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the Mountain Sides anA
Threatening Inhabitants

t Its Base

Catania July 11 The terror ot

the people living in the vicinity of
inJIuUiitEtna is increasing couse

Iqnewce renewed violence of the

eroptioua from the different craters

of the volcano and the prolonged

jjiibterraneau rumblings more and

irequent The poorer inhabitants
ofNicolo8i who have beau driven

frum their customary field work by

theadvanoe of the lava are being

supplied with free bread and soup

The houses of the town were se¬

verely ehakan laat night many

windows being shattered
The accounts telegraphed from

Italy meagre as they are show

hat the people dwelling arouud
ahuut the volcano of Mount Etna
we in the face of a calamity like

that which befell the entire district
in the year iuvhich the chaiued

rjmt imprisoned in the famous
vilcano last attempted to find rel-

ease

¬

and in his anger poured oat
flood ol ire over the vineyards
olive groves burying the homes of
twine thousands of people Furtu
nntely the cnlamity of L86 was
lii t ho grout as with previous erup-
ting

¬

especially that of 1869 wheu-

if wo are to believe in the accuracy
uf the curious lrue t in the Cathed-

ral
¬

of Catania which represents
lilood red streamers of luva des
c tiding from faute Rossi the city
of Catania was overwhelmed

A population of 300000 persons
dwell on the mountain elopes

around about Etna There are two
cities Cautania and Aei Reaie and
sixty three towns or villages The
whole district is more thickly po-

pulated

¬

than any other part of Sicil-

y
¬

or Italy for while the populat-

ion

¬

of Italy per square kilometer
90 and of Sicily 88 that of the

habitable zone around Etna is 550
The fertility ot the soil caused by
the deeoraposed lava attracts thia-

wgsof population The vine
flourishes and the soil giveB abnn-

daneeof corn olives pistachio
nuts mulberriea oranges lemons

and other trait treea This
cultivated zone may be described
as the outer one arouud the base of-

tb mountains
An inner zone is the wooded

belt which extends to a height of-

ome 6000 feet the heght of the
water cone itself being over 10000
There are fourteen separate forests
hi the Etna region Borne abound
tng with oak beech pine and pop
jar and others with cheBtout
ilex and cork trees The celebrated
cKe tnut Castagno di Cento Oa-
valli one of the largest and oldest
tees iu theworld is in the forest
tfCarpmetto five miles above
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complete desert of black sand J pasao threatening especially the

scoriae ashes and masses of ejected >st n med plaee so that the in

lava and extendB for about a mil1 habitants loaded their worldly pos ¬

sessions on hand cars and on the
backs of mules and sought refuge
in flight Troops were sent from
Catania to render assistance to the
people and the archbishop and the
burgomaster of Catania also hasten-

ed

¬

to the scene of threatened
danger to comfort and aid the
affrighted people as much as lay in

their power
MANY 3TKW CHATKR-

BOn May 20 it was learned that
altogether eleven new craters had

been formed three of which in the
valley between Mont Crroeso and
Monte Negro vomited forth great
quantities of lava and ashes The

streams of glowing lava were in

some places 200 meters brond and

descended with relentless force In
places the stream would divide into
several smaller streams and would

take an altogether unexpected dir¬

ection Then these would come

together again and by sheer weight
of lava take on iucreased speed

On May 20 the little village of-

Gnardiola was overwhelmed by a

lava stream within the space of a-

lew hours
The City of Nicolosi which was

most threatened at the time is a

pleasant place ot 27000 inhabitnnte
and known to all travelers iu Sicily

as the headqnarters for the Etna

journey It has been destroyed

three times by the eruption of
Mount Etna namclr in the year
1537 1633 nd 1669 The lava

streams of 1669 are still to be seen

spread ovei immenne space south-

ward

¬

of Nicolosi marking the

raves of many thousands of peo ¬

ple who were overwhelmed at the

time But it needed only a few

yeai s before the people returned to

the valleyp where flourishing gar-

dens

¬

of tropical fruitfulne8s 60on

rose up agaiu on the old lava beds

HICOLOSI THREATENED

On the evening of May 20

1886 the lava stream was only

three miles distant from Nicolosi

and five and half from Belpaeso
On the following morning the mol-

ten

¬

stream had devoured a portion

of the vineyards and olive groves

On the 21st the river of fire had

approached still nearer to the sp-

parently doomed towns when a-

new molten stream broke forth
from the southern declivity of Et¬

na and pressed down toward the
two places On May 2 the crater
again assigned greater activity
and the main body ot the lava

stream grew more rapid in its ad ¬

vance
Pay and night weeping wailing

and praying the people of Nicolosi
wandered in procession with their
sacred picture hoping thereby to-

ward off the final calamity Images
of the Virgin were affixed to the
doors of the bouses and ohnrehes
and when the anguish of the poor
people had become extreme the
veil of St Agatha which was Bup
posed to have saved the people of-

Catania in the year 1669 was at
the request of the archbishop sent
from that city to Nicolosi where
it was welcomed with great enthu

and a half nrouud the central erae-

ter In autumn summer and spring
this portion is covered with snow
some of which iu the deep ravines
is eternal

THE MINOS CRATEK-

9A remarkable feature of Etna is
the large number of minor cones
scattered over its sides some of
them being of very large dimen-

sions

¬

The great crater of Etna
itself is a vast abyss of nearly 1000
feet iu depth shut in by precipi-

tous

¬

walla It varies in width but
is between two and three miles in-

circumfereuce Sometimes it is

nearly full of lava sometimes it
appears bottomless There is a

general similarity in all oi Etnas
eruptions Earthquakes precede
the outburst loud explosion are
heard rifts open in the side of the
mountain smoke sand ashes and

8coriaa are discharged cinders are

thrown out and accumulate around

the crater iu a conical form ulti-

mately
¬

lava rises through the new

cone frequently breaking down

one side of it whtre there is least

rebistance and flowing over the
snrrounding country just au is the

case today
THK CALAMITY OF 1886-

In May 1886 Etna had one of
its worst periods of eruptions They
had been preceded by earthqnakeV-

ami the formation f new craters
Every year alter 1SS3 new open-

ings

¬

had been made which disgorg-

ed

¬

mclten streams of lava that
spread down over the plain with

unrelenting enrenes overwhelming
tields and vineyards gardens and

peasant farms and leaving once
flourishing villages m ruins In
July 18S5 the crater on the sum-

mit

¬

sent foith from time to time

vaet volumes of dense smoke and

ashes and violent earthquakes were
felt on September 25 and 26 espe ¬

cially in and near the town of Ni¬

colosi

Then the volcano took a rest un-

til

¬

May farana and Catania These
earth tremblings began at 11-

oclock in the morning lasted all

day and during the night flames

and streams of lava broke forth and

earthquakes of great violence sent

terror to the hearts of the people

especially those dwelling on the

southern side of the mountain

Abont 2 oclock on the morning

May 19 an eruption of of molten

lava broke forth from the central

crater and simultaneously a stream

poured from a new crater on Monte

Grosao closo by the Monte Princi ¬

pe di Napoli which had been

formed by the eruption of 1883

This was about five and a half miles

northward from Nicolosi The

lava stream which emerged from

the crater wilh vast development

of steam aud accompaniment of-

subteraneau rambling noises and

earthquakes moved down the

mountain aide in two arms separat-

ed

¬

100 feet from each other with
Gfcrre on the east side of tha a speed of sixtyfour feet and in

utaiu The region beyond U the direction of Nicolosi and Sel
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