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OR ROMAN CATNOLIC ERETHREN.
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I have alluded to the fact that last Novem-
bor the laigest Catholic church ih New York
was filled to repletion every mwrning ag five
o'elock. was a “ minsion™ t-hmﬁol on
s : N ?r-‘chd n;e:i‘..i:n Wi ;f
& “pevival,” ora '‘ prot g." Wha
aver pur Roman Call’hqu.p bLrethren do, as I have
before obeerved, they do by means of sn organ-
issgion ; snd that organization is made, by dis-
cipline -nd"ghbvldimmdm v Lo h’;u'f]l: w‘ltl; the
mingleness of aim e efficient force of one
mau. These CathoHe revivals, or * missions,”
are conducted by-orders of priests, :ﬁeinlly
endowed, trained, and organized for 1 pur-

h 1

and work in sach orders as these, At the
nted time, the {\’:m of the chureh in
& mission is to ch“ald.mrulnﬂoud‘la
iue‘lﬁon m one o hmom“, m
work of reviving reli feeling begins.
‘Aret muas is celebre st five In the morn-
ing, 10r the convenience of the mj, ‘hoat of
b ing men and 1 nd amoving sermon
is presched to them befors the kitn fires
anires ljghm.mm the 's |
ready. T first, vast andieuce is 3
abosi & quarter nix, and at seven another
assembles; at nine, anethér; and, in some
cases, Yot another at half-past ten. In the af-
termoon, csufensions are heard, and every con-
feasional is occupied; for there are relays of
prieata for every part ?f the work. In the af-
1 of Protestant i

» YOO,
meet for the purpose of receiving special in-
struction in ghe faith and practice of the
Church from one of the priests who, being him-
aolf a convert, is better able than Drethren
to anticipate and answer their inquiries. In
the er'e'b}rg; sti]l the work guesien until ten;
wvespers, confessions, exhortations, fill-up the
ovening hours, and fun the rislng flame. The
conscience-stricken Catholic is not tortured
with doubts either as to what: he ought to do
or a8 to whether he has done it.  The injune-
tion of the Church is perfectly simple: If yon
are troly sorry for your sios, and mean to for-
make them, confess to a prieat, comply with his
direction, joyfully aceept absolution, and keep
Your resolve to lend a new lifa. As the “mis-
aion” continues, the foeling spreads and deep-
ens, the confessivnels ure more and more beset,
ungil all but the hopeless reprobates of the
parish. are partakers of the intluence, The
migsion way last ten days, two weeks, or &
month, necording to the size and cirenmatances
of the parish ; and when it is over the mission
prizsts retire to their own abode, to refresh
thewselves by rest, study, and contemplation
for another mission in a remote part of tﬁw dio-
oese, Thus mo one is fatigued, no one need

la; into formality and ecoldness.
- that Father
i hia ns-

t was in one of these orders
Rocker first exercised his yoeati

tive land, and he Jabored in it in various parts
af the country. Bnt this mission work brooght
him into contact chiefly with Catholiuu{ a

felt a particalar yearning to bring into the
fold of the Ancient Chureh such persons as he
kad known at Brook Farm, and in the intellec-
tual cirgles of Massachusetts and New York,

d alone attain

:_felt, conl :

Catholic Church, and only there ind a way of
bringing their high moral feeling to bear upon
masses of their count n. He remembered,
also, how completaly and how long he had mis-
anderstood the C b, #id that, bnt for the
his’ falling in with the absard
“Downfall of Babylon,” he might have lived
and died in ignorance of ite true character. He
felt that there was need of & special

tion for spreading shroad in the Un States
infi pecti Catholle doc-
trine and practice. Convineed, too, that the
day was near at hand when his Clhiurch was to
ba dominant in the United States, he desired to
do something towsrd siding Catholica them-
selves to rise to the hetght ot their ¢ tion,"”

ot
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the sun and moon o stand still,
and they obeyed him. mla‘hi 7 ob-
serves 13}1:.;‘;" Hecker in one of moat elo-
quent , “mgy dig down inte  the
bowels of earth. till ‘reaches the in-
teneest hoats ;-the may datompost

of the Ilrm"'& —
and fi t of
gr themm first, just an
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to the mind. If it were

alone in the sacred en-
ure; where pictures,
fal 0

and

ore

be exorbitant. Allin

roundings, is mean, nasty. inefficient, forbid-
ding,—except their church.
rassed.
ecker we now see a large
and haudsome chueeh, adorned with
much superior to those wsually found in Cath-
olic churches here. The fashionalle quarter of
the city has been drawing nearer to it, so that
now the congregiution is composed of those who
live in brown-stone honses, a8 well as of those
who ugsist in building them; and the service is
performed with an elegance and finish seldom
seen in the United States.
18 &
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else in
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their doors; the water

their lot, all in their sur-
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ietures

Adjoining the church
lions house for the

Fathers und students’ Welonging to the new
community, who are called Panlists. The com-

munity now consists of six priests, twelve stn-
dentn, and four pervan but ane or two of
whom are * " i. e: Catholics who were
ence Protestants. The inl work of this

community is, to bring the ateam
press to bear upon the spread of the Catholfc

"SBtatés, The matte B
lished Ly the Catholie Pablication Society, the
new tracts, the articles of the monthly

printing-
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stately exslt the poor | ial
above their lot; and where a friend and fasher
cap ever be found. And observe: these blesa-
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sustaining them. 8 nhmihﬁ
their own; the spaci legan hool
lionse is their own; the priest is an
the whole expense of every part

in borne by them. And nothin
the parish works well or economipally
church. The landlord gives them bad ludgings
for high rents; the city officials leave monn-
tains of filth
will not How in the upper stories ; the
store is on so amall & kcale that its profits must
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How interesting to obperve the noble heart
endi with its own hobleness whatever it
loves! Flow résistiesd the influence of this
large and fres America; whidh transfignres
things and parsons into 4 likeness to itself?

The question. now recurs: Will the Panlist
Fatherssucceed in. ﬂ.l“}i.l' darling ohject of bring-
ing over & majority of the e of the United
Btates tothe ancient faith? I can state some
of of ir own L ded comfl-

orm ‘man's sovereign reasom,— |
is. not. alarmed ! cmu&g
boldest ef-

fruit of your | th
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: g the in which Luther, indulges, and, which, Father | M L spre AP When
an‘l'nrrkmg Hecker s OW-WWE&% o 5 Jou ‘m ¥ et e ﬂmﬂh d
-0 uparate wit are a8 fool ¥ “ 18" tlid devil's Tnjtr : shoutd] for, : Wt -
of the dinecae bride, & pretty strumpet,” cte. . not they eetils together with : sclves before the altar, n sister who was'in one
aid the other our # too, are tha furthest pos- | advantaged: Jews i "- to | of the sidg nick w-alight, ly sudi-
and " On the sible from at the discoveries nf E:vn up ons or two uas the 1 of & baes | ble click with s small-instrament-eoncealed in
& acience;: for they do not insist on the literal in- age; the Un ians wouls ¥, be | her hand. Instantly the whole pink cloud of
S¥enn the then | faliibility of i becks com 'the. required to maks their whorter ‘and tly kuelt, sud remained kneeling till
dotted with shsaties . They wonld not feel that either the oh or | simpler, and adopt pazt of an‘Bnoleit ritual | another click was heard, when they nestled
the mrchbiskop lald out & new sp- | the public morals were in danger if 8 bishiop on | The Calvinistiossats, too, why should they keep | back ta scats, The black litie of kneeling
pointed r Hecker pastor of it; who forth- | the other sids of the globe sheold. cateh apart? It looks to u reflective Onthallo priest | nuns slong the sides of the shagel, the partecrs
with the best Flock of ad in the t.‘ripglng in his arithmetic, With them, it is|as though one grain'of common sense of young loveliness on the Hoor, the altar
neighborhiood for the sité of the church and for | the Charch that is infullible, i. e, the callested, | suffice to reduce the churches in all our villages | bl With lghted candles, made up a spec-
ihe hamrof Khiakew ity. A1l gathers | deliberately uttered moral sente of i, | one half in the next six. momthe. taels ap pl ws it was lmpresslve. At dhe
Tound. a churoh-p AR, kel a 6#""9}““03 l'i.ﬂ"’ Au‘;flhoi of it, “d.l ‘which is O ',.?Dm-di'on'- :mumm &#m > ieq the girls ﬁh‘:‘l:d o:: %n
vent, co seniusry—in the Catholic | therefore for individuals the suprems, unsrring | portant accessio  their., ! slowness; and tho néwly
\ov._:ﬂﬂ '.t'his -ﬂae’feﬁarel waa nothing | conscience, wou %u d-ng&% schools, eonducted By ra of Charity and ired elosed the train, leaning, d«. ]
dance with the ;
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Ten minutes after, whole three hundred
pils, except those who rejoined tirair:
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g pariors, wers on the fall, rojp, in
lar; ttin m g, shou in unre-
strained nifarity ‘_ﬁ';-gft‘nday -Wr- No
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AfTang: mts of the
cellent. . ; ead I ever saw in
# private sohool, the loftiest, airiest, most

by
, And elegant, ia the ‘one belonging to
tvhals eatsl - i ons wilg of ﬁhghlﬁ.ld—
'f‘ thirty music rooms, so cunstructed that
- v be in every oné of them
g or disturbed. The
are = happy be-

H sk 1
be sufficient. Despite these excellent fow- .
ta; the =chool - ba a

ox-

; the minds of the pupils may
neither be profitably exercised nor suitably fod;
¥Yet every reader can see how' such achools as
are_calculated to captivate parents and

e

coms out of BAT evel ing to teach
boys and girls who Hye' in mock-palaces, snd
who have no conception of anything higher or

o live in & mpok-palace.
Have not I sclf seen the insclent uplicked

cubs of the ;‘?ﬁh Avenue and streets djesent
making the lives of gentlemen of ing snd
eminent worth bitter to them by their s
contempt of aunthority and decency, and no

grounds their
dence in the coming supremacy of their Church.
First, ita tgmt pmgtﬁu has Dbeen startli
© year 1800 there were in the United.

rapid. In
Htates one Roman Catholic bishop, fifty-three,

priests, and sbout ninety thousand nembers.

‘here are now seven pe, fort; it

three mitred abbots, about three thoussnd
one hundred priests, sixty-five Catholic col-
leges, fifty-six convents of men, one hundred
eighty-nine convents of woinen, and (according
to Catholie calculation) four pullion ei hun-
dred thousand Catholic population, other
words, in 1600 the Catholics were uomthln&
like one seventisth of the whole population

the United States; they are now about one

sixth! They have also increased faster than
the general population of the country. Thus,
between 1840 and 1850 fhe general increase was

t]ﬂl'tg-lk per cent ; the Catholic increase, one
hun: - and twenty-five per cent. Judging
from the past, our Roman Catholic brethren
conelude that in the yuar 1900 they will form |
one third of the population of the country, and
perbaps a majority in the controlling cities
and States of it. .r'mperty.of tha Chureh

more rapid; since, in
addition to the mew purch ,Pit‘.hu ‘ Church
shares largely in the ednstant increase of the
valuo of real estate.. The only class of Inborers
in the country who always earn much meore
money than they need ure domestic' female

$he minuis abservence of the stigunette of

h the school in g 7

- hmd" busim Stion, and forvidal

as a ess operation, an ng
the pg:: dyspeptics under his éhnge to receive
the visits of their parents on Sunday after-

noonst >
Certaiunly, thése convent schools, which are
NOW BO y are froe fromn some of the ob-
jecti and diffienlties that leesen the usefnl-
ness of many of our fashionabl ugﬁvm ead
mies, Among the traditions” of the Catholic
Church, there is one to the effect that children
are children, and have n t'to be kept from
doing themeelves i o harm—peaceably
if they ean, foreibly i ﬂwﬁ must. The teachers
of the convent schoola—all the resident tonch-
erdi—are sufficiently inde dent of the good-
will of the pupils, without belng too much so for
their own The conveni possesscs Rﬂ;;
erty, and maiotaine'its inmates in
own home, and yet in a degres.it depends
upon the income derived from the school.  The
gﬂ; of 'the nun, of the Christian Brother, of
e Sister of Charite, as w :
and dignity of their d , hold imp
in che&, and teach the yonng victims of suc-
cesaful speculntion that there are distinctions
other than those indicated Ly marble fronts
and resewood sta!

Wil
which justified his felling the say
to the floor ! Have I mgm t\'.ﬁ“’ﬁng};{ﬂ_ :
' 1 T s g umvi‘.‘ll‘l

irs. There is a certaln elvil- | fro

are children, Probably seven of their
F tant pupils out of ten become Catholies
sopner or later, -

Conversions to the Catholic faith, it seems,
have béen more nuteroos since the war than
before. During the “‘ mission” recently held at
Bt, Btephen's, I‘nNew York, the number of con-
‘vertawaseighty. is nothing to boast of, con-
sidering theextemt of the parish and dura-
tionof the “mission ;" nor, indeed, have converts
everyetcomein with any greatrapidity. Itisthe
quality of the converts, not theirmumbers, of
which we hear so much ; the expected rush has
mw.hegnn. I sm-informed that a few edu-
cated persons in most city parishes are inquir-
llig. with moreor less earnestness, into the Cath-
olic faith, and I am forther nesured that these
inquiries'genetally end in conversion. Among
the most nent causes axsigned by inquirers
for diseatisfaction with their h-irurlim_lh;al' bellef
are the following: The difficulty of believing
in the literal infallibility of the whole Bible;
the gloom of the Babbatarian SBunday ; the ban
placed by many tari ‘upon i t
pleasures, such a2 dauvcing snd the drams,
which tends to drive yuu‘r:xg E:uph into guilty
pleasures; the frenzies the camp-meeting,
more, revoliing, in some purts-of the couoiry,
thon the howlings and whirlings of the Der-
vishea of Turkey; the painful uoncertainty
which - many feel, ull their lives,
whether their souls are “saved” or not; the
du¥inesn anid barrenness of the public service, in
which & duty is sesigned to erery clergyman
which only one in a.thousand ean discharge,
namely, the production of two powerful and

AGTE €vely seven days. The

| effect of the war in multiplying conversions is

explained thus: The Catholic Church alone
.hmpai ‘ltvm!l'i ﬂm the Cn‘hnlie‘ Chm

ns ] ways and. eotirel 3
m tl‘t:p itical q:gﬁ.inm inwlve{l. The

] once whien ihe yoang ladics
‘sttending the - prindipsl” convent school apon
theisland of M ‘entéred their chapel,

e

o

to housckeopers, and, atill botter, to .

who sell small drafta on Ireland snd Germany.

Then, .fl.n (a8 Father Hecker fails mot io
e !-Dr is = i o the R

mo thot they might use in the noblest way the
power which was about to full into their hands,
He had a conviction, aud still !mln “T. thut there

in their L3

all these societies are so many
ready-made, for the distribution o
and valumes prepured by the Panlist Fathers

¥, of ¢

izations
e tracts
nedr the Hudson River.

i T P ty Iy ter iean
America in the stately decornm of his Clmreh,—
its gentle doctrine, its severe exactions, its
brotherly equalities, and in the grand assemi-
biage of all the fine arts in the Bupreme Act, in
'hﬁ:h man pays homage to the divinity by ex-
hibiting his own. In church, he remembered,
Proteatants say, * Man s totally depraved.” At
the political meeting the same Protestants as-
uert, “ Man ie capable of self-government.” There
is no such vontradiction, he maintains, in the
Catholic mind. What the Catholic believes as
i Catholic he can also believe na o citizen. It
is only since 1 have been o Catholic,” says
Father Hecker, ‘*that I have been n i

can who believes in

aoniun Democrat.  Be
desires to ‘be it also

This eonimunity, in one important partienlar
AT rleothes Dalhals Orbans t 15 a
special vows of its members. Father Hecker
is au Awerican, s patriotic American, an Ameri-

shaort, be is what we used to

ta no

el B— 1, ¥ l’nn-u Fyy H‘!l‘”ﬂl.’
des Etats Unis,) oup Eomn Catholic brethren
claim fo be better propagutors than we can
boast of bemﬁi It is obvious, they say, that
Catholic fumilies are more numeérotis than

Protestant. ﬂ’J.:‘Inn august and holy mystery of
.7

American principles,—in
a good Jeffer-
ving that in politics, he

on; for he is of
which is troe at the

in re
i

P that u p
polls cannot be falue-
this A

non says, “ All mnen are equals.”

before the altar. Jeffer-
“True,"” says

brothers,” Jeffexrmon

and intelligent citizen of a republic.”

A new order then, he helieved, was called for
in the New World, sud the schewe was ap-
proved by his ecclesiastical superiors. W
our Roman Catholic brethrem have Ived

-gover

ou the

h

than he

mpon & pro of this natare, t.l;eydpmnaed to
execute it in the most sensible nud bosimess-
like manner. If the world is to be moved, the
first Tequisite is to get a fulerum for the lever;
for there is no use in lhaving a lever unlesa
there is a fulcrnm on which to Test it. When a
new order in to be fonnded, the first thing is to
sscure 8 small piece of the earth’s surface,
—which it can possess in fee simple, upon whieh
its homs and working-pl n. be per £l
built. Now, obsérve how all the parts of this
astonishing ol}nu.'uatiuu work together! Father
Hecker, wvided with the due authorization,
oos Tor to raise the money needed to maks
the fimt payment upon a piece of gronnd. His
previous missionary labors had brought him
into favorable relations with a great number of
hes, and the abors {:n q'.out.iml.el:l’ while
ing the money for the new enterprise.
l*‘rElgn Quebec to New Orleans he went, rousin
Catholics to confeas nud foruake their sins, a
asking contributions to his scheme.

It is surprising what a talent onr Roman
Catholic brethren have for raising money. The
Buperior of the Dominiean Community, which
is now building o convent in New York, raised
in the city alone, in two weeks, forty thousand
dollars toward paying for the editice. “ QOpe
man’s money is as good as another's,” appears
to bo a familiar principle with our Roman
Catholic brethren; and, accordingly, some of
onr New York city office-holders nre frequently
ealled unpon to disgorge s trifling portion of
their booty,—a check for five hnndred dollams,
or pome smaller matter of that kind. It has
been discovered, also, that eandidates for ecity
oftices have a tenderness for the orphan, a
pride in the new cathedral, an interest in the
publication of Catholic works, and a desive for
the conversion of heretics, which canscs e
to adorn many subscription papers with their
'niglmt.unvu. What an advanis BV OT wa our
‘Roman Catholie brethren hayp an being able to
tax sinners for the soppreasion of sin, and to

use stolen mouney in inenleating hohesty ! We
r Proteatants never think asking a gam-
ler, & city politician, or a thief to subsecri

money for the promunlgation of Frim- :
which, if universally scceptod, wonld rain his
trade. Wa place nearly the whole burden of

the six ablest and
agreeable, secloded o
men to

their 1i
time o

nothin
sis an
that the Roman Cat

whieh they

priest, 41

t.” “True,” adds Father Hecker,
# for man is made in the image of his Creator.”
This Paulist community,

American principles:
both ways;” no man remains & moment longer
: ; and every inmate is as free in
all-his works and ways a8 a son is in the well-
. honse of & wise father.

What & powerfnl engine is this! Buppose

living thus, freed from

of thlnﬂ with twelve zealo
p and chear them, & thousand organ-

izations in the country to aid in distribuzing
their writing, and in every town a apacious
edifics and an eager sudienes to hang u

What could they not effoct in &
woll-directed work? Father Hecker
lives so remote from the worldly anxieties, that
he did not know the amonut of his own salary
until I told him. That is not in his depari-
ment. He has nothing te think of but his work.

Father Hecker and his colleagues propose to
eonvert us by convineing our reason.

vehemenco as the sommon assertion,

man the submission or abdication of his reason.
Father Hecker, in his spirited and eloquent
little book entitled “The Aspirations of Na-
tare,” is particularly strong upon ihis point.
*‘Man has no right to surrender his judgment,”
he tells us, “ Endowed with free-will, man has

they are all
says, “ Man is capable of

the deor opens

ighest Americans were

worldly cares, in an
baode, yet near the centre
gifted young

n
fio-

There is
leny with so much ampha-

holic Church demands of

no right to yield up his liberty. Reason and
free-will constitute & man & resy ible being,
and he has no right to abdicate his independ-
fenee.  Jodgment, liberty, independenee, th

ave divine and inalier

not remonnes

rays: “R
he sonl,

AR s e by his
Tug.”  And again
abject as th
of the soul

oxtends its )
nobles it by npply
onler of truth,” A

nl g i
sonrees of 1

muataining virtue npon the virtuons !
Father Hecker rawmed the requisite sum, aml

Teason,”

them it he wondd.”

=ubimission of the eternal in
the private authorit

sacramental dighity, and makes the marriage
tie indissoluble. Father Hecker is wron,
attaching jmportance to the hatefnl + ng
called frec-love, and to the kitidred ahomina
tion that took to f'the name of Bohemian-
ism. Nothin
general loathing among Protestants than these
things did. They had-but few adherents, and
wers of no account. Mormonism, also, which
ti iom, is an excep-
of ene vigorons

1 n
tional and transient trinmph

| Baxen who was resolved to huve a hnrem with-
| out taking the trouble of turning Turk., But
re, is conducted |

the great number of divorees, the v frequent
revolt of parenta inat the unhli:lr:dutlu of
their lot, the murder of unborn offupring, the
dying ont of the old New En@and families,
their ient farms ied by healthier E:

t Chureh, invests with | Prol

ever excited a deeper or more |

on 8 L i
convent, baptized. . exguisite
scene. n'mmof & theatre ever arranged
anything mors effective for the stage; and

it wan well adapted at once to impress the
minda “:iz tl:m h‘:ht:ul:dju of 1thre; h‘?:dred
rompi W part in it.  Per in
no ulzﬁ way can I better show the reader :f.h.t
our Roman Catholic brethren and sist

l:::g‘r

this nnity in the midst of such con-
tention and severance capiivating,
I am told, to several educat have

:ﬁ minds.
nt

general who el '““mmuu cgmmands
W
uring the whole wu".htht jo_only chaplains
who; as o ‘wrars of mueh utility in the field
Ware o chaplsins ; which hs st
tributes to the fact, that they slone were ac-
to scclesiistical superiors. ' It may
be that the exploits of some of our Protestant
chaplaine in the way of * living on the coun-
try” contrasted with the strict observance, by
Catholic chaplains, both of military and ececle-
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‘where the snciext, renowned loveliness of Man-
hattan has not been obliterated, and command-
ing. s view of the Hudson, the Harlem, and the
Bound—the Palisades bounding the view on
the west, the arches of the Hi Bridge visihle
in'the north, the Sound stretching away to the
northeast, and the city of New York spreadin
aver &ll the southern half of the island—stands
the groul: of solid, but not uninviting, struc-
tures :h;chtbf“c? the e{;tahhll'-l:hmma, chief
amon, m the chapel. On this warm sprin
day nﬁ the doars stood open; and it wum:wg-
dent, as soon ns we alighted under the covered
entrance that something ﬂﬁﬁﬂ was going for-
ward. The parlors were of happy parenta,
davghters, ui a joyons
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who esn rear the best
child; the best woman is she who can rear the
best child. The whole virtue of the race—
physieal, - moral, mental—comes into play in
this moat aweet, moat arduous, most pleasin o
moet dificult of all the work dons by mo:
in thia world. If, thersfore, it is true that
Catholics do this work so much better than
Protestants, the case is closed ; we munst all
turn Catholies, or make up our minds to see
the mece continue to dwindle. This is, of COUTAS,
too vast and awful a subject to be treated here.
I will venture merely to expressthe conviction,
that the first ple to di and
fully practise the art of rearing children in the
new conditions of modern life will be persons
who will seek for the requisite knowledge
where alone it is to be found—in science,
These will communicate it to others, and then,
rﬂr]mpu, the varions clmrches will adopt, hal-
ow, nnd impart it,
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e, nll in the weition of having to in-
struct people upon wh ir children’s bread
de Is; six clgreyy s families, in  the
tqually false posifion of being nominally at the
head of society upon a thousand dollars o year
and & donation party; sir organizations at-
tempting, with anxious feebleness, to do 1he
work of one.  And no Catholic can diseern any

great difference between themn— He eannot sen,
tur exnmple, why the Methodiste and the Epis-
copalians wonld not both gain enormaounsly hy
re=uniting.  One wounld gain the power and vi-
tality of numbers, the other wonld gain in de-
cornm amd dignity.  The Episcopal Clinrel
woukl no longer rest under the blighting atigma
of Dbeing the riel people’s Chneel, asnd the

i , elegant, and v lofY;

adorned wlt?f the usual ﬁgﬁ -i'tar-pim, a8
well as with many smaller pictures. Nearl

the whole space upon the floor is eovered wit

plein black-walnut pews, withont doors or
cushions. These are for the young ladies ;
visitors git near the entrance, in pews raised o
little from the floor; the nuns have raised seats
-lo:ﬁ thesides of the chapel—each sister having
a little pew to herself, and sitting with herface
to the altar. At the appoin moment the
pupila began to enter in procession, by the
middle alsle, two by two, walking almost as
slowly as it is possible to walk—jnst moving,
no more, and aning so in abaolute stillness,
Not an nudible tread; not a whis er; not an
eyo upraised. All were dressed alike in pink
summer dresses, with o white veil over their
heads.  They seemed to be softly floating in,
and winding round into the black-walnutseats,
like the tinted clonds of sunset. First came
the little girls, who, upon reaching the middle
aisle, bent one knee to the ground, and then
glided slowly to the slow, soft music of the
organ all down the sisle to the altar, where
they divided, one line moving to the right, the
other to-the left, and a0 curled round into the
firat pews, which they entered at the end near-
est the wall. Thus the pleasing pagesnt was
prolonged.  As the procession continued, its in-
terest both ehangal and 1ereased, beeanse the
little girls were followed by the larger, ur
we hid the pleasure of looking upon young
ladies in the bright lustre of their matn ing
charms,  In every particular, this procession
Was_arranged just as a Kemble or a Wallack
would have arranged it. The same devices
were employed, both to prolong and inerease
the pleasnre of the spectator, which are em-
ployed upana well con ted stage. Eapecially
were the most impre ' objects of all re-
served for the last. Finally eame the young
ladies who were abont to be baptized, uif elnd
in white dresses, and covered with a long white
veil, cuch af them reating an arm wpon the shoulder

af o xister atfived in black, the venerable superior
ol the convent. being one, Nothing was ever |
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For fifteen centurles the Christian Church
has undertaken to perform for all the inhabit-
ants of Christendom two offices having no
Bt ¥ ion, wod tl & capable of
being separated. One of these offices 1 have
styled in o' previous page, expounding the
nniverse ; or, in other words, sssuming to de-
clare with anthority what peopls must think
concerning the origin of things, the destiny of
man, the nature of the Buprems Being, and the
general government of the world. During the

t three centuries or more a conviction has
been gaining ground, that no man or body of
jme; 'lut- u;:mpet.nnt to lfo this. tgu such sub-
L 8 now aﬁrue( among the intelligent
part of mankind, t! at one man's theory nr'i:.::-

3 y ver i ng or it
may be, cannot be biudinghnn any other m’an.
It is now agreed, among those whose thoughts
fmally become the thoughts of mankind, that
on such subjects ns thewe thers can be no such
thing asa guiity opinion. This part, therefore, of
the Church’s” service to Christendom is now
nearly sccomplished. It will be quite aceom-
plished when the greater part of the inhabit-
anta of Christian conntries are made partakers
of modern knuwle_dnﬁe. During former nges,
the Church did a kind and nﬂelﬁ!ﬂ Bervice, per-
haps, in concealing from man his own igno-
rance ; he now knows his ignorance: he also
knows the only method which can everexist of'
lessening it ; and he knows, consequently, that
in this matter priests cannot nid him.

But the other duty of the Church remains—
that of inculcating virtne, nssisting regencra-
tion, guiding, cheering, ennobling i‘mmim life.
This remains. . This will never be needless as
long ss man is weak, virtne difficult, and vie:
alluring. Human reason js not equal to the
Lask of forming an adequate theory of the v
verse; but it is equal to the task of discovering
how men ought to feel, and how men ounght to
act. No body of men can ever have the right
to say what we ought to think concerning the
“ Unknowable ;" but any man, by a life of fi-
delity nud « ity, can acquire absolut
tainfy respec
anl one another.
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truths, f inr as they are to men of the
workd ; In he indifference of the public to
{nvzlr}'tlli])[g doctrinal,” aud its eager interest
in overything * practical,” will continue to

hnve its effect. Yo we not see the Pope, wha
began his reign by establishing o new doctrine.
L it by regulating the dress of women? e

1ot see a graml meil of hishops rising
perior to theological sabtletics, to consider
¢ POINIcions Colsei)aenees of keeping ~
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Calvinistic clergyman of New York soaring
abave all Calvin's gloomy crudities, and ad.
dressing himself to the nobler, Ligher, and
more diffientt work of throwing light 1 ;
duties of cmployers to employed ¥ Poor work




