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but to puraue them r,-t- the uimost alacri

ty. And so hotly were they pursued that
Capt. Gregoire 6(X)n found himself at the
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a single moment in enrolling bis rame a

mong those who were willing to spili their
blood to redeviu their unfortunate country
from British oppresaion. Net only was
he wiliing io inscribe his nameamong those
who were ready io inake any sacrifice
whatever to chase from their once happy
homes,, the eneruy who waa bringing des-olat- ion

and ruin upon ihem, but he was
also true to his word; and braving dealh
under whalever forra it mighi present it-

self, he was willing to spili his blood for

the dear and beloved land of his birtli.

When the alami was sounded at

Warrant indiscriminately egainat ali who
had used their birthright as Briliah ub-je- ct

to canvaa public men and public
measures? Thus, my Lord, we were
goaded into resistance, not less by the au-

thorities than by the violente of thal clas

of the people opposed to us in politica. Ve

wish, however, io forgel as well as to fo-

rgi.
You come without limita to your power
with views uncircuniHcriU-d- , with honor

untarnisheil. High in the council of your
country and ours, your voice caa reach
the Throne.

Ardent in the pursuit of Civi! Liberty,
you can feel for a people animated by the
same principle, but lepri ved of the amo
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Provincial line, beyond which a great
nuiober oflhe loyalists had taken refuge.

As soon as the main Ixuly of the patriot
band had arrived, they encamped on
British ground nenr the line, expecting
that during the night the principal object
in view would be accomplished, and ihat
they should nest morning, with a consider

ale acquisition of men and arms, take up
their line of march lojoin ihe main body
of the patriot army, Vi was al Napier-
ville. But the vigilanco of the enemy had
been awakened.the AMERICAN SPIES'
were on the move. The notorious DAN-FOR- D

MOTT and his crew of despica.
ble wretches, were using and mis-usin- g

every means in their power to prevent
arms and ammunition from being sentto
the patriots, and a aloop loaded with these
necessarie was seized by this tory, this
pretended Democrat, this republican offi-ce- r.

Ali impediments possible were thrown
in the way of the patriots, and it was
under such circumstances that day light
overtook them while they were yet on the
line. By this rascally manoeuvering on

the part of American officerà, the enemy
had gained Urne to collect their forces nnd

prepare for battle. They received reinforce-men- ts

from the counties of Beauharnais and
Missiskoui, and when their numbers had
increased to 600 men, they again attacked
the patriota, who, although they had been
reinforced, could muster only 161 undisci- -

plined men. These had however a six

pounder which was discharged 6 or 8 times
wiih deadly precision, managed by Gen.
Bryant, when the ammunition fell short;
the remainder of the ammunition being on

board the sloop above relerred to, the gun
was necessarily silenced, and soon fell

into the hands of the enemv.
It was during this desperate struggle

between a small body of determined nien
with but a small quantity of ammunition
and ali supplies cut off, who were fìghting
for freedom, and a large body of slaves,
wearing the badges of British subjection,
who were well armed, well equipped
and well disciplined, that many acts of hero-is- m

were displayed on the part of the Pat-jio- ts.

Among the Heroes of the day the

nanie of Captain Gregoire stands high.

His position was very mudi exposed, he
knew it; he felt that the confìict was a

desperate one ; but honor and patriotiem
were dearer to him than life. " My fife"
said he to a friend near him, " is nothing
in the scalesof freedom; I am ready to epill

my life blood fìghting against the enemies
of my country." It was not a long while

after he had pronounced these remarkable
and patriotic words, when a ball struck
him in the chest and he fell to the ground
mortally wonnded, but yet he encouraged
his men not to yield. A friend carne

to help him, and raised him from
the ground. A dreadful hemorrhage from

the lungs greatly impeded his 6peech, but
he was distinclly heard to ask " How do
we stand? Oh, my unfortunate country!
are you again unsuccessful in repelling
your tyrannical foe? I ani dying, God
have mercy upon me! I am gone." These
were the last words he uttered, and a few
seconds after he was a corpse. Such was
thedeath of a brave hero who in the polit-

icai struggle of his country had 6hown
himself a real lover and admirer of true
Republican liberty and who, when the
time arrived to fight for it, did not fear to
expose and sacrifice his life on the battle
field in supporto! those pri nei ples which he
had so sincerely professed when there was
no appearance of danger. How many
greal men and patriot there were, who,
when there was no danger to be apprehend-ed- ,

were very loud and eloquem in their
denounciationa of British despoiism, but
who are now reduced to cocteraptible
silence, either in their own country or in a

foreign land. But the naraes of true patriots
wiil live for age to come, whilst the names
of cowardly agilators will sink into well
deserved insignificance.

Webb, Morehouse, Cady, M'Cl!um, Pcat
Du s, Capt. Portw auJ luany vthera.

have already said, was expccteil as the
great hberator of the country, has been
at Quebec for more than a month. Many
believed that as 6oon as he arrived,
he would clear the jails, yet, up to ibis day
there is no sudi thing. Ile eppeared to
be totally utidecideil between his desire to
set at liberty the state pmoners tuJ the
fear of displeasing the British faction.
Perhap however he was waiting for the
prisoners or the people to beg from him
the Amnesty he had a right to grant, but
self-re8p-

ect would never allow tke pris-

oners to h unible themselves so mudi as
to beg for pardon, whilst they stili con-sider- ed

their resistance lo ih government
justifìable; and their friends were too niuch
afraid of compromising the fate of the pris
oners to sign a petition for an aninesty.

Things were in this state when on the
18th June, Colone! Simpson Ironi Coteau
du Lac, well known by many of ua, arrived
from Quebec, and wished to st-- e seventeen
of the principal prisoners of which he hnd
a list. They were Drs. Kimber, Simard,
Lacroix, Gauvin, Masson and Volfred
Nelson, with Messrs. Bonaventure Viger,
DeBoucherville, Des Rivieres, Ouimet,
Dnmouchelle senior, Girouard, Simeon
Marchessault, Goddu, Boucher Bel.'eville,
Bouchetfe and Coursolles. He told us
that his mission was not officiai, but that
his object was to arrange business in such
a way as to leave Lord. Dnrham at liberty
to grant an Amnesty, which was so mudi
desired by ali. For this purpose he wish-

ed that some of those whose names he had
given, should sign a memoria! of which the
following is a copy. He assured those
whowouldsign.it that there was no evi!
to be apprehended by them in signing ibis
document.

Montreal New Jail,
June 13, 1338.

My LonD: You carne among us with
a character not of a class not of an order

but of yourself; a character that enti-tle- s

you to our confidence and we yield it.
Do not imagine our minds are subju-gate- d

because our persons are under nt,

or that we teek, by an unmeaning
compliment to conciliate your favor we
would1iot we will not propitiate unwor-thil- y

to obtain clemency for ourselves. We
belong lo our Country and makethe wil-

ling sacrifice on the aitar of her Liberties.
We rebelled, my Lord, but start not at the

avowal. We rebelled neither against Her
Majesty's Person of Government, but a- -

gainst Colonial and we
abide the issue the penalty is ours.

Had your advent been earlier, it had
been blessed it will be blessed. If our
efibrts are the cause of your coming we
have cflected what we sought to effect
the happiness of our country, and we
murmur not.

Had your advent been earlier,
had ceased justice would have

triumphed the laws would have been
faiihfully & impartially griev-ance- s

would have been redressed, and we
had happily beheld a government com-mandi- ng

at once the confidence and ajfec-lio- ns

of ali.
We remonstrated we were derided

the Press assailed us with calumny and
contumely invective was exhausted we
were goaded on lo niaJness, and were
compelled to 6how we had the spirit ol re-

sistance to repei injories, or be doomed a

captive, degraded and recreant people.
We took up arms not to attack nihers bui

to defend ourselves. Did the government
put us down, or attempi lo put us down?
No! If it did not encourage, il tolerated

the attempi we will not say we wiil noi
think, why. The country becaine exciled

the people wretched & then reckless.

Lord Gosford, by Proclamation, invited

back to their homes the inhabitants that
had fled. Did the magistrates give effret

to hi beneficient view in ibi respect?

No!"the loils were set." Did ihey not isuue

ITT DOWN TJIi: TVHAMS!

TV nevr fil wbo die in (reat cima ;

Tb h'n k may alc thpir ;re,
'I h .ir le ! may IJun in lite aun Uieir lirob

A1 eal' willi, bui nuli llifir pini wilk abrnad ;

Th'Hifh vrara ( lajne, and othrr ilare dark a

If l.ttt auymnt iha p anj aweinj thmifht
Wt-- . 'i fxrjMjwer alt Uteri, ini h'cb comi'wt
Tue rll t lant lo ficedom. Ili ho.

People of Canada! Rememher that the
1,1.. 1 ofmartyr in the cause of Fbeedom
cali aloud for vengeance at your hands.

ORIGINAI. BIOGRAPIIT".

Nacif. Gregoire was tlie son of Mr-Nicol-

Gregoire, f the Parish of Sie.
Marguerite de Blairfindie in the county of
Ohamhlv. He wa bom in the vear 1914

and was bronght p by hi father lo agri- -r

uliursl pursuits. His education wa lini"

ited to the station he was destined lo oc-ru- pv

in soriety. From early youth he

wns ahvays distinguished for hi superior

intelligence, Bnd lor bis benevoletit kind-ne- s.

When he hecanie of age he inheri-if- .l

a considerale property, and inade il
hi (special duty to be economical, and fru-i-- al

in Ili way of living. His exertions
lurinq- the doctions of 1831 were unceas-in.- ;

in fnvor of the radicai party, and to
lii nciivity, combined with that of many
nihiT iniloential reforrners, the 6uccesaful

mo.'idaf ps of '.hti county of Lacadie, vvho

wtft plctlfd to enrry tnit the great prin-"ijiU- 'S

laid down in the celebrated 92 Iteso-tuti'in- s

'of the House of Assembly, owe
ihfir e'.cction. Since that lime Mr. Gre

vif n!tlioujh a very ynung man, has
m;ihi!fU'd a degree oi'activity in politicai
a'.iairs very uncmnmon in young men of
hi nje and of his professimi. Ilis conduct
wa sudi that he nlways maintained an

reputalion, and he wielded q;reat
i:i!luence over ali witb whom he become
ncipiainted. His batred to British govern-nu-- nt

wnieijual to his love of country; and
when an occasion presented itself to dis-

play the one or the other, he never faiied

t xloit. When Lord Gosford in hù im-U-ci- liiy

and vacillating policy, dismissed
several Milltia ofiìcers and Justicen oflhe
Peace, because they Imd attended public
meeting which had rensured the divers
at'isofhi tyrannical administration, and
lite unconsiitutional nnd despotic conduct

the Imperiai authorities towarda Cana-i!- a,

Mr. Gregoire with many of his coun-tryme- n

feated with pleasure at a pub
lic ilinner, those noblo minded and persecu
le i nien, who preferred loosinf their com- -

missions under the British government ra-th- er

than prove traitors to their country's
cause. When the people were driven to re--
ì!iion in Nov. 1837,by the mad schemes of
LorJ Gosford foolisb advisers, Ir. Gre
joire was mindful of his pledge to his
country, and nobly did he redeem it.

He was one of the first who proclaimed
n,l advised resistance in the County of

and had not fortuitous circumstan- -

conspired to prevent, he would have
aniong the first to draw the sword for

itì. Unfortunately, owinjf to some
fisunderstanding, the County of Lacadie

iJ not act io concert with the brave Pat-f'f'- U

ofSt. Dennisand St. Charles, and
'he fatai eonseqoences areyet felt through-"u- t

the province. Had the Counlies of
Lacadie and Chambly moved together,
ccirdirg to the expectation of someof the
fading nien, the fate of British dominion

have bem sea'ed forevcr in the
t'anaJas.

After the total and complete discotrifìtare
of the patriot party, it becarne cecessary

Mr. Gregoire to be on his guard, so as
ot to be appre bended. He remaified con-ca- il

for a iong lime, when through the
'Bfiuencc of tome friecds he inanaged io re
,urn peaceaWy to hi home.

As soor as he foonj that there ivas
coiher chance of freeicgCanaJa.L losi not

an early hour on the morning of the Sd of
Novembtr last that two of the most ieflu-enti- al

patriota oflhe Yillage of Lacadie had

been arrested the night previous, Mr. Gre-

goire instantly mounted his borse and rode
to a certain place to advise with a person
thal he knew to be there, and with whom
he laid new plans for the coming night.

many seemed to be disheortened,
because every thitig was not going accord-in- g

to their wishes Rnd instrict conformity
with the orders prcviously received, yet
Mr. Gregoire wa always roolr deliberate,
and full of courage, and by his superior
management he succetded in polting the
whole affair in tolerable order again. To
his deliberate and dispassionate judgernent,
and to bis exlraordinary nctivityas well as

to hi well merited influence, a great deal
of credit is due, for allaying the wide
spreading confusion in the Parish of Ste.
Marguerite de Blairfindie on the triorning
ofthe Srd Nov. His whole mind was
beni encouraging those who seemed lo
show signs of fear, and restraining the
ardour ofthe impetuous, who wished in-

stantly to be revenged upon their enemies
for the new insulta which had been oflered
them the night previous - in the arrest of
Messrs. Ranger and Bouchard, and in the
barbarous and murderous outrages perpe
traled that 6ame night at the house of Col.
Gagnon upon the person of his unofTending
mother-in-la- and his young children.
Mr. Gregoire was busily employed the
whole day, and when the proper honr had
arrived, the signal was given and the peo-

ple rose in arms against a faithless and
corrupt government, which had never ceas-e- d

to at them.

Mr. Gregoire accepted the appointment
of Captain, to which certainly no one was
more entitled than himself. He was
promptly on the ground with bis company
at Napierville on the evening of the Sd

November, resolved to conquer or to die.
He commanded the respect of ali who wit-ness- ed

the ability with which he fulfilled the
important duties that devolved ujion him.
His influence over the men under his com-ma- nd

was unlimited. He was naturally a

very mild man, yet he could show sternness
and severi ty when the case required it.

On the morning of the 6th November,
Capt. Gregoire received orders to proceed
under Col. Gagnon to Rouse's Point, to
escort from thence arms and ammunition to

Napierville. The party, to the numberof
forty horsemen left head quarlers about
nine o'clock A. M., and arrived at Lacolle

at the house of Mr. George Hay, after

two hours march, where they were
joined by the men under the immediate
command of Brigadier General Touvrey,
who numbered 60. The whole party
marched towards the line, and when

they had proceeded as far astbe celebrated
Stone Mill of Lacole, they were attacked

by a party of volunteers who had taken
possession of the Mill, some neighboring
barns, and a small thicketof bushes. Dur
ing the engagement which lasted about 10

minnte8, none showed more courage and

decision of charactcrlhan Capt. Gregoire.

He was every where encouraging his men.

By the undaunted courage and cool judge
meni of sudi men as Capt. Gregoire and

Captain Joseph Morin, whose biography

we have giren in No 16, the loyalists

were forced to give way before the pat-

riota in spile of their strorrgentrenchmenu.
In chasing the enemy no one was more
ze&lous, or more actively employed ihan
Captain Gregoire; he was constanti erg-it-!

i.is men to gire no resi to the emeroy,

tdvantage. We foli and we dfplored the
violation of our constitution-w- e struggled
not for independence; we laboured only to
maintain the true $pirit of t4ie Batiali
Conslitution nnd British Lilerly,

We desire not to distract your Lord- -
ship's attention Irom the great and glori-o- us

objects of your high niission. We
will not occupy your time by supplicatine
for ourselves, nor embarras your Lord- -

ship with attempts to avert our fate. We
desire to avoid ali the ceremonies of a trial,
convinced ns we are ofthe impossibility of
obtaining an impaniai tribunal, before
which we should bave nothing to fear,
We wish to tranqtiilize the minds of a gen-- .

tiou and confiding people. We pray thua
to be allowed to establish peace and order
We implore no mercy for ourselvee. We
would not shock your high and noble mir.il
by any act tinworthy the dignity of man.
U e have ties, my Lord, that render life a
dear to us an to your Lordship, and yet we
cannot ignohly invoke even your Lonl
ehip'a sympaihy.

As a parting prayer, however, wt sup
plicate for the restoration, to liberty and lo
society, of the rest of our unfortunate fel- -

a, a well as the recali "ofthe
fugiiives, in the firm conviction that they
will one and ali shed the last drop of their
blood in defence of a Government that
can appreciate and uphold the rightsofita
subjects, however remote their abode from
the seat of the Empire,

We pray God lor the success of your
Lordship's peaceful mission, that worship-pin- g

one God, the people may become one
people, and iniiiating your Lordship' ie,

in repudiating ns we ever have
done, ali distinctions of origin, we hope for
the future, lina our wish as hitherto our
endeavour may be crowned with success.

We pray, my Lord, that you may bo
recognized as the saviour of this distracted
country, and long enjoy the doniestic bap
pinegs our fate denie to u.

We implore God' bìessings. on your
Lordship and, if there be guilt in high
aspirations. weeonfess our guilt and plead
guilty.

(Signed.)
Wolfted Nelson, II. A. Gauvin,
H. 8. M. Bouc:htte, T. Goddu,
Bona?enlure Viger, R. Dea Riviere!,
S. Marchessault, L. Maaon.

To the Right Honorable the Earl ot
Durham, Governor-Genera- l, &c. ite. &c.

These eight gentlemen only would con
seni to sign the memoria!: at the same
time they wrote the following letler to
Mr. Simpson, wisbing hirn to submit itto
the Governor together with the mexaorial.

Montreal jail, I3th Jane 1838.
Deì Sir, We the ondertigned beg

frocj you that you would take charge of
the addres herein inclosed for our nob!e
Governor-in-Chie- f, Ve are desirous that
you bould do us the honor to present it
yourseW to the Governor.

In taking this tep, we believeìt ourda-t- y

to express openly that il ia not our
to ubmit in any manner whatever

to a certain ordinance passed by the Special
Council of the Province, which we repu-
diato as conirary to the principle of ju-ti- ce

and honor, which ought to Le the
basi of English laws.

We are actuatrd by motivrs far more
honorable in Icaving, a we do, Lord D ur-

bani the sole judge of oor politicai act.
Iti our rxpres desire that ibis dis- -


