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CHRISTMAS LETTER

*"Now, -Allie Bag, the rag doll, lived
in another place from the one that
Great Aunt Mary lived in.  Now and
again Great Aunt Mary came to visit
Allie’s mother, and once in a while
Allle recelved a letter from Great
Aunt Mary,

Allie glways sent Great Aunt Mary
a birthday present, and she always]
sent her a Christmas present, too.
b She used to receive a nice Christ- |
2 ' Ias present froin Aunt Mary each

; : year—sometimes it was something to
wear, or perhaps a little toy, or a
b plece of pretty ribbon or maybe a
*F lttle toy piece of jewelry.

Now ance one of Great Aunt Mary's
lefters  to Allle . was »so- nice that
i Allle wanted to enjoy it—mnot only with
b other dolls but with children—espe-
clally girlg
Of course Allle felt that all of
Great Aunt Mary's letters were nice,
but she did want to share that speclal
one. And so she shared it with many
others, ;
Now others lked that letter that
i Allle received from Great Aunt Mary,
and some ssked Allie if.she wouldn't
: : please let them see another of Great
Aunt Mary's letters, ;
Bg Allle wus delighted, and here ia
Great Aunt Mary's Christmas letter to
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JOHN DICKINSON SHERMAN
: HREE 'WISE MEN, as everyone
™) knows, pald homagé to Jesus
S8 at his birth, Their story is told
~ 4 in part thus in the Gospel ac-
s -] cording to St. Matthew:

' © Now when Jesus was born
‘inHethlehem of Judea in the -
- days of Herod the King, behold,

., there came wise men from the
_East to Jerusglem, :
-Baying, where iz he that ls

in the East, and are some to worship him.

[-Was troubled, and gll Jernaalem with him,

y.| born King oim.'lm?forw have seen his star
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 17

JESUS AMONG FRIENDS AND FOES

LESSON TEXT—Luka 10:35-42; 11:14-54

GOLDEN TEXT-Ye are my friends, &
¥ye do whatsoever I command you.—Johf
16:14. %
aﬁ‘l:lEF"l?!'.'l'CE1'{(:E MATERIAL-—Luke 2:36

PP"™MARY TOPIC—Jesus in the Home
of Fr :nde.

JUNIOR TOPIC—Jesus Among Frlends
and Foes.

INTERMEDIATE AND SENTOR TOPIC
—Friends and Enemies of Jesus,

YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOPIC
—Christ’s Methods of Dealing With Peo-

ple.
1. Jesus in the Home of Friends
(Luke 10:3842).

There is no place where true charac-
ter 18 so clearly revealed gs at home.

1. His Reception (v. 38). Martha
was the head of the home, therefore
she received him. It would be a fine
thing if all homes were open to re-
celve Jesus.

2. Mary Sitting at Jesus' Feet (v.
30). She, of fine spiritnal discern-
ment, knew that sitting at the Lord'a
feet and hearing His Word was that
which wounld please him most. -

8. Martha Cumbered About Much
Berving (v. 40), Both sisters loved
the Lord. It would beimpossible to
say which loved the more; but Martha
was bent on providing a fine meal for
Him. She was trying to do so many
things that she was on the verge of
distraction. This had so completely
got on her nerves that she found fault
with Jesus for permitting -Mary to
leave the kitchen to listen to His
teaching. Not only did she criticize
her sister and Jesus, but she assumed
the authority to command Him to send
Mary back to the kitchen to help.

4. Jesus' Answer (vv. 41, 42. (1)
Rebuked Martha (v. 41). He did this
tenderly, for He knew that she loved
Him sincerely. (2) Defends Mary
{v. 42). He declared that but one
thing was veedful, and that Miry had
chosen that good part which eould not
be taken away  from her.*

I Jeaus Among Foes (11:14-23; 20
32337-54).' "' T A S

1 Charged With Being in League
With the Dewil (vv. 1423). Being un-

| willing: to- receive Him ag the Son of

God, and yet unable to account for
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