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WOMAN'S RIGHT TO PREACH.

"Following is the full text of a ser-

mon preached in the Presbyterian
Church at McMinnville, Tenn., on

Tuesday, May 11th, by Rev. F. L.
Leeper:

. 1 Cor. 14:31-4- 0; 1 Tim. 2: 11-1- 5.

The question of woman's place in
society, and the limit of her sphere
of actions, Is one of the living ques-

tions of our day. Standing today
in my place a9 an ambassador for
Christ, I have nothing to do with the
many phases of this question that re-

late to the social and political sides
of life. Whether women shall be
voters, office-holder- s in the State,
lecturers, or leaders in the great social
or moral reformations of the day, are
questions upon which I may have
my opinion, and in common with all
other men, upon proper occasions
and in proper places, may freely ex-

press those opinions. But as preacher,
I have nothing to do with them.
When I enter the pulpit, my own in-

dividual manhood, with its rights,
must be put aside, and I must re-

member that here I personify the
Lord's Christ, and am to speak only
the things he hath commanded rae to
speak. Where the Lord hath spoken
I am to speak, when He shut3 Ills
mouth I am to shut mine. I am
therefore today limited by my very
position to the discussion of but one
phase of this question, that is, wo-

man's right to hold office in the
Church of Christ. But before enter-

ing upon the discussion of even this
question there are certain preliminary
principles to be settled, if the discus-

sion is to be wise or profitable.
1. We must always remember that

the Church is a peculiar institution in
this world. Amid all the various or-

ganizations among men, there is none
like unto her. She was born in God's
great purpose of redeeming mercy,
called into being by the voice of His
saving love, anil made a living, work-

ing agent in the world by His regen-

erating Spirit. She was bound up
therefore in her life, not in God's
general benevolence to men, but in
the one purpose to save men, and to
save through a regenerating power of

the Spirit and faith in the crucified
Christ. Her one mission in the
world is to seek the lost, and to bring
them to Jesus, the one Saviour, that
they may be saved. As a part of the
machinery called into being by God's
plan of saving mercy, she is purely
the creature of His word of grace, To
her therefore the Scriptures are the
lundamental cause of her being, and
rule of life. True, in a sense, the
church is a voluntary society; that is

no one may be forced into her fold
Every one is free to elect whether he
in common with all other citizens,
then the last Constitutional enact-

ment would of necessity annul the
former.

In coming to the study of the New
Testament, which is the last utter
ance to the Church of the will of her
King, we meet with a strong fact
upon the very threshhold. We find
that there were women who left
home, kindred and friends, and went
constantly with Jesus in His Minis
try. These women devoted them
selves and their substance entirely to
His service. They were constant
attendants upon his Ministry and
were as wen quaiineu to preacn as
any of His disciples, yet He never
sent one of them out to preach, but
choose His apostles entirely from
among the men. See Luke 8: 1- -3.

Now I am aware that if under the
Old Testament woman were preach
ers, then the mere absence or any
mention of women as preachers
under the New leaves the Old Testa
ment provision in full force. The
authority of the Old Testament is di
rect and positive, and unless a provis
ion or command in it is anulled by i
possitive command from the Lord,
then it abides today as the law of
Christ, of equal force and authority
with any word in the New Testament
I simply say that the fact that Jesus
having around Him such noble wo
men to nave chosen lrom, never in
Ilia Ministry either before or after
His resurrection should have chosen
one of these women and commission
ed her to preach, is a very strange
fact, if it were His will that they
should be preachers. In the Acts of
the Apostles we have the history of
the organization of the Church into
the New Testament form. Many
sermons are recorded, histories of
the organization of Churches in va
nous places, anu unuer a great vane
ty of circumstances, and yet there is
no record of any woman ever having
been ordained or of one having
preached. Yet there are in those
verv Scriptures mention made of
women of Grandest characters, most
nlfted intellect, and noblest lives
women who can compare in every

respect with even the best and
nobjest women of our own day.
There was in the New Testament
Church no poverty of material to
have made the very grandest of
women preachers out of, had the
Lord so willed. Lydias whose
hearts the Lord himself opened to re-

ceive the word. Priscillas compe-
tent to teach even an eloquent ApoN
los, of whom the Spirit said, "he was
mighty in the Scriptures." And
Dorcases, women of noble deeds,
whose names will abide in the
Church a savor of grace untp the
end. Yet none were ever set apart
to preach or rule in the Church. I
naytheieare strange things if the
Lord had intended women to occupy
these positions in the Church. Now
let us turn to the 14th chapter of 1st

Corinthians. Here we find an inspir-

ed directory of worship, and so far as
I can find it is the only one in the
Scripture. It covers every part of
worship and gives instruction as to
the manner of conducting, it and the
Spirit in which it is to be done.

1. The preaching must be in the
language of the people addressed and
not in an unknown tongue. Even if
a man have a revelation from God in
a tongue unknown to the people, and
there be no one present to interpret,
then he must keep silent. The preach-
ing must be for edification of the
hearers.

2. The prayers must be in the
tongue of the people,and not in an un-

known tongue, so that every one
could say Amen to the prayer.

3. The singing must be of such a
nature that all could join in it with
the Spirit and with the understand-
ing.

4. There must bo order in the wor
ship, no two allowed to speak at the
same time.

o. The services must be conducted
by men and not by women. Now of
this last provision we are told that it
was of mere local application, to meet
peculiar conditions of society there,
and is therefore not binding now. If
this be true of the one part then it
must be true of the whole. But the
chapter treats of the worship of the
church which was not peculiar to
Corinth nor that age, but is univer
sal. Upon those who claim that it
was of local application only rests the
burden of proof. They ask the
Church to reconstruct her interpreta
tion of the Word, and change her
practice. To them belongs the duty
to show that the Church has misin
terpreted the Word. This proof must
be drawn from the Word itself, and
not lrom outside sources, ihere are
passages in the Word that are of local
and temporary application but these
passages carry upon their face, or in
the context, evidence of this fact.
But there are no such evidences of
local application in the 11th chapter
of 1st Corinthians, and we may not
go outside of the Word itself for
them.

The Holy Spirit repeats the prohi
bition to women to hold oilice in the
Church in 1 Timothy 2: 11-- 12. There
He also gives the reasons for that pro
hibition.

1. Because in the order ol creation
the man was first formed, then the
woman.

2. Because in the order of the trans
gression the woman was first deceiv
ed,and then deceived the man.

These are grounds of both prepetual
and universal application. Therefore
the prohibition based upon them is of
perpetual and universal application.
will join the Church or not. But
having joined, each makes a complete
surrender to Christ as the absolute
and unconditional King over the
Church. All sovereign power is in
Christ Jesus, and the people can
exercise only such rights as Christ
grants unto them. The Bible is to
the church then its Constitutional
Law, that is the will, of the Sovereign
power as to the nature, ends, faith
and government of the church. You
all know that the difference between
Constitutional and Statuatory Ijaw is
fundamental. Constitutional Law can
only be enacted abrogated,or amended
by the Sovereign power. Statuatory
Law may be enacted by Legislative
bodies created for that purpose by
the Constitution and for the purposes
specified by the Constitution. In
this country, the Sovereign power is
in the people, therefore only the peo
pie by their votes can make or alter
the Constitution. In the Church the
Sovereign power is in Christ Jesus
therefore only He can.make or alter
Constitutional Law in the Church
The Bible is His law. To it there
lore the Church must conform in he
faith, government and practice. She
has no right to cross a t or dot an
where Christ has not crossed or dotted
them. Iler one and only work is to
interpret that word just as it is, am
do according to itscommands. Every

effort of the Church to better organi-
zation, or to increase her influence by
any departure from the pure Word of
God, no matter how plausible her
reasoning, is a setting up of himself
as Sovereign against Christ.her right-
ful Lord and King.

. You will see at once that if this be
true, then the question ol the equality
of the sexes, or the inferiority of the
one to the other in all mental,
spiritual, or physical gifts has nothing
under the sun to do with the question.
I believe that there is a much closer
equality between the two than is
usually supposed. Some women do
far excell some men in all natural
giftsand in all spiritual graces, and
upon the mere plain of reason would
make far better preachers. On the
other hand some men far excell some
women In all gifts of nature and
grace. Which sex has the larger
number of these that excell is a ques
tion that can never be 6ettled, be-

cause the statistics can never be gath-
ered. The question before us does
not require the settlement of any such
problem, but is simply a question of
official inferiority as settled by the
aw of the King. ,.

There is a wide difference between
natural and official superiority and
inferiority. I suppose that there has
never been a time when in these
United States there have not been
many private citizens who were in-

tellectually and morally superior to
he man who occupied the Presiden

tial chair, yet they were all officially
his Inferiors. I may say without
much self praise in the saying of it,
that I know myself to be in every
way superior to some who sit in our
Legislature and make laws for my
government, yet I am officially their
inferiors. Subject to their .will,
expressed in laws. So the question
here is not whether woman be by
nature man's inferior, but has the
King, in the law given to his Church,
assigned her a place that puts her in
an officially inferior place and makes
her subject, or has He by His law
excluded her from official positions
in His Church?

2. I have patiently searched the
Scripture in iny study of this subject,
and l nave not been able to find a
single case in Scripture of a woman's
ever having preached, that is, of her
having been sent by God to deliver
a message from Him to a promiscuous
assembly of people. I do not affirm
that there is no such case recorded,
but that after patient search I have
failed to find one.

Certainly there were prophetesses
in the Old Testament times, but
could find no recorded instance "of

their having been sent to deliver
public message'to a public assembly.
Any one who received a divinely
revealed message from God, was
prophet, whether the message was to
one man or to many. Miriam was
prophetess inspired to sing in trium-
phant song God's wonderful deliver
ance of His people, but even there she
and the maidens went out from the
camp, away from the men tosing and
to dance. See Exodus 1": 20-- 21 , com
pared with Judges 21: 20-2-2. Debo
rah was a prophetess, yet her incs
sage was to one man, JJorak, nor is
there any recorded evidence of her
having received any other, or of her
ever having delivered any of any
kind to a public assembly.

But granting for argument's sake
that these prophetesses of the Old
Testament were preachers, yet if in
the New Testament there be a posi
tive law excluding women from the
office of preacher then these cases
cease to be any precident to be plead
ed under the New Testament. The
last constitutional enactment of neces
sity annuls that which preceeds it and
is contrary to it.

It is a provision of the Constitution
of Tennessee that Ministers of the
Gospel shall not be eligible to certain
offices in the State. Suppose the peo-

ple should be roused to a sense of the
injustice done to this class of law
abiding citizens thus partially di
irancnisea and put upon tne same
plain as criminals, and should pass
an amendment to the Constitution
declaring that all Ministers of the
Gospel who behave themselves shal
be entitled to all the rights,privileges
and emolumentsjof the Government,

We are answered with . the objec
lion tnat u is not just to Hold wo
man in perpetual suojection to man
for causes such as these. I answer
is the liord who issues the command
and esiaonsnes me order, it any
man or woman is ready to charge
Him with being unjust, then certain
ly that man of woman is not fit eith-
er to preach or to be in the Church at
all. Certainly they ought not ' to
wish a place in a kingdom presided
over by a cruel and unjust King,
The feeling of every true Christian
before the Lord Is that of humility, a

willingness that the Lord Khali put
them where He nh'iises. There is a
desperate effort being made' to force
the Church to accept the. Word of
(Sod as her rule of faith and practice,
only as that Word Is interpreted by
current public opinion, or the ad- -

ancements of wience arid learning.
To the Church there is but on.i safe
iath, and that is, cling to the Word

as interpreted by itself. Ask for the
old paths, and walk ye therein, for
they are safe paths. God giant to
lis Church both soundness of mind,

tenacity of faith, and strength of cour
age to resist all currents of unbelief
and hold firmly to the sure anchor of
His Word.
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