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CHAPTER Xi—Continued.
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“Precisely,” answered Erskine, “and
when?”

“At the first opportunity.”

“From this moment I shall be wait-
Ing for nothing else.” ;

Barbara, reappearing, heard their
last words, and she came forward paie
4nd with plercing eyes: ]

“Cousin Erskine, I want to apolo-
gize to you for my little faith. I hope
you will forgive me, Mr, Grey, your
horge will be at the door at once. I
wish you a safe journey—to your com-
mand.” Grey bowed and turned—furi-
ous. :

Erskine was on the porch when Grey
came out to mount hiz horse,

“You will want seconds?”
Grey.

“They might try to stop us—no!”

“Y shall ride slowly,” Grey sald.
Erskine bowed. -

“I shall not.™ ”

Nor did he, Within half an hour
Barbara, passing through the hall, saw
that the rapiers were gone from'the

asked

. wall and she stopped, with the color

fled from her face and her hand on her

‘dey's gone!” RBarbara'flew out the
<door..
In a' few moments she had found
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“Perhaps we may meet When

think it quite fair that you with your
gkill ghould fight a man who knows
nothing about foils¥”

“There was no other way,” Grey
said sallenly.

“And you conld not wait, I pre-
sume?" Grey did not answer,

“Now, hear what I have to say, and
if you beth do not agree, the matter
will be arranged to your entire satls-
faction, Mr. Grey. 1 have but ohe
question to ask. Your country is at
war. She needs every man for her
defense. Do you not think your lives
belong to your country and that it is
selfish and unpatriotic just now to
risk them in any other cause?’ He
walted for his meaning to sink im, and
sink it did.

“{'glonel Dale, your nephew grossly
insulted me, and your daughter showed
me the door. I made no defense (o
hir> nor to her, but I will to you. I
mereiy repeated what I had been told
and I belleved it true. Now that I
hear it is not true, T agree with you,
sir, and 1 am willing to express my
regrets and apologiea™ - i

“That is better,” sald Colonel Dale
heartily, and he turtied to Erskine, but
‘Erskine was crying hotly: = &

“And I express neither. =

“Very well,” sneered Grey. ml:g'
mtives are not present to protect you.”
. "Uncle Harry—" Erskine implored,
but Grey was turning toward hig horse.’

#“aAfter all, Colonel Dule is right.”

“Yes,” amsented Krskine helplessly, |

and then—*"it 1s possible that we shall
pot always be on the same side.”  °

“So I thought,” returned Grey witih
; eyebrows, “when 1 heard what I

ehafing, and the musical cluning &
trace-chalng came from the barnyard
Hungry cattle were mooing and full-
nddered mothers were mooing answers
to bawling calves. A peacock screamet!
from a distant tree and sailed forth,
full-spread—a great gleaming winged
jewel of the air. In crises the perves
tighten like violln strings, the memory-
plates turn abnormally sensitive—and
Erskine was not to forget that hour.

The house was still and pot a soul
was in sight as the three, still silent,
walked up the great path. When they
were near the portico Harry came out.
He looked worried and anxious.

“Where's Barbara? asked her
father.

“Loeked In her room.”

“Let her alone,” said Colonel Dale
gently. Like brother and cousin, Har-
ry and Hugh were merely irritated by
the late revelation, but the father was
gshocked that his child was no longer
a child. Erskine remembered the girl
as she walted for Grey's coming at the
sundial, her face as she walked with
him up the path. For s moment the
two boys stood In moody silence.
Harry took the raplers In and put
them In thelr place on the wall. Hugh
quletly disappeared. FErskine, with a
word of apology, went to his room,
and Colonel Dale sat down on the
porch alone,

As the dusk gathered, Erskine, look-
ing gloomily throngh his ' window,
saw the girl flutter like 8 white moth
past the box-hedge and down the
path. A moment later he saw the tall
form of Colonel Dale follow her—and
both passed from sight. On the thick
turf the colonel's feet too were nolse-
less., and when Barbera stopped at
the sundial he teo paused. She was
unhappy, and the colonel's heart ached
sorely, for any unhappiness of hers at-
ways trebled his own.

“Little girl!” he called, and neo
lover's voice could have been more
gentle, “Come here!™

She turned and saw him, with arms
outstretched, the low moon lighting
all the tenderness in his fine old face,
and she flew to hlm and fell to weep-
ing on his breast. In wise silence
he gtroked her hair until she grew a
little calmer.

“What's the matier, little daugh-
er?”

*“I—J-—on't know.”

. %] upnderstand. Youn were quite
right to send him away, but you did
oot wsnt him harmed.”

“]—]—didn’t want anybody barmed.”

“I anow. It's too bad, but none
of us seem quite to trust him.”

“That's it,” she sobbed; "I don’t,
either, and" yet—"

“] xnow. I know. My little girl
must be wise and brave, and maybe
it will all pass and she will be giad.
But she must be brave. Mother is not
well and she must not be made un-
happy too. She must not know. Can't
my little girl come back to the house
Now? She must be hostess and this is
Erskine's last night.” She looked wp,
brushing away tears.

“His last night?" Ah, wise old
eolonel ! ;

“Yes—he goes tomorrow to join Cap-
tain Clark at Willlamsburg on his
foolish campalgn in the Northwest.
We might never see him again.”

. “Ob, father!” .

| | #Well, it lsn’t that bad, but my 1t-

fle girl must be very nice to him. He

_{ seems to be very unhappy, too."

PBarbara looked  thoughtful, but

. her father's arm, and when they
.4 reached the steps Erskine saw her

B
253
f

.ﬁi_?
Enfe
Bied

5¥38
:

T

IMPROYED UNIFORM IRTERNATIORAL

SundaySchool

' Lesson "

(By REY. P. B. FITZWATER, D. D,
Teacher of English BEible in the Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago.}

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24

A LESSON IN TRUST AND PRE.
PAREDNESS

LESSON TEXT-—Luke 12:13-40,

GOLDEN TEXT—The life is more than
meat, and the body 18 more than raiment,
—Luke 12:23.

PRIMARY TOPIC—The Story of =&
Foolish Rich Man.

JUNIOR TOPIC—A Foolish Rich Man.

INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TOPIQ
~Rich Toward God.

YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOPIC
—True Riches.

Bince on October 8 we had a lesson
on the birth and childheod of Jesus,
many will doubtless prefer to have
this new lesson instead of the Christ-
mas lesson,

I. A Warning Against Covetousness
{vv. 13-21).

1. The Occaslon (vv. 13-15). One of
the company requested Jesus to be
umpire in a disputed estate. Two
brothers were in trouble over an in-
heritance, Christ refused to enter the
sphere of the civil law and warned
against the spirit of avarice, Christ's
mission was preeminently spiritual,

2. Enforcement of the Warning (vv.
18-21). The parable of the rich man
shows clearly that to be concerned
with earthly riches while peglecting
God is the height of folly, The Lord's
warning is of great importance today;
for many are seeking gold and forget-
ting God. Note (1) his Increase in
goods (v. 18). His riches were rightly
obtalned, for the ground brought forth
plentifully. This shows that a man
may be rich because of the Lord's
blessing upon him, (2) His perplexity
{v. 17). His land was producing more
than his barns would hold. He did not
want It to go to waste. If he Had pos-
sessed the right views of life and a
sense of stewardship before God, he
would have seen that his barns at least
had enough for his personal needs and
that he could have distributed his sur-
plus to the needy and for benevolent
purposes. (3) T e fatal cholce (vv.
18, 18). Fe chose to enlarge his
barns and give up his life to ease and
luxury. It ought to be a delightful
task for men whom God has made
rich to devote thelr time and energy
to the distribution of their possessions
to benevolent purposes. (4) The aw-
ful indictment (vv. 20, 21). God calls
him a fool.

1. The Certaln Cure for Anxiety
(vv. 32-34). !

Having shown the folly of the rich
man who gained gold but lost God, He
now urged the disciples te trust God
and dismiss all anxious care. He as-
sured them that they need not be anx-
fous even for the necessities of life,
Note: :

1. The Argument (vv. 22, 23). This
is summed up in one brief sentence:
“The life is more than food, and the
body is more than raiment.” The God
who gave the life and made the body
should be trusted to provide food and
clothing. -

2. The Hlustrations (vv. 2428). (1)

{hose flowers which: appesr but for a
day, how much more will He clothe
His children! : :
. 8. The Exhortations {vv. 20-34). (1)
Make not the getting of food and

. { clothes your chief concern. Trust God
{ to provide them. (2) Beek the king-

dom of God (v. 31), These who make
'God’s kingdom first shall have all their
_needs supplied (Phil. 4:19). (B) Be
afraid (v. 832). God’s good pleas-
re is upon His own, and all good
1 He give them. (4) Prae-
1 in order to be able to
o thoss in need (vv. 83, 34),
of such deeds will tend to
the thoughts upward to God—to

dy for the Coming of the
). BRI T 3
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for Him that He will take deilght in

Copyright, 1922, Western Newspaper Uniom. |
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sitting at the banquet with thew, and |
_ | even serve them. The parable of the
‘| thief shows thal the time of the Lord's

FAMED NEW ENGLAND CHURCH

Edifice Erected at Bennington, Vi, 160
Years Ago, Known All Over
the Country.

Early this month the First Congre-
gational church in Benningtom, Vt.,
which has the double distinction of
being the first church built in the state
of Vermont and the reputation of be-
ing the most beautiful ezample of
colonial church architecture in north-
ern New England, celebrated ita 160th
aunlversary.

The Bennington church is famous
all over the country. It has been
photographed perhaps ms often as any
church in the United States, a day
seldom passing without some tourist
halting for a snapshot. It is located
on the heights at the western side of
the township overlooking Bennington
villaga,

The First church was organized the
first week of December, 1762. Thls
was before Vermont had become a
separate state, and while it was a
part of New Hampshire,

In connection with its construction,
there is un entertaining legend. In the
days when the Bennington folk de-
cided that they must have a church,
there was but one book on chureh
architecture in the whole distriet, and
this wus owned by an architeet In
Bennington. The loeal folk studlied
the book and devised the church after
suggestions contained In it,

After the church was built it be
came famous throughout the district
and, soon, other townships wanted to
bulld and sent to Bennington to bor-
row the book. Bennington informed
them they would have to come and
do their studies in architecture on the
fr-ot, as the book would be kept in the
town.

¥From village and hamlet, came com-
mittees of bulldars, carpenters, stone
workers and window and interior fin-
ishers. The book was lent to them and
they met In the church to read and
d;gest it, After thelr studies were
done, the committee used to assemble
and discuss the plans for thelr own
church, devising modifications of the
design used in Bennington, in order to
get original results.

Thus the church became the model
for all Vermont’s church builders.

Flamingo Curlous Bird.

A curious combination of beantiful
coloring and ungainly form is present-
ed by the flamingo. In ghape it is
midway between s goose and a stork,
ranging, when full growm, between
and 614 feet In height. Its humped
body 1s supported on legs amazingly
long and thin, while its slender neck
curves upward llke a big letter S, and
ends In a small head with a great flat
down-curving beak. 2

The lo'wer part of this beak forms
a deep, broad box, into which the
apper part fits ke a cover. When
the bird is feeding on shellfish or wa-
ter plants in the shallow mud flats
the neck Is twisted like a corkscrew
until the head is upelde down; then
the top of the beak is pushed along
through the mud like s scoop shovel,
gathering in the food morsels.

During the nesting period the fe-
male builds a curious mound of mud
like a tiny voleano, in the crater of
which a single egg is lald. On this
the mother bird sits with legs drawn
up like & grotésque statue on a pedes-
tal. )

~ Oidest of Reptiles,

The “{utaters lizard™ is saild to be
the most remarkable creature now liv-
ing In New Zealand and the cldest ex-
isting type of reptile. So deeply are
naturalists Interested in this curicus
specles of animal, which seems to be

ag closely related to turtles as to}

llzards, that legislative protection has
been secured for it, says the Wash-
ington Star. Unfortunately, the eggs
of the creature do not sppear to be
covered by the protective act, and grat-
ification has been expressed: in cer-
taln quarters that only one man, &

- Mr. Henaghun; who can be trasted,

knows where to look for the preclous
eggs. Before they are all’ destroyed
it is hoped that the biologists will
have an opportunity to determine how
the strange animal is developed, and
whether it is more a lizard then a
turtle or more a turtle than a Hzard

Young Russiana Hiiterats.
What struck.me most, -as I:-went
through the Russian villages, was the

| fact that the young genersilon—the
. | boys and girls under sixteen and even
‘up to elghteen—were mostly illiterate.
| "1 could not quite belleve that the

revolution hed not given the people
what was' their most ¢lemeniary de
mand. But the more I questioned the
people, the more I realized that it was

- As a result of revolution, civil war,
famine, and all the other evils, a gen-
eration was growing up in those vil-
lages that had not seen the Inslde of

& scheol. Throughout the entire coun- |
try—in the cities as well as In the vil

Iages, but especially In the latter—the

schools have perhaps sufféred most|
oil. Millions of children |

of school age are without schooling—'
Louls Levine in the Atlantic Monthly.

According to Size.
A certain bakery makes bread of

two sizes, a farge 10-cent loaf and a|
-1 smaller 6-cent loaf. It also has some|
.o | customers of, large proportions ang
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-In_College.

“Is your som In college?’

“Technically, yea."

“Hey?"

“He Iy touring the country with the

glee club just now.” ?




