
Columbns's First Letter. 

In a late number of the '-North British 

Review" is an interesting article on "European 

irrigation in earîv times." Speaking of the 

letter and announcing to the world the discovery 

cf Columbus, the Reviewer says : 
"On the arrival of the first letter in Spain it 

wss speedily published and issued from the 
principal towns of Europe. In Italy, the letter 
*âs even versified and sung about the streets. 
ja England, Sebastian Cabot tells us there was 
2T«t talk of the new discovery in all the court 
of Henry Seventh, '-insomuch that all men with 
rreat admiration affirmed it to be a thing more 
divine than human" to ''sail by the west into the 
east, where the specie do grow, a way that was 
never known before." _ . 

It was supposed of course, that India had been 
reached by making the circuit of the world 
thence the name of West Indies was given to the 
new islands. 

After a short introduction, Columbus gives, m 
his letter, a rapid sketch of his route, naming 
the several islands upon which he landed ami of 
which he easily took possession in the name of 
his soverigns. These were XorJh Caico, Little 
laazua. Great lnagun. Cuba, and others o^jjtess 
note, and lastly St. Domingo. Of these islands 
If gives a most enticing description, speaking of 
jiigli flowering trees, throngs of nightingales,' 
»ad beautiful birds, rich pastures, honey, new 
sad delicious fruits, valuable harbors and abun- 'j 
dance of fresh water. Of the inhabitants he | 
(«V« : "They go always naked as they were | 
born, with the exception of some of the women, | 
vho use the covering of a leaf or small bough, j 
or an apron of cotton, which they prepare for: 
that purpose; they are timid and full of fear ; , 
when I have sent one or two of my men to • any 
of the villages to speak with the natives, they 
have come ont in a disorderly troup, and have 
fled in such haste at the approach of my m erf 
that fathers have forsakeu their children and 
children their-,.fathers. 

"As soon, Äwc ver, as they see that thevare 
safe, and ha^naid aside all fear, they are very 
simple and honest, and exceedingly liberal with 
»11 they have, none of them refusing any thing 
he may possess when lie is asked for it ; but. on 
the contrary, inviting us to ask them. They 
exhibit great love for all others in preference to 
themselves. The Indians practiced no idolatry, 
and believing all good things in heaven they in
ferred Columbus' ships had descended. Thus 
the Spaniards, were every where introduced as 
"celestial beings" and "men, women, children 
and adults, young men and bid flocked to them, 
some bringing food, others drink, with ast^nshing 
affection and kindness." 

Columbus describes Cuba aabeing larger than 
Great Britain, and affirms that in a distant pro
vince which lie did not visit, the men are born 
with tails. Moreover lie was told of an-island 
whose inhabitantehad no hair and which abound
ed in gold more than any of the rest. 

This meftorable letter closes with the follow
ing sublime strain;4* "Therefore let the King 
aud Queen our princes and their most happy 
kingdoms, and all other provinces of Christen
dom, render thanks to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who has granted us so great a 
victory and prosperity. Let processions be 
made and sacred feasts be held, and the temples 
adorned with festive boughs. Let Christ rejoice 
on earth, as he rejoices iu heaven, at the prospect 
of the salvation of so many souls of so many 
nations hitherto lost. Let us also rejoice, as 
well on account of the^xaltation of our faith, 
as of die increase of our temporal prosperity, of 
which not only Spain, but all Christendom will 
he partakers." 

Thus sublimely was the New World inaugur
ated. 

EXECUTION OH ARTHUR SPRING.—This wretch

ed man was executed on the morning of the 

10th instant, in the Philadelphia jail yard, at a 

quarter past eleven o'clock. He died apparently 

without a struggle. 

A few moments before the execution took 

place, the Rev. Dr. Street, who was in atten

dance, put the following question to the pri

soner: 
"Is young Arthur, your son, guilty of the 

»arder of Mrs. Shaw and Mrs. Lynch?" To 

this the culprit made the following answer: 

"He is no more guilty of their murder than I 

*m." 
The last words of Spring were ; "I went to 

ied that night—I mean the night of the murder 

—%t seven o'clock, and did not rise until break

fast time the next morning. I knew nothing of 

tbemnrder until the officers arrested me." 

Spring denied most positively and earnestly 
his having committed the murder for which he 
bad been convicted, lie also protested his in-
Bfi«ence of the murder of Rink, with. which he 
kd been charged. Of these he alleged, just 
before passing from time to eternity, that he was 
wholly guiltless. 

He passed the night with apparent composure, 
*nd Ms morning eat a hearty breakfast, remark
ing whilst he eat it that it was the last breakfast 
he wonld ever have. 

Whilst on the gallows he stood np firm, not 
th« slightest tremor was visible. Quite a large 
Mmbar of persons witnessed the execution, 
which has created a great sensation throughout 
the city.- . ; 

Before ascending the scaffold, Spring asked 
for some liquor, which the sheriff refused to 
pre him. 

Thousands of persons witnessed the execution. 
Ait immense heterogeneous mob, or concourse 
«# persons, all colors and sexes, surrounded the 
|iison. 

H The neck of the culprit was broken instantly 
Ipou the trap falling, which is the reason of his 
lot struggling. He was allowed to hang 27 
.imrates. and then cut down, and the body taken 
kjDoetors Kirkbridge and McClintock for ex
amination of the brain, after which it «111 he 
handed over to the Rev. John Street, for burial. 
Everything passed off orderly. 

À HÜSTER OF KÏSXCCK.—The correspondent 

rf the' Evansville Journal writes as follows about 

A Kentucky hunter. 

• "Wat Eckman—it would do you good to see 
followed hunting for a livelihood siuce 

; '.ft* year 1831. Since that period he says he 
*» killed 38 bears, 984 wolves, 8847 .coons, 
WG foxes, 961 wild geese, 2040 pheasants, 44 
Jipbd hogs, 80 wildcats, 14 polecats, 209 minks, 
•aides squirrel, quail and other small game 
•^ond bis power to calculate. The sum he has 
«»fixed from his game, skins, &c,, falls but little 
•hort of twelve thousand dollars. 

ASIMAL FBATEBKIZATIOX.—A correspondent 

of the Poet, writing from Charlestown says : 

"Many of our citizens have been eye wituessess 
•*i*ffl£«l»r freak of nature which has developed 

"^Kwithin the last week. Mr. John Mullett, 
*oo keeps a large grocery store near the navy 
y»ra, cstight a young rat in a trap about a week 
2°*«^ ""Mediately threw it alive to a favorite 
**M«t was suckling in a barrel several kittens. 

_ »ir days after this, Mr. Mullett had occasion 
kittens—when lo 

';B*T • identical rat which was destined 
.BUI a victim to the voracious appetite cf the 
u a,1Te *nd well, and fraternising with 

M *ell as their mother. Those who 
it JL«« ? ettriôsity UP0Q the subject can have 

.«waned by calling upon Mr. Mullett, who will 
8 * categorical ratification of the whole affair. 

"(^ W"T1BS Sttle-—The foIks Owt West 
a»»gs" in their own way. Thus they in-

one another: 

me make you acquainted 
««•..«. 5" his'n, jast come down from Iowa 
tlban» °f Freeman tie, village of Bread-

?fme *ay UP here to mill, they han't no 
tt W" ^nclcr, this ia Miss Wiggins, 
jj_ s up yonder on the hHl, 

• fum Biwsh. You cafi see the house 
cre- «he's come doirn to meeting." 

Ancient Babylon—Its Ruins. 

It may be known to many of our readers that j 

the French Government lias employed a party 
of gentlemen to explore the site of ancient 
Babylon. From reports just received from them, 
it appears that they have ascertained, beyond 
reasonable doubt, that the ruins beneath a 
tumulus called the Knsr, are those of the mar
velous palace-citadel of Semiramis and Nebu
chadnezzar. They are in such a state of con
fusion andMecay, that it is impossible to form 
from them any idea of the extent or character 
of the edifice. Tliey appear, however, to extend 
beneath the bed of the Euphrates, a circumstance 
accounted for by the change in the course of-that 
river. In them have been found sarcophagi, of 
clumsy execution and stl-angeform, and so small, 
that the Bodies of the dead must have been 
packed up in them, the chin touching the knees, 
and the arms being pressed on the breast by the 
legs. These sarcophagi have every appearance 
of having been used for the lowest class of 
society; but notwithstanding file place in which 
they were found, the discoverers are inclined to 
think that they are Parthian, not Chaldean 
origin. There have al#j been^found numerous 
fragments of eAamcled bricks, containing portions 
of the figures of men and animals, together with 
cuneiform inscriptions, the latter white in color 
ou a blue ground. According to Mr. Fresnel, 
the chief of the expedition, these bricks affot^L j. 
strong proof that tiie ruins are those _ of flie 
palace of Nebuchadnezzar, inasmuch as the orna-
ments on them appear to be sporting subjects, 
such as are described by-Ctestas and Diodorus. 
The foflndations having been dug down to in 

•«ertain parts, it has been ascertained that they 
are formed of bricks abouta foot square, united 
by the strongest cement, aud that they are in 
blocks, as if they had been snapped in ill direc
tions. lu a tumulus, called Amran, to the sotith 
of Kasr, interesting discoveries have also been 
iiHule. They appear to be the ruins of the de
pendencies of the palace situated on the left 
bank of Euphrates; and they,contain numerous 
sarcophagi, in wliSh were found skeletons 
clothed in a sort of arm<^ and wearing crowns 
of gold on their heads. When touched, the 
skeletons, with the exception of some parts of 
the skulls, fell into dust ; but the iron, though 
rusty, and th^gold of the crownspre in a fail-
state of preservation. Mr. Fresnel thinks that 
the dead in the sarcophagi were some of the 
soldiers oftlexander or Selefcus. The crowns 
are simple bands, with three leaves in the shape 
of laurel on one4 side, and three ou the other. 
The leaves are very neatly executed. Beneath 
the bands are leaves of gold, which it is supposed 
covered the eyes. *#rom the quantity of iron 
found in some of We coffins, it appears that the 
bodies are entirely enveloped in it ; and in one 
there is HO iron, but some ear-rings, a proof that 
it was occupied by a female. The sarcophagi 
are about two and three-quarter yards in length, 
by between half and three-quarters of a yard 
wide, and are entirely formed of bricks and 
united by mortar. In addition to all this, a 
tomb, containing statuettes in marble or alabaster 
of Juno, Venus, and of a reclining figure wearing 
a Phrygian cap, together with some rings, car-
rings, and other articles of jewelry, has been 
found, as have also numerous statuettes, vases, 
phials, articles of pottery, black stones, &c., of 
Greek, Persian, or Chaldean workmanship. 

HON. WM. L. SHARKEY.—This distinguished 
gentleman, late United States Consul at Havana, 
has been nominated for the office of Governor 
by several county conventions of Mississippi; 
and the earnest desire that be should take upon 
himself the responsibilities of a canvass, is only 
equaled by unsurpassed zeal and enthusiasm iu 
bis favor. 

We have no means of knowing whether Judge 
Sharkey will respond favorably or unfavorably 
to the calls that are being made upon him from 
various sections of a State, where he is universally 
respected and very gcMi-ally popular, among the 
masses of the people, who love honor, revere un
swerving integrity in a public man, and who ad
mire lofty abilities and large experience, un
sullied by the least taint or speck of corruption. 
One thing is very evident: If the Judge rims, 
he will poll a tremendous, if not a successful 
vote ; and in the present condition of political 
affairs in onr sister State, it wonld not be wholly 

t unreasonable to look forward with confidence to 
! his election. We trust he may be induced to 

accede to the wishes of his friends and become 
a candidate. A man of his slendid eloquence, 
lofty character, and undoubted services to the 
State, would arouse au enthusiasm that might 
lead on to victory,—Bulletin. 

BACKWARD Mot» IS ASTRONOMY.—The latest 
lion in the scientific world in Paris, is a young 
author named Charles Emanuel, who, two years 
since, published a work under the pretentious 
title, "l'Astronomie Nouvelle," which is now 
producing some excitement in the learned circles. 
This writer asserts that the rotation of the earth 
and the other' planets is effected in a way, dia
metrically opposite to that which modern astro
nomy teaches, and that the sun has incontestable 
motive power, &c., a theory which, if admitted 
and established, would entirely change the prin
ciples of astronomical science. The Scientific 
Academy and the Bureaô des Longitudes of 
Paris, having refused of delayed to report upon 
the claims of his theory, Mr. Emanuel has 
brought the mattçr before the public in a series 
of demonstrative lectures, at which the élite of 
Paris are being converted to his views, 

A RÊSÏLESS TONGUE.—A Boston lady has at 
this time a somewhat novel disease—a continual 
motion of the tongue, which no devicé, effort of 
the will, or medication controls. We do not 
mean that she is a nuisance as a talker or a re
tailer of street gossip. On the contrary, a 
worthier woiaan does not exist. She has ex
pended five hundred dollars among the dentists 
for artificial teeth, whteh her rtnruly member has 
knocked out so repeatedly that they are now 
wholly abandoned. Her tongue is moving nimbly 
and involuntary within the mouth, against the 
wall of the cheeks. In conversation, the organ 
takes a normal action, but runs, instantly into 
its usual rapidity of motion at the conclusion of 
a sentence. 

OGr" "Inspectors of customs!" safd Mrs. 
Pattington. energetically, as she laid down 
the paper chroniCiinf sorné ne# appoint
ment. Here was a new ides that broke 
upon her mind like a ray of sunshine through 
a corn barn. "Inspectors of customs !;' and 
she looked up at the rigid profile of the old 
corporal, as if she would ask what he had to 
say about it; but that warrior had hung 
there too long to be now disturbed by trifles, 
aTui he took no notice of her. "Inspectors 
of ctistoftis," continued she. as she turned 
her attention to the old black teapot and 
then turned out the tea. which celestial bev
erage gurgled through the spout in harmony 
with her reflections, not too strong: "that's 
a new idea to me. But thank providence I 
hain't got no éûstoms that I had'nt as lieves 
they'd inspect as not : only I'd a little rather 
they wouldn't. I wish every body conld 
say so, but I'm afeared there are'many cus
toms that wont bear looking into, well, let 
every tub stand on its own botfom. I say I 
wont cast no speeiousness on nobody. But 
I dou'tsee what they wanted'to appint any 
more for and be to so much suspense when 
every place has so many in it that will in
spect customs for nothing. If they only 
make my next door neighbor, Miss Juniper, 
now, an inspector of customs, they wouldn't 
need another for a long ways, that's mor-
taffy sartïn." She stirred her souchong as 
she ruminated, untasting, and Ike helped 
himself ,unheeded, to the last preserved 
pear there was in the dish.—Boston Post. 

VERY PLAIN.—When the Governor of Ceylon 
was addressing a native prince through an in
terpreter, in a high strain of courtly adulation, to 
which sentence the prince answered "Cadab." 
This was repeated so frequently as to induce the 
Governor to enquire the meaning. 

" He means to say," answered the interpreter. 
l i  that your Excellency Ties." 

Ti 

New Elements of Agitation. 

Now School Presbyterian General 
Ass 

Spiritual Rapping. 
The Savannah Republican published the 

nan Urenerai c . . . } ,. » 
,  « i t  -  f o  o w i n c r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  o b l i g e  p e r s o n a l  

mbly has recently been m session in the belief that There is no 

better way to expose the licliculous non
sense which is now goin^r the rounds of ihr 

Butialo, New York : and we regret to say 
tnat slavery fanaticism, as usual, engendered 
elements of mischief. Fanaticismjs au fait the sai,!!t ion 0f names which 
at nothing else. It stirs np discord • ^ ̂  respected. The writer of 
motes dissension, and stimulates bad feeling. eomml5nica-(ion ask tl,e Charleston cour
te the exclusion of good ^orksand hea-, Dnblished M,. Ta!madges letter, 
vancement of brotherly love. A p o racte , to c  v his/ As also C(?piej that  h;Uor 

and somewhat ac.imomous due us. on^ en- \ c{4rful, y this. It is !oo good lo 
sued on the '"Report of ttie Committee oti ä 

Slavery," recommending the appointment üe
Q°*^e ni2ht {)fthe m ins, in Robertville. 

ofa Committee to examine and report tile ; ^ ^ a citizen 0f 
extent of siaveholding among the member 

ïpectability, sound 
r  , T, . . , c - ! ludsrmeut and unquestionable veracity, sud-

of the Presbyterian Church South in con ec-, J a of fu,J
niture 

tion with the Assembly and other matteisi. , y . ... . , . 
connected therewith. 

This report aroused a discussion which 
lasted several days, and finally the Commit
tee modified their report by recommending 
the Presbyteries of Slaveholding States to 
answer inquiries respecting the number of 
Slaveholders in the Church, etc, instead of, ̂  ̂  ym ^ Ang0!ita to t i ie 

quiries. Dining the pro 
it was stated that the Southern Synods would 
secede if any inleifererjce with the churches 

in his room moving about to his great 
prise and consternation, and soon several 
raps were made tinder one of the large 
tables, and then the following words were 
uttered in a loud, clear and distinct voice: 

"I'm John C. Calhoun; I'll be here again 
at 3 o'clock of the afternoon of the 4th of 

appointing a commission to make such in-1 - Convention; and peThaps Clay, 
of the deoatei , ' - •„ ' ' ;,v, „* 

Webster and Franklin, will return with me. 
Collect every one here that you can. charge 
each $10 for admission, send the money to 
mv monumental committee i:i Charleston.'" 

The '-medium" having somewhat recov
ered from his surprise aud alarm, asked the 

j following questions: 
j Q.—Are you now subject to emotions of 
; pleasure and pain as you were in the world 

A.—It is not permitted me to tell you on 
this head ; forbear at your peri 

of the Slaveholding States was attempted, 
and Western delegates declared that West
ern Presbyteries would secede, if no action 
was taken. And finally the report as mo
dified. was adopted by a vote of 70 ayes, lo 
38 nays. 

Pending the debate, Dr. Ross, of Tennes 
see. took the iloor, and offered the following 
'substitute for the report of the Committee . Q—Are you it i l l  uppoied to internal im 
which is so good, just and appiopriate, that ; „demerits? 

we insert it: A.—No! no! no! I turned my last somer-
"That with an express disavowal not. to be |  ̂  w]ien f swallowed the Mississippi. I go 

to the West to further the objects of the 
Memphis Convention, and to direct the e.\-

inquisitorial, etc., a committee of one from 1 

of the Northern Synods of be appointed 
who sir'11 be requested to report to the next 
General Assembly : 

1. The number of northern church members 
who traffic with slaveholders, and are seeking to 
make money* by selling them negro clothing, 
handcuffs aud cowhides. 

2. How many northern church members are 
concerned, directly, or indirectly, in building 
and fitting out ships for the African slave trade, 
and the slave trade between the States. 

a. How many northern church members have 
sent orders to New Orleans and other southern 
cities to have slaves sold, to pay debts coming 
to them from the South. [.See Uncle Tom's 
Cabin.] 

4. Ilow many northern church members buy 
the cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, oranges, pine
apples, figs, ginger, cocoa, melons, and a thou
sand other things raised by slave labor. 

5. How many northern church members have 
intermarried with slaveholders, and have thus 
become slaveholders themselves, or enjoy the 
wealth made by the blood of the slave—espe
cially if there be any northern ministers of the 
(iospel in such a predicament. 

C. How many northern church members are 
the descendants of the men who kidnapped ne
groes in Africa and brought them to Virginia 
and New England in former years. 

7. What is the aggregate and individu! wealth 
of church members thus descended, and what 
action is best to compel them to disgorge this 
blood stained wealth.'or to make them give dol
lar for dollar, in equalizing the loss of the south 
by emancipation. 
*8. How many nothern church members, min

isters especially, have advocated murder iu re
sistance to the laws of the land. 

9. How many northern church members own 
stock in the underground railroads, running of 
fugitive slaves and Sabbath breaking railroads 
and canals. 

10. That a special committee be sent up Red 
Biver to ascertain whether Legeil, who whipped 
Uncle Tom to death (and a northern gentleman) 
be not still in connection with some northern 
church in good and regular standjj|ig. 

11. How many northern church members r.t-
teud meetings of Spiritual Rappers—are Bloom
ers—or Women's Rights conventionalists. 

12. Ilow many arc crucl husbands. 
13. How many are henpecked husbands. 
There is just as müßh reason and justice 

in the substitute as there was in the report, 
and could both have been adopted we should 
not have cared the value of a pin. But the 
abolitionists are the last persons on earth to 
peimit an investigation into their affairs. 
They claim the right to go unquestioned, 
while they question the motives of every
body else. 

In regard io this matter the N. Y. Journal 

of Commerce, of the 1st inst., says : 

"The proceedings of the New School Gen
eral Assembly on the subject of Slavery are 
important, anil may lead to a secession of 
the Southern Synods. Should this be the. 
result, there ought to be a further division of 
what remains—the abolitionists goin? one 
Way. and sane men another. The Old School 
Geiteral Assembly have taken the only 
available ground on the subject, and will 
henceforth have peace. Whoever under
takes to conciliate Abolitionists by meeting 

them half way, will fail of his object, and be 
worse hated and maligned than the slave
holders themselves. All experience proves 
this." 

The N. Y. Express, of the same date, con 

eludes an excellent article as follows : 

"Of course," slavery is strengthened and 
fortified by its separation from the Northern 
Church, because through that church, the 
North can no longer act upon it. and because 
Southern Christians thus denounced as "sio-
ners':—sinning, as they believe they do, 
only as the Patriarchs did, and as did most 
Christians in the Apostles' daj's—will deafen 
their ears and harden their hearts to all 
anti-slavery appeals. Abolitionism, how
ever, cares' not for this, as it sows the wind 
to let tîie whirlwind rage." 

The reception of the news of the final ac
tion of the Assembly, will be looked for with 
much interest, as will also a detailed account 
of the procee lings. 

MRS. HOWARD.—The lady who has figured 
before the public so largely in connexion 
with the Emperor of the French, is Mrs. 
Kate Howard, the actress at the Adel phi 
theatre. She never was in the United 
States, but was the daughter of a baker,and 
pastry-cook in Drtiry Lane. London. Some 
years sihcé, Miss Howard rharried an attor
ney's clerk, named Gurley, from whom she 
separated in a few months. Louis Napoleon 
saw her on the stage and became enamored 
of her, hence the connexion between them. 

The young lady to whom the false para
graph going the rounds in the American 
papers attaches the scandal, t^as the dangh-
ter of an honorable and respected Canadian 
gentleman holding an official appointment 
in the United States, and married to an 
American lady connected with three of the 
most illustrious of the British nobility. The 
daogther, now deceased, was married to the 
son ofa noble duke, and every slur upon her 
character, and every word relating to her 
except I hat she had separated fr<yn her hus
band, is éntirelf^ false. She died pure in 
name anii iVpbfafîoii. scarcely turned seven
teen years—young enough to Lave been 
Mrs. Howard's daughter.—Kingston News. 

djT** "John, I wish it was as mnch the 
fashion to trade wives as it is to trade horses." 

''Why so, Pefe V' 
"I'd cheat somebody most shocking bad 

afore' night !" ^ 

"Oft in fhe stilly night," pathetically 
sang Julius, as he carefully deposited in his 
large and capacious pockets several of the 

plorers in the best route for the Pacific Kail 
road, the completion of which will soon rev
olutionize the commercial affairs of the 
whole world. 

Q.—Why do you now seem to be a wan
derer1 

A.—I am one. The doctrine of Metemp
sychosis is true. There are some spirits so 
great that they wander over the earth thou
sands of years before they can find bodies 
capable ot containing them. Forbear! 

Q.—Where is Washingtou at this time? 
A.—In the body of Franklin Pierce. 
Q.—Where is Socrates? 
A.—In Marcy. lie entered his body 

when Marcy rent his breeches. 
Q.—Where is , but here. 
A sudden and luminous ray of li^ht was 

seen through one of the cracks of the win
dow, and no further question was replied to. 

The foregoing is a correct account, sub
stantially. of this spiritual communication. 

The medium will not be answerable for 
the appearance of Mr. Calhoun at the ap
pointed time, as he was sometimes accused 
in this world of having changed his opin
ions : but he will do his best to cull him 
'•'even from the vasty deep." 

June 7, 1853. THOMAS JORDON. 

What is the Bourse? 
Every time we hear from Paris, about the 

first item (after the usual announcement of 
a revolution or a inob) is how "the funds are 
iu the Bourse?" If Louis Napoleon makes 
a coupe d'etat, or falls into the chops of mat
rimony. the first question is: "what is the 
effect upon the Bourse?" If the Bourse is 
all right, the country is considered (like our 
own beloved land) -.safe.'' But if there is a 
'•decline on the Bourse,'" it is considered a 
sure siarn of consumption (of powder aud 
lead) geuera'ly. Ami yet few people know 
wh;tf "the bourse" is: so we take from our 
sprightly friend, the Boston Bee, the follow
ing description : 

THE BOURSE.—Every tFans-atlantic steam
er, when Paris matters are touched has 
something to say of the Bourse. What is 
the Bourse? It is plainly what corresponds 
with our exchange—the gathering point of 
the money men of the cil y : and the street 
(rue) on "which it is situated is something 
like State street. 

The Bourse is one of the beautiful struc
tures in the great metropolis. It is 212 t>y 
126 feet, and is surrounded by a range of 
Corinthian columns. Although commenced 
in March. 1808, it was not completed until 
1826. on account of the vicissitudes of 
intervening time. Over the entrance is 
inscribed. 

'•'Bourse et Tribunal de Commerce." 
The roof is composed entirely of iron and 

copper, and during business hours at this 
seat of Mammon for the French Empire, 
the Na:ional flag floats over the edifice. 
Portions of the interior are beautifully deco
rated b"y figures emblematic of Commerce, 
Abundance. &c. :  with paintings of several 
of the principal cities of France. Ladies 
were formerly admitted to the Bourse, but 
as it was found to encouragea passion in 
the gentle sex for gambling in stocks, they 
are not allowed to enter during hours of 
business. Total cost of the Bourse, 8.149.000 
francs. There are stirring times within its 
walls and upon its pavements during the 
hours allotted for public operations. 

feathered tribe 
yard. 

of a neighborhood barn 

USE or SI.ANDER.—That slander is often 
beneficial to the person slandered is indis
putable: We recollect an anecdote in point. 
A man somewhere out West was elected to 
Congress. He was totally unqualified, in 
every respect, for the position. A friend at 

Washington once asked him— 
"How the deuce did you manage to get 

elected ?" 
"I stole a pig." 
«Ha!—what!—how!—is stealing pigs con

sidered a qualification to Congress?" 
"No—but as soon as it was known, the 

papers on t'other side took it up, and of 
course ourn had to defend me. A great 
noise was made about it—we called it an 
attempt to destoy the spotless reputation of 
an innocent man for party purposes—the 
people got roused and I got in." 

At the np.xt election his opponent was 
elected. His friend, meeting him one day 
asked how it happened. 

"Oh! blast the feller," he replied; "he 
smelt the rät, aud got the start of ftife." He 
stole 3 sheep. 

Our New Dickshun-airy. 

A. BU?E.—Editorial compliments. 
A. KAD EMT—A place where young gents 

learn all species of mischief, which is after
wards condensed in the. word Diploma. 

A. BUSTER—A steamboat boiler or a bibn-
lous young man. 

AK SHUN—A movement; the sudden 
elopement of a dandy from his boardift^-
house misht be called an afcshr.n, although 
the landlord would designate it leg bail. 

A . R .  T I S T —One who knows nothing of 
his business ; for instance, a bad actor is 
called an artist, or a singer with a knitting-
needle voice has also the appellation of artist 
applied to him. A barber is an artist in hair; 
a coal-heaver in coal, and so forth. 

AIL—To be sick, or rather to ail from 
drinking ale. 

ART—The process whereby young ladres 
continue to eateh husbands. It is a process 
which is also much nsed by insol vent debtors 
to dodge their creditors. 

AND—A conjunction invented to aid public 
speakers in finding words to express their 
meaning.—N. I. Pick. 

SPIBIT -' GAS."—A' drunken man talking 
politics. 

Tun QI'IZZER QUIZZED.—On a recent oc
casion uf a medical professor delivering 
practical lectures tu the public, a gawky 
lumbering clodhopper thought he had de
vised a mode of turning a laugh against the 
doctor. lie mounted the stage, and on 
being questioi. ed as tu his disorder, said very 
gravely : 

"Why, I'm a liar." 
"Sad disorder, sir, but perfectly curable," 

said the doctor. 
••Well," said the man, "but I've a worser 

nor that : I've lost my memory," 
'Quite curable, also, added the doctor; 

"but I must make preparation. Come again 
after dinner, and I will be ready tor you; 
but pay down five shillings." 

The man, who Lad intended to have his 
fun gratis, resisted, but the doctor declared 
that he never let-any one down from the 
stage till he had paid something. 

"Besides," said the doctor, "how can 1 
trust von ? You say J'ou are a liar, and have 
no memory : so you will either break your 
promise or forget ail about it.' 

A laugh from the crowd expressed their 
acquiescence in the justice of the claim, 
and tin* poor lool, NOT.EXS VOLEXS, was com
pelled to lay down the cash. No one sup-

! posed he would come again, but he still 
I hoped that he might turn the tables, and 
j presented himself at the appointed hour. 
I The doctor received him w ith great activity, 
and addressing the audience, said: 

"Gentlemen may think it a joke, but I as
sure them on the honor ofa gentleman, that 
it is a very serious affair; and I hereby en
gage to return the money if the bystanders 
do not acknowledge the cure, and that I am 
fairly entitled to the reward. 

The man sat down ; was furnished with a 
glass of water : the doctor produced a box ot 
flatened black pills; and lo show that they 
were perfectly innocent, affected to swallow 
three or four himself. He then gave one to 
the man, who, after many wry faces, bit 
into it: started up, spitting and sputtering, 
and exclaimed: 

"Why hang ine if it isn't cobler's wax! 
"There," said-the doctor, lifting up both 

hands, did any body ever witness so sudden, 
so miraculous a recovery ? He is evidently 
cured of lying, for he has told the truth in
stantly ; and as to memory, my good fellow." 
continued he, patting him on the back, "if 
you ever forget this, call on me. and I'll re
turn yoa the money!- ' 

PRINTER'S PROVERBS.—Never inquire 
thou of the editor, the news; for, behold it is 
his duty at the appointed time to give it 
unto thee without asking. 

When thou dost write for his paper, never 
say unto hitn "V> hat thinkest thou ot my 
piece?" for it may be that the truth would 
offend thee. 

It is not fit lhat thou shouldst ask him 
who is the author of an article ; for his duty 
requires him to keep such things to himself. 

When thou dost enter into his office take 
heed unto thyself that thou dost not look at 
what may be lying open ; for that is not 
meet in the sight of good breeding. Neither 
examine thou the proof-sheet, for it is not 
ready to meet thine eye, that thou inayest 
undoistand it. 

Prefer thine own county paper to any 
other, and subscribe immediately for it, and 
pav in advance, and it shall be well with 
thee and thy little ones. 

We heard thefollowing dialogue the 
other day, says the "Valve Trumpet of Lib
erty. Newspaper," (as it illustrates a page 
in our social history we give it.) 

Fashionable gent on side-walk to black 
driver.—My boy whose cab is lhat ? 

Black driver.—"Missuses." 
Fashionable gent—Whose your mistress V 
Black driver.—Mrs Sweetmore.. 
Gent.—Sweet more,' eh! Who do you 

belong tô ? 
Driver.—"Missus." 
Gent.—What's become of Sweetmore—is 

he dead ? 
Driver.—Not subzactly—missus win a 

new suit in the subpreme Judicicum Court, 
and masser quit business—missus drives 
the bob-tails now—ge lang lhar—talk abolit 
fast hoses." 

ENCHANTED MOUNTAIN IN TEXAS.—They 
have strange things in Texas, as well as 
wicked doings. The following account of a 
great natural curiosity in that country is 
from the "Texas Telegraph:"—This singu
lar mountain, or hill, is situated on the head 
wateis of the Sallec—a small tributary of 
the Colorado, about eighty miles from Bas
trop, in a northwesterly direction. It is 
about three hundred feet high, and appears 
tobe an enormous otal rock, partfälly irn-
beded in the earth. When the sun shines 
the light is reflected fràm its polished sur
face as from an immense minor, and the 
whole mountain glows with such a dazzling 
radiance lhat the beholder who views it, 
even from a distance of four or five miles, is 
unable to gaze upon it without experien
cing a painful sensation, similar to that 
which is felt when lookingr upon the risisng 
sun. The ascent of the hill is so very grad
ual, that person can easily walk up to the 
top ; but the rock is so smooth and slippery 
that those.who make the attempt are com
pelled to wear the moccasins or stocking 
instead of shoes. This act, together with 
the name of the place, Holy Mountain, re
minds the visitant very forcibly of the com
mand made to Moses at Mount Horeb, "Put 
off they shoes from off they leet." The 
Camanches regard this hill with religious 
veneration, and Indian pilgrjrns frequently 
assemble from the remotest ,boulers of the 
tribe to perform their Paynim rites upon its 
summit 

ROADS AND LEVEES. 

The following is a copy of the act passed at 

the last session of the State Legislature, en

titled "An Act Giving to the Police Juries 

jurisdiction over Iloads, Levees, and other 

Public Works." approved on the 29th ot 

April last. As its publication is called ior 

by a number of our leaders, we give it in

sertion. It first appeared in the Courier, the 

official State paper, on the 22d inst, and con

sequently, wVU be duly promulgated accord

ing to law. in thiiiy days thereafter, and at 

which time it will be in '.nil force. 

SECTION ! —That the Police Juries of the 
parishes of St. James, St. Charles, &t. John 
the Baptist. Plaquemines, Assumption i.a_ 
fourche and Sabine, be and they are hereby-
authorized to pass all ordinances they may 
deem necessary relative !o roads and levees, 
bridges and ditches, and to impose such 
lines penalties to entorce the same, a^ they 
may judge proper and expedient, to be re
covered anil enforced by indictment or in
formation, before any competent court. 

Skc. 2.—That the* Police Juries of the 
above mentioned parishes shall direct in 
what manner notice shall be given to resi
dent and non-resident of land within their 
respective parishes, ol the work to be done 
to their Ievcss and röads. bridges and ditch
es. 

SEC. 3.—That in all cases of adjudication 
of the works to be done on the levees, roads, 
ditches and bridges, or other public works, 
c i any lands in said parishes, it shall be the 
duty of the officer adjudicating the same, lo 
cause the procès verbal to be recorded by 
the parish Recorder, which shall operate as 
a lieu on said land, and in case ot non-pay
ment, the undertaker, on the completion of 
the work, shall be entitled to an order of 
seizure and sale upon the presentation of 
said act thus recorded and annexed in his 
petition, together with his oath showing the 
amount due him; which order of seizure 
and sale shall be granted by the District 
Judge, whatever the amount may be; anil 
in case of non-residency it shall be the duty 
of the Judge to name an Attorney for the 
non-resident, upon whom service shall be 
made, as provided for in executory proceed
ings: and said Attorney shall be entitled 
to such compensation as said Judge may 
think proper, to be taxed as part of the costs. 
The said order of seizure and sale shall bo 
executed bo the Sheriff of the parish atfer 
an advertisement of thirty days, without the 
benefit of appraisement in the same man
ner and subj-et to the same formalities as in 
ordinary cases of seizure and sale. 

SFX. 4—That if any informality in the 
proceedings relative to the adjudication of 
the work ordered to be done, shall depuve 
the undertaker of his right to a writ seizure 
and sale, as provided m the tnird section of 
this Act. he shall still have and retain a lien 
from the recording of procès verbal, which 
may be enforced by an ordinary action 

SEC. 5.—That the Police Juries of the 
above mentioned parishes are authorized to 
appoint one or more Inspectors of levees 
and roads and other public works, and to 
pay them such compensation as they may 
deem proper. 

SEC. 6.—'That this Act shall take effect, 
in each of the parishes abovementioned 
whenever the Police Juries of said parishes 
shall comply with the provisions of this law, 
and from that time, all laws and parts of 
laws conflicting herewith, shall be and are 
hereby repealed. 

A QUAKER'S REECKE.—A young fop of an 
infidel turn, while traveling in a stage coach 
sought to display his smartness by attempt
ing to pick flaws in the narratives of Scrip
ture. After trying to show the inconsistency 
and improbability of several events des
cribed in the Bible, he referred to the life of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and argued lhat it was 
utterly absurd and impossible for a man to 
so forget his human instincts, as to cat grass 
like a beast Having stated his views he 
asked the opinion of the passengers, and 
among the rest a grave looking Quaker, who 
had hitheito taken no part iu the conversa
tion. 

"Verily, friend,'''"-answered the Quaker, 
"I see no improbability in the story, if he 
was as great an n?.s a^ thou." 

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. — A great 
change, it is said, is in progress among the 
Jews in almost every country. Multitudes 
are throwing aside the Mishnuand Talmud, 
and betaking themselves to the study of 
Moses and the prophets. Among the Jews 
in Loudon there is at the preseftl time great 
demand for copies of the Old Testament. 
The subject of their restoration to Palestine, 
and the nature of Che promises on which the 
expectation is founded, are extensively en
gaging their attention, fn examining these 
matters they have obtained considerable 
assistance from a continental Rabbi, who 
has latelj' arrived among them, and exhibit
ed a manuscript in which he has endeavored 
to prove from Scripture that the time has 
come when the Jews must set about making 
preparations for returning to the land of 
their fathers. 

"GOT ME THERE!"—An examination com
mittee. about to test the capacity of an in
dividual for school teaching, put the fo^ow-
ing Question to him-— 

"At what time did France produce her 
greatest general?" 

"At what period ?" pausing and scraching 
his head—"at what—Ah! you've got me 
there!" 

"Well ; was it before or after Christ. 
"Be-fore or at-Jer Christ. Before or atter 

—well old hosses. you've got me tigain 

SINGULA:; SWAMP.—At Capetown, near 
Dunnas. C. W.. while the navies on the 
Great Western Railroad were digging 
through a swamp, they came across a stream 
of quicksand so fine its to have no grit to it. 
The stream is of a pale lilac. As this sub
stance runs out from below, the top. of the 
ground falls in. The track they had laid for 
drawing the dirt cars on has in many places 
fallen in, leaving,the end ot the lails slick, 
ing out in some places, while in others thy y 
have been swallowed up in toto. It is a cu
riosity to behold the springs at the source of 
this singular fluid. It boils up like a pot' 
over a fire, depositing the heavier particles 
around the rnouih of the crater, until it as
sumes the shape of a mound, the top of' 
Which is fiat and in boillyig motion. 

How IT .WAS DONE.—"Elder, will you have a. 
driuk of ciùcr t" inquired a farmer of an old 
temperance man, who was spending an evening, 
at his house. ".\h!—huui—iiu—thank ye," 
said the old man, "I never drink any liquor of. 
any kind—specWly cider—but if you call it 
apple juice, I reckon I'll take a drop.'' 

$jjp: An Irish post boy having driven a gen
tleman a long ski):« during torrents ot' rain, 
the gentleman civilly said to him : "Paddy, 
are you not very wet ?" "Arrali! I don't care 
attoüt befog very ' Vbt," !)tft, please your It* nor, 
Tin very dry." 

F.^NCrrcr,.—Dobbs says that the first 
time a coat sleeve" encircled her waist, she was 
in a pavilion built of rainbows, the window-sills 
of which were composed of JEolian harps. 

03?=* What's the difference between a 
swallow and a milk maid ? One skims the 
water and the other skims the miik. Ex. 

We poor New Yorkers can't see much 
"difference."—N. Y. Mirror. 

The difference is the water. The latter 
has chalk in it.—Syracuse Chronicle. 

Of the puns belonging to Dr. Barton, 
we believe that the following is little known : 
A gentleman coming one day into his room', 
to'd birti that Dr, Vowel was dead." 

"What!" said he, "Vowel dead! thank 
God it ii neither u nor i." 

NATIVE ALSTRAI.IAN HABITS;—The following 
extracts relating to Australian life are irom 
Lander's "iiushman, or Life in the new country 
—a recent English publication. 

"The natives arc polyganiists- Facß'male is 
entitled to all the iVrnales who are related to him 
in a certain degree. A newly-born child is 
therefore the betrothed spouse ot a man who 
may be thirty years of age, and who claims her 
from Lor parents as soon as she is marriageable 
—when »he is twelve years old, or earlier. Sonw 
men have, consequently, four or six wives of 
wrlrm» aires, whilst others have 'iwtf* at fill. 
The hitter, are .therefore continually engaged in 
stealing the wives of other people, 

"This causes inceissent wars among the tribes. 
When the legitimate.husband recovers his wife, 
he does not restore her to the full enjoyment of 
domestic happinass until he has punished her for' 
eloping. This he does by thrusting a spear 
though the fleshy p:;rt of her leg or thigh. 

"The natives are very good-natured tr> one 
anothef, sharing their provisions and kangaroo-
skin cloaks without grudging. The head of a 
family takes the half-baked duck, opossum, or 
wild-dog, from tiie tire, and after tearing it in 
pieces with his teeth, throws into the sand for 
his wife and children to pick up. They are 
very fond ..f rice"anfl ;sugar : and bake dampers 
froin flour, by making them on a corner ef their' 
cloaks. 


