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BALL HIGH SCHOOL.

A PRINCELY ENDOWMENT FOR THE
EDUCATION OF GENERATIONS
OF BOYS AND GIBLS,

——.—

History of the School and Brief Sketeh of
the Noble Philanthropist Who
Founded It.

Worthy of note as the first large
gift to any cause in Texas, a matter of
pride to the citizens of Galveston
a8 the deed of one of those most
thoroughly indentified with the his-
tory and growth of the city, conspi-
cuous as the precursor of the many
other gimilar gifts that have added so
much to the glory and renown of the

Island City, the Ball High school,
upon whose corner stone are the words
“Goorge Ball to the children of Gal-
veston.” should be of interest to all
who honor large hearted liberality and
public spirited munificence,

Scarcely had the second year of
the public school experiment begun
in Galveston in 1881 drawn to a close,
when the community was filled with
astonishment and delight to see in
the News of June 5, 1883, a letter to
the mayvor and city council from Mr,
George Ball, senior member of the
firm of Ball, Hutchings ,& Co., an-
nouncing hig willingness to give $50,-
000 to erect a building for the public
schools of the ecity, conditioned on the
donation by the city of a suitable site,

Mr. Ball asked for one quarter of
block 821, the block bounded by
Winnie, Avenue H, Twenty-first and
Twenty-second streets.  This  was
granted at once and at the request of
the committee on plans afterwards
increaged to the entire south half of
the square. The excellence of this
loeation will be appreciated when it is
stated that within a radivg of one
block are Artillery hall, Turner's hall,
Baptist cliurch, Jewish Synagogue,
Eaton chapel, Trinity Episcopal chureh,
St. Mary’s cathedral, Harmony hall,
Presbyterian church, the ecourthouse
and Tremont hotel. 1t is connected
with all parts of the city by streel card
that pass by the building.

The Llock has been raised about
two feet, nnd bricked in next to the
strect, A handsome coping has been
put on the property line just inside
the sidewnlk. There are openings in
this coping al convenient points  for
entranee into the grounds, The entire
block is owned by the school, although
ag yet only the gouth half has heen
formally decded by the eity author-
ilies.

Two rows of trees are to surround
the block, 8o planted a8 to make a
coverod archway over the sidewnlk,

After making his donation and its
weeptanece by the ¢ity with the appro-
priation of the site just deseribed, Mr,
Ball appointed Mr, Oscar Gareisgen of
the sehool trustees, and Mr, H. Lec
Sellers of the corps of leachiers, as a
committee on plans and architects;
and for a committee on contraets i
construetion, he solected Mesdrs, John
Sealy and W. 1L Sinclair.

GEORUE HALL,

Mr. Ball chose the plan of F. Bau-
man, a Galveston architect, :tlll:ul:g_h
informed by hig committec _Iiml_ it
would cost more than !F:){l,ill}‘l_. T'he
lowest bid was given by the firm of
George Locke & Co,, and was ‘f[ur
$66,000, This was accepted by Mr.
Ball, and work was hegun at once (lm
the building. By October, 1884, t e
puilding was ready for ‘ m-t'upanfc_\
although some work still went on for
the firet few months of its use.

The building faces snu'th and “mmﬁ
quently every room receives theI [;m
breeze direct. Tt is two hundred Ie(_-tl_
from east to west and has a_da-pt‘ ; nt
gixty feet in the wings and ninety fee

i enter, )
m'lt‘;:r; :‘Illl.ill entrance h!lll. fifteen fﬂ"t-
wide, divides the building symmetri-
cally. On the right hand A8 one
enters, is the superintendant’s _of!u-::
and trustees’ room; next to this are
two schiool rooms, nft;t-r \_vlur-h comes
the eastern wing which is the science
room. On the left of the .en:l;in?ac?,
opposite the superentendent’s (:ul u: hm
the library, two sehool ron{nsln d the
wost wing intended for ealisthenics,

gome tile floor crossed, one comes
to the foot of the grand stairway lead-
ing to the second story. To the right
and left is the corridor leading from
the seience room to calisthenics hall
along the full length of the building
with all of the rooms opening into it.
The staircase fifteen feet wide goes to
a landing fifteen feet by ten feet,
where it branches into two parts going
to the right and left, each part ten
feet wide,

In the center of the second floor is
the assembly hall which, with its large
gallery, has accommodation for over a
thousand people. On the rostrum in
& handsome velvet lined niche is the
marble bust of Mr, Ball, given by the
children of Galveston.

desired, A steady stream of warmed
air is entering and the same amount
of air already breathed is leaving each
room all the time.

Built in such a way that each room
receives its share of the never failing
gulf breeze which makes Galveston so
perfect & summer resort, abundantly
supplied with water and gas, perfectly
heated and ventilated, equipped with
all the conveniences suggested by a
long experience in the school room,
the Ball biuilding is on its own account
entitled to the praise it has received
apart from the many causes of a
personal nature making it an object
of interest.

SKETCH OF GRORGE BALL.

Mr. George Ball was born in Sara-

toga county, New York, May 9, 1817,

only two survive—Mrs, J. C. League
and Frank Merriman Ball.

Mr. Ball's birthday, the 9th of May,
has been made a holiday in the city
schools, and on the nightof that,there
i# a celobration in the assembly hall
of tho Ball building, given by the pu-
pils and alumni of the Ball High
school, commemorative of the act of
munificence to which they are in-
debted for their alma mater.

As the years roll on, and many men
now great and prominent have become
mere names on cold marble, thou-
aands of warm hearts will offer up
perennial tributes to him whose gift to
the children has caused to spring up
a harvest of flowers “that neither
blanch in heat nor pine in froat,” but
in ever blooming beauty exhale a
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BALL HIGH

SCHOOIL,

To the east and to the west of th'
hnll there are two sehool rooms and n
large room gimilar to the first floor
arrangements,  Owver the seience room
iz the drawing room and over the
room for calisthenics is the music
room.

There are then, eight school rooms
ench thirty-three by twenty-live feet,
four large rooms for specinl sulijects
ench fifty-four by twenty-five feet, a
library, superintendent’s office  and
the assembly hall,

In each school room are two eclonk
and lint clogets partitioned off next to
the door 20 that a pupil on entering
the room may pass throngh either
eloset and then emerging through an
arched doorway he i3 in the school
room.  In the corridors are wash
basins and conveniences for drinking
supplied with water from two large
tanks, located up among the roof
timbers,  Inaddition to these tanks
there are two cisterns in the basement
of the building,

There are several closets and small
rooms for the supplies of the school,
and for the superintendent to  keep
his general stock of supplies.

The halls and corridors have tile
floors ; the steps in front and the two
sets of steps in the rear of the building,
eich set twenty feet wide, are of stone,
There are two fire-proof stairways on
the outside for safety in case of fire,

After Mr. Ball’s death, his family
desiring to earry oul what they knew
tir he his intentions, decided to furnizh
the building; and to this emd Mr.
Sellers, principal of the school for
which the building was built, was
authorized to buy the necessary fur-
niture and equipments to the extent
of $10,000, With this in view, he
spent the summer of 1884 among the
fuctories and ware houses of the north,
chooging what was found satisfactory
and having much made wslnn'iullz for
the Ball building,

In all the rooms there is an abun-
dance of blackboarid surface, the lower
edge of ench board being  brought
forward sufficiently to give it such a
slant as to make its use easier for
teacher and pupils. In each school
room there i8 a book cage for the
books of reference required by the
clags, Each class is encouraged to
collect ita own library of literatare
and to make a cabinet of objects of
interest.

The furniture is of several makes
and is all very handsome and in
thorough keeping with the building.
In the science room and in the library
are handsome cherry casesa made
especially for the rooms named. There
are no platforms for teachers to
stumble over, nor teachers’ desks that
suggest a state of seige by the formil-
able barrier they interpose between
the teacher and the class; but esch
teacher has a table two by seven with
drawers and a rotating office chair,

The Ruttan system of warm air
furnaces is in use for heating and ven-
tilating the building. By this method
the building is continually flooded
with air as fresh and pure as it is out
of doors and as warm as may be

At tho age of 12 he went to Albany to
become n member of the family of his
uncle, Mr, Hoyt, a silversmith and
jeweler, a man of high character and
fine business habits, whose good
example and wholesoma pracepts did
much to form the character of his
nephew.

After attaining his majority, Mr.
George  Ball  traveléd  extensively
through the western and southern
stutes looking for a business location,
He reached Bhreveport in 1838 and
settled temporarily there, but heand
so much of Texns that he decided to
mule his home in the then young
republic without a visit of inspection,

He returned to New York, formed a
partership with his brothgr Allert,
provided himself with the material
for building o small business honse,
secured a stock of general merchan-
dige suited to the market, nnd arrived
in Galveston during the epidemic of
1839, Undeterred by the pestilence
and the congegquent prostration of bhus-
iness, he built his house and began
busginess om Tremont street] between
Murket and Mechanie.

uniting Messrs. J. H. Hutchings and
John Sealy with Mr. George Ball—a
firm that, with the aceession of Mr.
Geo. Sealy, has continued to do o lead-
ing business ever since. It kept its
doors open and paid all demands on it
during the genernl panie and bank

fragrance of gratitude and affection,

My, Ball did not live to see the com-
pletion of his work. He was unable
to be progent at the laying of the
corner stone, and the first story wns
gearcely finished in time to be draped
for hig funeral.

He died on March 13, 1884, The
Galveston News of Mareh 156 said @ “In
all the history of Gulveston there has
never 1“ 6n n moro I"[l!)l'lllll'l(‘ﬂ“ﬂ l"]ll
fervent manifestation of sorrow ot the
death of & member of the commimity
than that which was given  yesterday
upon the funeral of Mr. George Ball.
The city wore a Sunday-like appear-
ance, and except that the scoros of Hags
that were at half-mnast told their own
story of the sorrow of the connmunity,

dered at the general quiet that pre-
vailed."”

The Opera Glags of the same date,
s :

“It seemed that every one was act-

uated hy a generons impulse Lo atlend
the last sad rites of the noble man who
had done s0 mueh to merit the love

[and affection of the people.”

In 1854 the famous house of Ball,| “Although Mr, Ball was not a member
Hutchings & Co. was established by of any organization, his remuins were

followed to their lnst resting place hy
various lahor and benevolent societics,
to the number of some 7000 men, Al-
most every carringe and vehiele in the
city appeared in the funeral proces-
gion. Along the line of march the
sidewnlks were thronged with people,

suspension of 1873, and Mr. Ball after- | and at the cemefery there wag o great

wards declared that no
logs would have
cloge their doors,

Though n strictly businegs man and
stipposed to look mainly to profitable
results, he loved a good name better
than riches, and would have preferred
any pecuniary loss to a tarnished
reputation or any violence to Inos own
conscience,

As aman of business he was e
methodical and regular as a machioe.
His manner, firm and positive, some-
times suggested brusqueness, but
always wns frank and honest. His
“yes” meant “yos” and his “no” meant
“no”—a very rare virtue in these daye
of subterfuge and commercial chi-
canery,

Throughout his eareer he seemed to
beson the lookout for deserving young
men, who, by a little support in
eritical times, coukl be helped over the
ghoals of bankruptey.

Where he found ability and hon-
esty he was ever ready to help.

He had such a strong aversion to
display and noteriety and especially
to any publizity for his acts of charity
that few people had any idea¥ of what
a royal giver he was.

He left $50,000 for a fund, the in-
terest of which is to supply the im-
medinte necessities of the poor, re-
gardless of age, sex, coler or religion.

This, with the $70,000 put into the
Ball building, makes $120900, the
$10.000 for the furniture given by the
family making a total of $130,000,

In 1843, Mr. Ball was married in
Galveston to Mise Sarah  Catherine

indoced them to

Perry. Of gix children born o them

progpect of | concourse in addition to those inline.”

The procession turned out of Broad-
way in order to pass by the partly fin-
ished building which was appropriately
deaped in mourning, and with all of
the bells tolling and preceded by the
working men, whose friend he wasg, his
remaing were taken to their last rest-
ing plrce.

Volumes could be filled with the
many flattering outbursts of praise
that began with the knowledge of Mr,
Ball's donation, and have continued
ever gince.  In o community that was
looked upon as nothing if nol merce-
nary, ene man did a noble and unselfish
act, dntd at once his praises filled the
mouths of all, and today Galveston
boasts of (wéather monumental build-
ings—the John Sealy Hospital and the
Henry Rosenberg Behool, costing about
#75,000 each, and the end is not yot.

LAWRENCE'S
BUSINESS
COLLEGE.

This sterling institution’ is in its
16th year without any vacation in
either day or night classes, It is new-
Iy equipped throughout afid affords
the finest, best arranged, and most
complete facilities of any college in
the Bouth. Experienced and highly
competent faculty, Theusands of

uates, successful in  business,
us been awarded forty-five gold med-

als, souvenirs and diplom#s. Bend tb
E. B. Lawrence, principal, Dallas,
Texas, for fine illustrated 32-columt

journal, free to any

a comer to the city would have won-|

ST. MARY'S ACADEMY.

CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF THE
HOLY CROBS-FOUNDED 1883,
CHARTERED 1880,

An Institution Where Young Ladies Re-
ceive & Thorongh Moral, Mental
and Physical Training.

8t. Mary's Academy was founded in
1878. by a little band of the Bisters of
the Holy Cross, sent out at the re-
quest of some of the people of Austin
from the long established and famous
school of their order at St. Mary's,
Notre Dame, Ind. !

Its beginnings were small and un-
pretentious, as befitted a new school
in a town of a few thousand inhabi-
tants, just rejoicing in the recent ac-
quisition of its first railroad, and
where the field was already occupied
by rivals of no mean atiainments,
But the principles ﬁhat guided ite
founders were as intélligent and far-
seeing a8 those that prevailed at the
widely known and prosperous “Mother
House" from which they bhad come,
and, under guch circymstances, the
success of the little school was a fore-
gone conclusion,

Through the wise management of
that masterful and intelligent woman,
the beloved, lamented Sister Mildred,
aided by her little band of devoted as-
sistants, the new academy grew in
reputation and, a8 a consequence, in
numbers, until the house which they
had secured at the opening of their
undertaking proved, in spite of re-
peated additions, too small to accom-
modate the requirements of the rap-
idly growing school, and in 1885 a
new and much larger building was
erected on the most desirable and
suitible spot the city afforded—
the block of ground set apart for the
president of the republic of Texas
when Austin was surveyed in 1838,

The historie little white, frame cot-
tage that had done duty in those
early days us the executive mansion,
was torn down, and in & few months
there rose in its stead the wbiposing
slone structure now known s St
Mary's Academy,

The beautiful hill vpon which it
stands, lifts it above the level of the
wdjacent housetops, so that the win-
dows of the Academy command an
unobstructed view of the city, the
river and the hills beyond ; and through
its bright, roomy apartments and its
long corridors the gl breeze from
the south sweeps without hindrance,

The building is a plain masgive edi-
fice, fonr stories high, construoted of
the white limestone found in the vi-
cinity of Austin, The block of ground
surrounding it is artistioally laid out,
a green lawn gently sloping toward
the main entrance, a thicket of vines
ad treex oflfering seclusion and shule
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healthful, every condition being fa

able, the 'u‘:kr’ of educal the I
women of our state goes B
successfully on, and the sphere of |

fulness which St. Mary's Academ
Lgu ch

chosen for herseli en

year, until she numbers her
now from every section of the s
and oce y also from the sta

ba%nd.
e ourricnlum includes all the
branches considered necessary in &
thorough literary and scientific sourss,
In adtlit-‘i:{m ul; tl(;onﬂlhem are de-
partments of musie, dra Wil : |
and elocution, omamnm?m,- H
physical culture and domestic econ=
omy.
Attention is given to such br 8
of & business training as are
ered practical and useful in &
arranged exclusively for girls,
eum];le, typewriting, book
eto, It seems to be the aim o 8
Mary’s to include in its varied list of
studies and occupationssomething that
shull address itself to every side of the
student’s nature—to the mental, the
moral, the esthetic, the physical. Its .
graduates come forth from the ploass
ant seclusion of their Alma Mater pre-
pared to be self-helpful, if need be, in
that bitter struozgle for existence inta
which our modern civilization drags
even young and tender women, coms
petent to fulfill the more congenial
duties of homa life, and at the dame
time hn'rpily not lacking in that
grace and charm of manner and bear~
ing which the social world demands.
But, undoubtedly, the highest value
attached to the training which schools
such as St. Mary's emy give, is ko
be found in the edrnestness of purpose
and devotion to duty which is neces- |
warily stamped upon the character of
those young souls who are thus ]
brought iuto hourly t.‘(mlrtwtn.P th
L
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women like their teachers,
conce}m'onn of life must “m“m
arise from continual associntion AT
those who, utterly forgetful of self,
live but at the beck and call of needy,
suffering, or even vicious humanity,
The teachers at 8t. Mary's scademy
have been ripened for their work by
years of experience, by the traditiong
of their Order, gathered during goner-
ations of study and experiment ?:.t:z i
educationnl fields of both Euro ' R
America, and by the ulhro{:mm. !
stances of their mode of life, w
would seem to offer the most favorss g
ble conditions for the evolution of the
idenl teacher. i
The school is genamualznm' w
with apparatus for use in the primary
and scientific departments, and wit
many of the latest educationsl applis .
ances.  The students have nceess to s
carefully gelected library, and are en-
couraged to read under ghe guidance
of their teachers, : I
Austin is justly prond of 8t, M :
neademy and ranks it among the firef
of her institutions for the education

.
toate L

on one side, a vine-clothed srbor on
another, a fountain bubbling amidst
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of women, in proof of which her citis
zeng hnve from the first given it theie

I
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APADEMY,

rocks and ferng at one corner, flowers
I:laominlg in the borders of the en-
closure in masses on the lawn, climb.
ing over balustrades and trellises, and
filling in fact every nvailable spot with
their bloom. The interior in finished
in light native woods throughout,
The roomsare spacious, with high
cellings and many large windows,
Everywhere within and without an
air of brightness, simplicity, tasteful-
ness and the most shining cleanliness
prevails. The sisters teach by exam-
ple, no less than by precept, that
“cleanliness is next to godlinsss,”
Their house is a beautiful and con-
tinual object lesson in good house-
keeping. The floors are polished like
mirrors, The window panes have a
brilliancy seen nowhere else, pstairs
in the breezy, sunny dormitories little
beds as pure as new-fallen snow stand
in lovely little white-curtained alcoves,
Even study halls and class rooms pre-

#ent an unvarying
neatness which seem to hint that here

the menuil. of knowledge goes on un-
xeeptionally calm and untroubled
auspices.
It goes without saying that the stu-
dents who spend the formative years

of girlhood here must develop uncon-
seiously and without offort
lent housewives.

In this abode, so

aspect of order and | huildin

earnest support. It is likewise
al.-l'f known throughout the
and breadth of the state, and
year soes a steadily ine nu
of students applying for adm
'I'hq number enrolled during the se
hshcyenollsas-ﬂwuﬁs',d vk
181 were from the city and 08
the state at 1 and nef

states, Already the new quar
gin to be uncomfortably cr

the sisters are planning exte 2
ditions to their building in the

future,
. ﬂ%;id?ﬂr th“iy institution lag
ant career m 1 ;
for the reason that circumstance
m“f'h ita

ful, so simple and cle
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