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News of the Week. 
FAST. 

-Tk# Iron merchants of New York, attri-
Mjibn lookout at Manchester, England, to 
4lbet that the high price of English irou 
dliMnaeed pnxlurtion in this country have 
fliidstd to* American market wholly inde-
!«®it if Great Britain. The importation 
>< Brttlsli Iron HUH couutryis very light and 
»jfneäto ftfecia] pr xlucts «tich »h Sootoh 
pj|. Àilwrican iron is now sent to Canada, 
itiminomarn in California who formerly ob-
»MiBtlisir iron from England at» now 
tajfog It in Pittsburg. An extensive dealer 
iiiid, in raakiug an estimuto this week in re­
late eleven hundred tons of shoot iron, to 
ian found that it eonld be bought of Ameri-
tte BanufsflttU'sr« at half a cent per pound 
lambin the price of ?n inferior grade iui-

Twrted. ' ' ' 
-The Btateacnt is now made tluit Kai.» 

Moddvtl'e confession,' published some tim» 
1(0, Mciwing herself of being the lhurderer of 
(liBle«âooiiinch, WaÀ a police fiction to da-
i«ie the alleged murderer, Jlogcoe, into a betf 
lit that the woman Stoddard stood accused 
«1 condemned herself to save him, and that 
ktneed not fly from justice. The so-called 
mfeeiioti was put forth by commissioner 
Jotrdah and «x-Ciiief of i'olice Campbell, of 
Brooklyn. 
-The amount of United States moneys and 

mntitiee redeemed and destroyed during ibe 
ending June 30,1878, shows ft total oÇ. 

|l«,74S,962. The average daily destruction 
i fractiona} currency was over $110,000. Th» 
iHBOunt of legal tenders deHtmyed diiriiig the 
tar »*« •65,01^,067. 

WEST. 
•A number of gentlemen from England 

nfSeotliuid w/l/»tart for Knuetn in company 
AOeorge Omit, of London, who baH pur-
(ta»a»t!ouiityi]i that stete for the pprpose of 
loading; a eofony. The main pnrj>aw».of the 
pjectwillbe agricultural, and the principal 
Mure «took raising. 
-The United States Indian agent for the 

talk Indiana states that since the lut of Stay 
«taie took charge of that agenoy twenty 
»Her« had beeu committed in a Hoope of 
«amtry coutaining less than 15,000 persons» 
ndtlat ï ot one has been arrested or pun 
•W. Three of these murders wore eom-
àtM#jr the Lighthorse who wero conspira-
t« it the place and that the parties wore 
kffled Mhila in the custody of officers under 
h »lean pledge of fair trial by the law. 
iWcee from all parts will demand that the 
Wian country »hall be put under protection 
i the TrrHed State govern meat. 

•The director« of the lorthera Pacitic 
aiitowicompany have accepted the new line 
"•«mended by Oen. ltosser, from Bismarck, 
to pnwit end of the track, to the Yellowstoue 
""tot. and luve called for proposals to 
W« «idbridge this section of 205 miles 

«^edition is now proseouting the survey 
^«P "1B 'a't bank of the Yellowstone 
1 K'jlar, where it will Join the aur-
"'Bvle Uli year from .the west, and thus 
"Bpietetha eurveyed line aerose the eonti-

Tho entire command is expeoted to re-
w» to Fort Rice abeat Oet. 1. 

8i|»rt« from the Indian territory, says 
Chiefs Santanta and Iiig Tree hod 

at Port ßibson, where thoy will ro-
»til Hie meeting of the grand council 

"i*n iwl Cam anches in October, when 
^ Ukea to Port Gill, and be form-

™'««»ed from oaptivity. ,• 
• 1« officially announced that tho Modoc 

Oapt. Jack, Bchonchin, Black Jim, 
One-eyed Jim, and Cox will 

) o':t0h°r S^' for tlle ""urdor of Oen. 
• *M Peace Commissioner Thomas. 

INTELLIGENCE. 
'Sect 'TOm 'j0tM'on> "ays the plot to 
, "Moepe of the bank of England 

^» *rraa|*d in New York, and dia-
The wardens 

with a hundred 

ho would grant in return extensive commer­
cial privileges, allow tho erection of naval 
store-houses and tho use of the host timber 
for ship building. Tlie Silltan was informed 
that a better way to present his proposition 
«'a.* t'ö senti a special envoy to the Umted 
goveniment. 

IN GENERAL. 
' —'J'he bonds specified in tho new call have 
already, many of them, been presented for re­
demption. Tliey m'e presented by the Syndi 
cat®, who, it appears, long since purchased 
them At a'discount, liefore it was known that 
they wero to be" rodéèmod. It is stated that 
the Syndicate control most of bonds under the 
new call, which thoV Acquired hi this way. 

—During tho first year that the' business of 
the late Froedmon's bureau bas been tindor 
the charge of tho adjutant geueral's office, in 
the war department, claims- amounting to 
sM'24,228 liaVo been prepared for payment, and 
only awaK the call of the claimants and an 
appropriation of oiie hundred thousahd dol­
lars to carry on the business. 

—The bureau of education has infrmaotion 
that Chicago und Cincinnati, each, received 
from the Vienna exposition the grand medal 
of progress for their, system of education, 
teaching and instruction, and Cleveland, and 
JackjKravity, W"wiß, }W'e awarded * diplo­
ma of merit 111 the same ÄepArttfi&nt. In ^hifi 
one department of ciiucation, teaching and 
instruction twenty-five prizes were Awaided 
United States exhibitors. 

—There is a heavy pressure at Washington 
for a change in the postal law by the next 
congress'allowing free exchange of newspa­
pers, and the renewal of franking in some 
modified forni. 

—The board of VislttA'S-to West? Poftit have 
submitted their reportJ>o ,tUe Wfcet^ry of war, 

•They recommend that filé coursé of instruc 
tion should if possibWie. somawliat enlarged 
by allowing some time to be given, to literary 
and historical Btudies, and to exerciso in elo­
cution. Even a purely military education ean 
not be said at the present day to bo complote 
which omi(s wholly (fram-ite course <rf instruo 
tion history and letters. The fact that eo 
many of tlifc last appointees failed in literary 
examination is attributed mainly to the want 
of thoroughness in the schools of tho eiun 
try with respect to the primary work. The 
academy owes it to itself and its influence as a 
national institution 011 the whole system of 
popular education, to vender* and publish to 
the world this honest verdict. If our school 
boards and superintendents Hud teachers ii 
the north and in tho south, in the east and iu 
tho west, will but heed the verdict and use due 
diligence to correct this great defect, some 
abiding good may come from the mortifying 
experience of this year's examination. 

—It is officially denied that tho peace com­
missioners or the interior department furnished 
the Sioux with breech loaders or other arms. 
Any weapons they liave must have been fur­
nished by traders. Tl.e officials regrot that 
tho friendship of the Pawnees for the whites 
should excite the hostility of the Sioux, but it 
is not thought the government \yill interfere 
further than to keep the peace' among tin* 
tribes. The fact that the army uses the Paw 
nee« as scouts, it is thought, may intensify the 
©ninity of tho Sioux. " ' j 

THE OLD CANOE. 

Where tlic rtmlf« arc «ray and tho «höre in steep. 
Am! Hi»« water« bolow loolt dark and deop. 
Where the rugged pino, iu UH lonely pride, 
Lefwin gloomily over the murky tide; 
Where the reeda and runhea are loug and rank. 
And the weed» «ruw hanlr-
Where thé shadow 16 U«^tvythewhofe<l^ , 
There lien at it« r 

Ättvy t 
rmgs tho old eauoe. 

"*rn ra New ' 
letters. 

^tZh "m brib*d 

^,l?erfWBl'Tlkrt> &J' deeoons, min-
»Ill wT* *mPl°y °t the govern-

liait Pr„, di"»l«»ed at the expiration of 
(fc.® °°ntrftfta, at tlie repeated one. 

Tke aJ'î. * ''»Partmeut of religion. 
™l™e»i*n imtit«te has received » 

k_ - *î°03 M. I.PTerier, director of th® 
Siting that a comet ha« 

g 

SÎ2«t: 
,!«<Kin^b7M' B*relli ^ Marseilles in 
*^8* 45 mi ÖOrt^ Moenaion and 

*onih declination with a 

S»1^'r0U »aye : " The ' Syndic' 
«4, , Z* nott(w Prohibiting all persons, 
""Wm*ki"8 Pilgrimagee, 
W»S' « Jo group«, from passing 

" '* reKardod as a fanati-

report that deetruc-
l1>c*uttT »ffiicted the provinoe 

^ »' tUrty-flve hundred native 
««»io»,'?e?,1!wept tway- There 

**a*rt*lned from naval officeer 
0,8 e&8t' th*t »II the tril>ea 

, Pftio° of Sumatra, hereto 
^ilii have joined the 

^kawi,,,' , m ou* tribe alone 14,-
te the ,MR P*PP*R plantation« and 

î?*'!*d» ia of 1,16 Sultan. The 
W fea«POf4ril-T *u*P#n<led by the 
Z^totuT by the 
ft?<'ttWli. TK">*" af ^«'r contemplated 
^ ̂  0, ^ had at Petang, 
^ ^ 4nd on the war 

» 
of EemeuA Aclu'1*« »bout the 

The SultMl- in re-
& ̂  y,the BriU#h 'o make a 
S*,*»* «r£ ? he ̂  do «». every 
SÛ^ÏiîWRr«!!110 eh0a!d P®n»h- A 

w Wio°f Achiw *X 

"«O give him protection 

Woman Degraded. 

Iteecher Point« a Motal with Some tlnn-
alornrd Modern Tales. 

In popular theory, and to a certain 
extent in law, woman still remains a 
weak, wavering shadow of man, his 
helpless care and absolute property. 

It was this most monstrous conditiou 
which made of Walworth, tho husband 
a brutal, domestic tyrant; a course 
domestic bully. Should not a mail do 
what he would with his own? It was 
this sentimental nonsense that made of 
Walworth the son a calculating parri-
oide. Should not a son " protect" his 
mother? That the costly legal ma­
chinery of a sovereign state stood ready 
to " protect" her, as threatenings and 
pistols oould not, was a fact too com­
monplace to weight with him. Her 
honor being insulted, chivalry demand­
ed that , he should avenge it. Smith, 
who killed a man and tried to kill a 
woman, because that man paid court to 
that woman, justified himself a hundred 
times oyer with the same plea, "She 
belonged to nié.0 Àn& fie died, to Iiis 
own thinking, in the full odor of sancti­
ty, and in the sincere belief that lie had 
committed no crime. Gillem coolly 
stabbed his wife because she refused to 
live with him on account of his de­
bauchery, faithlessness and violence. 
He thought that he exercised the plain­
est right of a husband, and said to the 
polioeman, " Yon'd have done the same 
if your wife had left you." And that 
policeman admitted that he snw the 
murderer lying in wait, know his mad 
rages, and feared some violence, but 

did not like to interfere between man 
and wife." Goodrich happened to be 
the victim instead of the victor, under 
his system, which was evidently the 
same—namely, that the woman is the 
absolute prbpÀ-if of the man and the 
creature of his will. Tp his thinking, 
she had no rights in the case. 

These are not pleasant pictures ; but 
it is only in their concrete form that the 
bad tendencies of society arrest the 
general mind. The one hope of dimi­
nishing crime is to reform those false 
modes of thought which generate 
crime. No one of those is more dan­
gerous than the notion of a man's own­
ership of a woman, and of woman's 
accountability to man. It brutalizes 
the lower classes from end to end. Its 
consequences touoh unborn ohildron 
and keep the ranks of rogues and 
pans perfull. It makes the men the of 
upper classes tyrannous and selfish ;* 
the women silly, exacting, frivolous 
and weak. It leads to crimes of sensu­
ality and violence, and sets the code of 
honor above the law of the land. 

Half the socialitiestieus that vex our 
souls will be answered when the world 
concedes that a woman is a normal, re­
sponsible individual ; that she must be 
the protector of her own honor, the 
judge of her own duty, the keeper of 
her own oonBcienoe, answerable only to 
the law and to heaven. There will be a 
lofty observance of marriage, a noble 
race of children, only when the man 
and woman are intelligent equals and 
friends. And in that day the world 
will be ashamed to remember through 
how many centimes it ranged men into 
a mock order of devotees and women 
into a sentimental priesthood. 

Tho nnelfRs paddles are idly dropped, 
Likri a sea-hird'H wing« that tlie storms had lopped, 
And crossed on the railing, oije o'er*one, 
Like llio folded hands w hen the work is done ; 
While busily hark and forth between 
The spider stretcher his silvery screen, 
And tho solumii owl, with his dull "too-boo." 
Settles down on the side of the old canoe. 

The stero Ixulf sunk in the slimy wave, 
Rots slowly away in its living grave, 
And the green moss creeps o'er its dull decay 
Hiding fts moidering dust away, 
Like the hand that plants o'er the tomb a flower, 
Or the ivy that mantles the falling tower ; 
While many a blossom of lovelist hue 
Spring« up o'er the stern of tho old canoe. 

The current less w aters are dead and «till—" 
Hut the light wind plays with the ln>at at will, 
And lazily in and out again 
It float« the length of the rusty chain, 
Like the weary march of the hands of time, 
That meet and part at the noontide chime, 
And the shore 1« kiH«ed at each turning anew 
By the dripping how of the old eauoe. 

Oh, many a time, with a careless hand, 
I have pushed it away from the pebbly strand, 
And paddled it down whore tho Htr<3am runs qtiiok. 
Where the whirls are wild and the sddie« are thick, 
And laughed as I leaned o'er the rocking side, 
And looked below in the broken tide, 
To see that tho faces and boats wero two. 
That were mirrored back from tho old canoe. 

But uow, an T loan o'er the crumbling side, 
And look below in the sluggish tide, 
The faco that I «oe there is graver grown). 
And the laugh that I hear has a soberer tone. 
And tho hands that- lent to the light «kJff wings 
Have grown familiar with sterner things, 
But I love to think of the hnUrs that sped 
As I rocked where the whirls their white spray shed, 
Kro tho blossoms waved, or the green grass grew 
O'er the mouldering stern of the eld canoe. ' 

TAYLOR S BOY. 
Down the Weill. 

Taylor's boy is a white boy. He is 
rather large for his age, which numbers 
the best jmrt of ten summers and nine 
winters, for ho stands on his two naked 
feet amid tlie briars and rocks of Penn­
sylvania nigh unto live feet high. And 
rather old for his age is Taylor's boy, 
for lie knows how to unhang gates, las­
ten tin kettles to dogs' tails and suck 
eggs better, more securely and more ex­
peditiously than any boy in this—the 
stump-speakers'—broad land. Taylor's 
boy's figure is like unto a long stick split 
at one end and thrust into a short pair of 
trousers. Taylor's boy's father says the 
cotton factories running on short time 
can't make cloth fast enough to keep his 
boy in trousers. The truth of which as­
sertion is plainly apparent to any one 
from even a cursory inspection of Tay­
lor's boy's trousers, which, on weekdays, J 
reach just below hisknees; and if hehath 
Sunday trousers of a longer pattern, 
Taylor's boy never wears them. Tay­
lor's boy's entire wardrobe seems to con­
sist of one pair of trousers, one pair of 
leather suspenders and one straw hat. 
Taylor's boy wears the crown of his straw 
hat on the back of his head ; tho front 
part of the brim, whichis detached from 
the rest of his hat, usually rests 011 Tay­
lor's boy's nose. Taylor's boy takes his 
observations through the opening be­
tween the crown and the brim. Tay­
lor's boy's head is shaped like the heads 
of the Aztec children, who used to ex­
hibit in the side shows of the moral cir­
cus, it runs rather conspicuously in the 
rear. Pete Johnsing, as his mother calls 
him, is a oolored boy. Pete is rather 
small for his age, which is all the way 
from one year to five, just as Mrs. John-
sing happens to recollect it. Pete is just 
about the size of a hand-organ monkey. 
Pete is rather young for his years, un 
sophisticated, and innocent like. Pete 
spends most of his time catching at the 
hind part of wagons, playing iu sand 
puddles in the road, and in climbing 
spouts. The agility with which Pete 
will mount the smoothest spout makes 
me think of Darwin. Like Taylor's boy, 
Pete runs a great deal to trousers ; but 
Pete's trousers are as much too large as 
Taylor's boy's trousers are too small. 
The average of trousers between them is 
tell right, but the individual fit is awfttl. 
Pete's trousers reach up to his neck, and 
trail ten or twelve inches in the rear. 
Pete's mother is economical in hat ; 
Pate has no hat exoepting his hair. A 
few days since, while I was drowning 
out dyspepsia with the sweat of my brow 
in my father's garden, Taylor's boy loped 
over the wall like a young giraffe, and 
wished to know if I would allow him to 
pick some of the raspberries. As Tay­
lor's boy looked as if raspberries would 
help him some, I consented. Soon af­
ter, Pete Johnsing came over and made 
the same request ; and, as I am not the 
mnu to make any invidious distinctions 
on account of color as to another man's 
raspberries, I consented to Pete's pick­
ing. In my father's garden there is a 
large cistern, used to catch rain-water 
for carriage washing and vegetable in-
vigoration. Near the opening in the top 
of tho eistern, said aperture being about 
four feet square, a box is usually kept, 
ostensibly to cover the opening, but real­
ly to enable any night trespasser to trip 
over the same, with a lively chance of 
pitching into the cistern ; and there have 
been for two years past lying near the 
cistern the relics of a pump, one of those 
patent pnmps which won't pump ant» 
never would, stich as lunatics in­
vent and disingenuous pump-peddlers 
beguile honest folk with. When they 
had eaten their fill of raspberries, Tay­
lor's boy suggested that they haye acir-
ou-3. And, without consulting me, Tay­
lor's boy selected the top of the cistern, 
near the box and patent pump, as a suit­
able place for his gymnastic perfor­
mances. It is proper for me to state in 
this connection that, knowing something 
of Taylor's boy's idiosyncrasy for get­
ting kittens and colored boys into trou­
ble, I should have selected some other 
place had I been consulted. But as I 
have remarked, I was not consulted. Nor 
had I any idea there was a circus exhib­
iting in the neighborhood until I was 
startled by the loud shonting of Taylor's 
boy, " Nigger in the well ; nigger in the 
well. " Taylor's boy's presence of mind 
did not desert him. Feeling that a fel­
low-creature's life was in danger, first, 
Taylor's boy threw into the oistern a 
piece of plank, and then a pickaxe, and 
he was. tugging away at the patent pump 

as if to throw that in, when I accosted 
him. " What are you abolit there, Tay 
lor'e boy ?" 

"Nigger in tho We; 
wftt we»*; I'm gtving 
to keep him up." 
- "Keep him up!" I remarked. ''How1 

long do you suppose a pickaxe will keep 
tho boy afloat ?" 

Taylor's boy made no reply, but voci­
ferated vehemently, " Niggef in the 
well ! nigger in the well !" ; 

Taylor's boy's shoutings brought Mrs. 
Johnsing to the door, Mrs. Jobbing be­
ing engaged just then at our family wash-
tub ; Mrs. Johnsing took in tlie situa­
tion at once and started for the cistern ; 
just at she reached it her foot caught in 
some of the gearing of the patent pump ; 
she tripped, and went headlong into the 
oistern. 

"Two niggers in tho well!" cried 
Taylor's boy. 

" The well is full of niggers !" And 
up the street he started, shouting at the 
top of his voice : " The well is full of 
niggers! The wellia full of niggers!" 

As you may well suppose, things were 
rather lively in that neighborhood for a 
few minutes. Taylor's boy's statement 
of the condition of the well alarmed all 
the neighbors, who, rushing into thè 
streets and hearing Mrs. Johnsing's and 
Pete's screams for help, and not being 
able to locate these, ran madly to and 
fru «tjuiuBi/ cocn otner, in quest 01 the 
immersed colored folks. At length we 
fished them out. Mrs. Johnsing, as soon 
as she reached dry land, getting lier son 
apd heir into the proper position, ad­
ministered to his person a heavy dose of 
shoo <; and Pete, released from the ma­
ternal embrace, observed to Taylor's-
boy, who had assembled again: "See 
yere, Jim Taylor ! Did you frow my. 
mother into dat well ?"—New York 
World. 

The Family Letter. 

1 family letter is written on Sun-
Fhe reason that day-is select daj^L I 

1$ bpflnu« M the, lei^ 

Japanese Fans 

Many of these fan-pictures are illus­
trations of national classics, fairy tales, 
and historic legends. On this neutral-
tinted reverse, for instance, a curved 
line dashed across the disk is a slack-
rope ; on it is a nondescript dancing, 
and below a half-kneeling figure repre­
sents the juggler or showman. He is 
gesticulating wildly with liier fan, his 
mouth is wide open with well-simulated 
astonishment at the iöäties of the crea­
ture 011 the slack-rope. Thià performer 
is like a badger ; yet it resembles a tea­
kettle. Its body is the kettle ; one cun­
ningly curved paw is the spout, another, 
which swings the inevitable umbrella, 
is tliè handle, and the tail and hind 
legs form the tripod on which the ket­
tle sits. The story of The Accomplished 
Tea-kettle is very old, and numberless 
versions of it form a staple dramatic, 
poetic or artistic diversion of the Japa­
nese. Briefly, it is related that a com­
pany of priests, who dwelt by them­
selves in a temple, were affrighted by 
their tea-kettle suddenly becoming 
covered with fur and walking about the 
room. It bothered them very much by 
its pranks, being part of the timea useful 
and sober culinary utensil and partly u 
mischievous badger. Catching it and 
shutting it up in a box, they sold it to a 
traveling tinker for a trifle, thinking 
themselves well rid of it. But tho tink­
er, though sorely affrighted when he 
found what a bargain he had gotten, 
shrewdly put his bewitched tea-kettle 
to good account. Ho traveled far and 
wide exhibiting his wonderful beast, 
which diligently performed on the slack-
rope. Princes and nobles came 
throngs to see his show ; and so he 
made himself very rich by his unique 
entertainment. The lucky tinker and 
his accomplished tea-kettle furnish 
forth adventures for the Japanese play­
goer as numerous and varions as those 
of our own Humstv Dnmpty, dear to 
the heart- of every English-speaking 
child. On the reverse of another fan 
you discover an illustration of fairy 
lore. A hare and a badger, grotesque­
ly dressed in waterman's garb, are each 
paddling about in boats on a small 
sheet of water. They glare at each 
other defiantly, but the hare, notwith­
standing he keeps his simple expression, 
seems to have the advantage of the 
other. The hare and the badger, in 
the story of The Crackling Mountain, 
were old foes, and had many a tussle, 
in which the hare usually got the better 
of his adversary. Finally the hare, 
having built a wooden boat, set off on a 
voyage to the capital of the moon, in­
viting his enemy to accompany him. 
The wary badger refused, but building 
a boat of clay, he followed the hare. 
The waves washed the clay so that it 
began to dissolve ; then the hare, pad­
dling his craft full upon tho lnckless 
badger, crushed his sinking boat, and 
the wioked animal perished miserably 
in the water. In these fanciful pictorial 
conceits the Japanese greatly excell, 
Hoksai, a Japanese artist, says an in-
•lligent writer on Asiatic art, has mod­

estly protested that it is more easy to 
draw things one has never seen than to 
represent objects with Vrhich everybody 
is familiar. But these fantastic crea­
tions of the imagination "are" all so care­
fully and characteristically limued that 
they deceive by their realism. You 
think that these odd creatures must 
have been studied from life. You pay 
an unoonscions tribute to the artist'a 
wise interpretation of nature, for his 
fundamental idea is natural.— Scr$-
ner's. 

THERE is a movement along the whole 
line of tha woman's rights phalanx. 
Everywhere they are getting up peti­
tions to be sent to the legislatures when 
in session, asking that the property of 
women mv be exempted-from taxatiop. 
No vote, no tax, is their motto. 

THB bustle and panier have gone out 
together. 

The quiet of thè" day, its" 
lief from all influences that irritate or 
agitate, frees the mind from irrelevant 
and. antagonistic matter, and makes it 
pre-eminently a fit occasion for com­
muting with distant loved ones. In 
niuQ cii&c.s out of. ten tlie letter is written 
by the head of the family, and of those 
sent an equal proportion are addressed 
to his wife's folks. We don't know why 
it is that a man so rarely writes to his 
own folks, but as it is not the province 
of this article to treat on that subject, 
We will pretend we don't care. 

The hour beitig selected for inditing 
the letter, the first thing is to find the 
paper. There is always a drawer in 
every well-regulated family for keeping 
such things. It rs either in the table or 
Stand- Here the writing-paper and odd 
screws, and fiddle-strings, and broken 
Ipcks, and fish-lines, and grocery re­
ceipts, are kept. There may be other 
things, but if there are he will see 
them. TI10 sheet of paper is finally 
found ; the fly stains neatly scraped olf, 
and the search commences for the ink 
and pen. The former is invariably 
found on the mantel next the clock, and 
is immediately - laid on the table con­
venient to the rwi^r1 

CUsticair, -ir>.-|niro,s if the letter is to be 
written to-day or next Sunday. This 
inspires the wife with new zeal in the 
searoh. She goes over tho drawer again 
because .qhe knows he wouldn't see any­
thing if -it was right under his nose, but 
the pen is not there. Then she looks 
over the top of the bureau, and lifts 
everything on the front-room table, nnd 
says it -seems so singular it caii't be 
found, when she saw it only the day be­
fore« and thought about the letter. Then 
she goes into tho pantry, and, after ex­
ploring the Tower shelf in vain, stands 
upon a cluiir, and carefully goes over 
the top shelf where the medicine bot­
tles and unused cans are stationed. 
After she has.done.this, she starts up 
stairs, and pretty soon returns with the 
pen, and takes it to the sink to wash the 
grease from it, but does not succeed in 
qtiîte effacing the delicate sceut of ber-
gàmot. This leads him to observe that 
anybody, who takes a pen-holder to lift 
hair-grease from a bottle, is too pure 
and innocent for this world. 

Everything now in readiness, good 
humôr is-restored, the wife takes a seat 
opposite, with her elbows on the table 
and her chiri in her hands, and assumes 
an expression, of countenance that is 
mysteriously calculated to both en­
courage and depress the writer ; and he 
grasps the pen tightly-between his fin­
gers, aud stares at the paper with an 
intensity that is entirely unnecessary. 
The date line starts off glibly, and then 
suddenly ceases as it reaches the date 
'itself. He puts the holder in hiB mouth, 
and immediately spits it out again, 
•making up a face that is no wise sug­
gestive of bergamot, and pettishly asks 
her if she knows the day of the month. 
Of course she does. It is the 13th—or 
is it the—but no—it must be. She hesi­
tates, stares at him, wavers, and is lost. 
She don't know whether it is the 13tli 
or 18th, but the almanac will tell, and 
she at once starts to hunt it up. This 
occasions a delay of some 15 minutes, 
during which he makes 95 passés at one 
fly. 

The date having beeu satisfactorily 
settled upon, and the things which 
rolled over the floor, as the stand-drawer 
unexpectedly fell out, having been re­
stored' to their place, the date line is 
completed, and "Dear Mother" started. 
The pen is a home pen, of bashful 
moiild,' and whenever it starts a line it 
requires half a dozen passes to make it 
give down. All home pens do this. 
And atl home sheets of paper hâve weak 
spots which the ink refuse^ to cross, 
thus creating some remarkable divisions 
of words, and considerable confusion 
among sentences. Some of these spots 
are two inches in diameter, and any­
body in the next room can tell the mo­
ment the writer comes to them, just as 
well as if he was looking over his 
shoulder. When the letter is completed, 
which generally occurs at the end of the 
fifth hour from the commencement, it is 
carefully read over and supplied with 
absent words, and then gone over again 
and artistically touched up with the 
pen at the bare places. Then it is 
folded np ready for the envelope, and 
the 4iscovery i® made that there is no 
envelope in the house, and the letter is 
tncked in behind the clock until the 
Want is supplied.—Danbnry News. 

SCIENCE is the element in which great 
things. fashion themselves together ; 
that at.length they may emerge, fnll-

and majestic, into tho daylight 
1, which they are thenceforth to 
Not William the silent only, but 

all the considerable men I have known, 
and the most undiplomatic and unstra-
getic of these forebore to babble of 
what- they were creating and pro­
jecting. Nay, in thy own mean per­
plexities, do thou thyself but hold thy 
tongue for one day, on the morrow 
how much dearer are thy purposes and 
duties ; What wreck and rubbish have 
those mute workmen within thee swept 
away, when intrusive noises were shut 
out !, Speech is too often, not as the 
H^enchmsn defined it, the art of con­
cealing thought, but of quite stifling 
and suspending it, so that there is none 
to conceal. Speech, too, is great, but 
not the greatest. Speech is silvern, si-
lenoe is golden ; or, as I might rather 
express it, speech is of time, silence of 
eternity.—OaWy te. 

QUEEN VICTORIA is said to have been 
much annoyed at the shah's kiss. She 
had only'to have held up her hands and 
John Brown would have bounced him. 

Womanly Dignity. 

Nature, which lias given weapons of 
aaâtn$U or means of defence to almost 

ade man anda-
woman with 

dignity. And IHIH the liest, of it. 
In fact, womanly dignity may be ac­
cepted as one among many explanations 
of that legendary power which turned 
tho bravest man to stone, and made th 
might- of the strongest like water ii 
their bones. What can any one do 
against it? As well try to penetrate 
the armadillo's coat of mail by a needle, 
or make a hole in a pachyderm by a 
popgija, as fire a woman to passion or 
melt her to pity when she has once en­
trenched herself inthe stronghold of her 
dignity. No argument can shake her, 110 
reasoning convince her ; despair dies 
away in querulousness, aud the plead­
ings of love itself fall dull and blunted 
from her stately self-possession like so 
many toy shafts hurled against a pol­
ished and impenetrable surface. Indeed, 
how can you rage in anger, or abase 
yourself in entreaty, to a creature who 
is icily polite, loftily unmoved, not to 
be goaded into the smallest demonstra­
tion which would put her in the wrong 
and give you a vantage-point against 
her, and whose calm eyes look at you 
with a kiud of superior scorn which, 
while it maddens you, offers no point of 
«ttonlr? Wl.ot vnl, /lr,9 
nothing. The means of defence which 
nature has given are unassailable, aud 
a difiniged woman is mistress of the sit­
uation by the very power of negation, 
if by none other. But there are various 
kinds of dignity, and if some are more 
exasperating than others, some are very 
lovely, and among the greatest charms 
of womanhood. There is in particular 
that soft dignity which belongs to wo­
men who arc affectionate by nature and 
timid by temperament, but who have a 
reserve of self-respect that defends 
them against themselves as well as 
against others. These have a quiet dig­
nity, tempered by much sweetness of 
speech and manner, that is the loveliest 
kind of all, the most subtle aswellasthe 
most beautiful. They are like the lady 
in Cornus, and seem to cast the spell of 
respect on all with whom they are as­
sociated. No man, save of the coarsest 
fibre, and such as only physical strength 
can control, could be rude to them in 
word or brutal in deed ; for there is 
something about them, very indefinite 
but very strong withal, which seems to 
give them special protection from inso­
lence ; and a loving woman of soft 
manners, whose mind is pure and who 
respects herself, is aimed with a power 
which none but the vilest can despise. 
This is the woman who gets a precise 
obedience from her servants without ex­
acting it, and whose children do not 
dream of disputing lier wishes ; who, 
though so gentle and affable, stops short 
of that kind of familiarity which breeds 
contempt, and with whom no one takes 
a liberty. For this, one can scarcely 
give a reason. She would not ramp or 
rave if she was displeased, she would 
not scold, she could not strike ; but 
there is a certain quality in her which 
we may not be able to formularizo, yet 
which would make 11s ashamed to pass 
beyond the boundaries of the strictest 
respeot, and which restrains others less 
consciously critical than ourselves ao 
certainly as fear. It is the respect we 
pay to those who respeot themselves ; 
the consideration and honor which all 
real purity of nature demands and ob­
tains. This is womaaly dignity in its 
loveliest aspect, and the kind we all de­
sire to see in women, whom it would not 
harden, nor render less than loving. 

THE INFLUENCE OP CHARACTER ON 
CHILDREN.—The chief influence by 
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THERE is no girl on earth, whet lier 

the daughter of prince or pauper, who, 
if made a perfect mistress of all house­
hold duties, and were thrown into a 
community wholly unknown, would not 
riso from one station to another, and 
eventually become the mistress of her 
own mansion, while multitudes of 
young women placed in positions of 
ease, elegance and affluence, but being 
unfitted to fill them, will as certainly 
descend from one round of the ladder 
to another, until nt the close of life 
they are found where the really compe­
tent started from. Mothers of Ameri­
ca, if you wiBli to rid your own and 
your children's honseliolds of the de­
stroying locusts which infests your 
house and eat up your substance, take 
a pride in educating your daughters to 
be perfect misstress of every home 
duty ; then if you leave them without a 
dollar, be assured they will never lack 
a warm garment, a bounteous meal, or 
a cozy roof, nor fail of the respect of 
any one who knows them.—Ex. 

INFLUENCE OF A HAPPY CHILDHOOD.— 
Tho recollections of a thoroughly happy 
childhood (other advantages not want-
ng) are the best preparation, moral and 
intellectual, with which to encounter 
the duties and cares of real life. A 
sunshinnv childhood is an auspicious 
inheritance, with which, as a fund, to 
commence trading in practical wisdom 
and active goodness. It is a great thing 
only to have known by experience, that 
tranquil, temperate felicity is actually 
attainable on earth ; and we should 
think so, if we knew how many have 
pursued a reckless course, because, or 
chiefly because, they early learned f 
think of happiness aS a chimera, and be­
lieved momentary gratifications to be 

"the only substitute placed within the 
reach of man. Practical happiness is 
much often er wantonly thrown away, 
than really snatched from us ; but it is 
the most likely to bo pursued, over­
taken and husbanded, by those who 
already and during some considerable 
period of their lives have been happy. 
To have known nothing but misery is 

most portentous Condition under 
can start on its. 

the 

which any one can move the world has: 
no dependence of situation, fortune or 
condition, it is character ; the principle 
controling us, the affection animating, 
the spirit prevading our lives. In the 
little circle where we are best, known 
this influence remains even after we 
have passed away ; and upon all those 
whom culture has brought into perfect 
sympathy with us ; and through these, 
whose hands spiritually clasp ours as by 
an electric chain, into other hearts and 
other homes. First of all, children feel 
it. Where the light of a noble example 
has shone upon their path they tarry 
with them a spiritual illumination, 
when the sun has set that kindled them 
they beam down as with tlie soft luster 
of the moon. They go out into the 
great world bearing a lofty standard. 
They may be assured that such costly 
virtues as integrity exirt no longer: 
they know better ; they have seen it de­
livering from temptation, they have felt 
it sustaining under calamity, they have 
known it triumph over fear of death. If 
it is only to the grave of such a parent 
that they can go back there is a virtue 
which blossoms from the dust, which 
there reveals its fresh vitality ; which 
springs up thence to a better harvest. 
Liberal Christian. 

CHINA is building up a navy that will 
soon be more formidable than that of 
Japan. At Foochow, English and 
American engineers have been for sev­
eral years engaged in teaching Chinese 
workmen to construct steam vessels. 
Eleven have already been launched, 
and four more are under contract to be 
finished before February, 1874. One of 
the steamers is a first-class corvette, 200 
feet long, 37 feet beam, and carries- a 
formidable battery. New York may be 
visited by a Chinese man-of-war before 
many months have passed. The object 
of the Chinese is, no doubt, to mam-
tain the supremacy which they have al­
ways exercised in Eastern Asia, and 
which Japan and Corea have lately 
shown a disposition to defy. 

THE ladies of Philadelphia, Buffalo 
and other cities are organizing socie­
ties to second Mr. Bergh's humane 
work in behalf of animals. 

which human natur 
Isaac, Taylor. 

LADIES whose hands perspire freely 
consult comfort and economy by wear­
ing during the warm months lisle-thread 
gloves. These are now mado like kid 
gloves, with long wrists, fastened by 
two or three buttons, and are stitched 
on the back in lines of self-colored silk. 
Pale gray, pearl, drab and brownish 
buff are the best colors for summer 
wear. White thread gloves are not so 
popular as they formerly were. Eng­
lish thread gloves are fashioned with 
four seams in the fingers, precisely as 
kid gloves are, and cost eighty cents for 
those with three buttons, seventy cents 
for two-button gloves, while those with 
an elastic thread and only one button 
are bought for sixty cents. French lisle-
thread gloves fit admirably, and have 
but one seam woven in each finger. 
They are showu in dark colors, black 
and white, fastened by three buttons, 
for one dollar and ten cents, with two 
buttons for one dollar and with one 
button for ninety cents. These black 
thread gloves are suitable for mourn­
ing, and a grateful relief from the 
warmth of black kid. The Neapolitan 
gloves, of mixed silk and linen, are in 
grisaille colors, appropriate for half-
mourning. They are cool, and so soft 
that they do not have the disagreeable 
creeping effect, produced by more wiry-
fabric gloves. With double buttons at 
the wrist, they cost seventy cei.t-s. 

THE GRIEFS OF CHILDHOOD.—These 
bitter sorrows of childhood ! when sor­
row is all new and strange, when hope 
has not yet got wings to fly beyond the 
days and weeks, and tho space from 
summer to summer seems measureless. 
"Ah, my child, yon will have real trou­
bles to fret about by and by," is the 
consolation we have almost all off ns 
had administered to ns -in onr child­
hood, and have repeated to other chil­
dren, since we have been grown up. 
We have all of us sobbed so piteously, 
standing with tiny bare legs, above our 
little socks, when wo lost sight of our 
mother or nurse in some strange place 
but we can no longer recall the piog-
nancy of that moment and weep over it, 
as we do over the remembered sufferings 
of five or ten years ago. Every one of 
those keen moments has left its trace, 
and lives in as still, but such traces have 
blent themselves irrecoverably with the 
firmer texture of our youth and man­
hood ; and so it comes that we can look 
on at the troubles of our children with 
a smiling disbelief in the reality of 
their pain. Is there any one who can 
recover the experience of his childhood, 
not merely of what he did and what 
happened to him, of what he liked and 
disliked when he was in frock and trou-
f rs, but with an "intimate penetration, 
a revived consciousness of what he felt 
then, when it was so long from one 
midsummer to another? what he felt 
when his school-fellows put him out of 
their game because he would pitch the 
ball wrong out of mere willfnlnew ; or 

; 011 n rainy day in ffte'holïdnys, when he 
J didn't know llflw to amuse himself, nAd 
j full from idleness into 
j mischief into defiance, >£jl '{fMHNI wW-

ance into sulkine«^ or 
J absolutely refused to let him nWlfV 

i tailed coat "huit," ultUgiigJi every other 
boy of his ngo had gone into tail« 
already? Surely if we could retail that, 
early bitterness, anil the dim guesses, 
the strangely perspectiveloss conception 
of life that gave the bitterness its in­
tensity, we should not pooh-pooh the 
griefs of our children. Childhood haß 
no forebodings ; but- then, it is soothed 
by no memories of outlived sorrow. 
( Eliot, 

CULTIVATE HABITS OF OBSERVATION IN 
CHILDREN.— Tho boy whu lenYfte.sfiliyol 
with a fixed habit of observation is 
really just beginning his education. He 
is passing from the tuition of imperfect 
teachers to that of instructors whose 
store of knowledge is boundless, and 
whose methods are always the best. 
There is really no more curious study 
than Huit of men's habits iu this particu­
lar. To ordinarily observant people it 
seems simply a marvel that some men 
and women can see so much and learn 
so little. We ourselves have known, 
for instance, persons of fino ability, oc­
cupying editorial positions, who could 
never learn how to indicate a desired 

4-: - • - » • 1 »W ton 
when they were called upon to so inJI-
cate their wishes every day onproof-slips 
oil which similar alterations were marked 
already. We knew a shipping-clerk 
once, who,, after dealing directly with 
steamboats for years, was astonished to 
learn that a part of every steamboat is 
under water. The tendency to this 
habit of observation,'together with its 
consequent habits of comparison and 
reflection, natbre implants in every 
human mind, and it is this that gives 
birth to the perplexing questionings of 
all children. Wlleh it is allowed to de­
velop it-self, it becomes the best and 
surest o'f all educators ; but for tho 
most part it is rudely repressed in 
early childhood by reason of the indo­
lence of parents, and so wo find it ex­
isting very feebly, if at all, in half the 
people wo meet. Your child wants to 
know tho facts about everything he 
sees, and tlie reasons for them. Ho 
naturally asks his father or his mother, 
who to him are the repositories of all 
wisdom. It is not always easy to answer 
him ; and as the average parent cares a 
good deal more for his or her ov 
fort than for the future oharactÄ 
oh il d's mind, the matter is ctf™ 
disposed of by an injunction i 
questioning, which is as great an 01ÏT 
rago upon the child as anythiug can be. 
He has tho right to ask questions. The 
(lod who put it into his mind to ques­
tion you, made it your duty to answer 
him to the very best of your ability. 
And your ability to answer depends 
largely upon your indstryin trying to 
learn how. If you do not know the 
thing which he asks, and cannot find it 
out, or if it bo something which you 
cannot make him understand, you have 
only to tell him so, leaving him free to 
ask about the next thing that interests 
or puzzles him. If you repel him with r 

a mocking saw, or forbid his further 
questioning, yon injure him for life, 
quite as really and quite as seriously as 
if you did him physical hurt.— HeaHh 
and Home. , -

An Arab Tradition. 

"This tradition wiucli I toll you," 
said Ileis Hassain, " ia many centuries 
old. It states that there was a para­
dise, a temple built of precious stonetf. 
Man dared tiot utter its splendors. 
Deep in the midst of the palms of Eden '• 
it stood, angel buiit, a dazzling sanotu-
ary. Our first parents sang their ves­
per songs in the twilight shadows of its 
Courts; for there were .pillared halls, 
and the cloisters of emerald and pearl,' 
where fountains sprang idoft in the si­
lent noon, and long, luminous vistas, 
where, hand in hand, those first two lov­
era walked in sinless beauty. Then 
there were pinnacles and domes of sap­
phire, blazing in the sunlight by day 
and glittering in the starlight by night. : 

From court and terrace waters welled 
out, and iris-crested cascades fell down 
to cool shady dells of asphodel below ; 
for tho temple was placed far within the 
privacies of that valley of Eden. 
Whence the four rivers flowed eastward. 

" However, sad to relate, upon th»; 
day that Adam fell, this glorious tem­
ple was shattered into a millioa, frag­
ments, aud sown broadcast all over the 
earth. These fragments wo now light 
upon and gather up with cost and care 
and call them rubies, emeralds sap­
phires anil diamonds ; but they are,, 
ter all, only the splinters of that pr 
val place. The pmset splendors 
the diadem of princes, the milky 
that sparkles in the heavens, and tÜ 
spray that sparkles in the entanglemen 
of a maiden's hair, are like but the oost-
ly dust of that lost sanctuary—the sad 
remembrances of a departed Eden." 

A DANHURY man became convinced tho 
other day that woman's temper is very 
irregular. He had been molding bul­
lets, and had neglected to cool off the 
ladle in which the lead had been melted. 
While he was counting the bnllets his 
wife came into the room humming a 
tender love song. Suddenly the song 
ceased, and the man was made aware 
that something had happened by catch­
ing an adjacent coffee-mill on the bridge 
of his nose. The unhappy wife and 
mother had taken this picturesque mode 
of informing him that she had picked 
np the ladle by the hot end. 

PROFESSOR AOASSIZ desires to throw 
open to women all the educational in­
stitutions and facilities under his con­
trol. 
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