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The following able and instructive ad-

dress was delivered before the annual con-
vention of the delegates of the Catholic
Central Association, who met in Philadel- a
Phis on Wbit-Monday, Jane 5. As the a
delegates are Germans, the speaker used
their language; bat, as the address is a r

Centennial one, concerning the Catholics of t
the entire United States, it has been trans- t
lated into English, and we have great
pleasure in laying it before our readers:

Gesntlees o. the Cetholie Central Assoeiateo- I
It is now tswety-one years since the Catholic I
Central Association assembled on Pentecost for
a General Conference. My vocation as mi- 1
aldoary has hitherto always occupied me else-
where. The celebration of the Centennial of a
the Independence of the United States of
America is, however, an event which has de-
aided me to yield to the gratifying invitation (
of your Executive Committee, to be with you
on the present occasion.

The Independence of the United States has a
great and important siglnloanoe for the Church
In general, but especially for nos Catholics, who t
have sought and found here a new home. I

Besides its general interest, the great histo- I
rieal event which the United States now cele- c
brates has an important one to myself. t

It has been my lot to pass one-half of my life I
in Europe mostly in universities, lyceums and
oollege•'occnpled in instruction. In later r
yeare, hbevef, I turned my attention to the r
missions. The arrogance of bureauoracy, which c
dominates across the Atlantic, is well known; ;
and I felt myself frequently bound hand and f
foot in my movements, by its constraint. I i
longed for a land where, free as an eagle, I T
could soar wherever my soul desired, in order b
to promote the kingdom of God. This land I B
found. It was America! I

I felt in Europe, to illustrate my thought, v
like one embarked on a shallow yet rapid b
stream; even in danger of being driven back a
by the power of a contrary current. I longed
to and a deeper, a more favorable channel. I t
desired to hear the signal cry : "No bottoml" t
This depth I found, here in America! C

On this ocean I have now sailed for C
twenty-eight years-almost a third of the a
period of American Independence. Hence it a
seemed to me that, among foreigners, I was en-
titled to be present here during the Centennial 8
oelebration, and to celebrate in your midst this a
important epoch. I thought that my words 1,
would have a wider effect on sach an occasion, r
and I trust it will be so if you listen with at- e
tention and sympathy to what I have to say to a
you, or rather to all the Catholics of the c
country.

I want to ead your thoughts to the answers e
to the following questions: a

First. In what special relation does the a
Church stand to America t t

Second. In what special relation de we Ca-
tholics in Amnerica stand to the Church I

Third. What is the special position and task
of the Catholic Central Assootation in regard to t
thise 1

It is not without a purpose that I emphasize c
the word : In what special relation does the
Catholic Church stand to America; for in i
general relations America and all other coun-
tries stand alike.

Christ sent His Apostlep over the whole world l
to preach His Gospel to the farthest boundaries a
of the earth. Through them and their souces- I
sors was the word of salvation to be made t
known to all people. No sooner was the ex- I
treme northern portion of America discovered I
and inhabited than the Mother Church turned
her eyes upon it. The proofs of this are the
churches and the Episcopal See of Greenland, a
whose foundations date far back towards the a
earliestoenturtesofChristianity. And nosooner I
had theory of "LANDI" resounded from the mast-
head of the ship of Columbus. than that great I
hero, the first European who placed foot upon
the American shores of the New World, raised c
the Cross with his own hand; and the Church
by her missionaries, spread the kingdom of
Christ on the soil of the newly discovered con-
tinent.

For a considerable time, all the Europeans 4
who stepped upon American grouud, were i
children of the Catholic Church. The name
itself, which the vast extent of country bears,
is that of a Catholic. This is not thecase with 2
the other portions of the world, and in it would 2
seem to lie an augury that America is that part t
of the world in which a grand and most im-
portant future is destined for the Catholic
Church, and this at an epoch when Time is in- a
clining to its end. It is from America that the t
san daily goes down towards the night of Time.

This allusion may to some perhaps sound at I
first only like a poetic fancy; but when we are c
acquainted with the typical or symbolic
character of the harmonious scheme of salva-
tion, and have studied the remarks of the holy I
Fathers on the subject, then this allusion pre- 1
sents to oar mind not only apoetic picture, but I
an earnest, deep and mighty truth.

The human race, from its very cradle in Asia,
has always advanced with a growing distinct- I
ness, and with increasing influence on the fate !
of nations, towards the West. It is still more 1
noticeable that culture, too, civilization and
education, have taken the same course.

It was not the Chinese, the Persians, nor the
Japanese who left to posterity acquisitions in I
science, philosophy, or art in its classic form:
but the Greeks and Romans, who arrived at the
culminating point of purely human civilization.
There is another fact still more remarkable,
and yet bettereslculated to elucidate my asser-
tion. When the Apostles separated to go over
the whole earth,the two principal among them
went to the West.

St. James, too, went westward, accompanied i
by Lazarusne, Martha and Magdalene, whom the
Gospel mentions so often as being honored with
the especial friendship of our Lord.

St. Peter founded in the West the Apostolic
See. There, the Vicar of Christ, the Head of I
the Church, was to have hit throne.

According to the tradition and revelationsof
Saints, the dying gaze of the crucified sariour
was turned towards the West. Towards this
hemisphere Ilis arms were longingly stretched
out, and as he ascended to heaven, he stood
torned towards the West, as the footprints
show which are yet to be seen upon Mount
Olivet.

It was in the West that the Church firsttcok
permanent root, blossomed and brought forth
fruit, until the cross beamed in triumph from
the throne of the Roman Empire. Alter this,
the history of Christianity becomes the history
of Europe as well. And, finally, the country
which Ihee most westerly, Ireland, is the laud
most deeply penetrated by the light and life
ot the holy faith. It forms, as it were, the last
stronaliuk of the chain, carrying the Gospel to
the United1 States.

It ws Catholic missionaries, who here and
all over the two Continents of America, from
Paraguay to the icy regions of the North,
preached the Gospel to the native Indian tribes.
SBesides this, the first ,aartyrs who reddened
with their blood the soil of America, and
especially of the United States, were Catholics.
Read the aooount t4at]Bantrift gives to his

countrymen of the hardships that, it coast the
first missionaries to lay in this land the founda-
tion atone of the true faith, and yet he speaks
but very courorily of their labors 'and en-
durance. Hence, if there exists a Church
which has a claim on American ground, it is
the Catholic Church, as it was abhe that first
took possession of it, and as it was Catholic
blood, as I esid, which moistened the fields of
evangelscal labors in thisillnustrious part of the
world.

It was not until later years that the preachers
of the different sects came ; but they never soc-
ceeded in convertingoneludian tribe toCbrist-
ianity. What Tertullian said, 1.700 years ago,
of the sectarians at his time, became true of
them also: "-Perverting they suderetaad, but not
conserting." They were able to hinder the Ca-
tholto Churoh in her labors, and to make of bad
Catholics still worse Protestants, but they did
not understand how to convert-the beabthe.
Who can tell what would have been the suceess
of the Catholic Church among the Indians of
the North, had she been allowed to continue
unmolested the work which she had begun ! Let
her to-day labor in peaoe, and give her the as-
sistance which is given to other preachers, and
she will soon victoriously fisish her work.

With the seed of faith, these first Catholic
missionaries earried also the seed of oivilira-tion; and as far as European Christian oivil-
isation is concerned, no one..acquainted with
the history of nations will dare to deny that
the Catholic Churoh transformed the wild
hordes that, after the downfall of the Roman
Empire, overwhelmed Europe, into Christian
nations, and thus, by educating them for so-
ciety, laid the first stone of modern civilization.
This fact is denied neither by Monteequieu nor
by Voltaire, and none of our present " combat-
ants for culture" are able to gainsay it.

What would England, France, and espeolally
Germany, be at the present day if the Catholic
Church had not exercised her blessed influence
upon their social education ! Most probably
they would still be wildernesses, and their in-
habitants perhaps not much better than the ln-
diass in the forests behind the Rocky Moun-
tains. Even at your Centennial exhibition, do
not the displays. of the Catholic nations-
France, Italy, Spain, and even Brazil, in works
of industry and art favorably compare with
those of the Protestant nations, and in same
departments decidedly surpass them t

The United States of America is the land
which, in later times, has understood how to
make the most practical use of the acquisitions
of modern civilization for the promotion of
material purposes, and for the ,temporal wel-
fare of its inhabitants; it has besides given to
its citizens the blessing of social freedom.
What she needs is that the material progress of
her people may serve them as means to attain
salvation, and to extend the kingdom of the
Lord; and further, that the social freedom, in
which the United States so deservedly glory,
be truly what it pretends to be, and not based
upon a false foundation.

Christ says: " If the Son frees you, you are
truly free." This, however, can be done only
through the ininence of the true Church of
Christ, which is called Catholio, upon which
Christ bestowed the Word of Life and the
means of salvation, to loosen the chains of error
and the slavery of sin.

Were the Church to succeed, and the United
States to become a Catholio country, in the true
sense of the term, then would this become a
land in which, as in a mirror, the nations of Eu-
rope and the whole earth might see how happy,
even in regard to temporal affairs, the Church
can make a people when they, as children of
one God and of one mother Church, live in
brotherly love and harmony, regarding the
events of human life in the light of faith, and
always following the voice of their conscience
and of the Churob, as their teacher, to guard
them and to lead them in the way of virtue.

Hence, a highly esteemed paper, which ap-
peared in Rome, hesitated not to say that the
Church, that Rome, looked upon no land under
the sun with more sympathy than upon the
United States of Aeerica, desiring that thelight
of the true faith might enlighten them.

And why should not this be so in truth 1 Our
I hope, in regard to it, seems to gain strength
when we look at the character of the greater
number of the citizens of the United States of
SAnglo American descent. The question is not
as to the opinion of fanatical men or their
preachers, but the question rests solely upop
the character of the American as such. The
American esteems the Catholic Church in his
heart; he acknowledges her corservative ele-
ments, and is curious to become acquainted
with her doctrines. He esteems especially the
clergy of theCatholio Church, and if he becomes
a Catholic, he is generally a Catholic of sterling
worth.

I have had, as missionary, opportunities of
beeoming acquainted with this fact. If I am
asked the reason why this is so. I answer: Be-
cause the qualities which make the American
a loyal citizen of the United States will, when
united with the religious element, be just those
which characterize the Catholic as a true son
of the Holy Church. The qualities of the
American character are : decision, energy, un-
wearied striving after an appointed aim, great
enterprise and self-denial, combined with bene-
volence and readiness to acknowledge merit.
Are these not precisely the characteristice of a
zealous Catholic ! The American sees that in
the Church the way is open to every one to
raise himself from the most humble grade in
society to the glory even of the Papal throne,
as in the United States every citizen can aspire
to the Presidency.
Ile sees with satisfaction that, long before

political parliaments, the Church in her Coun-
oils always had entire liberty of speeoh.

The celebrated Father Bjrke, who had be-
come well acquainted with America and with
r the American character, hesit-atrd not to, say

to his countrymen on his return to Aroland,
I that he hoped he would not lou•e ;lis eyes beforc tU1

conrersion of the United Stakes to the Gatkolia
faith. But he has reason to hope this only on
the fulfilment of one condition, which is, thats every child of the Catholic Church in the land,
i both priest and layman, shall work for this

I purpose to the best of his ability and with
united zeal and power.s This latter remark leads to the second ques-
i tion which I propose to discuss to-day, namely :

" In what special relation do the Catholics of
America stand to the Church '" A parallel
may here be justly drawn between the conver-
sion of the Roman Empire and the endeavor to
- onvert the United States.

It was not the bishops and priests alone who
Sconverted the Roman Empire to Christiaii'y,

for bishops and priests were compelled to live
I in seclusion on account of the persecutions that
Sraged especially against the clergy. They
Swere at that time less engaged in converting

the heathen than in taking care of the faith-
e fol and administering to them the means of

f salvation. Bat every layman among the
Christians during the first centuries was a

f missionary, an apostle in his station and

r sphere, and Peter had good reason to call the
s Christians of that period a priestly people.d Such men, truly apostolic Catholic laymen,

d America needs in our day to secure the triumph
s of the Church.
t The question may now arise, in what man-

ner is this work to be begon I Is a laJuan to
k exercise the anostolic ofti-es of the Cbprch in
h ber sanctuary I Suorely not I On the contrary,

n nowhere is tihe line ii,,se si•.rply drawn be-
a, tween priests and layini, t1i:z: in the Catholic

y Church. But there tre zlonn s enough left,y which while lying bey-nd ti. st,'ere which is
4 destined for Priests alo:e-. e.t exercise a mnost
fe powerful intlltrce ofn, :c conversion of in-
It fidels and h,-trl -, a:, nill as the progress of
to the true Chpr.-:. 'l'l:re is, besides thee Word

which is preache:d with apostolic authority,
d unit whir- iuncludes the distribution of the

i holy Sacraments, also an apostolate accessible
b, to laymen. The apostolate of good example;

a. the apostolate of instruction; the apostolate
d of the press: the apostolate of social life, and

id foally, the apoetolate of prayer.
i. I say, firstly there is an apostolate of good

is example, seoording to the admonition of Christ.

"Let your light so shine before men that they
may see your good works and glorify your
Father who is in heaven..' The force of good
example we see by oasting a glanoe at the be-
havior of the confee ors in the early times of
Christianity. Pliny and other profane writers
of that period testify how greatly the heathens
were astonished at beholding the pure life of
the first Christians. " What religion must that
be," they said, "tbat endows men with strength
to live so perfect a life, in the practice of the
most noble virtues !" They examined and be-
lieved.

Gentlemen, let the millions who call them-
selves Catholics in America really live a Cath-
olio life, and the people of this country will
soon open their eyes and recognise the troth of
the Catholic faith. Especially would that be
the ease if all the Catholics lived so pure and
virtuoos a life in the midst of the corrupt
morals which in these days overwhelm the
world and make such terrible development
here in America.

I say, seoondly,'there is an apostolate of in-
srecti• s open to laymen. Proof of this may
again be found among the early Christians
The martyrs give evidence of this, and still
more the sermons of the holy Fathers, who ad-
dress the people as if all of them were educated
theologians. So informed ought every Catholic
in America to be that he might be able, every-
where and to every one,publioly and privately
to give testimony of his faith; but how few
are really able to do this, and yet it ought to
be easier now than in the earlier days of Chris-
tianity, by reason of the aid to be derived from
the many books of instrnetion written for this
purpose. Did every household possess these,
and were they frequently read in the family
circle a people thoroughly instructed, strong
and immovablein their faith would grow up.

There is, thirdly, an apostolate of the press.
We read in the latest accounts from Europe
that an association is formed there unner the
name of "Apostelate of the Press," which the
Holy Father has approved and warmly recom-
mended. This is saying much in its favor, but
not too moch, when we consider the influence
which, acoording to experience, the press exer-
cises over the minds and actions of men, parti-
cularly in this country. This apostolate of
the press should make it a duty to distribute
suitable controversial and instructive books
among the non-Catholics. A person who reads
alone, with his mind concentrated on the book
in his hand, has far better opportunities of be-
coming convinced of the truth of what he reads
than one who hears parts of it disonesed.

Wonld to God that we Catholice did for the
dissemination of the true faith only the tenth
part of what the Protestants do to combat the
truth and to spread error, by the distribution
of books and tracts.

Protestants send their corporters through
city and country, and throw heretical books
and tracts fullof aspersions and calumnies into
every house, while we rarely find a Catholic
family that possesses even a small select family
library. 8till morerarely do we find Cathodttto
who think of distributing such books among
those of another belief. Protestants spend
millions for this purpose. If we Catholics
labored with the same energy, how great and
beneficial would be the lifluence which we
should exercise for the welfare of the Church
and for the salvation of souls! For, thanks
be to God, there is no police here commanded
by Bismarck. to conflscate and destroy such
books and pamphlets,

Besides this Apostolate of the Press, by
means of books, there is also another, not less
important, through the daily newspapers.
How energetically in this regard do Protestants
and enemies of the Holy Church make use of
the press, in order to poison pubilo opinion by
their journals and illustrated papers against
the Catholic Church and her servantsel Catbo
lies ought in like manner to be provided with
Catholic daily papers to further the welfare of
the Chnroh. This is the case hebre in Philadel-
pbia, in New York and in Sc. Louis; but how
little is all this compared with the efforts and
labors of Protestants, of secret societies and
political parties. 8how me one city where
there are as many Freemasons living together
as there are Catholics in Philadelphia, and you
will ficd that they have not one daily paper,
but five orsix, or even ten. Where ten, twenty,
forty thousand Catholics reside in one city,
there should certainly be at least one leading
Catholic daily paper, but unfortunately even
in Cincinnati, with its 100,000 German Catho-
lies, there is not one daily newspaper of a de
cidedly Catholic cbaracter! And even the
papers of New York, Philadelphia and St.
Loni, eoxcellently edited as they are, find it
difficult to keep up their publication. The
Irish part of the Catholic population, through-
out the extent of the United States, "has no
Catholic daily paper, not even in New York I
How can this be accounted fort Only by the
words of Christ, when lie said: "The chitdrei
of darkness are wiser in their generation than
the children of light." We Catholics do not
act as we should, for we even support the pub-
lications of our enemies. I'his ought to and
must be changed.

I count, fourthly, as a means of conversion
which may be succeesfully used by the laity,
the apostolate of social life. Laymen can make
better and more effectual use of this than the
priests, because, living in the world, they have
greater opportunities to come in contact with
others, either through businees or through
family connections. Numberless occasions are
afforded them to win the hearts of non-Catho-
lics to the truth of the holy faith, and benoe
to the Church of Christ, by being kind and
obliging to them, and rendering them useful
services.

I mention, finally, the apostolate of prayer.
All the Catho•ic, of America u',onld daily unite
tuein • tervJt prayers, and oif.r them to the
Lord for the conversion of the Upired States;
for faith is, after all, bestowed upon us only by
grace, and the means to obtain grace is prayfdr.
'the great obstacle which bah until now para-
lyzed the efforts of these different kinds of lay
apostolate is the wide-spread political prejudice
of America that the Catholic Church, by its
nature, is opposed to Republican institutions,
therefore, before all things, let us endeavor to
make it clear to the Americans that their Re
public will never have anything to fear from
the Catholic Church. Would that it was in
my power, from the steps of the Capitol at
Washington, to address the President, Con-
groeus, and indeed the entire people of the United
States. How many an honest American's eyes
would be opened when he would perceive how

preat has been his mistake in regarding the
Catholic Church of America as a dangeroeus
social element. I would ask: Americans, when
did the Catholic Church ever say a word against
the Constitution and the Republican form ot
government, or complain against it On the
contrary, Gregory XVI., and after hint Pins IX,
have both repeatedly said: "'1 arn I'opre only at
Iome and in Ikhe United Statles"

Yes, at this moment Plus Is not so unmolested
as Pope in Rome as he is in the l'iited States.
In recognitlon of this fact, the Holy Father
has given a Cardinal to this country; and by
that act he htl placed the young RIepublil by
the side of the ancient monarchical powers of
Europe. Americana! you have telt thesigniti-
cance of this recognition on the part of the
Holy see. Plus, by it, declares that your Re-
publican iistitutions do not at all conflict with
the principlies and aimns of the Ca, lolic Church.
On the other hand, ask history. Who has done
more harm to the Churcth, atod wounded her
nmore deeply by arrogarnco, crrlupt nmorals and
cotu of riolitnce thaU kln•,, -l p-rorm and auto-

crats Already (id the holy Church groan
under the tyrauny of thesouns of the Uirst Chris-
t an Etmperor Constantine. Iloly \Vrit also prt,-
L phetically complains that kinis, and princus,

and potenltatrs, hare united agailt theI Lord. At
this very hour in which 1 speak, in these her
days of trial and persecuntion, the Church does
Snot look to emperors and kings-for they are

her greatest oppreeeors. 8he looks towards
I two Repoblics- France and the United States
of America! From the frat she expects pro-
I tection; from the second an syvlom.

But regarding this question in another point

of view, and entirely by itself: Why should
not the Church agree as well with a Republi-
can as with a monarchical form of government t
San Marino and Venice are the oldest Repub-
lies, and existed even in Italy before any one
dreamed of the Freuch Republic or that of the
United States.

What has the Church to do with purely poli-
tical and worldly fornm of government, if they
only reoognis- her rights asaChorch, and coon-
cede to her what she in justice can ask, with
all other religious institutions in a free coun-
try 1 Americans ! it is not your protection, it
is not your money, that the Chnreh requests of
you: It is free light, free air, a free country-
religious freedom in the the full sense of the
term, as yon promised to her one hundred years
ago in your Declaration of Independence.

Let her live and labor in her element for the
work of salvation among you, and she will be
the frat to pronounce an anathema against
thoee who dare to attack your republican ln-
stitutions and change them into a monarchy.
Let the party which now guides the Ship of
State, and which calls itself Republioan, make
this day a platform for the approaching elec-
tion and msay : " Catholios, you are on the field
of your religions movements, as free as the
Constitution of the United States has assured
you you should be; and this freedom we will
guard with the whole power of the Govern-
ment. So long as you are loyal oitizens of tbh
Republio. so long we will protect you, and not
a hair of your head shall be touched. We, as
free Americans, do not belong to the hordes
commanded by Bismarok, nor do we cower and
eroudh before the despot of Prussia. Let them
drive bishops and priests and none from Ger-
many : there is a place and work for them to
America. They may all come over to us; they
wUl find here a free country, free speech, a free
press, freedom in exercising their religious
duties, and no other secret police than their
own conscience."

Let them say this, and neither the Church
nor her servants, the priests, will say one word
to prevent every Catholic vote from being cast
for the Republican ticket. I myself might use
my privilege to do so, for I too am a citizen of
the United States. St. Paul on one occasion
greatly emphasized the words: Ciris Romanss
surm! And it may be my lot to proclaim to the
persa c tors of priests: " Civis AMatRICANUB
SITM "

I am an American citizen Jr st as much as any
oher.

Allow me to relate to you on this occasion
what happened to ma in Cincinnati, when I
took my oath of allegiance. I went into the
new Court housi, and the Judge directed the
clerk to administer the oath to me. Turning
towards me, the clerk asked if I would takean
oath to be'a loyal citizen of the United Statee.
I aniled and said: "Sir, I do not perhaps quite
clearly understand what you mean by a loyal
oltizen of the United States. But one thing I
may declare under oath, I will he as good an
American cit.iz.n as you are. Will that dot"
The clerk laughed and said: "Of course that
will do."

Before concluding this point let me make one
remark more. Citizens of the United States,
celebrating jest now the Centennial of your
Republic, tell me, was it not the sirs of a Cath-
olic nation who shed their blood fighting side
by side with your forefathers in your struggle
for independence, and this against aProtestant
power

And is it not somewhat significant, that there
was no Protestant prince present at the open-
ing of your Centennial, but there was a Catho-
lio to sbow his sympathy, which may Indiscate
to you how silly are your anti-Catholio political
apprehension.

I come now to the third, and at this moment
the most interes'ing question. In what rela-
tion stands the Catholic Central Assooiation,
which you, gentlemen, represent, to the especial
duty which we Catholics have to perform in the
United State s?

Before I answer this, I most, in order not to
be misunderstood, give the following explana-
tion: It is not at all -my wish tosee any thing
changed in the fundamental tendencies of the
Association. The Catholic Central Aseosiation,
as the history of its foundation shows, and as
you, gentlemren know very well, was estab-
lished for the mutual assistance of Catholics
in the United States, especially in the interest
of travellers and emigrants. In this, its fund-
amental principle, the Association stands to
the Catholic Church as endeavoring by its ef-
forts to prevent Catholics from seeking tem-
poral assistance from secret secieties, and
thereby being excommunicated and ceasing to
he Catholics. The temporal assistance which
Catholics give each other does not in itself
bear the sign of Catholioity, for to unite for
mutual temporal assistance mlay be done by
heathens, Turks Jews ants i .testants. These
can anrd indeed freqrently do, u.. tcc'"rnt orf
the greater means at their disposal, much more
than the Catholic Central Association has ever
done, or perhaps ever will be able to do. Ire-
peat that the fundamental object of the asso
ciation is very praiseworthy, and it is far from
me to attempt a modificiation of it; and ex-
rerience has shown that it would he froitless.
Let us therefore leave the Catlholic Central As-
eociition to follow itsorignal purpose auder its
wi-e Constitution.

But it does not follow from this that the As-
sociation, in coc•i leration of its numbers and
moral strength, could not, nor ought not to use
its power t. furthur the direct interest of the
Church, and thus act up to its name, and bhe i
reality what it is regarded in America.

I shall elucidate the above by the following
facts : All the great and powerful institutions
of what we call the " world,' in opposition tio
the kingdom of Christ, not only assist their
merotrers, but also turn their exertions to other
p;rposes, especially to attackiag the Church.
These inslitutions have not without reason a
secret metoou of working. They culminate, as
is we" kn w-n, :'i the order of the Freemasons,
the tendeonoy of which is to substitute for
Christianity the so called reign of humanity.
The order of Freemaeons, with all its alliltated
secret societies, pretends to be nothing but a
onion for mutual assistance, and hundreds of
Freemasons of the lower degrees look upon
it only in this light. But how industriously
aod how effectually the order works towards
the above-named end is sufficiently manifested
by the history of the day.

We need only to turn to Prnssis, Italy, Spain,
and study the workings of the Freemasons and
their sliliated societues to ruin the Church.
L-ok even to the whole globe. Look at Mex-
ico, Braz i, the whole of South America, and
even the ludres.

Freemasons, orignally ars-mbled for mutual
assistance, felt their power. and made nse of it
to combat the Church. liow desirable it is
that a society like the Catholic Central Asso-
ciation, feeling its power, would use it for the

protection and weilare of the Church. Hlow
great a power it ooull wield! I loo.k ouly upon
the delegates who are this day here aseeonbled;
they represent forty tionsandl meno ! were
these forty thousandmlr me all folly co•scious of
their duties as children of the Church, a I have
explained to them, they would be forty thoo-
sand apostolic laymen. And when thaese united
for a purpose, standing in direct crnuoctton
with the welfare of trio Church of America,
mnioved upward like aclosed phalauex, to obtaini
this purpose, what ntuight they not be able to
eftlct I

Iiut how can this be lone in a regular organ-
ized manner, without bordeeuing the Catholic
Central Association with any new duties ?

Lsteu to my plan. The Association should
intorm all the priests and laymen in America
that if any of them had any proposition to
rake, or anything to recommend in the inter-

eat of the Catholie Church nto America, he
could make it known on the occasion of the
annual assemblage of the delegates. I do not
say that the Association should vote its accept-
ance, or take measures for the adoption of the
plan, but by communicating it to the gentlemen
of the delegation the matter might become
known all over America, and the local societies,
in case they found it advisable, waold support
the movement. r ,dggL-

The orator, priest or layman, who, for such a
purpose, w ished to address the Catholic Central
Associstion at its ansnal assemblage should
make his desire known during the year to the
I'reeident, who, with the advice of the com-
mittee, would grant or refuse the request. The
orator. if admitted, should then not only ad-
dress the Central Association at Its annual as-
semblage in regare to hie subj•o t ; hilt he should
also print the proposal and the plan of its ex-
cution in a concise style, and present it to the

gentlemen of the delegation, who, on their re-
tourn home, might give these printed discourses
and the plan suggested to the priests of the dif-
ferent parishes and to the local committee of
the Assoolation. These should further, by
reading them to the meimbers of the local
societies, make them thoroughly acqainted,
with the subjects and the plan of execution,
and prepare the way for practical resolutions
on the subject.

I will mention here only a few of those
points whichb concern the general welfbre of
the Catholic Church In America. They are
among others: The edueation of the Catholic,
as well as of non-Catholic, negroes; the con-
version and instruction of the Indians; the
support of the press in Amsertca-particularly
the daily press; a general distribution of con-
troversial writings and books of religious in-
struction; the maintenance of schools in poor
parishes in the country; and finally, union at
the time of eleotions-not from mere political
motives, but to proteot the Church when her
rights are endangered.

If the Catholio Central Association made use
of its moral power and its strength of numbers
in this manner, its relation towards the Cath-
otto Church in Amerioa would not be only
nominal and subordinate, but imposing and
effective for her welfare, to say nothnlog of its
indirect isefluence on the well being of the
United States.

Let it not be said that similar projects have
already been tried. I reply : etl mtodsu is r-
bau. The essential difference is that the pro-
jects heretofore laid before the Central Asso-
clation were not the same in their working
plan as what I have endeavored to explain.

I maintain still more, and say: Only under
such a condition is the Catholic Central Asso-
oIation in reality what its name implies, and
what the American people regards and con-
siders it. If it exclusively occupies itself with
the mutual assistance of its members in their
temporal affairs, it ought to be called by -its
right name, which would be not the Catholio
Central Association, but the " Central Beners
feat Association for Catholics." But, in the
eyes of those citizens of the United States who
are not Catholics. this Assoolation has been
what its name implies, and for this reason they
regard it with respect as a Catholic power,
while the enemies of the Church may hare
looked on it not without some sort of anxiety
and fear.

We know the feelings of the New York Steacl
Zeitung on the new constitution which was pro-
posed last year at Cincinnati. Ifit had been
suppesed that there was qaestion only of char-
ity for traveling or emigrating Catholics, the
Staats Zeitusg would most probably have taken
no notice of the proceedings, and in all Amer-
ias not a crow of rooster would have been heard
from the adversaries of the Church against
such a benevolent association.

No! leave to the Catholic Central Association
the name which it providentially took, and let
it, without abandoning its original object, go
onward in the manner I have indicated.

This admonition receives an especial empha-
sis from the celebration of the Centennial of
the United States. Advancing in this manner,
the Catholic Central Association would con-
tribute not a little towards uniting the United
States with the Catholic Cbnrcb. especially If,
enoouraged by the example, the English speak-
ing Catholics organized themselves in similar
so ieties.

United and joined to the one true Church,
the United States would be, in the strictest
senseof theterm, "united," without the present
internal divisions between the various soots.
The United States, still so strong, notwith-
staning its many different religions, would
soon raise Itself to an eminence, a power to
which there would be nothing equal upon
earth. This union with the only true Church,
because free from the pressure of despotism,
would secure the perpetuity of the United
States until the end of time.

If this took place I would, without hesita-
tion, apply to the Catholio United States the
well-known prophesy : "Astra riot is orbe
ultima "-" Austria sbhall be the last power on
earth "-- d say : " Amerfia rit in orbs ultiia."

Catholio America! thou shalt remain un-
shaken, the last empire on earth. The founda-
tion of thy Republic shanll not give way until
that of the world ilself shall melt away. when
thou shalt celebrate thy last Centennial with
the forever victorton* and irunnmphant Church,
on the eve of time, in tile morning light of ap-
tro,achin eter,itev

MIS'ELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS.

KILLEEN & ALLEN,

I1:O.N FOUN)DEi0S,
Corner Magrnlia and Erato Streeta,

Nhw Outs.tANS.

Manufactnrers of evory varlety of Ornamental and

Machinery Castingi, Sugar Kettles, Furnace Mouths,

and Orate Bars. Curv, a, tFrgn, etc.. for Rallroads,

Store Fronts, Columrn , Saul Weights and Ventilators.

Dry 8and and Loam Castings a spectatty.

Alt rork one at Northern prices. ..4 7T; ly

J H. KELLER,
MANUFAC7TUBE OF

Offic Na ,
00 GBAvIca UJ

ALL KINDS OF LAUNI)RV AND TOILET SOAP.
n.y)l 76 ly

DEATH
TOt

BUGS AND ROACIIES.

PROF. A. COOK'S

CELEIBRATED MAGNETIC

BUG AND ROACH EXTERMINATOR.

This preparation is approve- by a loard of Chemists

as the .tly reliablre cr an for the destruction of those

pests. It not only kil a thl I;vng bugs but at destroys

the eggs, and prevents their retorn as long as the wood

Iacts. One trial will be .iuhclent. Guaranteed to prove

effectual. DI)rections on label.

Price, Fifty Cents Per Bottle.
P. J. III:SSEY, SoL.s AGeNT,

UkIOT :

'2 ............ Baronne Street ............ 27
Corner of St. Joeph.

Sold ,y all D)ruggist.. mv7 enm

J LINCOLN

REMOVES ALL KINDS OF BUILDINGS,
Ofoe, 119 Robin entrast

All oomnnaloatHt should be addressed to Do 10,
Meohalses' and Trader.' Zehaage, under St. Charles
HoWel. New Orleans.

(iaoaaiyF endets wmraaptl.aM 4 ho. mrhb :f

HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS.

Re alectlily iatf.rmn his friends and the publie tha at
his new store,

1.4 ............ Camp Street ............. 1•
He has a fresh and well.selested aeortment of

BUILDERS' and GENERAL HARDWARE
Carpenters' Tools. (rates. .t1os and Bam Imish

log floods ( f all kinds.
He Is bettor propred than oever before to do CNer.

To oand Sheet Iron Workt, and will furnishmi lmaee
to inuillers and others, and guaranteese esde.Im
to all. Je.. Jt iBy

JOHN FROIINHISER,

OABINET MACER
AND

DEALER IN FURNITURB,
UPHOLSTERING AND REPAIRING PROIMPLY

ATTENDED TO.
190.............Rmpat Street ...........- 1Nwear Lafyetoe.

Cepp oas hand an ssrtment of Neow sad esad.
and Fnrulture. Fuornnltro Repaired and VameMed.
Carpentering and Jobbng proaptly atterded t.

FURNITURE.

H. UTHOFF,'
DHALEa II

FUBNI TURE AND MATTBBE.BE, '
155.............Camp Street.........1...I

Tb. nadersiged he a large stob of rma ee
whiho he will dispose of at price that will defyeumpe.
tioe. Give me a call ad se for orseslvnes

Farlntre taks ono Storage. Repaite made at lowe• t
ris. AlUl Frnltlur sod Bedding pt Ia pm•Oe.

aIr and delivered tI order. Moving. Pokh gSote. Ia
foll done at tebo LOWIEST PHOittoLU P3 . n
applicalon to HENRY UTHFF.P,

•y•T 76 ly 155 Camp street.

E 8TAI.BL&HED 1-57.

G. PITARD,
IMmlOOTh AND DUALNB IN

HARDWARE, GRATEB,
PAINTS, OILS, VARNISH. WINDOW OLAM,

WALL PAPER, ETC.,

221 and 223......Canal Street......291 and US
Between Rampart and Basi streets,

apti 6a . . w oaW . LSAs.

W
M . 

B. RINGROSE,
FURNITURE DEALER,

172............... Camp Street............. 12T
Now occupies the large and nsactona store 1 Camp

stroeet. between Girod and Jolla, Just above t. Pstrlk s
OChurch for the purpose of T

A
KING Ut.xlT•.NT

ON STORAIE at the lowest rstae
FURNITU•E REMOVEI). BOUGHT. SOLD AUD

EY•HANGEOD.
All kinds of Upholstering and VarnTshlng done with

dsptch, anrod Mattreses of all kinds maode to order.
Ever) thing at lowest ries. and all work guaraneed.
Country ordere solnited and promptly attendod to.
Call and eamn before porobasig elsewhere.

ap9t7 ly

TO THE PUBLIC.

JOHN BOIS,
FURNITURE DEALER,

152..............Camp Street............154
Now occupies the stores INI and tid COmp stree, e

the purpose of taking FURNITUIRE ON STOAG•E
at the oheapest rates.
LOANS MADE AND SECURED ON FPUNITUI

B rOREDI
He will also continue to BUY. RELL. REPAIR. R-

MOVE, PACK and SHIP FURNITURE. with gW-
tee, at

fel3 70 ly Nos. 15 and 154 Camp Street.

A. BROUSSE&U & SON,
17............. Charre Street ........... 11

New Orleans, La.,
IMPORTER AND DEALER IN

OARPETINGS,
LOOR OIL-CLOTHS, OHINA AND COCOA MAT-
TING, TABLE AND PIANO COVERS. WINDOW

SHADES, CRUMB CLOTHS, RUGS, MATS, CAR.
RIAGE. TABLE AND ENAMEL OILObOLOTH

WHOL4BA LM AD ZDEAfl,
OURTAIN MATERIALS,

Lace. Reps, Damasks. Cornales. Bands. Plas, lages
Loops and Tases,

Hair Cloth, Plush, Bed Ticking and Spring
BURLAPS. by the Bale and Plieo. eetl TSly

CARPET AND OIL-CLOTH WAREHOU3I.
Just receoved, late patterns of

OARtPETS,
In VELVET,

BRUSSELS.
THREE-PLY

and INGRAIN.
CORNICES. WINDOW SHADES, LACE CURTAINS.

OANTON MATTINU( sod OIL-CLOTH,
of latest style, at

ELKIN & CO.'S,
11i..............Canal Street..... _..... .1l

roil 75 ly

F lRNITURE................. FURNITURE

HUGH FLYNN,

167 and 169.....Poydras Street..... 1i7 and 10.

Is now reelring a LARGE STOCK OF NEW
FURNITURE. of all des:ription and qualities, sant.
able for housekeeping. and will sell it at prloseas law
as sny other boune in the city.

Parties about purchasing Furniture will find it to
their advantage to all and see for themselves belere
porchasing elsewhore oe81 IF

- ISCELLANEOUS.

HOLD THE MIRROR UP TO NATURE.

Life-Like Pictures at Reduced Prices.

J. H. KAMMER,
UPPIR OITY PHOTOGRAPH OALLZRY,

572........--. Magazine Street ....... 572
Opposte Mageslao Market.

Beautifully fnibhed (lARTES DE VISITESlat
per di.enrs EM BKANDTh and COPYING a specialty.

All work inaished neatly. CaU and see the styles.
J. 1. KAMMIER, Artist Phtorapher,

571 Magaline eLta*. o peate Magan•tl Market.

NEW ORLEANS MACHINERY DEPOT,

166 Gravier and 17 Union Street,
SEW OL5A55.

CIIHAS. G. JOHNSEN, C. B. CIIURCHILL,
Proprietor. Manager.

CONSULTING ENGINEERS,
Will furnlimh Estlmates and Plan and contract for te

Construction and Erection o ni l indd of Ma.,
chinery and Iron Work. Manlfacturersof

COTTON PRESSES AN.VD COTTON GINS.
Manufacturers' Agent for

BLAKEBr'S STEAM PUMPS.

41IAPLEY STEAM ENGINES,
STRAUR' CORNt AND WHEAT MILLS.

SEW YORK RUBBIER CO.' BELTING,
HOS• AND PACKING.

A large stock always on bhand. which we will supply
to the trade at manufacturers' price.

Also Agente for the
READING IRON WORKR.

A full supply ot their Pipes nd lcitlrr Toubes in Store.
Dealerse in PIPE IIr'llNOS. IBRAIi ()OOD138

MACHINISTS' and ENGINEEILS SUPPLIES.
Bend for IllustLated Catalogue and Price List.

noll :5 ly

OUR GRAIIAM ISISCUITi,

SO HYOIENIC DURING THE SUMMER MONTH/,

can be had from the Pllncipal Grocers, and at oar

Depot,. CORNER COMMON AND TCIIHOUPITOUA

BAUMOARDEN & LANGLES,
Preprsetre sae emtal Bakeary

jet0 'l il Sea.567, 9 7 M. STad etIe 3gDla.


