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IRELANI'S MARTYRS,

IN THREE PARTS,

1L
Iu the cdre of/the herois Cistercian Ab-

bot of Boyle, Father Gelasins 0'Quillenan,
and bis compandons, arrested while in Dullin
in 1580, as not the wanton cruelty of
wless or the mere blood-thirstitiess

of officers ostomed to every barbarity.

+ ~Here the agtion proceeded from the very high-
est Engli nnthun‘lg in Ireland, in the days of
Lard Colde, who tells us in those legal treatises
wiich have come down to us as oracles, that

been used in

abbot and his companions underwent
uinary examinatione, ! ;
John (VGarvin, thon Protestant Dean of
rist Chureh, was among those who assisted
t his first interrogatory, and having proposed
mavny inducements to”the abbot ‘to abandon
the Popish creed,’ Gelasins in reply reproved
bim for preferring the deceitful vanities of thia
world to the lnsting joys of eternity, and exhort-
ed bim ‘to rencunce
heresy by which he bad hitherto wn.rredbsguilxlt
JU -

he qlev r koew of torture having

pr

God, and to make amends for the past
ing with him in professing the name of Christ,
that he might thus beccine worthy to receive
a heavenly erown” The holy abbot and bhis
companions were then subjacted to torture, aud
among their other sulferings we find it com-
memorated that their arms and legs were brok-
en by repeated blows, and fire was applied to
their feet. The only words of Gelnsing during
all this torture were, ‘Though you shonld offer
me the priucedom of England, I will not for-
feit my eternal reward.”  Bentence of death
being passed agaiost them, they were led out
with aK possible iguominy to execution. They,
however, were filled with cousolation; tiie
sight of the joyouns sufferers excited the admi
ration of the assembled mnltitnde, and many
even of the hereties declared that they were
maore like angels than men. 1t wason the 21st
of Novewber, 1550, that they wers happily
crowned with martyrdom.  The garments
which #hiey wore, #nd the implements of their
tortare, woere eagerly pure Ly the Catho-
lics, and cherished by them with religlous ven-
eration.” =

Nor can it be said that, in the use of torture

thng used to wring from the Irish elergy od- |

missions to justify their execution, the anthor-
ities in Dablin act iout the knoyledge or
ent of the Que Any such pretext is at
ed to the winds by English reconds

asn of one of the most ilastrions war-
tyrs of the whole bonored list of Ireland’s wit
nesapg for the faith—Dernod OViurley Arc
Bishop of Caslisl .

* The birthplaee of this glorious martyr was
o little village in the dioecse of Limerick, less
than three miles from that eity, called Lyovo-
doon, where Lis parents lived respectably by
1y ng, both of tilluge and cattle; they were
held in good estimatioh hy their ueighbors,
both rieh and poor, especially Janes Geraldine,
Earl of Desmond,

** Having then heen raisel to the episcopacy
by Gregory XUL, and named Archbishop of
Casbel, he took his route towards Ireland.”

At Waterford he was detected by a Protes-
tant named Baal, on whose information he was
pursned to the Castle of Slane, where he haid
inrleed taken refuge for o ti bLut had pro-
ceeded farther.  When Lord Slane found him-
gelf in dunger, he joined in ilie pursuit of the
Archbishop, and on overtaking him at Carrick-
ou-Buir, indoced bim to proceed to Dunblin,
where lis arrival is noted by Avchbishop Lof-
tns aud Sir H. Wallop, in a letter to Robert
Beale, remporary chief secretary to the Queen,
dated Ocx, Hth, 1622, and still preserved in the
publiec Record Office in London. In s subse-
qirent letter, on the 10th of December, adidress-
ol to-8ir Francis Walsingham, ti.my Bay
“Among dther letters directed to us, and
brought by this last i-asmge, we Teceived one
from your hopor, deelaring hee majesty’s plea-
sure for the proceeding with Dr. Hurley by
ture or any uther severe manner of proceeding
to gain his knowledge of all foreign practices

gains ber nmjesli' u Btate, wherein we parily

orebore’to Heal till ndw.” TBen they remark,
‘for that we want here either rack orother e

ine of torture to terrify him....the Tower ol

Lotidon shonld be & better school than the Cas-
tle of Dublin....we do wish that we bhud di-
rections to send him thither,”

T'he pretext here was shallow ; there was wit
énongh in the dominnnt party in Ireland to iu-
vent any necessary racks, Walsingham evi-
dently directed them to proceed in Dublin, aud
himself ruggested the mode of torture. On the
7th of March, 1584, they again write, “we muade
commission to Mr. Waterhouse and Mr, Seere-
tary Fenton to'put bim to the torture swch os

our Honer advised wa, which wus, to toast his
?‘num apainst the fire with hot boots” 3
these Walsingham boots were, we learn ft
conternporary statements taken down from-eye
witnesses.  ** Theexeen :r8 placed the Arcl
bishop's feet and ealves in fin boota filled with
0il ; they then fastencd his feet in wooden
shinckles or stocks, and placed fire nnder them.
The boiling oil so penetrated the feet and legs,
aorsels of the skin and even Hesh fell off
and left the bone bare, The offieer whose duty
it was to preside over the tortore, unused 1o
soch unheard of saffering, and unable to look
apon gicl an inhum:n epectiels, or to hear the

of the innocent prelate, suddenl
toand quitted the plaee, (pp. 01, ‘3‘2{
All this failed to extorr | vihing to
justify his arraigioaent o
ture was continucdt U e
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Lo, and the Toits thiat

e cite it at longth

goodd to remémber |
vinion that, consid- |
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*And herein we thonght
'

youy honor by way of o
ering how obstinate and
o Af he shonid be refe toa public trial,

s dmpmdes elamorons Jenial might do great
harm to 1l ffected here, whoin trath bave
no small admiration of him.  And yet, hav
hnd conference with some of the hest lawyers
in the lund, we find that they make a seraple
to arraign him here, for that Li SONE Wers
com r 1 parts, the statue in that
Le bl ot here as it is in England, And
therefore we think it not amiss (if' it be allow-
ed of there) 1o Lave Lim ¢ Lo by martiol

Tan, ! whick he can have wo just chaille nge, for
thyt i nor goods ¢ and ns

he avoided man)
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H his fororer impuden
he way do lo the people
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| to the wagistrates wonld be allowed to take |
| their departure from the kingdom,

#pot to recommend - themselves to
-1:3 many of whom averred that mir.

ed nothing tow,
of the new dml'rln%u in
Dr. Hurley but confirmed
more immovably in'the fait

of London
inIreland, was seized
}emnmmt ventnred
ury acquitted him.
wns kept
edcape, and, for nshort tim%

the afflicted Cutholics. Fn

labored to console
ing again into the
hands of the persecutors, he was sent to Eng-
land, and died of poison in ths Tower of Lon-
don, Oct, 14th, 1 leaving one of the most
venerated names in the annals of the Irish
Chorch.  Auother prelate, Murlagh 0'Brien,
Bishap of Lmly, died the eame year in prison,
ot Pablin, after undergoing tortutea.

The interesting bio, phy of another martyr,
Ttev. Maurice Kinrugt';z. Eives a pleture ol

Oatholic Easter during these dark ages in Ire-
land that is too touching to omit. It @ ina
letter from Father Robert Rochfort:

“I semd yon an accouut of the glorionk mar-
tymlum of a friend of mine, Manrica Kinrech-
tin, a 'pions vat, chaplain to the Earl of Des-
mond; whom yon know, He was for this cause
taken prisoner by the Eoglish, and taken to
¥our native town of Clonmel, where he lay in
prison for more than o year. On the eve of

Zaster 1505, Vietor White, one of the prineipal
citizens of Clonmel and a pious Catholie, ob-
tained from the Lead jailor permission fi

for the
riest to pass the night in his honse; this the
Elil_l}l’ agreed to, but secretly informed the Pre
ident of Muonster, an Engiish hervetie, who
chaneed to be in the town, that if he wished ho
might easily seize all the prinecipal citizens
while hearing Mass in the house of Mr. White
a alki 7 at the sde time he bargained to
Lo paidd for Lis perfidy. At the honr ngread on,
| the soldiers rushed into the bouse and seized
{on Victor; but all the others, liearing the nolse
| tried to escape by the back doors and windows;
a cort matron, trying to eseape, fell aud
Lroke ber arm, The soldiers fonud the chalic
and other things for Mass ; they songht eve
whers for the priest (who had not yet hegon
the Mass) awdl eame at length 1o s o
straw under which he lay hid, and,
Utheir swords thioogh it, wounded hin in the
' thigh; but he preserved silence, and thromeh
| Tear of worse, concealed bis sulfering, and soon
| after eseaped from the town into the conntry,
| Iiut the intrepid Vietor (who, althongh he Ll
for this reason sn coitld never be
d to atie eutic Brer-
eties) was thrown into prison becausehe would
!nat give up the priest, and would ne doubt
| have been pat to death, liad wot Maori
| ing of the danger of his fvlend, volantacily.
[.
| friendslip truly Christian,  The President n;
1 braided him much, and having sentenced bimn
| to deatly, offered him his life if he woulid abjnre
{ our Catlolie fuitl, and profess the Queen to be
| head of the Chureh, There eame to him also
| » preacher, who strove long, but in vain, to se-
Lddugee the martyr ; nor wonld be on any acconunt
betray auy of those who had heard his Mass,
or to whom he had at any time administered
| the SBacrawments. At lengih he was dragged®at
the tail of a borse to the place of execntion as
a traitor. DBeing come there, he devoutly and
learnedly exhorted the people to constancy
the faith. The execationee cot him down from

the gallows when yet half and cut off his
sacred head, and the minister struck it in the
face, Then the Catholics, by prayers and

bribes, obtained of the executioners that they
should not lacerate his body any further, and
they boried it as honorably as they could.
Farewell, and peaco in the Lord, and be ye im-
itators—if occasion offers—of the coarageous
Maurice Kinrechtin, and till then prepare yonor
sonls fur the trial. Your devofed ser t, dat-
ed from the College of 8, Anthony, 1558, 20th
March, Robert Ruchfort.”

Thus it went on doring the reign of Eliza-
beth. The year 1533 witnessed many hanged,

wrovght there, T P
Elizabeth and the ministers of her godless

tjunnf, in thos trampling on law and astice,

had gain, the advancement

d, The death of
‘E'ho Irish Catholics

In another y Ir. Richard Creagh, Arch-
bishop of h, who cscaped from the Tower
in 1565, but, after two ygars’ labor

in Cannanght in 1567, the
on a-trinl at law; butthe
Little.did this avail ; he
a prisoner, -bot at Jast effected his

lered himself to the President, showing o !
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from contemporary narratives: '
“The 1st of Februoary, at 4 o'clock i

ternoon, he was called to mount the o
surronnded by guards, stood at the

‘When the holy Bishop came in sight of that
trinmphal chariot, he mighed, and said, ‘ My
Lord .?aluu, for my sake, went ofi foot, benr::lg
His to the mountain where He suffered ;
ahd must I be o in a eart, as thongh un-
willlng to die for Him, when I would Lasten
with willing feet to that gloryf Would that I
might bear my eroas and basten on my feet to
meet my L(mlyi" Turning to his fellow-sufferer,
Patrick, be said, ‘Come my brave comrade and
worthy scldier of Christ, let ne imitate His
death an best we may, who waaled to theslaugh-
ter as o sheep before the shearer.’ Then, bend-
ing down and kissing the cart, he monnted up
inte it, nrd sat down with his back to the
borees, and was thua drawn through the paved
streets to the field where the gallows waserect-

“Cornelins, when he was n‘a'na to the place
of sacrifice, being solicitons for the constancy
& his collengue, begged thn&nl’utrick might
be put to death first ; for he flfared lest by the
sight of bis death and the wiles of the Calvin-
ista, Patrick might be induced to yiecld to hu-
man weakness. But, as Lis wish wonld not be
granted, Father Patrick assured the Bishop he
might lay aside all fear for hinn * Though,’
sabd e, ' T wanld desire to dje first, and be
strengthened in my agony By vour piternal
charity, since wa are given up to the will of
others, go, happy father, and fear not for my
constancy ; mid me by your prayers with God,
by whasa fm!p I am suro that neither death,
uor life, yor prineipalities, nor powcers, nor
ih vsent, nor things t@"come, nor any
other ereature, shall separvate me from the love
of Chriat, or from my companionship with you.’
Rejoiced at these words, Cornelins threw him-
oo his knees, ot had only breathed a has-
ty prayer, (which yet reached God in heaven,)
when the conncilors, the captain and the
gnard called out to make an end guickly. The
field, sitnated to the north of the eity, which
woull casily hold 3000 persongewas crowded.

| wonld stain himself with the blood of the
¥- | Bishop—who was condemued to death for rolh-

l.

i had

rawn nnd :luurtumd—t.llp Rev. Pojer Millyr at

eatord, Peter Meyler af Galway, and Mastrice
Enstace—both candidates fur the priesthood—
the Francisean fathers O'Molloy, Dugherty, and
Ferrall, ut Abbeyleix. The next year apother
of the same Order at Clonmel.

Curry, in his " Civil Wars in Ireland,” thos
sumns np other examples

“Joln Stephens,priest, for that be said Muss
to- Teague McHuagh, was fmn;_:ml aud gunrtered
by the Lord Hurroughs, in 1547 ; Thady O'Boyle,
goardian of the monastery of Donegal, was
i Wi monastery ; six
wnastery of Moynibi-
Calyhor and Bryan O'Trevor, of

2t Burnand, were slain in their
| own motastery, De ta Marin, in Ulster ; as
aleo Felimy O'Hara, a brot i RO Was
Eueas Penny, parish ]Immqt of Killagh, sl
at the altar in bis parish ehnreh there; Cahill
McGoran ; Rory O'Donnellan, Peter McQnillan,
Jatrick O'Kenna, George Power, viear gencral
of the diocese of Ossory; Auwidrew Striteh, of
Lime irtagh, viear gene
Low O'Molow-
ny, of Thomond ; Johu Kelly, of Louth ; Steph-
en Patrick, of Annaly ; Johu Pillis, frinr: Rory
MeHenlea ; Tivilagh” Melnisky, n luy brother.
All that come after Eoneas Per ny, together
h Walter Fernan, priest, died in the Castle
of Dublin, either throngh Lard usage and re-
straint or the violence of torture,”

‘0 whom may be added the Rev. George
Power; Rev. John Walsh ; Bishop Beady of
Kilmore and bis companions, whose sufferings
are here most tonehingly given; the Rev. Don-
atns "Mollony, so tortured by iron boots and
thumb-serews, as well asthe raek—of all which
there was now, apparently, a tuall supply in
Drelond—that he dicd a fow hanrs after,

i
gan; J
the Order of

1

Lint execntions w not prompt
enongh, 16(R2, the authorities intimated
that such of the clergy as presented themscives

For wo |
seenlag icsts and fathers of the Dowinican
afild Cistercian Orders, believing that a Protes-
tant government wonld keep faith witis Catho-
lies, accepted the offer, amd asseabiling, as di-
rected ttery, were pot on board &
I fur France,  Bnot no soonuer
hiad they renched the broad Atlantie than the
wihiols of these priests were thrown ove
O the retorn of the vessel to port, gre
nation was pretended by iho
» Queen cashiered the offic
were, in faet, seeretly rewarde

This martyrdom, fearfok for its treachery,
and the nnmber of the priestly tims, elos

a0 to say, the reign of bloody Elizabeth. The
batr of Catholi ¥ was infense; but yet
there was apparent from first to lns sense of

respect for the opinion of the (
an attempt to jnstify the execut
ol law, or exeuse them as uninter
severity in putting dotvn revolts or condneting
military operations.

When the sen of Mary, herself a martyr nnd

haolic powers,
ms by color |
led acts of |

sutferer, aseendyl the throne, his aecession wos
hailed by the Catholie Irish with a burstof joy.
A prince of their own race, they conld regatd
him with feelings never awakened by former
sovereigns of England.  The memory of his
mother would have bonnd them to him., He
i ave rendered Ireland a happy country.
ray by this vision, the 1 1 O
Iy eelebrared the long proseribed worship

O

It ¥ soon were rodely awakoned fronmtheir
el The gloriovs army of martyrs und
ns with Ied 1

ot horae in 1604,

Among all the mariyrs of this reigcn,
ever, the mest illnstrions was
vouy, Bishop of Down amd Cennor, put to dea

ablin, F! Iy ape

th

=trennonsly to faltil i
ted 1 sent to Duabli
arly perished from want of
urts, As the pen
conbil not legally compass his o

The execntioner wis an Euglisla wla b
testant—for no Irishman con®d be fonud whao

Lery, and was promised Lis lifls for ncting as
execttioner on this occasion.  Yet, thongel be

1 aseil his life, ho was touehed
aud compassion for 1 :

shop, and prayed his pa lf,
and with trembling hands adjustei the noose,
The moment the Bishop mouuzed the ek step
of the ladder, gud bhis head wos seen ol thi

crowd, o
thia spectarors.

“Then then
crics of pity
Bishe
Wh

shout and groaud barst from all |

r, Challoner, furioas at the
¥ the people il to the
ulis ye the Bruorant people ?
s life with oo and n vain
dom ? Tell the multitnde that
ul that it is for treason and
1 ye suffer To thege unjust
wp answered, * Par be it from
s, who are to appear before the trilinnal of
Christ, to impose upsn the people.  But also
Tar be it frone us to confess onrselves auiity of
crimes of which our conseience tolls us we are
innocent. Nor yet do we vainly ambition the
title of martyrs, thongh for ns to die for Christ
i% gain. Yon know that you are Foursell gailty
of that prevarieation of which yon accuse us
for but a few hours agn, sent, as you said, by
the Viceroy, you offered ns life and rreslom if
we wonld rubseribe to yonr heresy. Leuve Tis,
then, son of darkness, and ealnmninte not our
innocence,’ L 5 -
“Then the minister departed and Teft the
martyTs in peace. As they monuted the mid-
dle of the ladder, again there ross the ery of
the people, and a third time, when he was
aubunt to be thrown off, the groans of those
wlio beat their breasts rosa londer than before,
Thrico he prayed as he stood there—once for |
all the bystanders ; secondly, for the city of |
Dublin, and all the Catholics of this kingdom, |
that they may serve God piously, faithfully
and perseveringly ; a third tjme he ayed for
all Liereties, aud Yor Lis pe hat they

words the
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“['he Bishop's head was hardly ent off when
an Irishman seized it, and rashing into the
centre of the erowd, was never found, although
the Viesroy offered a reward of forty pounds of
silver. The Cathelics gathered up bis blood,
and contended for his garments, despite the
tesistence of the soldier The priest Patrick
fullowed the same road, sing 15 he monnted
the ladder the ecanticle of nean, ‘Now, O
Lord, dismiss Thy servant in peace' and, aiter
the example of tge Bishop, he prayed for the
bystanders, blessed them, and forgave all his
enemies. The rope being put round his i
he hung for a short time, then ent down
Lalf alive, ilated, nnd eut in picces. The
soldiers, warned by the loss of the Bishop's
Liead, resisted the unarmed crowd, whostrove to
cateh the martyr's bloed and other relics, and,
wounded many. The day atter the bodies were
buried at the gallow’s fiot, bat in the stillness
of the night were removed by the Catholics to
o chapel

We cannot enter on the other sufferers of
this reizn whose records are carefully eollected
in the Menorials,
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