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SOUTH. 

•«£*•£• jiEWS OF THE WEEK, 

«cinso"" 

•^erywhaj, _ 
One thousand picked men have been 

„united for the navy in New Orleans. 
The New Orleans Picayune was sold 

, no" ™ '»»Ivb months' 
lia», Judge Alexander, of the Herald, being 

tin purchaser. 
A family of Moores, consisting of 

J linrtmd, wife, and child, en route for Texas, 
»«re murdered near Little Rock, l&st week, 

I kjitnknown parties. 
The stockhdders of the'Little Kock 

ind Fort Smith railroad, at the annual meet­
ing, held in Little Rock, agreed to disagree, 
uiä elected two boards of directors. 

The senate has confirmed, among 
libera, the following nominations : - W. W. 
Hniray, Unite I States attorney for West Ten-
Mtnee; Mrs. Ieona O. Johnson, post-mistress 
'at 8helbyville. Tenn. 

Information is received that a farm-
it living near Cambridge, ill Saline county. 
Ho., sold a lot of ho,-s in that town recently, 
receiving therefor about $1,000, and that while 
returning home he was overtaken on tho road 
by five men headed by a desperado named Tom 
Stun ton, who shot and killed him and robbed 
the body of the money. Shortly after the 
tragedy a genllemau, residing near by discov­
ered the body lying in the road, and hearing 
ID an pry altercation in an adjacent thicket 
«oiDprehonded the situation at once. He qui­
etly raised a number of neighbors, captured 
three of the murderers and hung them to a 
tree. They then started in pursuit of the oth­
er two, but at list accounts it was not known 
whether they had been captured. 

WEST. 

Lient. Hud/too, of the fourth cavalry, 
ms recently sent from Fort C.larïe -with forty 
men to intercept a band of Indians raiding on 
the Lower Neuces. On the 10th inst. ho 
itrack the band, killed nine and wounding a 
good many more, and captured 111 animals. 
Hie own casualties wore one man wounded 
lud three horses killed. This occurred on the 
feet fork of the Neuces. 

The arrest of John M. Whitney, at 
Salt Lake City, and Joel Lawrence, at New 
Jorlt, was made upon oojpplaint of E. B. Ward, 
of Detroit. It is claimed that about a year 
igo Whitney and Lawrence induced Ware to 
invest $200,000 in the stock of the Eureka sil­
ver mine of Utah, and that the mine was sal­
ted for the purpose of swindling. Ward un­
derstood that nearly $100,000 of Eureka stock 
weowned by other parties'who had also been 
Mailed. 

EAST. 

Thé owners of the steamship Ismalina, 
from N»w York for Glasgow, \ have given 
up »11 hopes of her safety. She had a crew 
of 15 men. 

By the deed of endowment of the 
at Penikez, given by Mr. Anderson, the 

tobacconiBt, Prof. Agassiz had the right to se-
lectbis successor as president, and he choose 
lue eon, Alexander Agassiz. 

Itof, Louis Agassiz died at Oam-
Mdge, Mass., Deo. 14, aged 66 years. He was 
I**« in Switzerland, and had obtained some 
«ffljoeuco among European savans when he 
®me to this country in 1847. 

Orders have been received from Wash-
to cease all extra work at the Charles­

ton navy yard and to resume the usual work-
hoars. The work of fitting out the Brook-

7® will proceed, but as the emergo icy is over, 
'»amber of employes will be digchargcd. 

FOREIGN. 

It is reported that tho king of the 
Mwitees is dead. 

Tho Batch troops have had an engage­
ront with the Achinese armv, and obtained 
"io Tiotory. 

The samving passengers and crew of 
U» Virginias have been delivered to Comman-

^ttiaU^1"' of the Unite t Statos steamship 

It is reported in Havana that the Vir--
^'ns will be taken to Washington, where an 

"Mtlgttion into her right to carry tho Amer-
10411 % will be had. 

Miniiter Sicklos has announced to the 
T^'sry of state the conciliation of conflict­
'sinterest r in the Spanish cortes and the cs-
"""•WMat of the Oastellar govomment. 

général. 

•ecrotary of the treasury is now 
hoods, loan of 1865, for now 5 per 

Of (he funded loan at par. 

tooh»*W8' E- L. Hoar, Cox and Hazel-
of th**" r*c*'Te^ lke appointment of regents 
jô^ ätithaouian institute for the next two 

»J»1* treasniy department is some* 
Pressed for money, not only by the fall-

Wit » m Peveuu©8, but by the extraordi-
l rilti0ü 0f H000,000 or $5,000,000 

Um rit '""l*086®- the early approach of 
1558. BPti0n °f the *20-000,000 loan of 

^wretary Delano warns territorial or 
6rS abseuoe from their poet 

Permission Hill be considered 

'•»"»Of absent **>S aUy 0ffi36r M'kin8 

»Uli % 
M w'11 accompany his request 

of ü'ooause for making such 

tho i^efa' or<*er has been issued from 
trots a.« , e^*rt,mon' informing all deserters 
Mb» 11 surrender them-

^-PMÜOIL a 1 ^ 1S74' they WiU receiTe 

or,f6itare of pay 
*
ui aUow-

'•»^'aurial^C f1^1 ^ r"8tor6d to dutT 
',k«Ç tjîthfn»)» unent 0,1 condition that 
«ßiHüte '. *®m out their fall term of 

^^'»»^eu.eofde.en.on 

C ONG RES SIONA L. 

In the senate, on the 15th. a petition 
was presented, asking con ress to take steps 
to provide for tho settlement of foreign difli-
culties by arbitration. In the contested elec­
tion case from Louisiana, a resolution was in­
troduced, that the credentials of P. ß. S. 
Piiiehback are formal and he is entitled to a 
seat in the senate, lrtv ng a prima facie case, 
which was laid over. A petition of ship own­
ers, with regard to the German award, was 
presented and referred. They claim that dur­
ing the rebellion they were engaged in com­
merce on the high seas, and that vessels be­
longing to them were destroyed by other rebel 
cruisers than the Alabama'and those named 
by the Geneva tribunal, and therefore they 
were entitled to a part of that award. House 
bill to provide for the redemption of t,ho loan 
of 1858, was parsed with several unimportant 
amendments. The financial resolution re­
ported on Wednesday last was then taken 
up. A substitute was offered, directing the 
committee to report such measures as would 
establish free banking, increase the volume 
of currency £100,000,000, and making the 
whole currency government issue. Laid over. 
A bill was introduced and referred to provide 
for tlieconstruction of the Ft. St. Phillip canal 
and its maintenance as a national highway. 
It is the bill recommended by the New Orleans 
chamber of commerce to the United States 
senate committee' on transportation. Also, 
to repeal the tax of 10 per cent, on the circu­
lation of bank notes, to take effect Jan. 1 
1874. The bill to authorize ithe organizat on 
of national banks without circulation, was 
taken up. Without taking a vote, the senate 
went into executive session and soon after ad­
journed. 

In the house, on the 15th, bills were 
introduced : To protect shipping on the At­
lantic from destructive eastern gales, and for 
the better preservation of harbors, channels 
and lakes, for an issue of convertible bonds, 
and the reduction of interest on the funded 
debt ; to put printing paper, type, etc., on the 
free list; to allow producers to sell leaf tobac-
,, »•«/nvimeul free trade with 
the Spanish Amencan possessions ; to auiuoi-
ize national banks to withdraw bonds in pro­
portion to their reduction of circulation; to 
grant a pension to the widow of Gen. Cuiby ; 
in aid of the execution of the Saws in Utah : 
for a survey for a ship canal from Lake Mich­
igan to the Wabash river; for a survey of the 
Tennessee and Hiawasse rivers ; for an issue 
of national currency ; for a canal over Muscle 
shoals on the Tennessee river ; for the relief 
of producers of leaf tobacco ; for a survey 
and report of the cost of a double track rail­
road from Omaha to New York city, for trans­
portation of heavy freight ; for the improve­
ment of the Missouri river; to prescribe the 
time for the election of representatives in 
congress; to impose a tax on incomes of $3,-
000 and over ; to regulate commerce between 
the states, and to regulate reasonable rates of 
railroad charges for freight ; for a trans-con-
tinental railroad ; to transfer to the war de­
partment the management of Indian affairs ; 
to establish a territorial government in Pem­
bina. The total number of bills introduced 

day was over 300. A memorial of over 
3,000 druggists and chemists was presented, 
asking for a repeal of the stamp tax on medi­
cal preparations, or a modification of the law, 
to confine the tax to patent or proprietary med­
icines. A resolution was adopted, instructing 
the judiciary committee to inquire and report 
whether action of the house is required con-
cer ing the official conduct of the judge of 
the United States court for the district of 
Alabama, and also whether the judge has 
held the terms of the courts required by law, 
and whether he has continuously and persis­
tently absented himself from the state, and 
whether his acts and omissions in his office of 
judge have teen such in a way to deprive the 
people of that state of the benefit of a dis­
trict court therein and to amount to a denial 
of justice. A bill was reported to repeal the 
bankruptcy law. The first section repeals 
the bankrupt law and all its amendments. 
Tho second provides where there are bankrupt­
cy proceedings pending the majority in value 
of its creditors whose claims have been pro­
ven to determine in what manner and on what 
terms and conditions the estate i f the bank­
rupt shall be administered, and such resolu­
tion shall be immediately confirmed by tho 
court. After various propositions and sugges­
tions the bill was made the special order of to­
morrow. A lengthy discussion was had on the 
recommendation of the secretary for an in­
crease of taxation to the amount of $40,000,-
000, and a resolution was adopted, that the 
president be requested to cause a revision of 
the estimates made by the several departments 
and cause a report to be made to the house, if 
possible, as early as the 5th of January next, 
setting forth in detail what public expendi­
tures for the current fiscal year and what esti­
mates for the next fiBcal year can be reduced, 
and the amount of such" reduction, without 
serious detri Lent to the public service. Ad­
journed. 

In the senate, on the 16th, bills were 
introduced and referred : To establish an iron 
ship-building yard on the waters of the Atlan­
tic and one in the Mississippi valley, to afford 
facilities to the navy ; to facilitate the assort­
ing and redeeming of national bank note cur 
rency, and to authorize an issue of circulating 
notes to the amount of 92 per cent, now au­
thorized by law. It authorizes the president 
to designate some one national bank in New 
Y oik city, with a capital of at least one mil­
lion dollars, to act as assorting or redeeming 
agent for all mutilated or soiled and worn out 
national banknotes issued by thejbanks, keep-

1 n g an account therewith ; and such banks as 
keep with this depository an average balance of 
2 per cent, on their circulation shall be en­
titled to receive from the comptroller of cur­
rency notes to the amount of 92 per oent. on 
their United States bonds deposited in the 
treasury as security for their circulation. 
The resolution offered yesterday, in regard to 
the admission of Pinchback, was taken up 
and discussed, but no action was had thereon. 
Adjourned. 

In the house, on the 16th, a resolu­
tion was adopted, instructing the committee 
on civil service and reform to inquire whether 
a reduction can be made in the cost of civil 
service, in.the number of officers omployed, 
and their compensation without impairing the 
efficiency of the service; and also the expediency 
of providing that all officials in the civil service 
shall receive as compensation only such salary 
as shall be fixed and determined by law. The 
bill to repeal the bankrupctcy act was tuen 
brought before tho house, amended, and 
passed—220 to 44. It consists of two sec­
tions, tho first repealing the bankruptcy act of 
tho 2d of March, 1867, and all acts amendatory 
thereof, and tlie second section enacting that 
all suits and proceedings now pending in the 
courts of the United States, wherein an in­
junction of bankruptcy has been made, shall 
be proceeded with and governed by the pro­
visions of existing laws, which aie hereby con­
tinued iti full force, only for the purpose of 
closing tip suits, and proceedings now pend­
ing ; provided that from and after the passage 
of this act the fees, commissions and charges 
of officers and agent« of courts in bankruptcy 
cases shall be roduced to one half the fees, 
commissions and oharges lieretot ore allowed. 
The select committee on salai ios reported back 
a bill, the first section of which repeals all 
provisions of the act of March 3, 1873, which 
increases the salary or compensation of sena­
tors, representatives and delegates in con­
gress, or of auy officers or employes of the 
government, excoptso far as it relates to tho 
judges of the supreme court and to the pres­
ident of the United States during his present 
term of office. The second section provides 
that thereafter the compensation of senators, 
representatives anil delagates to congress 
shall be in lieu of all allowances except their 
actual and necessary individual traveling ex-
iwrnses in coming and returning from the na­
tional capital once every 8eseion..which shall 
be paid to every senator, representative and 
delegate on the same being certified by him 
to the proper aoconnting officer, and the sal-
arv or compensation of all officers and em­
ployes of the government, subject to the ex­
ception named in section one, shall hereafter 
be the same as thoy were prior to the act of 
1878. The third section requires the secre­
tary of the treasury to oover into the treas­
ury all sums that may remain undrawn, or 
that have been received as increased compen­
sation which shall or may have come into his 
possession by the return thereof. An amend 
ment was offered, providing that the senators, 
îepres ntatives and delegates of the 43d con­
gress who had received their compensation 
since the 4th of Mardi. 1878, in accordance 
with the act of 1873, shall hereafter be paid 
only such equal monthly installments as 
shall, in the aggregate, make their compensa­
tion for the whole congress equal to the 
amount fixed in this law. The amendment 
was adopted-172 to 77. Without m'king fur­
ther progress with the measure the house ad­
journed. 9 

In the senate, on the 17th, a résolu­
tion was agreed to, directing the committee 

on finance to report whether more efficient 
provisions of law are not required to restrain 
national banks from charging, receiving and 
taking a higher rate of interest than is allowed 
by law to be taken A bill to reimburse Wast 
Virginia for losses caused by the federal troops 
during the late war was referred. It d rects 
the secretary of the treasury to pay that state, 
upon the order of the governor of said state, 
the sum of $500,000, to be applied to re­
building the bri !ges, courthouses, sclioollious-
es, churches, turnpike roads and other public 
property in said state, destroyed by federal 
troops by military orders during the tale civil 
war. A resolution instructing the committee 
on finance to inquire into the expediency of 
abolishing the office of commissioner of 
internal revenue and other offices un er liim, 
and that internal taxation be collected by 
stamps, untaxed articles being liable to seiz­
ure and confiscation by any United States 
court, the law to be enforced under the direc­
tion of tlie secretary of the treasury, was 
passed; also, instructing the committee on 
pensions to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the pension law so as to allow the 
same pension for the lose of an arm above 
the elbow as for the loss of a leg above the 
knee. ThQ house resolution to adjourn for 
the holidays was taken up, and it was decided 
to continue in s«ssion— 37 to 27. The house 
bill to repeal the bankrupt act was referred. 
House bill making a special appropriation of 
four million dollars for the navy was passed, 
after some debate, and the senate adjourned. 

In the house, on the 17th, a resolu­
tion authorizing the judiciary committee to 
send for persons and papers in the inquiry as 
to the official conduct of Judge Busteed, of 
Alabama, and a resolution instructing the 
same committee to inquire and report whether 
Judge Dureil, of Louisiana, should be im­
peached for high crimes and misdemeanors, 
with power to Bend for persons and papers, was 
adopted. A resolution instructing the com-
mitteo on foreign relations to inquire into the 
expediency of revising and readjusting the 
expenses of consular officers, was adopted. 
The amendments to the bill fcjj the redemp­
tion of the loan 

signature. The 
for discussion. 'I'll 
a substitute for tlie^ „ ___ 
and after tne passage of this act the compen­
sation of senators, representatives and dele­
gates shall be at the rate of $6,000 per annum, 
payable monthly, and in addition thereto the 
actual individual expenses of each senator, 
representative and delegate in going to and 
returning from the seat of government once 
in each session, to be certified in writing by 
each. That the secretary of the treasury is 
required to cover into the treasury all sums 
that may remain undrawn, which iiave been 
received as increased compensation, under 
said act, approved March 3, 1873, which shall 
have or may come into his possession by the 
return thereof. Passed—122 to 74. Adjourned. 

In the senate, on the 18th, a resolu­
tion instructing the committee on pensions to 
enroll the names of all honorably discharged, 
and to inquire into the expediency of placing 
on the pension soldiers of !he war of 1812, ir­
respective . -of their terms of service, was 
passed; also, a resolution directing the se re-
tarv of the treasury to inform tho senate as 
to the quantity of cotton seized since the war, 
the amount of the proceeds of sales and the 
disposition thereof, etc. House bill to estab­
lish the compensation of senators, representa­
tives and delegates, was referred. Adjourned. 

In the house, on the 18th, the morn­
ing hour was devoted to personal explanations 
of little public importance. A resolution was 
adopted, that the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to furnish tbis house with a state­
ment of the total amount of money received 
on temporary loans under the acts of Feb. 25, 
March 17, a'öd July 16, 1862, and the act of 
June 30, 1864, stating specifically the largest 
amount on deposit under each act at any tima, 
the rate of interest thereon, together with the 
amount of said certificates presented for pay­
ment, exclusive of exchange, for other securi­
ties in each month while said certificates were 
outstanding ; also whether any of said certifi­
cates, and if so what amount, were paid and 
redeemed out of the redemption fund of fifty 
millions authorized by the said acts to be held 
by ihe secretary for the prompt payment of 
said loans. Instructing the committee on war 
claims to inpuire as to the expediency of ex­
tending the time within which loyal adherents 
to the government of the United States du­
ring the war may file their claims, in conform­
ity with the act of March 3, 1871. The senate 
amendment bill making appropriation for the 
extraordinary expenses of the naval service, 
increasing the amount from four to five mil­
lion dollars, was concurred in. A resolution to 
print 225,000 copies each of the agricultural 
reports of 1872 and 1873 gav<? rise to a discus­
sion involving the question of a renewal of 
the franking privilege, and reductions of ex­
penses for printing public documents. The 
resolution was agreed to. The judiciary com­
mittee reported a supplementary civil rights 
bill. It provides that any proprietor of a pub­
lic inn, place of entertainment, a line of stage 
coaches or other means of transportation, or 
of a cemetery, benevolent institution or pub­
lic school, wholly or partly endowed for public 
use, who shall make any distinction as to ad­
mission or accommodation, against any citizen 
of the United States, because of race, color or 
previous condition of servitude, shall on con­
viction thereof be fined not less than $100 or 
more than $5.000 for eich offence, and shall 
be liable to the citizens thereby injured in 
damages to be recovered in an action of debt, 
such action to be prosecuted in any United 
States court or district court har* * ' 
tion. A concurrent resolution of 
over the holidays from to-morrow«^© _ 
the 5th, of January, was adopted 1 
house adjourned. 

In the senate, on, the 19th, a petition 
was presented from a large number of citizens 
of New York, asking a general disarmament of 
federal forces, and the adoption of a provis­
ion to settle all difficulties by arbitration. The 
committee on house bill in relation to compen­
sation of senators, representatives and dele 
gates reported the same with an amendment, 
which will come before the senate Monday. 
The resolution to adjourn for the holidays, as 
passed by the house, was adopted, and the 
senate adjourned to Jan. 5th. 

In the house, on the 19th, a resolu­
tion authorizing the judiciary committee to 
send a suli-committee of two to New Orleans 
to take testimony in the matter of the im­
peachment of Judge Dureil, with power to 
send for pensons and papers, was adopted. 
The supplementary civil rights bill was dis­
cussed, and the matter was laid over till after 
the holiday recess. A rambling talk was in­
dulged in on various subjects, and the house 
adjourned to Jan. 5th. 

SANTA CLAUjJ. 

Twas a cold, rçjld night, and the ground was white 
With the fi o«'Ullower» of the 

And the stars looked down olva tioiay town 
With its street« And hills aglow, 

It watt Christ1 

Of the evening bells rang »left* 
On the frosty air, as if to declare 

T'was the happiest time of the year. 

For jolly Saint Nick has a clever trick 
Of liiing his Hieigh with toys, 

And swift as a dreain, with his reindeer team. 
He visits the girls and boys. 

Now I've heard it said that he has a dread 
Of freezing his turn-up nose ; 

Well, it may be so, for fierce winds blow 
And it's cold where he often goes. 

Nature meairwhüe^ was as gay as my 
'hopes, and ss pure <»&those of my bride ; 

over all the re-
g that might 

Then a 
med 

many days, 
with ojjT^Se^cliange of its gradually 
growing keener and keener, until at the 
verge of Christmas the at mos|)li ere must 
have touched zero and gone far below 
it. 

What was cokl weather—nav, freez­
ing weather, however, to a heart as 
young, as warm, and impetuous as 
mine? Was not MillytSbe mine on 
Christmas night, and comfort my life 
thereafter ? I well remember the warm, 
blushing kiss she gave me as I left her 
on Tuesday morning, after making the 
excuse of carrying her up a pair of 
shoes and some ribbons, while the fact 

for -the 

The Weather in November. 

The signal office weather review for 
the month of November contains the 
following items : 

Twelve well defined storms traversed 
the territory of the United States dur­
ing the month. The most violent of 
these originated in northern Georgia on 
the 16th, advancing rapidly to Wil­
mington, North Carolina, and thence 
northward along the coast to the mouth 
of the St. Lawrence river. The course 
of this storm was marked by extreme 
barometric depression, high winds and 
heavy rain and snow. Its violence in­
creased as it progressed, the wind's 
velocity being forty miles an hour at 
Norfolk and sixty-four miles at East-
port, Maine. 

The November temperature has been 
generally lower than usual over the 
country east of the Rocky mountains. 
The variation in the Ohio valley and 
Tennessee, from the monthly mean of 
this month of many years, is one de­
gree two minutes below. 

The photo-lithographic "map giving 
areas of rainfall shows a deficiency, 
compared with the mean amount for 
November, in the Lower Missouri and 
Upper Mississippi valleys and the lake 
region, and *n excess in Tennessee, 
Texas and New England. 

But I think it a ruse, and a poor 
For wanting to smoke his pipe ; 

As every one knows that his pug nose glows, 
Red-as a cherry full-ripe ! 

But. he's get'ing old, and w* will not scold, • 
If we don't quite fancy his wayp, 

For we must depend on him as a friend, 
Or what would we do holidays ? 

When I was a boy, with perfect joy 
I used to hear dear mother say— 

" We must keep out of sight, Santa Claus comes to­
night. 

Aud to-morrow will be Christmas day !" 

And I thought the old spirite, when he came in at 
night, 

Had to crawl down the chimney wide ; 
And that all little boys who wanted his toys 

Must hang up their stockings inside. 

Well, one night I slept where the stockings were 
kept. 

All ready for Saint Nick to fill ; 
There I crept into bed and covered my head, 

Determined for once to keep still. 

The place for the fire was wider and higher 
Than places are made nowadays, 

And the fire felt good when the great logs of wood 
Were wrapped in a bright, ruddy blaze ! 

PART II. 

That night the fire was buried deep 
Underneath the ashes— 

It« flashing eyes were fast as]j 
littler • 

But suddenly I thoughti 
Footsteps coming near Î 

I never moved nor>aid a wtl 
Fearful he might hear me ! 

The sound increased and louder was, "" 
That first was but a rustling, 

Till I felt sure that Santa Clans 
Was in the chimney bustliug, 

I knew he'd find the stocking there, 
But feared he'd fill tho wrong ones, 

For I had borrowed sister's pair, 
She wore such very long ones. 

And so I thought to take a peep 
While Santa Claus was near me, 

For when he thought I was asleep 
I knew he would not hear me. 

No doubt you think his merry looks 
You'd recognize instanter ; 

You've seen rim in the picture-books 
With reindeer on a canter !. 

That I should know him anywhere, 
I felt profoundly certain, 

So cautiously, while he was there, 
I folded back the curtam. 

And then I looked for Santa Clans, 
Nor dreamed I'd seen another— 

Now, who do you suppose it was ? 
Why, bless you, 'twas MY MOTHEB ! 

She came and knelt down by my bed 
When that sweet work was over— 

' God make him kiud and good," she said ; 
•• O'er him good angels hover." 

I never told her that I knew 
She was my Christmas giver. 

For soon she went, as BO must you, 
Across the silent river. 

And then a little heart was left 
Without her love to shield it, 

Of almost everything bereft 
That happiness could yieid it. 

And many, many times I've thought 
Of all the thousand others, 

Whose little hearts have vainly sought 
To find love like a mother's. 

Awl I have thought of what she said 
Th&t night when she was kneeling 

Beside my litte trundle-bed. 
Her tender love revealing ; 

Then I have vowed I would be true, 
To all be kind and tender ; 

And so I hope at last with you 
A good account to lender. 

To be a rich old Santa Claus 
To all it is not given, 

But we must all be good, because 
'Tis that will make our heaven ! 

TURNED FROM THE DOOR. 

You have known me—let me see— 
something like a dozen years ; and you 
must have known Tuftsboro' and its 
neighborhood about the same length of 
time. It has changed very much, how­
ever, in the few years preceding. 
Twelve or fifteen years ago th« whole 
region was wild, rough, bleak, and in 
hospitable. 

The house which I now occi 
been inhabited by my fai 
father. Where it stam 

juat before. 

then 
miles on 
thing like a mile and 
other, toward Burn. 

I courted and won a wife at 
I had my wedding day, or rather wi 
ding night, fixed, after two years of en­
gagement. I suppose I must have been 
madly in love with Milly Golden. She 
was very young—even younger than 
myself; I thought her very handsome, 
and quite worthy of even all the affec­
tion that I could bestow upon her ; I 
certainly thought I could give more of 
that security for wedded happiness than 
most men of my age. 

Milly Golden was the oldest daugh­
ter of a partially-invalid widow lady, 
living at Holdane, pinching along a lit­
tle, I was often alraid (though I did not 
dare insult them by hinting at assist­
ance, or even making a direct inquiry), 
on a small life annuity left her by her 
deceased husband, a clergyman ; and 
something of habitual sadness being 
connected with the family history and 
traditions, through the loss at sea, many 
years before, of no less than three of 
the brothers of Milly's mother, all sea­
faring men, and more or less scape­
graces, perhaps., remembered but the 
more fondly oi^îie latter account. It 
is necessary again to be particular in 
saying that Mrs. Golden was not an old 
resident, but had accompanied her hus­
band, some years after marriage, from 
the coast line, her family history being 
far less known, and her circle of visit­
ing acquaintance much more limited, 
than they might have been in the eveut 
of her original residence in the neigJ 
borhood, 

How is was that my weddingj4)H 
was set for Christmas, I fc rget, ü Ï «um 
really knew. 

At all events, the marriage waited 
for Christmas night, in the room in her 
mother's house where we had so oi 
sat hand-in-hand to talk over the lov< 
of the present and the hopes of the 
ture. And never did expectant 
groom look forward to any one 
with such certainty of happiness, 
to that Ohristmas evening. 

your beds and remember you do not mass of tattooing, such as seafaring men 
keep an inn ! He will get along all well j are fond of subjecting themselves to ; 
enough ; and the roads are always full j and from the midst of the stars and 
of such fellows with pitiful stories." 

"Ah, well, I suppose so; but it is 
v^ry cold, Richard, to be out—very cold 
—I wish your father was at home." 

She said nothing more on the subject, 

anchors gleamed out one terrible line-
a single name—Jas. Holabird. 

I think that I need "scarcely enlarge 
upon what followed. It was only too 
plain that one of the long-lost brothers 

il I was glad that she did not, for the of Mrs. Golden, an uncle of my Milly, 
double reason that she did not wake my j making his way, old, broken and penni-
sleeping conscience, as she might have 
done, and that I was thus enabled to 
fall away into one of my cherished wak­
ing dreams, in which I was bathing my­
self in the light and warmth of the 
great fire, all the joyfnl events to the 
next evening—Milly in bridal white, 
with her face all blushes of love for me; 
an hundred friends around us, all hap­
py because we were so ; and myself ar­
rived at that summit of happiness on 
which the crown of a king, with no 

was, I suppose, that I felt the impossi- Milly to bind it on the brow, would 
bility of waiting two whole days without 
sight of her, the proprieties necessarily 
keeping me absent on the last night of 
unmarried life. 

How fearfully cold that last night 
shut down ! I remember its chill as if 
it liatTbg^i 
cruni 

less, from some scene of long suffering, 
to where he had dimly heard that his 
sister resided—had been turned from 
the door by me t® die so miserably ! 

Of course you want to hear the rest— 
there is not much, and should not be, 
to end such a recollection. But the rest 
was important to myself ; for thank God 
that I was punished ! I say it reverent­
ly—thank God that He punished me, 
otherwise even than in the stings of 
conscience ! I had expected to be the 
husband of Milly Golden on Christmas 

have bei n an insult. I had dreamed j night ; before that night came, her 
such dreams a thousand times before-
at night in my lonely room—by day, in 
my office, if left alone and in silence 
for a few moments—under the stars* 
when each seemed sending'down some 

i yesterday. The snow j benison on my love ; but never before 
ihe foot with that pecu- so fondly or vividly as that night when 

indicative of every 
. anew ; the stars 

fer that seemed 
lorthwest 

shair 

absent, 
'ected. I came out 
d found my step-
and best of women, 

whom'I loved IJfffte as well as I could 
have done my owo mother—standing at 
the yard-gate. Through the dusk, I 
could see that a ragged, uneleanly-look-
ing old fellow was at the gate, and I 
could hear their conversation. He was 
asking the privilege of staying all night, 
and she was evidently hesitating, I 
knew why she was doing so. Within 
twenty-four hours our home would be 
full of visitors, attracted by the wedding 
and Christmas festivities ; and how 
could she allow that uncleanly tramp to 
contaminate one of her snowy white 
and immaculate beds—perhaps infect a 
whole chamber. 

I heard that doubt in her voice, and I 
echoed it—God forgive me ! I was so 
much younger then, aud so much less 
aware of the scares which crimes and 
follies make on our natures as well as 
our lives ! Sometimes I think our love 
and our happiness make us for the mo­
ment harder aud more selfish, just as at 
other moments they soften and refine 
us. I was so happy, just then, I think, 
that the world was nothing to me. 
Above all, I wanted no strangers, and 
certainly no dirty strangers, mingling 
with the family and my great joy. 

The man was pleading even after the 
refusal, to be allowed to stay ; and I 
heard him, in a voice that sounded 
foreign and eutlandish, though he was 
speaking good English enough, saying 
something about 4< Holdane. 

"Pshaw ! mether, you have debated 
long enough with that old straggler T 
I said. "He knows about Holdane, 
and DO doubt can easily find his way 
there. Seni liim on, and come in out 
of the <hM, 'with your bare head and no 

. man, you hear what 
vs my mother, thus 

m'y 

m the barn !" 
unfortunate recol-

ission of me. Twice, 
ding winter, some 
had been burned, 

t!) rough fir* alleged to have been acci­
dentally compiunicated by old tramps 
aud beggar?, who had taken up their 
lodgings *111 barns, and there, as sup­
posed, lighted their dangerous pipes; 
though, of course, no one really knew 
but that, either of tho fires had occurred 
otherwise. However, at this suggestion, 
I took the matter into my own hands, 
thinking, at the moment, that my father 
would not allow such a thing. 

"No, old man," I said, " you cannot 
sleep in the barn. You have heard 
what my mother said ; we have no room 
for yoxi. Go on, before it gets later 

and colder." 
The old fellow turned and went his 

way ; but Iremember catching a glimpse 
bt white hair, by the light 
louse window, and hearing 

|§the wrapped his poor cl othes 

of 111 
fro 
him 
aboit 

ihat 
He 

since, except 
Bnnisli, or that 

and heavier penalties for 
wXy Î was never struck dead at the 

moaxt-ik or that gross act of cruelty. I 
OI1lv aj w that I allowed him to go 
aw*y x that I dimly saw his tattered 

' against the white snow 
leading to Holdane, 

,st do myself the jus-
Ï had at the moment no-

eaching, the hour being 

d the house, as 
nd I followed 
scarcely been 

ihe said, looking 
ad, troubled way : 

der whether we did 
So~ri0t letting the poor old 
:Wffe° knows what may hap-

j^gaswered, "think of 

ragffî-
up tlitf 

hich p 
to sa 

bt of hi 

p-mo 
mov 

the near approach of my noces gave 
color to some intensity of expectation. 

My father fulfille ! my mother's wish 
in a very brief period—perhaps half an 

retnminp'^^Bfclow crunch-

the men 
!er was evide: 

spoke to him oti •.4HBÉ ojeot «ppOT-
most in mind, almost tué. inniïieïijs ^tïai­
lle was seated. She told "hinnr&at had 
been said, and done, quite as little'as 
myself expecting what was to follow. 

"I am ashamed that I have one of 
you for a wife and the other for a son !" 
he exclaimed, indignantly, when he 
knew the whole. "Allow an old man, 
in poor clothes, to go away from the 
door on such a night as this ! Why, I 
have heard to-day of two men and a 
woman fsund frozen to death in differ­
ent places ! I am ashamed of you both ! 
Here, give me my hat again, and I will 
freeze the remainder of me in looking 
for him, before such a disgrace shall 
fall on the house of Robert Mowry !" 

" O Robert, I did not think—" my 
step-mother began, but I cut her short 
by taking the blame that belonged to 
me, and springing from iùy seat. My 
father's words, heaven-directed, had 
opened my eyes to the enormity of the 
wrong ; and in one moment I had begun 
to fear the worst. 

"No father," I said, "I see now how 
cruel we have been. No, I, for I did 
the act. Sit where you are. I will 
follow the poor old man all the way to 
Holdane, and help him if anything has 
happened." 

"Well, go !" answered my father, re­
suming his seat. "You are right now, 
if you were wrong before. Look for 
him. Stop, take one of the men with 
you ; and whatever you do, when you 
FIND him, bring him back here—HEBE, 
where he belongs !" 

I had scarcely ever before heard my 
father speak so determinedly ; and cer­
tainly within fifteen minutes my ardent 
temperament had leaped to as much 
suffering on the poor old man's behalf 
as I had only ten minutes before en­
joyed of prospective happiness. " Oh, 
Father in Heaven !" I almost moaned, 
"to think of my expecting to be so 
happy, in having all thit I love in the 
world, and then turning a poor old man 

tL e door to freeze and die on 
ablic road ! 

ae of 

Srpose oI^ICH^^^^BBKon neither 
rtis cared to think. 
It was at nine when we left the house, 

and three in the morning when we re­
turned to it. Sucli intense cold I had 
never before experienced, and have 
scarcely ever since felt its equal. Iron 
bands seemed drawn around our brows; 
the bieath froze on our lips ; our hands 
and feet grew lumps of ice, as up and 
down, first one road and then another, 
we tramped and struggled, slipped and 
slid ur terrible way. All the way to 
Holdane and back ; the other road, 
nearly the whole distance ; side-road af­
ter side-road, wherever travel was pos­
sible or a human track showed itself to 
thè light of the lantern. Not a clap-pit 
that we did not explore, not a dark ob­
ject that we did not visit with fear and 
dawning horror. 

I have said that hands and feet were 
ice ; but my brain was burning fire. I 
can only remember a chaos of self-accu-
sation and abject horror of myself, rath­
er diminished than increased by coming 
upon the object of our search, at what 
afterwards proved to have been past two 
in the morning. We found him under 
a lee of the woods, in a bit of side-road, 
half-way up the hill toward Holdane, 
seated at the foot of a tree, his thin rags 
drawn close around his chest and throat, 
where the hands had stiffened that held 
them—dead !—stone dead '—and cold, 
almost as cold as the night and our 

pity ! 
Heaven would have been very merci­

ful if that had been the worst—only a 
man murdered.! But we brought him 

"home in the gloomy winter morning, 
after returning for the wagon for that 
purpose—home, where entrance only a 
faw hours before, which I had denied 
him, would have saved his life. I was 
half mad, and my stepmother little bet­
ter, but some of them retained their 
eeDses, and a justice was called to act 
as coroner. When they stripped him, 
I was called into the roam, to have my 
eves blasted quite as fatally as ever the 
head of Medusa produced the effect. 
On the withered old arm there was a 

mother, fallen insensible on the body of 
her brother, who thus came to her only 
in death, had sunk under the blow, and 
all thoughts of marriage were as far 
away as then seemed happiness. It was 
a sad Christmas ; and, before the spring 
flowers bloomed, Mrs. Golden lay be­
side her brother. 

I suppose I need not say that neither 
Milly Golden nor -myself thought of 
marrying over the body of her dead 
uncle, when I was so nearly his murder­
er, and with her mother lying a hope-

Uge. And 

nd she 
7*wa5 it much more likely 

that we could forget, now that a second 
body seemed to lie between our loves ? 
No the thing was impossible ; it was 
madness even to think of it. She tried 
so hard, dear girl !—I know that she did 

to think that I had not been to blame, 
or at least that I had not acted more 
thoughtlessly than any other young man 
would have done under the same cir­
cumstances. But what was that, even 
if she succeeded? We do not love much 
when we are driven to make excuses for 
the object that we believe we lave; to 
be loved one must commend himself to 
the heart of the other, as infinitely bet­
ter than all surrounding. She tried to 
exonerate me—-1 know and feel so 
much; but I knew and feel quite as well 
that, in spite of herself, she shuddered 
at me at times when the dreadful recol­
lection came fresh to lier. Was not that 
enough ? 

I do not say that we might not have 
been married, after a time, had I pos­
sessed the hardihood—may I not *y 
tho cruelty ?—to insist. I quite believe 
Milly to have been capable of that 
amount of self-sacrifice—enough to have 
made her try to "love, honor and obey" 
a man at whom she shuddered ! But I 
was not lost enough for that ! We met 
seldom and constrainedly after the death 
of her mother. I think that we both 
wept, after those meetings, to think that 
what had been could never be again. 
People wondered whether the marriage, 
of which they had once heard as so 
naarly accomplished, and to which many 
of them had been invited, was never to 
take place—and if not, why not? I 
think that many of them called us 
" fools !" and applied even worse names. 

There came a relief to all this one 
day—a relief, I think, to both of us, for 
it must have been that we were slowly 
breaking our hearts over those dead 
bodies. Another relative of Milly's 
made his appearance at Holdane, well-
to-do, they said. She went away with 
him to some great distance—where or 
in what direction I do not know. We 
did not bid each other farewell coldly-
only broken-hearted; and we have 

otfaar since. 
istmas night, 
am a lonely 

man among your revelers. 

Steel Pens. 

The errly history of the steel pen is 
curiously obscure. The most diligent 
search fails to discover the first maker 
or the earliest date of this implement. 
There were steel, or rather iron, pens— 
made, we believe, in Holland—as early 
as the middle of the seventeenth cen­
tury. Toward the close of the last cen­
tury, Mr. Harrison, an ingenious Birm­
ingham mechanic, made steel pens for 
Dr. Priestly. One of them is nothing 
more than a tube turned out of a flat 
piece of metal, with the sides and points 
filed away into the shape of a pen. The 
first actual supply of pens, it is be­
lieved—the authority for the statement 
is no more than local tradition—was 
made by a Sheffield workman whose 
name is forgotten. From time to time, 
as far back as 1809, steel pens, hand 
fashioned, turned and filed, were made 
as curiosities or luxuries for presents ; 
but it was not until about 1824 that 
such instruments were produced in con­
siderable quantities, as regular articles 
of manufacture. Mr. James Perry 
was the first manufacturer, but the pro­
cess was tedious and costly. The metal 
was steel, rolled out of wire, and for 
this Mr. Perry paid as much as seven 
shillings a pound. To the first person 
he employed he gave five shillings for 
making each pen ; and even when the 
trade had become regular he gave for 
some years as much as thirty-six shil­
lings per gross to his workmen. Now— 
thanks to machinery and modern im­
provements—pens, not very good per­
haps, but good enough to write with, 
can be made and sold at a profit for 3j 
cents per gross. 

THEY tell this story of an old Scotch 
judge, who, when one of his colleagues 
failed to take his seat on the bench, 
leaving a brother to excuse his absence 
on the ground that he had lost his wife, 
exclaimed, "Hashe? That is a good ex­
cuse, indeed ; I wish we all had the 

same. 

GRAVE AND GAY. 

A WRITER wishes to know why people 
always spell finis without the h. 

THE LATEST sentimental.grangerism: 
Oh, hump yourself, my lovely Poll, 

And in the cause of Anti-monop, 
We'll mulch the turkeys in the fall, 

And graft the long clam on tho hop. 

INDIANA was rather disappointed in 
Lucca when they saw her pick up a 
piece of custard-pie in her hand and 
bite away like an old soldier. 

A YOUNG lady in Indiana was" rescued 
from drowning the other day, and she 
sent the young man four quarts of but­
ternuts as a token of appreciation. 

A BuFFAiiO compositor made the critic 
say that Carlotte Cushman was a 
" bloated actress," instead of a "beau­
tiful " one, and the supply of free 
tickets didn't come around that day. 

OTTR valetudinarian being told by his 
medical adviser that he must wear 
thicker boots, replies that when a fel­
low has to walk through so much wa­
ter, pumps would be more appropriate. 
" I AM weary with life—bury me deep 

on the hillside," wrote a young man in 
Dubuque, but they pumped him out, 
and that same night lie went to the cir­
cus and laughed till he cried at the an­
tics of the trick mules. 

RÉTRIBUTION.— 
Guilt is the source of sorrow ; 'tis the fiend— 
The avenging fiend—that follows us behind 
With whips and stings ; the blest know none of this, 
But rest in everlasting peace of mind, 
And find the hight of all their heaven is goodm AB. 

A NEW ORLEANS paper says : " Some 
Chinamen last winter rented one hun­
dred axid -v.t v acres ut laud a aliort dis­
tance from the city, and now they are 
gathering a splendid rice crop. They 
used a syphon to flood their fields from 
the river." 

A COLORED preacher, in translating to 
his hearers the sentence, " The harvest 
is over, the season is ended, and the 
soul is not saved," put it : " De corn 
has been cribbed, dare ain't any more 
work, and de debbil is still foolin' wid 
his community." 

THE New York Times is getting 
round-shouldered in its efforts to keep 
tho American eagle from flopping. 

How doth the mighty eagle squirm, 
And squeal and squirm again. 

And look, the while, to Spanish eyes, 
No bigger that a wren. 

THERE will be much suffering for 
bread during the coming winter among 
the small Creole farmers of Terrebonne 
parish, La. Within the memory of the 
oldest planters there never was a season 
in which the rain set in so early and con­
tinued so persistently as during the past 
season ; very few intervals for labor 
were allowed. 

WE cannot bo too careful how we 
play with the English language. One 
day last week a young lady of New 
Guinea, while gazing at and admiring 
the falls of the Owasco river at the 
point known as the Big Dam, remarked 
to her companion enthusiastically, 

Isn't that dam nice." 
A JUVENILE was making a good deal 

of noise the other day because a pat­
ent chimney cap was being placed 
on a chimney to his father's house, 
when he was asked what he was crying 
about. "Why," he inquired, sobbingly, 

how can old Santa Claus bring me 
my presents if you go and stop up all 
the chimneys ?" 

JINKS had been indulging too freely 
in ardent spirits. At a street corner 
his hat dropped into the gutter. Says 
Jinks : " I know—if I pick you up I'll 
fall—if I fall yon won't p—hick—me— 
hick—up—good night !" And he walked 
off with a SBJ$£> of satisfaction, describ­
ing innumerable zig-zags as he went, 
leaving his hat in the gutter. 

THE ODOR OF TOBACCO.—That tobac­
co is absorbed in the tissues of the 
body has long been ascertained by some, 
though as positively denied by others. 
In support of the affirmative, a fact in 
connection with the hydropathic process 
known as the wet-sheét pack is cited. 
In this process the patient is enveloped 
in a wet-sheet, and then over this in 
blankets. By this means, it is claimed 
that,through the operation of the prin­
ciples of endosmose and exomose, the 
water of the sheet is made to enter the 
body, while at the same time impurities 
are withdrawn therefrom. Now, on an 
habitual user of tobacco being sub­
jected for an hour to this process, it is 
found, on his envelopments being taken 
off, that the odor of tobacco coming 
from his body, and from the sheet in 
which he has lain, is perceptible to 
every one present. 

TAKING "SUNSET" DOWN.—The Wash­
ington Star tells the following story of 
Hon. S. S. Cox, the "irrepressible" 
congressman from New York city: On 
Monday last, Cox was more than usual­
ly active, spurty and irrepressible in 
the house. He was 'continually at the 
front, "catching on the fly,"and rampag 
ing round generally. Finally, when 
the house came to an agreement to pro­
ceed with the debate on the salary bill 
in twenty-minute speeches, Cox des­
patches a page with the following note : 

Bear Mr. Speaker—Put me down for 
twenty minutes. S. S. C. 

To which the speaker replied : 
Bear Cox—I would be delighted if I 

could keep von down hall that time. 
J.G.B. 

READING EXTEMPORE.—Mark Twain 
created no small amusement at a dinner 
to which he was'invited lately. In the 
course of the proceedings, his health 
was drunk with enthusiasm. The fact, 
although he had been notified of it be­
forehand, appeared to take him utterly 
by surprise. In response, he rose, and, 
drawing from his pocket a huge roll of 
foolscap—some thirty pages—began to 
read, slowly and with difficulty—read­
ing that he was taken entirely by sur­
prise; that he was wholly unprepared to 
reply ; that, had he known the honor in 
store for him, he would have come pre­
pared with a suitable speech, etc. Of 
course, the joke was taken, and ihe ap-
pause was uproarious. 


