrary, they ALL
VOTED, took their chance of
participated ig
the election and did not begin
to “HOLLER” until the re-

wag DEFEATED.

INDICTMENT QUASHED

L’Observateur’s Charge
Against Picou Absolutely
Unfounded

Slanderous Publication in-
tended as Election Propa-
ganda Proves Boomerang

Our scurrilous contempo-
rary, L'Observateur, in its
last issue made a final at-
tempt to have the people
swallow its candidate for

grounds:

rish Committee) under

whose direction
and fraudulently gonspire

the people;

were not used;

the raceon September 28,
1920, TWO DAYS BEFORE
THE ELECTION.

Dr. Feucht immediately
sent a telegram to the Secre-
tary of State advising him of
said withdrawal. The Secre-
tary of State never acknow-
ledged receipt of this tele-
gram, and on the same day
(September 28th.) the Pa-
yish Committee received 2
telegram from the Secretary
of State to the effect that
the ballots were printed and
would be shipped on that day
' The evidence shows conclu-
sively that on September 28,
20th. and 30th. the three
days prior to the election, re-
presentatives of the Parish
Committee called at the Ex-
press Office to get the offi-
cial ballots printed by the
Secretary of State but that
same had not arrived.

The evidence is positive and
stands uncontradicted that
these ballots reached the Ex-
press Office at Edgard on
October 1st. THE DAY OF
ELECTION, at about 8:30
A. M. Under the law the
polls open at 6 o'clock, A. M.
No one was informed of the
arrival of the ballots until the
day after the election.

Section 15 of the Primary
Law says: “That the Secre-

— of Write, t

".
telegraph

- Geismar & H

e

By T T R N

eymann,

Telephone Main - 2647,

316 Baronne Street,

eans, La.,

tary of State. . .SHALL send

elephone ©X?| 1 suificient number of bal-

lots etc. to the respective
chairmen of -the respective
committees in each of the
several parishes, s0 as to be
received by them at least
‘| THREE DAYS PREVIOUS
TO THE DAY OF ELEC-
TION.

In view of these facts and
the above provision of the
law, the Parish Committee
was justified in reaching the
conclusion that Alexandre’s

: : New Ol;l

e ) ettt | RN

withdrawal was too late to
prevent his name from ap-

e e e

lots used

tributed were identical wit

the election oni the following
(1) That the officials (Pa-

said elec-
tion was held had “illegally

together to defeat the will of
(2) That the Secrretary of
State did timely send to the
Parish Committee the offi-
cial ballots, but that same

(3) That the name of Alex-
andre appeared on the bal-

(4) That sample ballots dis-

the fraudulent ballots used.
(5) That substituted ballots

1200 ballots which were prin-
ted were accounted for anad
were  found in the boxes
when the ballots were count-
ed in open Court is evicence
that it was not practiced in
Yithis election.

d| Petitioner Hart prayed that
the election of October 1st.
be declared null and void;
that, in the alternative, if the
Court should decree the elec-
tion to be valid then that he
Hart, should be declared the
aominee for the reason that
he received the larger num-
ber of votes castand thata
recount of the ballots would
show this to be true.

h| The ballot boxes were open-
od and the ballots counted in

Sheriff by trying to besmear
the character of the opposing
Candidate, Sheriff-Elect Pi-

In glaring head-lines it
sought at the last ' minute to
convince the intelligent vo-
ters of this parish that Judge
Picou had
against him since 1913 for
Extortion in Office. «

indictment

It copied what purported to
be an extract of the minutes
of the Court, and maliciousl;
BAILED to reproduce th~t
part of the minule, oI il ¢
Court which gave Judge
cou “carte blanche” and f..:,
EXONERATED him of the
charge made against him gn

e R = B B B

used did not contain detach-
able slip with number there-

ot ;
(6) That ballots were ille-
gally marked outsihe of the
poll and voted

(7) That polling booths were
not in conformity with law;
that commissioners were not
sworn;* that therewere no
cards of instruction.

It was admitted that the
supstituted ballots used at
said election did not contain
the detachable and numberec
slipss and that no cards of in
struction were printed for
the reason that under the
circumstances it was physi-
cally impossible for the prin-
ter to do this kind of work;
it was also admitted that the
name of Alexandre appeare
on the ballots used for the
reason above-mentioned; all
the other allegations of Hr.
Hart's petition were 5p&_3c1if1—
cally denied and nota scintil-
la of evidence was produged
by Hart’s attorneys showirlg
or tending to show that saic
election was not E:arried on
in an honest and fair manner.

The evidence shows, as well
as the opinion of the lower
court, that the election was
honestly conducted.aqd that
there was fraud, innm@atmn
interference, brow beating of
dishonest voting during the
election. Judge M}ddleten, in
his opinion, speaking of the
irregularities alleged to have
been- commiitted, frankly
says: “The Court is frank tc
say that it does not believe
that these violations were
deliberate or for the purpose

ceedings,
Hart and his coterie o
losers” persistently sought
ind obtdined the judicial an-
nullment of the whole elec-
tion for the soie pufpose of
aking “two Dbites at the
cherry,” and all to no avail.
The only thing*accomplished
was the saddling of heavy ad
ditional election expenses on
innocent taxpayers of

nulled

open Court with the result
that PICOU’S MAJORITY |, .
was INCREASED to NINE i

(9) Votes.

Instead of abandoning his

case at that stage of the pro-
as was expected, of Monday, December 15.

f “hard

the
this parish.

The election was an
because of the fact that tk_le
ballots used did not contain

which minutes nead as fo.

Indictment Quashed
Extract from Court Minutes

1913.
28th Judicial District Court
Parish of St. John the Bapt.
State of Louwsiana
vs
% Emile A. Picou
Violation of Act 59 of 1888

The trial of this case was
called to be takep up, when L.
R. Rivarde, of counsel for ac-

indictment, which motiofi
was sustained by the' Court,
and on motion of counsel for
accused the Court crdered

che detachable and numbered| o™ ha occused be DIS-

slips and also because the
polls were not surrounded by
a railing 50 feet from the bal-
lot box. Everyone
that at said polls the secrecy
»f the ballot was preserved
ind that these same polling
places had been used fot elec-

testified

CHARGED and his BOND
CANCELLED.

derous accusation was know, -
ingly false and malicious, and
made for the sole and only
purpose of injuring the can-

tion purposes for time im-|didacy of Judge Picou, and

memorial.

That the election of October

COWARDLY made at the
LAST MINUTE when it was

Ist. was honestly conducted|impossible for JUDGE PI-
s now universally conceded| COU- to make this public
n view of the result of thglDENIAL through the press.

second primary wherein Mr.

PR

Picou again defeated Mr. e e
Hart by the larger majority NOTICE !

of 14 votts. : The annual meeting of the
1The undisputed and uncon-istockholders of the GARY

-radicted evidenc

e show that|STATE BANK, to elect a
\lthough Hart and all hisiboard of directors to

serve

zommissioners (and he had a|during the ensuing year, will
majority of the commissio-|be held in Gary State Bank,
ners at each poll) knew onlon Tuesday, November Oth,
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the morning of the election|between the hoursof3 and
rat ida that the official ballots had|5
of assisting either candidate-Ryo¢ arrived, and that substi-

P. M.
| J.J. GEBELIN; Cashier.

cused, filed a motion to quash |

We submit, that said_sl?:.n-i 3
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