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The following able and instructive ad-

conntrymen of the hardshipa that it cost the
first missionaries to lay in this land the founda-
tion stone of the troe faith, and yet he speaks
Lat very cordorily of their laborg “and en
dorance. Henoe, if there existsa a Chorch
which has a claim on Awmeriean groand, it is
the Catholic Cburch, 88 it was she thar firsc
took possession of it, and ae it was Catholic
blood, as I asid, which moistaned the tields of
evangelical labors in thisillustrions part of the
world.

It was not until later yeara that the preachers
of the different gects came ; bat they never sooc-
ceeded in convertingone ludian tribe to Christ-
iapity, What Tertullian ssid, 1.700 years ago,
of the sectariana of hia time, became troe of
them slao: * Perverting they understand, but not
converting.” They wers abie to binder the Ca-
tholie Coarch in herlabors, and to make of bad
Catholica still worse Protestants, but they did
not understand how to convert—the heathef.
Who can tell what wonld have bean the snocess
of the Catholic Chnroh among the Indians of
the .Nlort.h, had she been allowed to continoe

drees was delivered before the con-
vention of tbe delegates of the Catholic
Central Association, who met in Philadel-
his on Whit-Monday, Jone 5. As the
seleptnu are Germaons, the epeaker meed

aa

d the work whichshe bad begun 1 Let
her to-day labor in pesce, and give ber the aa-
sistance which ia given to other Eramhm. and
she will soon victorionsly fisieh her work.
With the seed of faith, these firat Cathoiic
Lesi ies earried nlso the seed of civiliza.

their language; but, as the
Centennisl one, ning the Ca
the entire United States, it has been trans-
lated into Epglieh, and we have great
pleasure in laying it before our readers :

Genilemen of the Cathelie Central Assoclation—
T% is mow twenty-one years since the Catholic
o el i e ;e

ia a
holics of

tral don F for
s General Conf My tion ss mis-
slomary hsa hitherto alwaya ied me else-
where. Th of the Centennial of

L]

the Independence of the United Btates of
Amerios is, bowever, en event which has de-
cided me to yield to the gratifying invitation
of yoor Execntive Committes, to be with yon

on the ent oconsion.
The Independence of the United Biatea has a
tand importantsigoificance for the Church
zn general, but sspecislly for os Cathelics, who
»

wggug?t and t’ou‘nsl here & new home.

ita g t, the great bisto-
rical event which the United Btates now cele-
brates has an iwportant one to mysalf.

It has been my lot to pass one-half of my life
in Europe, mostly in universities, lycenms and
oolleges. occupied in iostroction. lo later
years, however, [ turped my attention fo the

issi B urrog of barea , which
dominates aoross the Atlantic, is well known ;
and I felt myself frequently boond band snd
foot in my movemente, by its constraint. I
longed for aland where, free as an esgle, I
could soar wherever my aonl desired, in order
to promote the kingdom of God. This land I
found. It was Americal

1 felt in Eorops, to illustrate my thooght,
like one embarked on & shallow yet rapid
stream ; even in danger of being driven back
by the power of & contrary carrent. [ longed
to ind a deeper, a more favorable chaonel, I
desired to bear the sigoal ery : * No bottom!”
Thie depth I found, here in America!

On this occean I have now sailed far
twenty-eight years—almost a third of the
period of American Independence, Heonee it
ssemed to me thet, smong forsigoers, I waa an-
titled to be present hers doring the Cantennial
oelebration, and to celebrate in yoor midat this |
important ¢poch. [ thoogbt that my words
would have s wider effeet vo snch ao cecasion,
and I trost it will be so if yono listen with at-
tention sod eympathy to what I bave to say to
yom, or rather te all the Catholice of the
eonntry.

I want to Jead yoor thonghts to the answers
to the following questions :

First. In what special relation does the
Chureh stand tv Ameriea ¥

Second. In what special relation de we Ca-
thelics in America stand to the Chureh T

Third. What is the spesial position and task
of l!;a Catholie Central Associstion in regard 1o
this

1t is not withont & purpose that I emphasize
the word: ln what special relation does the
Cstholic Chureh stand to America; for in

general relations America sod all other coon-
tries stand alike.

Christsent His Apostleg over the whale world
to preach His Gospel to the fartheat bonndaries
of the earth, Throogh them and their succes-
sofs wes the word of salvation to be made
known to all people. Mo soouer was the ex-
treme northern portion of America discovercd
and inhabited than the Mother Church toroed
her eyes upon it. The proofs of this are the
ohorohes aod the Epi 1 Bee of Gr land
whose foundations date far back towsrds the
earlisst centoriesof Christianity. And noscoper
had theary of "LaxD!” resonnded from the maat-
hesd of the ship of Colnwbns, than that great
hero, the first Enropean who placed foot npon
the American shores of the New World, raised
the Croes with his own band ; and the Chureh
by her missionaries, epread the kingdom of
Christ on the soil of the newly discovered con-
tinent.

Yur a considerable time, all the Enropesus
who stepped opon American ground, were
children of the Catbolic Cburch. The name
itgelf, whioh the vast exteut of country bears,
is that of a Catholia. This ia not thacase with
the other portions of the world, and s it would
seem to lie an apgury that America is that part
of the world in whick & graod and most im-
portant foture ie destined for the Catholie
Clurch, and this at an epoch when Time is in-
clining to ite end, It is from America that the
sen daily goes down towards the night of Time.

This allusion may to some perhaps sound at
firat only like & poetic fancy ; bot when we are
aoquainted with the typical or symbolic

h ter of the har i h of aalve-
tion, and bave studied the remarks of the holy
Fathers on the snbject, then thie allusion pre-
sents to our mind Dot ooly & poetie pictare, bt
an earnest, deep and mighty truth.

The haman race, from its very oradls in Asia,
has always advanced with a growing distiner-
nees, and With increasing ivfluence on the fate
of natiope, towards the West., It is still more
notigeabls that colture, too, civilization and
ednestion, have taken the same counrse.

It was not the Chiness, the Persisus, por the
Japanese who laft to posterity acquisitions in
science, philosophy, or art in ite classic form:
bot the Greeks and Romana, who arrived at the
cnlminating point of porely huwan civilization,
Thers ia another fact still more remarkable,
and yet better ealculated to efocidate my asser-
tion. When the Apostles separated to go over
the whole earth, the two principal among them
went to the Weat. .

8t. James, too, went westward, accompanied
by Luzaros, Martba and Magdalene, whom the
Gospel mentions so often &8 being honored with
1ke espegial friendship of onre Lord.

8t, Peter founded in the West tha Apostolic
Ses. Thers, the Vicar of Christ, the Head of
the Church, waa to have hid throne, .

According to the tradition and revelationsof
Snints, the dying gaze of the crocified Baviour
was turned towards the Weat, Towards this
hemisphere [is arms were longingly stretohed
oot, and ns he ascended to heaven, he stood
toroed towards the West, as the footpriots
show which are yet to be seen vpon Moant
Olivet.

It was in the Weat that tha Church first taok
permanent ruot, blossomed nod bronght forth
fruit, until the cross beamed in trinomph from
the throne of the loman Ewmpire. Atter this,
the bistory of Chriatianity becomes the history
ef Enrope as well. And, finally, the country
which lies most weaterly, lreland, i the laud

maost deeply penetrated by the light and life
of the holy faith., It forms, as it wers, the Jasg
Birong Lok of the chain, carrying the Gospel to
the United States.
t way Catholic missionaries, who bere and

All over the two Contineots of America, from

Paragnay to the oy regions of the North,

Preached the Gospel to the native Indisn tribes.
+  Besides this, the frst martyrs who reddened

with their blood the soil of America, and
especially of the United Btates, were Catholics.

EHead tho account that Bancroft givesto bis

:snme of the term, then would this

tion; aod as faras Enropean Christian civil-
ization is cencerned, no one scquainted with
the history of natiops will dare to deoy that
the Catholie Cburch trapsformed the wild
hordes that, after the downfall of the Roman
Empire, overwhelmed Enrope, into Christian
nations, and thus, by edocating them for so-
ciety, Iaid the firat atone of modern civilization.
This fact is denied neither by Montesquien nor
by Voltaire, and none of onr p oy bat

“Let youor light so sbine before men that they
may ses yoor good works and glorify your
Fatber who is in heaven..’ The fores of good
rXample we see by oasting a glavcs at the be-
havior of the coufes ore in the early times of
Christianity  Pliny and other profane writers
uf rhat period teatify how greatly the beathoens
were astonished at beholding 1he purs life of
the firat Christians. ** What religion t that
be,” they said, “that endows men with strength
to live so perfect a life, in the practice of the
most noble virtnea ! They examined and be-
lisved.

Gentlemen, let the millions who call them-
selves Catbolios in Awerica really live a Cath-
olic life, and the people of this conntry will
aoon open thair eyea pnd recognize the trath of
the Catbolic faith. Especially woold tbat be
the ease if all the Catholics lived so pure and
virtnons & life in the midet of the corropt
morals which in these days overwhelm the
world and make soch terrible development
herein Americs.

I eny, secondly, there is an apostolate of in-
shruction open to laymen. Proof of this may
again be fonnd among the early Christians

he martyrs give evidence of this, and still
more the sermons of the holy Fathers, who ad-
dress the people ss if all of them were edncated
theologisne. 8o informed onght every Catholie
in America to be that he might be aule, every-
where and tn every one, pablicly snd privately
to give teatimony of ke faith; bot how few
are really sble to do this, and yet it onght to
be easier now than in the earlier days of Chris-
tianity, by reason of the aid to be derived from
tha many books of inatroction writteo for this
parpose. Did every household possess thess,
sud were they fregunently read in the family

anta for enltnre' are able to gaineay it.

‘What woold Eogland, Franes, aod especially
Germany, be at the present day if the Catholic
Church had oot exercised her bl d infl

circle a people thoroughly instructed, strong
and immovablein their laith wonld grow np.
There is, thirdly, so apostolate of the press.
Wa read in the latest acconnta from Earope
that an iati is formed there nnder the

upon their social edocation ¥ Most probably
they wonld still be wildernesses, and pheir in-
babitants perbaps not moch better than the In-
diara in the forests bebind the Rooky Moun-
taips. Even at yoor Centennial exhibition, de
not the displays. of the Catholic Dations—
Franoe, Italy, Spain, and even Brasil, in works
of industry and arc favorably compare with
those of the Protestant nations, and in asme
depsrtments decidedly surpass them 7

The United Statsa of America is the land
which, in later times, has underatood how to
make tha most practical use of the sequisitions
of modern civiization for the promotion of
material porposes, and for the temporal wel-
fare of ita inhabitante; it has besides given to
ita citizens the bLlessing of social freedom.
What she needs is that the material progress of
her people may serve them as meana to sttain
salvation, and to extend the kingdom of the
Lord; and forther, that the social freedom, in
which the United Bistes so deservedly glory,
be troly what it pretends to be, and not paged
upon a false fonndation.

Chriat says : * If the Bon frees yoo, you are
truly free.” This, however, can be doune only
throogh the inflaepce of the true Choreh of
Chriss, which is called Catholie, npon which
Christ bestowed the Word of Life aod the

name of " dpostelate of the Press,” which the
Holy Father has approved aud warmly recom-
mended. Thisis sayiong much in ita favor, but
not too mach, when we conaider the inflnence
which, sccording to experiencs, the press exer-
cises over the minds and actions of men, parti-
cularly in this ecuuntry, This spostolate of

the press ghould make if & duty to distribnte

snitable controversial and instractive books
among the non-Catholics, A person who reads
slone, with Lis mind concentrated on the book
in bis hand, has far Letter opportonities of be-
coming convioced of the truth of what he reads
than ope who hears parts of it dipenssed,

Would to God that we Catholica did for the
disseminaiion of the troe fsith only the tenth
part of whut the Protestants do to combat the
truth aod to apread error, by the distribution
of hooks and tracts.

Protestanta send their corporters throogh
city and conntry, aod throw heretical bouks
and tracts full of aspersions and calumnies into
every honse, while we rarely find a Catholic
family that possesses even o emall select family
library. Ssll more rarely do we find Catholics
who ;gink of d'lnhl‘:'lbul.i!}g sanch hooks amon
those of another belief. Protestants spen
milliona for this purpose. If we Catbolica
labored with the same epergy, how great and
1 ficial wonld be the inflnence which we

meana of salvation, 1o loosen the chaios of error
and the slavery of sio.

Were the Church to snoceed, and the United
States to become s Catholioconntry,io the tro

should exercise for the welfars of the Churah
«nd for the salvation of sonls! For, thauka
i

of view, and entirely by itsslf: Why shonld
not the Church agree as well with a Repnbli-
oan as with a monarchicsl form of government ¥
Ban Marino sud Venios are the oldest Repub-
lica, and existed aven in Iraly before auy one
dreamed of the French Repablio or that of the
United States,

What has the Chorch to do with porely poli-
tical and worldly formes of goverswent, if they
only recognizs her rights asw Choreh, and con-
cede to ber what she in jostice can ask, with
ull other religions iostitutions in & free coun-
try 7 Americans! it is mot your protection, it
is pot your mopay, that the Chorch reqoests of
yon: it is free light, iree air, & free conntry—
religions freedom in the the full sense of The
term, s you promised to ber one huudred years
8go in yoor Declaration of Ind d

The orator, priest or laymas, who, for sach a
porpose, wished to address the Catbalie Contral
Assogiation at it aopnal sssemblage should
@ lLis desire knowno during the year to the
President, who, with the advice of tha com-
mittes, wonld grant or refuse the requent. The
orator, if admitted, should then nut only ad-
dress the Central Association ot ite apnoal as-
remblage in regare to hissubijoct ; bt heshould
also print the proposal aud the plan of its ex-
sontion in a convise sty le, sud present it to the
gentlemen of the delegation, who, on their re-
tarn home, might give these prioted disconraes
and the plan suggested to the prieats of the dif-
ferent parishes and to the local eommittee of
the Assosiation. These slhould furiher, by
rending them to the members of the local

Let her live and lubor in her elément for the
work of salvation among yon, snd she will be
the first te pronounce an aosthems agaiost
those who date to attack yoor repoblican ie-
atitutions and change them into & monarehy.
Lot the party which now goides the Ship of
Hiate, aod which oalls itsalf Republican, make
this day B tform for the approaching eleo-
tion and say : “ Catbolios, you are on the field
of yoaor religions movements, a8 free a8 the
Constitation of 1the United Btates has assnred
you youo sbouold be; snd this freedom we will
gnard with the whole power of the Govero-
ment. 8o long &+ yon are loyal citizens of thé
Repablio. 0 lung we will proteot youn, and not
& hair of yonr head sball be toucbhed,. We, as

make them thoroughly seqoainted
with the subjects and the plan of execntion,
and prepare the way for practical reselutions
on the subjeot.

I will mention here only & few of those
points which concern the general welfire of
the Catholic Church in America. They ara,
among others: The edneation of the Catholic,
a8 wall an of non-Catbolie, negroes; the con-
version Bud instruction of the lIodians; the
sapport of the press in America—partionlarly
the daily press; a general distribntion of con-
trove | writings and books of religions in-

; the t of sobools in poor
parishes in the conntry ; and fluslly, union st
the time of slections—not from mere politiosl
motives, bot to protect the Choroh when her

fres Americaos, do not belong to the hord
o ded by B k, nor do we cower and
erondh befors the despot of Prassia. Let them
drive bishops and priesta sod nons from Ger-
many : thers is & place aod work for them in
America. They may all come over to ns; thay
will find here & free country, free apeech, a fres
press, freedom in exercising their religions
duties, aud no other sworet police than uheir
own cunscienca.”

Let them say this, and neither the Charch
nor her servanta, the priesta, will say one word
to prevent every Catholic vote from being cast
for the Republican ticket. I myself might ose
my privilege to do so, for I too am & oitizen of
the United Srates, B, Panl on one oacasion
grently emphasized the words: Ciris Romanus
sum !  And it may be wy lot to procisim to the
persc cators of priests: ' Civis AMERICANUS
Bum "

1 am ap Ameriosn citizen jrstas moch &8 sny
o her. -

Allow me to relate to you on this occasion
what happened to ma in Civcinusti, when I
took my oath of allegiance. I went into the
new Court hovss, and the Jodge directed the
elerk to administer the oath to we. Tarning
towards me, the clerk ssked if ] wonld takean
onth to be's loysl citizen of the United States.
I sniled and said: ** 8ir, I do nok perhaps quite
clearly understand what you mean by a loyal
oitizen of the Ueited States. HBat owe thing 1
may declare upder oath, I will he g8 good an
American citizen as yoo are. Will that do?"
The clerk langhed nod 8aid: ' Of conrsas that
will do.”

Befors concloding this point let me make one
remark more, Citizens of tha United States,
celebratiog jeat now the Centenniasl of yoor
Rapublie, tell me, wis it not the s s of & Cath-
olie nation who shed their blood fighting wside
by side with yonr forefathers in your straggle

be to God, thers is no police here
by Bi k., to fisgate and destroy such

land in which, as in & mirror, the nations of Ea-
rope aod the whole earth might see how happy,
even in regard Lo temporal affairs, the Church
can make & people when they, as children of
one God aod of one mother Chureh, live in
brotherly love and harmony, regarding the
events of howman life in the Jight of faith, and
alwaye following the voice of their consciencae
and of the Chorch, na their teacher, to guard
them and to lvad them io the way of virtue.

Hence, a highly esteemed paper, which ap.
paured in Koo, hesitated not to say that the
Chureh, that Rome, lovked npoo no laond noder
the son with more sympathy thes upon the
United States of A@ierica, desiring that the light
of the troe faith might enlighten them.

Aund why sboold pot this be 8o in trath § Oor
hope, io regard to it, seems to gain strength
when wo look st the character of the greater
nomber of the citizens of the United Scates of
Anglo A i d The question is pot
as to the opinion of fanatical men or their
preachers, but the quoestion rests solely upap
the character of the American as such. The
American esteems tbe Catbolic Church in hia
beart ; he acknowledges her coLservative ele-
ments, and is coricos to become acguainted
with her doctrives. He estesws sspecially the
clergy of the Catbolic Church, and if be becomes
& Catholic, be is generally a Catbolio of sterling
worth.

I have had, a8 missionary, opportunities of
besoming scquainted with this fuct, If Iam
asked the reason why this is so, 1 auswer: He-
panse thie qualities which make the American
s loyal citizen of the United States will, when
united with the religions eloment, be jost thoee
which characterize tbe Catholioas s true son
of the Holy Church. The gualities of the
American character are : decision, ¢nergy, uo-
wearied Btriving alter a#n appointed aim, great
enterprise and ee!f devial, combined with bene-
volence and readioess to ackoowledge werit.
Are these pot precisely the characteristica of &
zealons Catholiof The American sees that in
tha Chuorch the way i8 open to every ous to
raise himeelf from the most humble gradein
soviety to the glory eveu of the Papal throoe,
as in the Uvited States every citizen can sspire
to the Presideney.

Tla pees with satisfaciion that, long before
palitical parliaments, the Cbarch i her Coon-
eils slways bad entire liberty of spesch.

The celebrated Father Burke, who hbad be-
come well aeqasinted witn Americs snd with
the American charasoter, hesitase-d pot tosay
to hir coantrymen oo his returo 1o ircland,
that he hoped he would not cluee kis eges befor: the
conversion of the Uniled States to the Catkolio
fuith, Bat he has resson to Lope this only on
the falfilment of one coudition, which is, that
every ebild of the Catholic Chauroh in the land,
both priest sud layman, shall werk for this
purpose to the best of his ability and with
united zeal and power.

This latter remark leads to the second gues-
tion which [ propose to discues to-day, namely :
“1n what special relation do the Catholics of
America stand to the Church?? A parallel
way here be justly drawn between the conver-
wion of tbe Roman Empire and the endeavor to
eonvert the United Btates.

1t was not the bishops and prieataalone who
converted the Koman i‘,nl pire to Chriatianity,
for bishops and priests were compeiled to live
in seclosion on acconnt of 1he persecutions that
raged eapecially against the clergy. They
ware at that time less engaged o converting
the beathen than in takiog oare of the faith-
ful and administering to them the means of
salvation. Bot every layman among the
Christisos during the first centuries was a
missionary, sno mpostle ion bLis station and
sphere, sud Peter had good reason to call sthe
Christians of that period a priestly prople.

Soch men, traly apostolic Catbolic laymen,
Ameries needs in oor day to secure the trinmph
of the Church.

The qnestion may now arlse, in what man-
per is thia worls to be begon ! Is a layman to
exercise the apostolic ofizes of the Chpreb in
ber sancinary 1 Sorely not 1 Oo the contrary,
nowhere iz the hine wore rply drawn be-

tween priests atd lay thisn 1o the Cetholi
Chareh, Boab there mesns enongh left,
which while lying he 1 L which ia

destined for priesis @
powerful influcoce u
fidels and L
the troe O

econvarsion of in-
~nil a6 the progresa of
7 is, beaides the Word
whioch ia hed with spostolic antherity,
and whicl juclodes the distribution of the
holy Bacrawents, also an apostalate mcoessible
to Inywen. The apostelste of good example;
the spostolate of instruction; the apostolate
of the press: the apostolate of social life, and
finally, the apostolate of prayer.

books and pamphleta, b

Besides this Apostolate of the Press, Ly
meana of books, shere is also anotber, not less
important, throngh the dsily vewspapers,
How energetically in this regard do Protestanta
aud enemies of the Holy Chureh make nse of
the press, in order to poison pabile vpinion by
their jonrnals and illostrated papers against
the Catholic Church and ber servants! Catho
lics ought in like manner to be provided with
Catholic daily papers to further the welfare of
the Chnrcb. Thia is the case here in Philadel-
phia, in New York and io 8t. Logis; bot how
little s all this compared with the effurts und
labors of Protestants, of secret eocietiea sod
political parties. Bnow me one city whers
there are a8 many Freemasons living together
a6 there are Catholics in Philadelphis, aud yoo
will ficd that they heve notone daily paper,
bot five orsix, or even ten, Where ten, twenty,
forty thonsand Catholics reside in one city,
thera shounld certainly be at lsast one leadiog
Catholio daily paper, bot nnfortauately even
in Clacinnati, with its 100,000 German Catho-
lics, there is not one daily newspaper of a de
cidedly Catholic cbaracter! And even the

apers of New York, Philadelpbia and Bt
Eonln, excellently edited as they are, find it
difficult to keep np their peblieation. The
Insh part of the Catholio popalation, through-
ont the extont of the Ucited States, "has no
Catholic daily paper, not even in New York!
How can this be acconuted fur? Oaly by the
words of Christ, when He said: ¥ The chitdren
of darkness are wiser in their gaperation ttan
the children of light"” We Catholies do not
act ns we shonld, for we even support the pab-
lications of our ensmies, L'ois vught te and
must be ohanged.

I connt, fourtbly, as s means of conersion
which may be soccemsfolly nsed by the laity,
the mpostolate of socisl life. Laymen can make
better and more ¢ fectual uwe of this than the
prieats, becaunse, liviog io the world, they bave
greater opportunities to come in contact with
others, either throngh business or throogh
family connections. Naomberless occasions are
afforded them to win the hearts of ooo-Catho-
Jics to the troth of the boly faith, and bense
to the Church of Christ, by beirg kind aod
obliging to them, and reocdering them usefol
Borvices.

T mention, finally, the spostolate of prayer.
All the Catuolivs of America vhionld daily naite
thaers terveat prayers, sod ofor them fo tha
Lord for the conversion of the Upited States;
for faith i+, after all, bestowed upon us only by
grace, and the means to obtain grace iy praydr.
I'hes great obatacls which bus nntil now para-
Ijzed the efforts of these different kinvds of lay
apostolateis the wide-spread political prejudice
of Anierica that the Catholic Church, by its
patore, is opposed to Hepublican institotions,
therefore, before all things, let us endeavor to
maka it olear to the Americans that their Re
poblic will never have anything to fear from
the Catholic Church. Would that it was io
my power, from the steps of the Capitol at
Washington, to address the President, Con-
gross, sod indeed the entire people of the United
States. How many au hooest American’s eyes
would be opened when bhe would perceive how
preat has been his mistake in regarding the
Catbolic Church of America as » daogeroos
social element. | wonld sek : Americans, when
did the Catholic Chorch ever say s word against
the Constitotion and the Hepublicau form ot
governwent, or complain sgametit? Oo the
gontrary, Gregory XV, aod after him Pios 1X |
bhave both repeatedly said: “Jam Iape only at
Lome and in the United States ™

Yes, at this moment Pios is not A nnmolested
as Puape in Rome as be ia in the United States.

In i1ecogoition of this fact, the Holy Father)

hee given a Cardinal to this ecouniry; snd hy |

that act be haa placed the young Repablio by |

the side of the ancient mooarchical powers of |
Farope. Americans! yoo have telt thesignifi- |
espee of Lhis recoguition on the part of the
Holy see. Iins, by it, declares that your He-
publican ivstitutions do notatull cootiiet with
the prineiples aud aims of the Cathoelic Chuorch,
On tbe other hand, ask bistory, Who has dope
more harm to the Chureh, and woonded her
more deeply by arroganeca, eot it morats aod
gits of vio bhan kiggs, emp and auto-
crata T Alremly ¢id the boly Chao
puder the tyraony of the sons of thetirst Coris-
tian Emperor Copstantine. Holy Wric also pro-
pheticaliy complains that kings, and princes,
and potentalca, hare united against the Laord, At
this very hoor in which I speak, in these her
daye of Trial and persecation, the Chorch does
pot look to emperors and kings—for they are
her greatest oppressors. Bhe locks towards
two Hepablics - France and the United States
of America! From the first she expects pro-
jon ; from the second ao asviom.

I say, firstly, there is an ap

example, according to the admonition of Christ:

talata of good

" Bat regarding this question in another point

h grosn | inform all the pricats and laymen in America

for 1 , and this againat e Protestant
power T

And isit notssmewhat significant, that thers
was no Protestant prinoe present at the open-
ing of yonr Centennial, bat there wasa Catho-
lie to show bis sympathy, which may indicate
to yon how silly sre yoor anti-Catholic political
apprebenaion.

1 come now to the third, and at this moment
the most interes’ing qoestion. Io what rela-
tion stmnds the Catholic Central Association,
which you, gentlemen, represent, 1 the eapecial
duty which we Catholics bave to perform io the
United Beates ¥

Hefore I answer this, I mnst. in order not to
be misnnderstood, give the following explana-
tion: It is notatell ‘my wish tosee aoy thiog
changed in the fundsmental tendencies of the
Association. The Catholic Central Aseosiation,
as the history of its fonndation shows, and a8
you, gentlemen know very well, was oatab-
liashed for the muotnal assistance of Catholics
in the United States, sapecially in tha ioterest
of travellers and emigrants, Jo this, its fond-
amental prineiple, the Asgnciation stande to
the Catholie Choreh as endeavoring by its ef-
forts 1o prevent Catholics from eevkiog tem-
poral mesistupce from wsecret secieries, and

b y bein icated and ceasing to
he Catholics, The temporal sssistance which
Catholica give each other doesa not in  itself
Lear the sign of Catholicity, for to unite fur
muotosl temporal assistance may be done by
heathens, Torks Jews pna Oootestants.  These
can and indeed frrnently do, va asocnnt of
the greater means st their disposal, moch more
thau the Catholic Central Asspoiation has ever
doue, or perhaps ever will be able to do. Ire-
peat that the tondamental object of the asso
ciation is very praiseworthy, sod it is far from
me 1o sitempt » modificiation of it ; and ex-
nerienes has whown that it woold be froitloss.
List na therafore leava the Catbolic Central Ay-
rocintion to fullow itsorigual purpose nnder its
wisn Conrtitation,

But it does not follow from this that the As-
pociation, in conei leration of its nombers and
moral atrength, could not, nor onght not to ose
its puwer to furtber the direot interest of the
Churel, snd thos act np toite name, and be o
reility what it is regarded in America.

1 sball elucidate the sbove by the following
factu: All the great and powerful iostitutiens
of what we eall tha ** world,” in opposition to
the kingdoem of Chriar, not only sesist their
menbers, but also turn their exertions to other
parposed, especially to attucking the Chuoreh.
Tiese institntions have not withont reason o
secret method ol working. They culminate, as
ig wellknown, i the order of the Freemasoos,
the tendency of which is to sobstitote for
Christisnity the so called reign of humanity,
The vrder of Freemaasons, with sll its aftinated
socret ancieties, pretends to be nothiog bota
nnion for moroal i , and hnodreds of
Freemusona of the lower degrees look upon
it only in this light. Bot bow indonatrionsly
and bow cffectually the order works towards
the above-named end js sufficiently manifested
by the history of the day.

We need only to tarn te Prussis, Italy, 8pain,
and study the workingas of the Freemssons and
their sflifinted societies to roin the Choreh,

J H.

nghta are gered.

If the Catholio Central Asscciation made nse
of ite moral power and its atrength of numbers
in this y ite relati tha Cath-
olic Choreh in Awerica wounld not be only

i and sobordinste, but impowing and
effective for her welfare, 1o say nothlng of lts
indireat insfloence oo the well being of the
United Biates. X

Lut it not be said that similar projecta have
alresdy beeo tried. Irveply: Eat modus inre-
bus, The essential diffurence is that the pro-
jwcts heretofore lald before the Central Asso-
cistion were pot the same in their working
plan a8 what I have sndeavored to explain,

I maintain still more, and say: Ooly nnder
anch & oo ion i

ition ia the Catbulia Central Asso-
olation in reality what itsa pawe implies, aod
what the Amerigan peopls Tegards and con-
siders it. If it sxcloaively oconpies iteall with
the mutoal i of 1ta L in their
temporal affairs, it onght to be enlled by “its
right name, which would be not the Catholie
Central Asscoiation, but the ** Cenfral Hemevo-
{ent Awnociation for Catholios.” Dug, in the
eyes of those citizans of the United States who
are not Catholios, this Association bas been
what ita nume implies, and for thisreason they
regard it with respect as a Catholie power,
while the enemien of the Chnrch may have
looked on it not without suine sort of anxiety
aud fear. .

We kpnow the feelings of the New York Staate
Zeitung on the new eonatitotion which was pro-
posed last year at Ciocinoatl, Ifit bad been
anpposed that there was gaestion only of obar-
ity for traveling or emigratiog Catholics, the
Staats Zeitung would moat probably have taken
no notice of the procpedings, and in all Amar-
ioa not a crow of rooster wonld have been besrd
from the adversariea of the Church against
snch a benevolent association,

No! lemve to the Catholio Contral Association
the name which it providentially took, and let
it, withont abandoning ita original objeet, go
onward in the manner I have indioated.

This sdmonition receives an espacial empha-
sis from the celebration of the Centennial of
the United States. Advapciog in this manner,
the Catholic Central Amsociation wounld con-
tribote not a little towards nuitiog the United
Btetes with the Catholic Chorch, enpocially if,
enconraged by the exampls, the English apeak-
ing Catholics urganized thewselves in similar
Bo iaties.

United and joined to the one tros Chaorch,
the United Btates wonld be, in the strictest
sanse of theterm, “onited,” withont the present
internal divisiona between the vartions seots.
The United Btates, still so strong, notwith-
staning its many different religioos, wounld
soon raise itaelf to an eminence, a powet to
which there woold be nething eqoal npon
earth. This npion with the only true Chorch,
becanas free from ihe pressnre of despotism,
would secnra the perpetuity of the United
States until the end of time.

If this took place I wonld, withonk heaita-
tion, apply to the Catholic United Btatea the
well-known prophesy: * dusiria erif in orbe
ultima "'—"A.uutrrn phall ba the last power on
earth "-—and say : '* America arit in orbe ulfima.”

Cathoiin America! thon shalt remsio uo-
sghakan, the Jaat empire on earth. The founda-
tion of thy Repnblicshall not give way nntil
that of the worid itkslf ahall melt away, when
thoo shsit calebrate thy last Centennial with
the furever vietorions and iriamphant Choreh,
an the eve of ti 1o the mourmiag light of ap-
proaching starnite
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Lok sven to the whole globe. Look at Mex-
ico, Braz'l, the whole uf Soulh Americs, and |
even the Indies,

¥reemnsons, orignally acs mbled for matnal
sadistanee, felt their power. and made nae of il
to eombat the Chorch, Iow desirable it s
that a society ke the Catholio Ceotral Asso-
ciation, feeling it power, would neeit for |.L|u|

protection and weitare of the Chureh, Iow |
great a powet it could wield! I look only upon |
the delegates who ate thin day hero assemnbled ; |
they represent forty thoosapd me Warn |

| these forty thonsand men all folly conecions of
their doties as children of the Choreh, as l have
explained to them, they wonld be forty thon-
sand apostolic laymen, And when these united
standing in direet coouvection
slfare af toe Choreb of Awmerica,
ved upwurd like a ¢losed phalanx, to obtain
this purpose, what might they v be able to
eifeat T
t how can this be done in a regular organ-
ized meaoner, witbont bardesing the Catholic
Central Associstion with sny new duties T
Liaten to my plan. The Association shoald

that if any of them had any proposition to
make, or apything to recommend o the inter-
et of the Catholie Charch in Awerica, he
conld make it konown on the ocdasion of the
anouul sssemblags of the delegates, I do not
eay that the Association should vote its sccept-
snoe, of take mensnres for the adoption of the
plan, bot by commuonicating it to the gentlemen
of the delegation the mstter might become
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