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“Paul, my ‘son, I have been a wicked
woman.”

“Why, mother, you mustn't talk like
that!”

“Wicked! My son, my silent, kind-
1y, chivalric boy, will ypu forgive your
mother? Your unnatural mother?”

He caught her before her knees

i-vu. It Is I, the Unlucky Penny.”|

wasn't fit to lace your shoes! If you
| had written you would have learned
'that everything was smoothed over.
The Andes people dropped the matter
| entirely. You loved the mother far
| better than 1.”
| “And she must never know,” quietly, | 8rily her arms wound about him.
| “What's the use of lying?” he cried
|- brokenly. “My mother! I wanted to
hear your voice and feel your arms.
You don’t know how I have always

“Do you mean that?”

“I always mean everythimg I say,
Arty. Can't you see the uselessness of
telling her now? She has gone all
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ears and eyes and arms.”

Warrington reached meckanigally
for the portrait in the silver frame,
but Arthur stayed his hand.

“No, Paul; that is mine.”

none of them regarded it.

By and by the mother stocd away,
but within arm’s length. “How big and
strong you have grown, Paul.”
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Warrington dropped his hand, puz- “In heart, too, mother,” added Ar-
| sled. “I was not going to destroy it,” | thur. “Old Galahad!”
Mroniully. “You must never leave us again,
“No; but in a sense vou have ds- Paul. Promise.”
stroved me. Cemvensation  Wh- “May I always come back?”
triling tnougnt most of us £Ive WAL «pluavs!” And she m:,k his hand'|
| word! The law of compensation Fo‘: and pressed it tightly against her
{ ten years Elsa has been the flower o'  poal “Always! Ah, your poor blind |
the corn for me. She ulmost loved me. mother!” ?

{ And one day she sees you; and in that

t one day all that I had gained was lost,

I: and all that you had lost was gained.
The law of compensation. Sometimes
Wwe escape retribution, but never the -
law of compensation. Some months
ago she wrote me a letter. She was
always direct. It was a just letter.”

A pause. Arthur gazed steadily at
the portrait, while Warrington twist-

| ed his yellow beard.

“The ways of mothers are mysteri-
ous,” said the latter, finally. He won-
dered if Arthur would confess to the
blacker deed, or have it forced from
him. He would wait and see. “The

| father and the mother weren't happy.
Money. There's the wedge. It's in
every life somewhere. A marriage of ,
convenience {s an unwise thing. When
we were born the mother turned to us.
Up to the time we were six or seven
there was no distinction in her love for
us. But on the day the father set his
choice upon me, she set hers upon you.
You'll never know how I suffered as a
boy, when I saw the distance growing
wider and wider with the years, Per-
haps the father understood, for he was
always kind and gentle to me. I ex-
pect to return to China shortly. The

| Andes has taken me back. Sounds
like a fairy tale; eh? I shall never re-
turn here, But did you know who Elsa

Chetwood was?” i
“Not until that letter came.”

Neither of them heard the faint |
| gasp which came from behind the

‘portieres dividing the study and the
living room. The gasp had followed !

| the invisible knife-thrusts of these con- |

fidences. The woman behind those |
portieres swayed and caught blindly
at the Jamb. With cruel vividness she |
saw in this terrible moment all that to
which she had never given more than |

\ a passing thought. No reproaches;

only a simple declaration of what had

burned in this boy’s heart. And she |

“Alwavs to come back! e s 1

“Eighteen Thousand Miles | Have
Traveled to Find You™

am going to China in a little while, to

take up the work I have always loved,

the building or bridges.”

at her journey’s end.

Jealous love is keen of eye. There
was death in Arthur's heart, but he
smiled at her. After all, what was
more logical than that she should ap-
pear at this moment? Why sip the
cup when it might be drained at once,
over with and done with?

“Elsa!” said the mother, holding
Warrington’s hand in closer grasp.

bad almost forgotten this son. A | “Yes, mother. Ah, why did you mot

-
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pecies of paralysis laid hold of her,
leaving her for the time incapable of
movement, |

She heard the deep voice of this |
| other son say: “Lots of kinks in life.
| There is only one law that I shall lay |
| down for you, Arty. You must give
up all idea Of marrying Elu Chet- |
wood.”

“It will'be easy to obey that. Are
you playing with me, Paul?”

“Playing?” echoed Warrington.

“Yes. Do you mean to sit there and |
tell me that you don't know why I
shall never marry her?”

Arthur read the truth in his broth-
| er's eyes. He smiled weakly, the
| anger gone. “Same old blind duffer
| you always were. I wrote an answer
| to her letter. In that letter I told her
| the truth.”
| “You did that?”
| “Iam your brother, Paul. I couldn’t
| be a cad as well ag a thief. Yes, I told

. tell me all?

Arthur walked to the long window
that opened out upon the garden.
There, for a moment, he paused, then
passed from the room.

“Go to him, mother,” said Elsa, wise-
ly and with pity.

The mother hesitated, pulled by the
old and the new love. by the fear that
| the new-found could be hers but a lit-
| tle while. Slowly she let Paul's hand
fall, and slower still she followed Ar-
thur's footsteps.

“l wasn't quite brave enough,” he
sald, when she found him. “They love.
And love me well, mother, for I am
the broken man.”

She pressed his head 'against her
heart. “My boy!” But her glance was
leveled at the amber-tinted window
through which she had come.

To Warrington, Elsa was a little
thinner, and of color there was none;
but her eyes shone with all the dplen-

“What was the use of stirring up old |

touched the floor; and, ah! how hun- |

The hall door opened and closed, but |

“And I am going, too!” It was Eln. |
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Mars is in the ascendant lo the dny-i
f the world war, and there Is interest, |
therefore, in the planet Mars as well, |
| for there are some remarkable photo-
graphs and transparencies of our next
door nelghbor In the solar system
These photographs were taken at the
Lowell Observatory, *he viewpoint of
things celestinl at Flagstaff, Ariz.,
which is under the direction of Perclval
Lowell, whose study of its canals or
‘hannels has given rise to the theory
that Mars is inhabited

The exhibition represents the latest|
| discoveries made at the observatory fu|

JAN.1L
VEGETATION INCREASING NORTH ANDDFCR&ASINC SOUTH

‘What faros on the planet Mars huq‘on a planet wbere vegetation musy
been the subject of speculation this|conserved with the greatest care,
many a year, and the announcement by |lmagination pictures the busy Mar
Dr, Schiaparelll thirty-elght years uu-»’nnvndlug to their ditches, compary
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|mapped out the supposed waterwaystility over the entire surface
the Southwest, where the atmosphere and prepared wany drawings und| Be (his as it way, the conditl
is remarkably clear and the observa-| b portra>zd by these pictures have
photographs. tracted much attention. After se
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Qor or tne oriental stars at wnien BQ! .
had so often gazed with mute inquiry. |

“Galahad!” she said, and smiled.
“Well, what have you to say?”
| “I? In God's name, what can I say |
| but that I love you?”
| *“Well, say it, and stop the ache in
my heart! Say it, and make me for-
get the weary eighteen thousand miles |
{ T have journeyed to find you! Say it.
and hold me close for I am tired!
. . Listen!” she whispered, lifting
| her head from his shoulder.
| ~ From out the stillness of the sum-
| mer night came a jarring note, the
| eternal protest of Rajah. |
THE END. [
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