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Ly 0 FLAMINC
O THE WORST YOLCANDES
THE WORLD.

en Lave Pouring Down
the Jountais HSides ang

TAreatening Inhabitanis
at Iis Base.

—

Cstanis, July 11.—-The terror of
he people living in tl:.m vi.cinity of
uut Etna is inerensing in couse-
B ueuce of renewed violenee of the
Herapiious from the different craters
B the voleuno and the prolonged
Bibterranenu rumblings more and
mrequent, The peorer inhubitants
of Nicolosi, who lhave been driven
frum their castomary field work by
Hihe sdvance of the luva, are being
supplied with Eree oresd and soup.
The houses of the town were se¢-
verely shaken last unight. wmany
windows being shattered.

8 The sccounts telegraphed from
Bluly, weagre 38 they sre, show
Bthat the pevple dwelling  around
il hout the volesno of Mount Etna
Burein the fuce of & calumiry like
Wtiat which befell the entire district
in the year in vhich the *‘chained
Bgaunt” impriconed in  the famous
volcano lust attempted to find re-
Jease and, iu his wnger, poured oat
floods of fire over the  vineyards
olive groves, burying the homes of
sone thousands of people. Fortu -
utely the enlumity  of 1886 was
1ot 80 great us with previous erup-
tiong, especialiy that of 1869, wheu
if we are to believe in the accuracy
uf the enrious fremeo in the Cnthe-

dral of Catania, whick represents
blood red wrreamers of luva des-
¢ nding from Maute Rossi, the city
of Catunin wus overwhelmed.
A population of 300,000 persons
dwell on the wmountain  elopes
§sronnd aboat Etan, There are two
A cities, Cantania aad Aci Resle, and
§ sixty three towus or villages. The
A whole district is more thickly po-
pulsted thau any other part of Sici-
4 Ivor Ituly, for, while the popula-
{§ tion of [tuly per square kiloweter
290, and of Sicily 88, that of the
| habitable zone around Etns is 550.
{ The fertility of the soil, ceused by
the deeoraposed luva, sttracts this
excess of population, The wine
fourighes and the soil gives abun-
dance of eorn, olives, pistachio
| ", muiberries, oranges, lemons,
figeand other fruit trees. Thue
| @iltivated zone may be described
§ ™ theouter one around the base of
4 the mountuins.
Avinner zone is the wooded
| belt, which extends to a height of
fome 6000 feet, the he'ght of the
erater cone itself being over 10,000
are fourteen sepsrate forests
4 iv the Etna region, some abound-
¥ ing with oak, beech, pine and pop -
lar, and othors with chestuut,
Hexand cork troes. The celebrated
d‘ﬂ.ﬁmt-—(}uhkno di Ceato Ca-
“lli—one of the largest and oldest
Wrees in the world, isin the forest
fCarpinetto, five tniles sbove

|

complete desert of black sand,

lava, and extends for about = mil-

and a half nround the central crae

‘paaao, threatening espeeially the
scoriae, ashies und massesof cjected  firet usned place, so that the in-)

habitants loaded their worldly pos-
sessions on hand cars and on the

ter. In autumn, summer and spring | bucks of mules snd sought refuge

. . . . |
this portion is covered with snow,
some of which in the deep ravines, ':

is eternal,
THE MINOR CRATERS

A remuarkable festare of Etna is
the large number of wminor cones
scattered over ite sides, some of
them being of very large dimen-
sions. The great crater of Etna
itself is & vast abyss of nearly 1000
feet in depth, shut in by precipi-
tous wulle, It varies in width, but
is between two snd three miles in
cireumference. Sowetimes it is
nearly full of lava, sometimes it
appears bottowmless. There ia a
general similurity in all of Etna's
eruptions. Earthquakes precede
the outhurst, lond explosion are
heurd, rifts open in the side of the
wiountain, smoke, sand, ashes and
scorigs wre discharged, cinders are
thrown out and accumulate aronnd
the crater in & conical form, ulti-
mutely Juva riges through the new
eone, frequently bresking down
oue side ot it where there is leust
resistance, and flowing over the
sarrounding country just aw is the
edse to-day.

TEE CALAMITY or 18886.

In May, 18586, Etna had one of
ita worst periods of eraptions. They
had been preceded by earthquakes
and the formmation of new ecraters.
Every year aiter 1883, new open-
itgs had been ninde, which disgorg-
ed mclten streams of lava that
sprend down over the plain with
unrelenting enreness, overwhelming
tields and vineyards, gardens and

peasant farma and leaving  onee
flonrishing villages in rnins.  In

July, 1885, the crater on the sum-
mit sent furth from timeto time
vaet volumes of dense smoke and
aehies and violent earthquukes were
felt on Scptewber 28 und 26 espe-
cinlly in and near the town of Ni-
eoloxi.

Then the voleano took a rest un-
til May, farana and Catania. These
earth tremblings began at 11
o'clock in the morning, lasted all
dey, and during the night flames
and streams of lava broke forth and
earthgunkes of great violence sent
terror to the hearts of the people,
especially those dwelling on the
touthern side of the mountaia.

Abont 2 o’clock on the morning
May 19 an eraption of of molten
lava broke forth from the central
erater, and simultaneounsly a efream
poured from & new crater on Monte
Grosso, close by the Monte Princi-
pe di Napoli, which had been
formed by the eruption of 1883
This was about five and a half miles
porthward from Nicolosi. The
lava streatn which emerged from
the crater wilh vast development
of steam aud accompsniment of
gubteranean rumbling noises snd
earthquskes, moved down the
mountsin side in two arms separat-
ed 160 feet from each other with

Gi"'s on the east side of tho'a speed of sixty-four feet and in
Soutaiv. The region beyoud ie 3

the diregtiou of Nigolosi sad Bel-

in flight. Troops were sent from
Catania to render assistanee to the
people, and the archbishop and tue
burgomaster of Catania slso hasten-
edto the seene of threatened
danger to eomfort snd aid the
affrighted people as much a8 lay in
their power.
MANY NEW CHATERS.

On May 20 it was learned that
altogether eleven new craters had
been formed. three of which, in the
valley between Mont Groseo and
Monte Negro, vounted forth great
quantities of lava and ashes. The
streams of glowing lava were in
gome places 200 meters brond and
descended with relentless force. In
places the stream would divide into
several swaller streams and would
take an altogether unexpected dir-
ection, Then these would come
together sgain and by sheer weight
of lava tuke on increased speed
Oun Mawy 20 the little village of
Guardiola was overwhelmed by a
lava stream within the space of a
tew honrs.

The City of Nicolosi, which was
most threatvned at the time, is a
pleasant place ot 27,000 inhubitante
and known to all travelers in Sicily
asthe hesdgnarters for the Etna
ioprney. It has been destroyed
three times by the eruption of
M.unt Etna—namelr, in the year
1537, 1633 «nd 1669. The Iava
streams of 1669 are still to be seen
spread over immenwse space south-
ward of Nicolosi, marking the

'graves of many thouswnds of peo-

ple who were overwhelined at the
time. But it needed only a few
yeats before the people returned to
the valleye, where flourishing gar-
dens of tropical fruitfulness soon
rose up agsin on the old lava bads.
NICOLOSI THREATENED.

On the evening of May 20,
1886, the lava stream was only
three miles distant from Nicolosi

and five and a half from DBelpasso.
On the following morning the mol-
ten stream had devoured a portion

of the vineyards and olive groves.
On the 21st the river of fire had
approached still nearer to the sp-.
parently doomed towns, when a
new molten stream broke forth
from the southern declivity of Et-
na, and pressed down toward the
two places. On May 24 the crater
again sesigned greater activity,
and the main bedy ot the lava
stream grew more rapid in its ad-

vance.

Day and night, weeping, wsiling
and praying the people of Nicolosi
wandered in procession with their
sacred pictures, hoping thereby to
ward off the final calamity, |
of the Virgin were affixed to the
doors of the houses and ohurshes,
and when the snguish of the poor
people had become extreme the
veil of St. Agaths, which was sup
posed to have saved the people of
Catania in the year 1669, was, at
the request of the archbishop, sent
from thatcity to Nicolosi, where
it was welecomed with great enthu-
sissm by the people and solemaly

(exhibited iu the church.
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