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CHAIMTER IX.

o ADWAY."” said he suddenly,
R “1 nesd money, and 1 need it

bndd. 1 think you ought to
goet something out of this job
of the M. & D.- not much, but some-
thing,  Will you give me a share of
whiut | enn collect from them 7"

YSire! agresd the jobher readily,
with n lnugh.  “Sure! But you won't
get anything, I give you 10 per cent
qnick!"

“Good snongh!™ eried ‘'barpe. *Now,
when we get to town 1 want your pow-
er of attorney awd a few Hgures, alter
which [ will not bother you pgain'

The next day the young man ealled
for the second time at the Httle rsd
painted otfice under the slvlow of the
mill and for the second tiime stoml he-
fore the bhulky power of the junior
member of the firm,

“Well, youne man, what can I do for
you 't askedd the ntter

“1I have heen Informed,” said Thorpe
without preliminarey, “that yon ntend
to puy John Radway nothing for the
work done in the Cass braogeh this
winter. Is that froe?”

aly studied his antagonist medita-
tively.  “IC 1t 8 troe what is It to
vou " he asked ot length

“I n octing in Mr. Rudway’s intep-
ost™

“You are one of Radway’s men ™

I.\"'s "

“In what eapacity have you bheen
working for hibm @

“Cant hook  wan'  replied  Thorpe
bricily.

I wee sald Daly slowly,  Then sud-
denly, with an intensity of onergy that
siartlod Thorpe, he ervicd: “Now, yon
get ont of heret Right ot Qoilek!

The young man vecognized he com-
pelling and antoeratie boss addressing
a memher of the orew .

“1 &gl da netlilng of the kind!™ he
replied, with o tlush of fire,

The mill owner Jeaped to his fest
Thorpe a0 not wish o bring ahout an
netul seene of violenee, e Ligd at-
tained his objoct, which was (o Huster
the other,

“T have Radway's power of altor
ney ! e added.

Daly sat down, controlled himself
with an effort and growled out. “Why
didn't yonu say sa?"

“Now, 1| would ke to know your po-
gition,” went on Thorpe, 1 am not
here to make tronble, bhut o2 an <€
cinte of Mr. Radway 1 have a right to
nnderstand the cps Ofr eourse 1 have
his side of the story,” he suggested, ns
though convinceed that n detailing of
the other side might ehange his virws,

Dioly considers] enrefully, fixing his
flint blue  eyes  unswervingly  on
Thorpe's face. Evidently his serutiny
advised him that the young man was
a force to be reckoned with.

“It's like this.,” he said abraptly:
“we contracted last fall with this man
Radway to put in 5,000,000 feot of our

The mill owener leaped th his foer,

timber, delivered {o the main drive at
the mouth of the Case hranch, In this
he was to act Independently, except us
to the matter of provisions, Those
he drew from our van amd was debited
with the amount of the same. s that

g

clear?

“Perfectly.” replied Thorpe.

“In return we were to pny him, mer-
ehantable senle, $4 a thousand. If,
however. he failed to put in the whole
job the contract was void"

“That's how 1 upderstand IL" com-
mented Thorpe.  “Well?"

“wall, he didn't got In the 5000000,

| Thera's n million and o half hiutig up in
the woods."

milllon and a half, which under the
present arrangement you get free of
any charge whatever.”

I "And we ought 1o get it," eried Daly.
“Great guns! Ilere we intend to saw
this summer and guit. We want to
get in every stick of timber we own
80 s to be able to clesr out of here
for good and all at the elose of the
season, and now this condigned jobber
ties us up for a willion and a balf,"

“It I8 exceedingly anooying," con-
ecded Thorpe, “and it is n good deal
of Rwdway's fault, | am willing to ad-
wit, but it's your fault too”

“To be sure,” replied Daoly, with the
aceent of sarcasim,

“You had no business entering into
any such contract, It guve biw oo
show. "

I suppose that was mainly his look-
out, wasn't it Ani, as | already told
you, we hwd (o protect ourselves ™

“You should have demmnmnded secarity
for the ecowpletion of the work Under
your present ageeement, IF Rudway
gob in the tinber, you wers to puy him
4 fair price. 1 he dido’t you gappros
printed  everythiimg he had  alveady
doue. In other words, you muade him
u bet"

“1 don’t care what you call it,”" an
gweridd Il:il_'.', who hiad recoversd his
good Lumaor in contemplation of the se-
curity of hig position, *I'he fact stands
all right.”

“It does,” said Thorpe nnexpectedly,
“and Pmoglivd of 1L Now, let’s exomine
a few (gures. You ownedd 5,000,000
foet of thuber, which ot the price of
stumpage” (standing trees) “was worth
S10,000."

“Well ¥

“You come out at the end of the gea.
son with three wiltlion and n half of
saw log=z, which with the £1 warth of
logeing added are waorth $21.000."

“Hold on!™ eried Daly. “We puid
Radwny $4L Wo ecould buve done It
ourselves lfor less™

“You conil not have daone it for one
ecent less than four-twenty in that eonn
try."” replied Thorpe, “as an expert will
testify."”

“Why did we give it to Radway ot
four then®"

“You saved the expense of o salaried
overseer and yourselves somse hother,”
replicd Thorpe.  “Radway could do |t
for less hecanse, For soue Strange rea
san which you vourself do not ander-
stond, a johber can always log for less
than o ecampuny.”

“We coubl have done It for fonr” in
gisted Dy stublioraly, “But get on
What ure you dreiving nt? My time's
valoalle™

“Well, pit her ot fonr, then'" agrevd
Tharpe, "That makes your saw logs
worth over S20,006 OF this value Rad
wiy added $15000. You bave appro
printed that much of his without pay
ing him one cent.”

Duly seemed wmwused.  “How  abont
the wmillion and a half feet of ours Le
approprinted ' he asked quietly

“1'm coming in that. Now far your
losses. At the stumpage rate your
million and a half which Radway ‘ap
propriated’ would be only three thou
sand.  But for the sake of argmment
we'll take the actual sum son’d have
recelved for saw logs. Even then the
million nnd a half would only have
heen worth between eight and nine
thousand. Deducting this purely theo-
retical loss Radway bas occasioned
you from the amount he has gained
for you, you are still some four or five
thousand alend of the game, For that
you paid him nothing.'

“That's Radway's loolout.”

“In justice you should pay bim that
amount. e Is n poor man. e has
sunk all he owned in this venture,
gome $12,000, and he has nothing to
live on. Even if you pay bhim five thou.
snmd, he has lost consideraile, while
yon have galned."

“How have we gained by this bit of
philanthropy **

“Recynse yon ariginally paid in eash

for all that thinber on the Stump just
$10.000, amd you get from Radway saw
logs to the value of 3200007 peplied!
Thorpe sharply. “Hesules, vou still
own the million pud & hall which, ir
yon do not care o put them in your
self, you can sell for sometling on the
skids."

“Don't yon know, young man  that
white ping loga on skids will spoil ut-
terly In o sumwower? Worms get into
‘om."

“1 do replied Thorpe, "unless yon
bark them, which process will cost yon
about £1 a thousand. You ean fHuod
any amount of small purchasers at re-
duced price. You can sell them easily
at 83, Thal netg you for your million

it b Lt Lol

“But you have in your hands three

-

COAL! COAL! COAL!

WE ARE EXCLUSIVE AGENTS FOR-

The Genuine

“Niggerhead” Maitland Lum p Coa

- — . . AND —

Victor Lump Coa

And when we say we will give you the Genuine Maitland Coal
WE MEAN IT, and will not substitute some other grade of coal.
Don’t be.fooled in taking something that is claimed to be just as
good, but come and get the Genuine Maitland and Victor Coal.

We also carry a large stock of Grain and Fleld Seeds of all kinds,
also the genuine Piedmont Smithing Coal.

We pay the highest CASH Prices for Hides. Good Wagon Yards and courteous treatment to all.
o COME AND SEE US WHEN IN TOWN. “Gu

GOBER, HUME & KENYON

By W. C. KENYON, Manager.
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