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CHAPTER L—Dr. I Normanv lie, an Eng-
ish physicianatl Hoog Kong, hears of & woman
*allod the Beautiful White Devil making her
bowns oo un island in th, Paclfio of which sahe
and joading a plratical life in
Dir. Ike Norman-

Is tne soversl
a white yacht on the

ooean

ville recelves a ¢ A stranger who en-
gag=s hls profes , to HO ubs
\-:k' W :\-.'_.._... 10 L ”:'."('.I'll-“ll“ 9
Il and 111 . —Alter il voyage be tinds
himsel{on boar ithe ynolt of
the Bosutiful White [ovi ¥ oz VI
He ks takon to her lslind ¢ o ne, where he ights
the plag [k od | in love with
Alle, the Boaatiful e [
[cosTisUvED.]
She was correct in her prophecy, for

as sbe fluished speaking another jet of
flame jssued from the crulser’s slde, fol-
lowed by & sullen roar.  This time the
ghot passed throngh our rigging, fortu.
nately, bowever, withont doing any
damage, and pext moment wo could see
that she was under weigh. It was going
to be a stern chase, aud if they dida't
bull us before wo got out of range we
knew it would Le a long one

Seclng that we did nos

I, oor antug

heave to, as she ordered,

inrend to
nise

inediately pointed dead to the wind,
which nt that moment was due north-.
east, the requisite number of points to
the right of it were takem aud the
center of the approaching hurricane
| found to be exanctly sooth southeast of
| our position. At this joncture Wal-
worth, who bad been scting under in-
structions, returned from the cuddy and
reported the barometer had fallen to
27.45, It might therefore be loferred
that we were within the storm clrcle,
and for the same reason iv was Appar-
ent that oor safety entirely depended
npon our befng able to avoid the center
of the fleld. Haviog decided the diree-
tion of the storm and discovered that
wao lay in the due line of its advance—
the wost dangercous of all—thers was
nothing for it but to run with the wind
| au our £tarboard quarter,
{ Never shall I forget the soene pre-
| sented ns our course was changed. 1
| looked from Alie, who, enveloped in
cilskins, was clinging to the starboard
railing, then to the chief officer gazing
auxiously aloft and from both to the
Jmun struggling and straining st the
wheel. Now, when n grest wave, seem-
ingly mountains high, dark as green
jnde and topped with hissing foam,
} would come tearing toward us, obseur-

ing balf the horizon, I would shut my
eyes and wait for it to engulf us. Then
| I.would feel the noble little vessel meet
| it, rise on to its orest and nest mowent
i be sinking again, down, down, down
into the trough. Then once more I

:=t'nr another shot after u but l.--I:- I" would draw breath and open 1y eyes
i% fell altogather ’1 of th IRRES. Al just in time to see another rise and meet
vu”-:-d rh_- ”J:“ { l :l|- or t _1;- r side, ‘ her forrard, to brenk with a roar upon
_Iﬂ-t" ire s the engine roou Whal | the forecastle head, onrrying awny a
W FO GULHE, Sz, S ok " &gu BN dozen feet of bulwark and one of tho
. The officer asked the neess 'Y AUCS) boats ae if both were built of so much
tion, nud the answer came back, ** Fig bt paper.
een.' _ ) Toward the middla of the afternoon
‘Tell them to give ber every ot T thoe strength of the gale began some-
steam sbe 1s capiblo of ca TYWIR. WO what to abate, the sea lost its gréater
IIH}-{. pot alloy ¥ Irivnd yond r_ Lo t !'ury. and the barometer in o miensure
e il REailh, or ong OF thom | ocovered fts stability. It seemed in-
chance r ot e, g - SO  2 credible that the Lone Star could bave
. %0 FuEy s TS Syt U IERe come through it eo safely, for, with
it in explm ition, “Xoo.ace. . Be ) oo exception of cne man washed over-
Foemsnvia 3 ; ive uo cesire to T30 pourd, anotber who bad three of bis ribs
"”l'_z’j'_"' TARUR TS ‘!"_" ' : fmisbied fn by o marauding ses, s por-
SOIN RS it ' 2 i, _ | tion of the port bulwark and a Loat car-
noything t Litvn | noullowed to g i ricdl nway a3 above deserile d, nod an-
% W] e ther erashod to utoms on the davits, wo
I" | hnd exg wed no casvalties worth
/ _‘_'r. . ,é:?: ., VL 1 1 Lime darknesa fell tho sea wag
f', | -'1.: T&jﬁ'--"- witg, placid self ongnin,
B 7 L l‘ - ( tl Y torrible typhoons
?. .I A I_Ih' | i. . .‘lh B0l RS Wé
L ! O ] urger was past the
. 2B reforped to her eourse, and
/ ) a-.g:"_- procesded an our way
f . \ ful and inscrutablo is the
| } . \ £ Next duy the weather was
t ‘I.,\‘ I.l = r I hads 0 it—bright
\."} \ I-_J Q A entio broezes nond n fon Be
y —tieS \ | tlver. After breake
L R - which on acceomnt of
w¥ ) D : t il been unsbhipped the day
‘L Irf 4 N | ged agnin, wod, drewing
W ¢ decl chair afty I soitled myself down
b e to rend Loneuth its shisde. A few min
h =\ " o, utes banter Alle and Ler « nnpuuion joip-
< l Bl hie I bronght them seats, and then
Cruiy il went another shot after wa ’\\"f : i first timo I snw the Deaotifol
something ot thiz jonoture, but I re. |.-. “ 3 ‘, _:”i:il‘:,.ll ,;’.I.'”, ; :“:::'1:1.“-1‘:1:{1]
ey l:‘ Y, 07 campmet with ber and men—uenpaged in ne :-wll-v\\'-'-rla. Why 1
Wisaly held wy tongue.  During brenk- | - nld buve foand wuything extroor-
:]‘:. I‘ ' f : '1",:',;2.: I.'”.JIL!f.E;T".:—'t”\'-. ::h‘ "',l' dinury in stoch a ciroomstunce 1 cannot
EVETY ruing, I noticed n uervons and, 5 Possibly it muy bava beeir beoause
L thociak . Jesaly aad Jook wmos l I bad nevor it -;:ma_rl thnt _!1!' re could
the chiof 'n fn Conld it be l11.:- bk wuf i ut | isuro in ber life fur such
Lo the w-of-war that oeea ’u hcinoly ovieupation. . Ab apy rate, I
eoned §t? 1 6id not question bhu. of know that to watch her l_nul hend, with
Pl win } BaTtad b i : I', g | it8 #lovions wealth of balr: to soe those
the 1add o : :]___-',.. 3 r-.-,.‘- beantiful white fing: rs, unadorned by
baratietos st usined 4 dock [ | 34w Iry of any s re, twisting and twin.
asikod Wal L i noything were the | 8 ronE her -alll.-s. aud to make out
el ‘ ono little fout ;.m-]-m;{In_m-n!h her enow
", o for Sontsdll.™ he \fl:lh- dress sont a cthrill through me
sl “Don't v thit it I8 dropiping that mude mwe tingle from top to toe,
g e And if vou Suddenly one I--f the bands engaged
listan for n moment, you will hear Loy | BPO8 some work in the fore TIEging o
Shi wing aud s Stuals oy tered o cry in the native. Alie and ber
i compumion aprang to their feot, and
Anl 0 they were, There conld be no though I did not wnderstand what bad
migtake abont that. pleked up my cap | gy pened 1 followed their exnmple. W
snd followed ¢ i W example tan to the starboned bulwark, but noth-
Ey 10 o’clock th ud bad rissm to g was to be seen there, Not being
the strongth of a than moderated | 4i1y to make it out, I usked what had
gale and the sea {0 progortion, It was |, ccasioned tho slar.

most alaring, aud I must confess that,
seeing tho sirength of the wind, I was
a little surprised when, about the mid-
dle of the worning, Alie nppenred on
deck. Sbhe cumie aft to where | waa
standing and, having looked at the com-
pass eard, guuzol round her,

“If I'm not mistaken, we're in for &
typhoon," she shouted, hor glorious
hair blowing in tuugled profusion neross
her eyes aud about her face., "'Our
friond the orwiser, you seo, 18 out of
sight. I cxpect she thinks it's useloss
endeavoriug to ehnse us across such
son.” Then tarning to Walworth, who
was standing vear, shoorled, “*Send Mre
Pattereon to e !’

Though It was not Patterson's wateh
on deck, he was too anxiong about the
waoenther and his ship to go below, L.
medintely on recelving Alls's mesgage
he onme nft and, haviog touched his
southwoester, wnited for her to speak.

“*Mr. Patterson, what i® your opinion
of tho weathor?"* gho shouted in his ear,
for it wos impossible to make yourself
beard by any ordinary means. **Don't
you think we had better heave to and
endeavor to find ont how the center of
the storm bears from os?''

“Iwas jost going to do mo,"" Patter-
#ot bellowed in reply, Thon turning to
his subordinate, he gave the necessary
instructions in a that sounded liko

w fog hom. The_yacht's nose as fm;

TUne of the hands reports a boat
uwway to sturboard, " said Alie.

Sbhe turnwd to oue of the yonnger ofli-
verd, who was standing near, antl order-
ed him aloft to take the boat's bearing.
As goon as this was discovered the yacht
wne put over on o tack that wonld bring
uk close up with i, and aftor thut there
wias nothiog for it but to waiv paticutly
for the resull,

For suue time wo conld not soe any-
thing; then a stmall black speck wadoe its
appearanes abont two points off our star-
board bow and gradoslly grew plainer.

“Koep ber as shoe gooes, "' said Alio to
the mwan at the wheel, while wa <i=4in-
e our eyva toward the tiny 004

Littin by little {8 became more diy-
tnot ooill we wore sullicicutly near to
muke out with & glass that it waon
man-of-war's gig polled by twe men
and vontalabng throg others. Ten win-
utes later the yachis was hove to, and
Fotterson elambered on to tha ruil of
the bolwarks, -

"Are you strong enough to brisg her
alougside, do yon think,"* bo beliowed,
"ar shull wo send a boat to tow you?"

The man steering, who was ovidently
an officer, funnelod bis mouth with his
hands aud shouted back that they
thonght thoy could manage it Then,
ns if to prdve his words, the men who
bl been rowing, but bad now stopped,

*

-

by bit the tiny oraft crept over tho oily
surface toward us until she was close
enough for vs to see with our naked
oves all that she contalued.

As she come alongside ounr gangway
was lowervd, aod within an honr from
the time of ocor frst sighting ber the
boat's crow stood apon oar deck, In
spite of their mau-of-war dress s niore
miserable, wocbegone appenrance could
nos bhove boen hwazined than the party
prescuted. Bt concisted of ope lonten-
ant, a midshipman aed three able sca-
men, and oot of coriosity 1 glaneed at
the cap of the man standiog ucarest ma
It bore the pnme H. M. & Asintio. Thon
1 looked round for Alie, ¢ ily to discover
that sbe bad mysterionsly disappesrod.
It was leit for Patterson to welvcome the
poor feilows to the yucht, and shis he
asccordingly did with a hearty kind.
uess that I should bardly have expected
from him.

**Before yon tell me awything about
yourselves, ' he said, '‘let me arrenge
for the comfort of your men.'" ‘Then,
calling a hond to bhim, he continned,
pointing to tho threo Jacks who stond
sheepishly by: *‘Take these men forrand
and tell the cook to give them all they
want. You cun supply them with ham-
mooks among you and find room some-
where for them to sling them.' Then,
turning to the officers again, he said,
“Will you be g0 good as to follow me,
guntlemen?" und led the way down the
companion to the cuddy. Thinking my
professional services might possibly be
reguired, I followed with Walworth,

On reacliing the cabin they wero con-
ducted to seats, and food was immedi-
ately set before them, They fell apon it
like starving men, and for some time
ouly the sound of steady munching and
the clatter of knives und forks wers to
be heard, When they bad finished, the
midshipman without warning burst
into a flood of tears nnd was led by Wal-
worth to o cabin near by, whers, when
his torrent had worn itself out, the poor
little ehap fell fust asleep,

**Now," said Patterson as soon as the

lieutennnt had finighed his meal, *per-
haps you will tell we your story?"
“It won't take long to do that,"" the
officer began. [ am the first lisutenant
of her majesty’s cruiser Asiatio, We
were sent out (rom Singapore last Sat-
urday in pursuit of this very yacht, if I
mistake not, As you know, we almost
picked you up in the fog, but when it
lifted your superior steaming power on-
abled you to escape us.  Then the ty-
phoon caught us snd in looking after
uursclves we lost sight of Fon altogether,
We rode ont the storm sufely enough,
but just at suntime yesterday gbe strock
an uncharted rock and went down with-
in five minutes,””

He stapped for a moment and covered

Lis face with his hands,
*“This is terrible news!"* eried Pattoy-
son, while wo all gave utterance to ex-
pressions of horrified  sstouishment,
““And was youra tho only boat that got
awny "’

“I'm very much afraid so," he re-
plied. *“At least I saw no other. Yes,
you are right; it is terrible, nnd hor
majesty bas lost o fine vossel and o
splendid ship’s company in the Aziatie, "
When the poor fellow hnd finished
his story, he was silent for somo min-
utes. Indeed, 2o wero wo all. It seomned
almost ineredible that tho great vessel
wo had sdmired and feared only the day
before should now be lving, with the
majority of ber erow, desp down st the
bottam of the ocean.

**We are fortunate in having been
able to pick you up,' said Patterson
after awhilo. *‘An bour later and we
should have changed our courss and
have been many miles away. "

“In that case we ghould have been
dead men by nightfall," wase the veply.
“Asit was, wo lost one man, "

“"How dild it happen?"'

“*The poor devil went mad and jnmp-
ed overboard. Remomber, wo bad no
water and nothing to eat, and s yon
may imagine it was heartbreaking work
pulling in that baking sun. Tho miracle
to me is that the boy stood it ns well as
he did.”

“*Poor little chap! It must have boon
a terrible experience for him, "

"*And what do you intend doing with
ust'' asked the offlcer, after a little
pausa, “'For, of course, we're your pris-
oners, "

“Thot 1 cannot eay,” Patterson an-
gwored, It does not le within my
provinee. However, you'll hear soon
enough—uever fear, By the way, 1 sp-
pose you will give me yoor word that
you will pot attempt to play us any
tricks. Youmust remember, please, that
to all futents apd purposes we nre st
war!"

“Iwill give you my word. Is that
enough?'

"Quite enough. And now that you
bave done xo I make you free of oor
wardroom aod its contents,

All the time Patterson had boon spenk-
fog I bad notioed that the leatenunt,
whose name, it transpired later, was
Thorden, had been staring at his fuce as
if trying to reeall some countenancs 1¢
remiuded him of.  Just as we wers pro.
paring to go on deck again his WEMOry
scomuod to come buck to Eim.

"I hope you will excuse what 1 am
going to say, and stop me if 1 am reosll-

ing any unpleasanc e sonion, Lo Wlurt-
ed out, ""but ever s+ T oo sboasd
I've been wondering w.orre we havoe mot
before. Aren't yomw Crogory, who was
commander of the gu ot Parsifal in
the Egyptinn busivoss « 1 18709

Pattorson fell buck | gninst the wall
an if ho bnd been shot.  For n moment
hia face was ax white oo the paper I am
now writing upon ; then, with a great
effort, ho pulled Limsolf topether and
answored

“1 bave quite forgotten that 1 bod
any oxistence at all in 1579, May I beg
that you will not roou!l the fact to my
momory?' Then, as if ta chasnge the
subject, bre continned: [ expent you
would Itke to rest after ull your trou.
bles, Pray let e conduot you tu n
cabin. "'

"‘Mnny thanks," said Thorden, and
with that they wout along tho allevway

- .

- i, -

resumed thelr mosotonous laber. Bit

Patterson fell back against the wadl.

interestod in Patterson and could not
help speculating as to what the renson
could bave been that had induced him
to abandon & career in which, even g0
many years ago, ho seomod to have nt-
tained snch exalted ronk.

Duoring the afterncon I rgoeived an
invitation from Alie tg dino with her
thut evening. She stated in the little
note she seut me that she had also ngk-
od the rescued leutennnt and his mid-
shipman, aod I gathered from this that
somcthing out of the common was to-
ward,

About an honr before dusk, as I was
rending in tho oflicers’ messroom, the
lisutenant cawe ont of bis cabin and sat
down ut the table beside me. He looked
round to see that we were alone, and
then said in n confidential whisper:

“Your position on board this boat,
Dr, De Normuanvills, bas already been
explained to me, I'm sure I sympathize
with you, but for rather selfish motives
Iam glad yon are not in league with
this extraordinary woman, I have re-
ceived an invitation todine in ber cabin
this evening, and I want you, if you
will, to tell me something about her.
Do you kunow enough to satisfy my
curiosity?"’

“I won't tell yon anything about
her,"" I answered, with a luugh. **Yon
must wait and jodge for yourself. One
caution, however, before you see hor—
beware how yon behave toward her, and
if I might venture a hint, make a good
toilet. Bhe's very partioular, and it's
well to bumar Ber. My things are at
your disposal, of course, "

He thanked me, and I saw no moro of
him or the midshipman until a few
winuvtes hefore divner time, when I moet
them on deck and secompanied them to
Alie's saloon. Hoaving desconded the
companion ladder, I drew hack the cur-
tain for them to enter. Propared as I
was to see bim show netonishment, I
bhad no iden the licutenant wounld be
filled with soch amazement as he be-
trayed when we entered the beautifnl
cabin I havo before deseribed.  As good
luck bad it, Alie was not present, and
&0 we wero able to lock about us uudia-
furbed,

“Why didn's yon propare me for
thigs"" whispered wpy companion alter
hekad glancod Mund the cabin. et |
novar snw uonything like it before, und
I've beun abourd scores of yachts in my
time, "'

“There is but ono Beantifol White
Devil,"" T suid with serio ¢omic enrnests
ness.

“Ourios, ching, skius, divans, musical
instruments, o grand piano evon, and,

. ! . 4 enouglhy, o snal opsai hon y
by Jove, inlaid with fortoise shell and | SROUED. & small topsail schooner hove

lapis lazuli! It's wonderful, it's superb!
And now I waut to see the woman who
owns it nll."

HEteady, ' 1 whispered,
take vot, hore she comes, "’

As 1 spoke the curtains at the other
end of the eabin were parted by o tiny
band, and Alie, dressed entirely in
black, stood before us, The color of her
costume showed off the superb beauty
of her comploxion aud hair, while its
mwaking exhibited ber mutehless figuro
to perfection, She stood for n moment
in the doorway and then advanced to-
ward us with that wonderful floating
grace which always characterized her,
giving me her little hand first and then
torning toward ber other guests.

To the leutennot she bowed and said,
with a smile:

"'Sir, you must forgive my not hav-
ing perdonally welcomed you to my
boat, but for ronsons which would not
interest you I am not always able to do
a8 much as 1 could wish. However, I
hope my officors have taken every care
of yon."

8She shook bands with the handsome
little midshipmon as she spoke, aud
while sho was doing 80 I bad time to
steal o look at the first lientenant's face,
The nstonishment I saw depioted there
almost caused 1o to lnugh. He had boen
amazed at the beauty of the cabin, but
that was nothing compared with the
admirtion ho betrayed for the Beauti-
ful White Devil herself, He murmurad
A confused but ot altogether inappro-
priste reply to her last speech, and then
we sat down to dinner. Her companion,
I learned on inquiry, was suffering from
a severe hendache and had vlected to
dine in ber own eabin,

The dinner was in the chef's best
style, and its cooking, serving and va-
rioty, combined with the beauty and
value of the table decorations, evident-
Iy completed the effect upon tho officer
thut the cabin had begun. Alio hersolf
was in excellont spirits and talked with
the wit and cleverness of n woman who
hax perfooted an originally liberal edu-
ontion by contivual and varied stady of
the world and its inbsbitants, By the
time the meal wns ended and we bad
bidden her good night tho licutenant
wos in a maze of enchantment,

We went on dock together, and once
there, out of earshot of the cabin, his
euthustnsm broke loose, 1 will spare
you, howoever, a recital of all the ex-
travagant things he said, Let it suffico
that I gathered on: to feol sure thag
When e got back to he wonld
add ‘:;:thﬂ' than from the
num storles already fn ciroulation
ebout the too famous Beantifal White

“If I mis-

ed a small

our fictitious course again., As soon,

bee line back to the settlement.

suid :

of her?’
ly I ghould bave forgotten it?"’

water.

kind. "
“*Aud you are right; I am sure I am
not. 1 think if I were lying dead in my

you
and said:
medical man to make, is it not?"”

tiently.

again, "’
“Apd that is?"
*“When I anrto say goodby to you?"
“Tomorrow," ghe soswered, **To-

island Her owner is under an obliga-
tion to me and will take yon on board
and convey you to Thursday island
Thenes you can travel home vin Aus-

America, as you plense. '’

a8 much,
““It is the only opportunity that may

keep you with me too long for your own
eako, "’

Under cover of the darkness 1 man-
aged to find and take ber hand.

*“It is only for n yoar, Alie, You un-
dorstand that, don't you? At tho end of
8 year you ard to bo my wife?"”

*If you etill wish it, ves,” sho an-

gwereld, but #o softly that | had to strain |

| my cars to cateh it. Then with o whis
| pered good night she elipped frow mo
| and went below.

At sondown next evening, susely
in sight from Lebind an island, and see-
ing us ran up a sigonl. It was returnod
from vur gatf, and as soon ns I voad it [

“I want you o wear 1.
knew that my fate was sealed, Leaving
Walworth to see my luggnge Lrought up
on deck, I went down Alie's companion

ladder to bid ber farowell. She wias
seated on the couch at the farther end,
reading, ;

"*The schooner has just put in an ap-
pearance and answered our sigonls, " 1
began, kardly able to trust my voice to
kpeak. ‘I have come to say goodby. For
both our snkes we must not lot this in-
terview be o long one,  Alie, will yon
tell we for the last time exactly when I
unagl l:: y&ag;:;;. sd where?"'

**On the first May next )
all being well, I will be at an ndm
In Loudon, of which I will take care to

Their stay with uvs, however, wad not
to be of ns long durntion as we bad ex-
peoted, for early next morning we sight-

tine, who, on being
t sbe was bound for

however, as they were out of sight the
helm was put up and we were making

That evening ns I was pacing the
deck, smoking my cigar and Wondering
when the time would come for me to
say farewell, I heard a light footstep be-
hind me and pext moment Alie came to
my side. We paced the deck for a little
while, talking commonplaces about the
beauty of the nighbt, tho apeed of her
vessol, and the visit of the man-of-war's
men; then she drew e to the storn and

“Do you remember yoor first night
on board this boat, when we discussed
the sen and the poels who have written

It was the night of the first day I
ever saw yon,'' I nnswered, **Is it like-

“Some men forget very easily," she
angwerod, looking down at the sparkling

““But I'll do you the justice to
say I don't think you are one of that

grave, my brain would still remember
She looked roguishly up into my face
**That is rather a big assertion for a
“Bother medicine,” I cried impa-
*'It reminds me of the outer

world. And by the same token, Alie, I
want to ask you something unpleasant

morrow fight, all being weoll, we shall
pick up a trading schooner off a cortain

tralia and the canal or Honolulu and

I had expected that the parting was
not far distant, but I did vot think it
would prove as olose as this. Itold Alie

serve, ' gbo answered. **And I wust not

and when niy story was ended we

ception for Alie when ghe should arri

salver,
eagerness I toro the envelope open avd
read the following medsage :

Burbiton, Como quickly.

asked the man as I took my place in the

acauaint you beforehand, " vehicle,
"' But since you last spoke of that I CONTINUED l
havo be:rn thinking it oyor, Aliv, you fro z ]
must not come to England., The risk From His Point of View.
Wt::l-i'(:’ be tml great, “But you confess, fatber,"’ protested
ere will be no risk at all, and I the bemutiful girl, when the fathet ™
:l::l‘l :tl:: wuvy precaution to insure my showed illliﬂ“.m of a desire to with
that," shg 'un-wo;aﬂ "'E:a bef: hold his consent, ““that you do not know
' . or0 YOU | of n singlo solitary thing that is in
80 I have a littls keepsake for you, | joast to his reputation.’’
::muuiius that mahmtommd JOu | iimhatis w“in replied the old
tho B::ntlm ite Devil and the tleman. I don't like the idea of bring:
:l:-h?:“;e"lmtwﬂhhuwhnm mmm -j. uily who is ™
As sho spoke she took from the table, o= b Lo
besido which she wus now a s
largo gold looket. Opening it, she
mo seo that it contained an
portrait of horself,

gl-huﬁ!l to me, and I wans oo
wear it."' o

no resistance. ]
Then we said 8@ by, 4 | went
deck. An hour lites the Loy, Stap
away into the pighe, and | '
aboard the Pearl Queen boup Lot Thy
island and the part of Londgy,

! hen lmmetothinknr]:,] -

hardly bolieve that it way tearly fo
months since Walworth 1qq foung
out in the Occidental botel, Hongkg

Arriving in Thuarsday feland, oy
the hottest and quaintest lit1), 8pots g
earth, I was fortonate enough tg o
o British India mailboat in the uct
starting for Brisbane.

OHAPTER XI1T,
THE FIRST OF MAY,

Next morning sfter my retum
Ens‘nnd I dmnﬁl the Df”]“{lilx h_lp
and frock cost and set off o walk
South Kensington to call Upon my sl
Janet, who, by the way, was s widgy
ber husband baving died of gy
fover when with Lis reglmont on
west coast of Africa,

I found her in the marning room
the net of writing a note of weloome
me.  She grested me with gl licr @)
sisterly affection and when she Lind g
s0 mnde mo git down befors (hy
and tell ber all my adventures,

““We bave heard the most wonderts
tales about you,'" shesald, with t smi}
‘‘How you were captured by u sort g
fewale Captain Kidd of fabulous bggtyl
whao carried you off to an island iy
Pacifio, where you were made to g
sufficient gold to pay your ransom, "

“Indeed?"

It has been recopied into all sorts g
papers,'’ she continuwed. ‘‘But J'vy
doubt it was a mass of mere fabrictio
Own the truth now, wasn’t it>’ _

““‘Every bit,"" I answered candidly, *
bave been very much annoyed by th
stupid newspaper paragraphs, It s i
like the rabid craving of the nge for s
sationalism. But before I go auy fy
ther, Janet, I want to tell you sy
thing. T am going to be married,"

**Youn, George! Why, you alwayspe
to say you had wmade up your wind ney
to do anything so foolish, '

**So I did, but you see I have chang
my mind. "

**So it wonld appear. And, now, wh
is she? Tell me where you mot hor g
all about ber.’

This was what 1 dreaded, Lut it bt
to boe met and faced.

**Well, in the first place, her uame
Alio. 8he is 27 years of age and nu g
phan. Her father was a captain in th
English navy, but is now dead. She
very sweet, very accomplishod, and v
beauntiful, and I feel sure, Janct, if oy
for my sake, you will offer her o hourpf™
waleome when she enmes home, "'

“You know me well enough to M
gurc of that, don't youn, dear ol Georgy
And is uuything sottled yet? How s
dous she como howe, and when are ol
going to be married?"

**To your first question T can only ag
&wer, as soon after the 1Ist of Muy

possible. On the 1st Alio will
England. Now will you wish wo o

piness, Janet?"

'With all my heart and goul. Dot
am dying to know wore. Tell mo when
you met hor and indeed all about voor
adventures; remember, you have be
away a whole your. "

I told her as much as I thonght p
dent without revealing Alie's identity

chatting on till lnnchtime.
When I left the house in tho after
noon, I kuew I bad fusured o kind e

in England.

Now I must skip the greater part
a year and come to the middle of
last week in April, just three dojs, 8
fact, before I kuew I might expoct wy

darling,

I had ber own assertion that sha
would be in Eugland on the Ist of
May, and 1 bad never known her {ail to )

keep ber word. Just as that thought

passed through my brain thero wasa
ring at the bell, and a few seconds lnter
my man brought up o telegram oi e
With fingers trembling with

Arrivod this morning. Bundaberg Fouss,

ALIE
Thero and then I ran out of the room,

gave the telegraph boy in the porch balf
& grown for his frouble, seized my hat
and stick, hailed & bansom and bade the
cabman diive me with all possille speed
to Waterloo. The man was n smart
whip, and as he possessed a good lorse
we cavered the ground in grand style,
When we renched the ktation, I paid
him off, purchased my tioket and ran
on to the platform just in time to catch
the 6:15 express. Punotually at five
and twenty minutes to 7 I left the train
ngnin at Surbiton and, proceeding iuto
the station yard, called another cab.
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