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THE GROWING WHEAT CROP.

C. Wood Davis in Country Gentleman.

"WHAT SHALL THE HARVEST RE?"
The writer having stated that

wheat would bring a good price after
the coming harvest, and in all proba-bilit- y

never again be cheap, and such
statements being quastioned by
many a "doubting Thomas," it Is
well to examine the basis of such be
lief, and show what are the require-
ments of Europe and America and
the sources of an available supply;

Notwithstanding the enormous
additions to the wheat fields in the
Dakotas, there has been, during the
last five years, a shrinkage in the

.wheat erea of the United States of
1,852,000 acres. While such shrink-
age is likely to continue, we will as-

sume that the acreage will remain
the same during the coming four
years, and that the yield, after 1890

will equal the average of 12.2 bushels
per acre, shown by the last twenty
crops, giving, after 1890, an aggre-

gate annual product of 470,000,000

bushels, while home requirements
will increase 10,000,000 bushels
yearly, the exportable surplus de-

creasing annually in a like amount.
The crop of 1890 is not likely to ex-

ceed 400,000,000 bushels, and domes-

tic requirements during the next
crop year will be more than 372,000,-00- 0

bushels, as the population is now
estimated at over 65,000,000, the im-

migration of the year put by Supt.
Jackson at 700,000 to 800,000, and the
natural increase something over 2

per cent., or 1,300,000, and tne con-

sumption per capita twenty years'
average 5.56 bushels.

The European crop 1880 was 100,- -

000,000 less than an average, the har-

vests just completed in the southern
hemisphere being all short 25 td 50

per cent., except that of New Zea
land, which covered but about 300,s
000 acres. The Indian crop is now
officially declared to be 25 per cent.
below an average, or a shrinkage of
05,000,000 to 70,000,000 bushels, and
the wheat crop now growing in the
United States has already sustained
such injury as to reduce the outturn
anywhere from 70,000,000 to 100,000,
000 bushels Illinois alone being offi
cially reported as promising but bo
per cent, of an average, or 18,000,000

bushels less than last yea? and the
spring wheat outturn can hardly be
more than an average, as the acreage
is less than last year, the seeding ex
tremely late, and the soil not in the
best condition ; hence the exportable
.surplus cannot exceed 40,000,000

bushels, and may be much less.
European crop prospects are good,

although there are well-support- ec'

statements that both the Spanish and
Russian wheat fields have sustained

. material injury, and May and June
are critical months for the European
crops; still we may assume that the
harvest will be an average one, in
which case, with a population of
052,300,000, consuming a fraction less
than four bushels per capita, the

will be 1,404,000,000 bush
els, and the available supply from an
average crop being 1,220,000,000
bushels, and from all possible im
ports 72,000,000 bushels, there would
seem to be a shortage of 112,000,000
bushels !

But for the reserves carried over
from the great European crops of
1887 and 1888, and the large yield in
America in 1889, Europe would now
be on short allonce ; and while the
complete depletion of these reserves
may suffice to fill the European
bread-baske- t until the'ingathering of
the new crop, yet, in any event, it
will leave the granaries swept clean
and the world to enter upon a new
crop year wholly dependent upon
the outturn of a coming harvest, al
ready fore-ordain- as is shown
above to be more than 100,000,000
bushels less than the world's need
Europe being the buyer this shortage
will be felt there most keenly, and
cannot but stimulate prices in a man
ner likely to prove highly 6atisfac
tory to those having wheat to spare

Countries which are ordinarily
able to export wheat are now buy
ers, as is the case in the Argentine
republic, where the harvest, "whle
was expected to furnish a large sur
plus for export, proves to be too
small for home use," as writes U. S
Consul Baker from Buenos Ayres
and that orders have already gone to
Odessa, New York and San Fran
cisco for wheat to supply Argentine
demands.

The Indian .crop harvested in the
spring oflSSOwas a short one, but
that of 1S90 shows a still lower yield
from an acreage materially reduced
by the encroaching cotton Molds.
The crop in some parts of Northern

Africa (as well as Spain) has been
njured seriously by a prolonged
routh, and there have been appre

hensions or a famine resulting In
Morocco, in which case small exports
would give place to imports of wheat,

Canadian net exports sometimes
reach and exceed 2,500,000 bushels,
but last year's crop was one of a suc
cession of short ones, and Canadian
grain merchants . now declare that

hey require "2,000,000 bushels of our
wheat to carry them to the next har
vest.

South Africa Cape Colony, etc.
always import wheat, and probably
always will, but a deficient harvest,
ust at this juncture, is largely in

creasing their drafts upon the small
exportable surplus of Australia.

Unless the Dakotan and Minnesota
yields are abnormally large, we can
not from the crop of 1890 export to
exceed 40,000,000 bushels. Half this
quantity is yearly taken from us by
countries outside of Europe, and in
view of the short crop throughout the
outhern hemisphere we may expect

the demand from such countries to
ncrease in such a manner as to ren

der it impracticable for us to spare
urope even 2Q,000,000 bushels from

the coming harvest ; hence the only
manner in which the European de-

ficit can be reduced below 112,000,000
bushels is by a possible European
larvest above the average in yield,

while on the other hand a deficient
yield would cause the shortage to as
sume alarming proportions.
PROSPECTS OF THE NEAR FUTURE.

In the 1891 crop-yea- r, with a popu--

ation of 354,000,000 Europe will re
quire 1,413,000,000 bushels, and with

fall crops throughout the world and
estimating the yearly increase in
production at 7,000,000 bushels
which is more than the experience of
the immediate past (five years) wa-
rrantsthe product will be 00,000v000

bushels less than the world's require
ments, with surplus (reserves) here
tofore accumulated entirely disposed
of. The consuming element of Eu
rope and isorth America increasing
19,500,000 bushels yearly with the
available supplies incrc&sing less than
7,000,000 bushels annually, this de
ficit must constantly augment, as we
shall see, even should tee continue to

credit all countries xciUifidl crops and
an increasing out-tur- n greater than the
past warrants.

Ivor lustance, tne European pro- -

Muct has during the past 15 years in
creased but 2,250,000 bushels per an
num, while in these estimates such
annual increase is put at 3,000,000
bushels, and we must remember that
even in Eastern Europe, where near
ly all the increase is had, that the
amount oi available new land is, as
in this country, rapidly decreasing.
Estimating on this liberal basis for
production the European require
nients for the 1S92 crop year will be
1,422,000,000 bushels and the avniia
ble supplies 1 ,350,000 bushels, show--
ng a deficit of 72,000,000 bushels ;

and here we see, after estimating ful
crops everywhere, and without lay
ing by any reserve for a state of war
or crop disaster, the deficit continue:
to grow, as will be the case in the
1893 crop-yea- r, when European re
quirements will have increased to
1,431,000,000 and the available sup
plies to 1,340,000,000, leaving a short
age of 85,000,000 bushels. Projecting
our vision forward to the 1894 crop- -

year we find the requirements 2,440,'
000,000 bushels and .supplies but
1,313,000,000 bushels, this year's de
ficit swelling to 97,000,000 bushels.

we might go on indefinitely and
should find the deticit increasing
with the passage of each year, the
only difference being that in years of
short crops it would be greatly in ex
cess of anything shown above, as no
allowance whatever has been made
for deficient yield in any part of the
world.

Assuming that the reserves exist
ing at harvest time were sufficient to
ofl'set the shortage in the European
crop of 1889, the aggregate deficit
from the coming four harvests is
found to be not less than 314,000,000
bushels. Will some one of the be
lievers in a continuance of low prices
for bread-stuff- s tell us whence wil
come th6 cheap wheat ?

WHEAT PRICES SHOULD ADVANCE

An examination into the sources of
supply will enable us to see what the
probabilities are.

Beginning at home, we find the
acreage to have shrunken materially
during the last five years, that ad
unions ot new wheat lands are year
ly lessening, that old wheat fields are
constantly being converted to other
uses. Now conies the "bear" and
says there are any number of new
acres that can be devoted to this
crop, but fails to say where they are.
Then he says we can convert corn
lands into wheat fields, but fails to

tell us what effect such a procedure
would have on the price of corn. It
is true that corn fields can be conver
ted into wheat fields, and that such
conversion would aid materially in
advancing the value of corn ; yet af
ter devoting even three or four mil- -

ion acres of corn lands to wheat
growing there would still be a yearly
deficit in the world's, supply of
wheat. The price of wheat will con-

tinue high, we shall be short of corn
and meat, and high as wheat may be
corn growing will be. relatively.
more profitable, and when this occurs
we shall find the land again revert- -
ng to corn growing. Corn Is the

sheet anchor of American acricul- -
ture, and without abundant supplies
of that grain it will be impracticable
to supply the ever incresing demand
for meats. t While we have recently
had an enormous surplus of corn re
sulting from two crops much above
the average in acreage vield. we
have but little new land that is suit
able for or can be devoted to corn
culture, and the annual increase of
population is such a9 to require the
addition yearly of more than 2,000,000
acres to the corn fields.

Corn we must and will have, even
f the European cries for bread, and

while we might, for the next year or
two, do with less corn land, we shall
soon be converting such fields as now
supply the exportable wheat to the
growth of the corn required at home.

By the time the next corn crop is
marketable, we shall require the full
product (corn) of about 77,000,000
acres, and shall have the product of

8,500,000, and in the event the yield
proves a short one, shall need it all,
and in one or two years at most pop
ulation will have overtaken the corn

roduct, and will then soon outrun
it, necessitating the diversion of
much wheat land to corn-growin- g.

cll this follows from the (practical)
exhaustion of the arable lands. The
believer in cheap wheat probably
forgets that but 35 per cent, of farm
areas, (for the whole country) can be
devoted to the growth of staple
crops, but such is the fact ; also that
at this time less than 33 per cent, is
so employed, and that of the entire
cultivated area 8G per cent, is em
ployed in growing corn, wheat, hay,
oats and cotton, and that we are not
likely to have of corn, hay or oats
more than enough to meet home re
quirements after 1892 ; hence no por
tion of the area now employed in
producing these staples can long be
used to produce wheat.

The American farmer can get on
wnn less wneat, out without an
abundance of corn he cannot meet
public expectation in the shape of
beef, pork, mutton, and that bever
age wnicn may lail to cheer, but is
sure to inebriate; hence the corn
field is ultimately certain to grow in
breadth at the expense of the wheat
field, although the exact reverse may
be the case for one or two years

In Canada, including the Canadian
Northwest, wheat production does
not increase any faster than the
home requirement, and is not likely
to, the wheat area being a limited
one, and the best portion covered
with an immense forest growth.
Canadian wheat exports are not in
creasing, and the entire Canadian
product is less than that of any one
of several of our States.
I X PIA-AUS- TR A LASI I AM ER

ICA.
"The bears," in order to affect pri

cos, have held up India as a great
wheat "bugaboo," bHt the lacts are
that India has not, in ten years, in
creased the acreage or product, nor
have the Indian exports increased
since 1882, while the cotton fields are
yearly enroaching upon the wheat
area; cotton-growin- as in this coun
try, being, relatively more profitable,
and as wheat advances in price and
tends to absoty more land, so cotton
will advance, as India and America
furnish nearly all the cotton of cm
merce. We should remember that
India is densely populated, and that
the land was, practically, all occupied
many centuries before the discovery
of America, and that with the peace
which reigns under British rule, pop-

ulation is increasing greatly quite
as rapidly as does food production
and that there is a great and growing
pressure upon the means of subsis
tence.

But three of the Australasian colo
nies export wheat, the other four be
ing importers. The Australasian con
sumes more wheat per capita than
any people except the French, and
while the acreage is increasing slow
ly, the product ol is.sy.nas been ex-

ceeded but once, and exports to
Europe show no increase, nor are they
likely to, as the growing populations
of the islands s of the
eastern world yearly absorb a greater
proportion of the Australasian pro
duct. Doubtless very high prices

would stimulate wheat-growin- g in
Australasia as well as elsewherp, but
very high prices will be the best f
evidence that the world is short of
bread and ready to take all that can
be offered. Only the southern border
of the Australian continent is adapted
to wjieat growing, the mass of the
continent being too near the equator,
and subject to fierce drouths.

On the other hand, New Zealand
is one of the best of wheat countries,
the acreage yield being exceeded only
by that of Great Brittain ; yet the
area in wheat had, up to 1887, never
exceeded 270,000 acres. The great
industry of all Australasian colonies,
including. New Zealand, is pastoral
rather than agricultural, and such it
is likely to continue to be where, us
in most of the colonies, the rainfall is
very irregular as well as deficient.

Americans are given to thinking
that they are the only people invent-
ing and using Improved agricultural
implements, but the Australian does
not seem to lag, as he has, among
other things, put a "stripper" in use
which gathers only the heads of the
wheat, and is said to gather, thresh,
fan and sack the wheat at one opera
tion at the rate of 8 to 10 acs per
day, and at a cost of 75c to $1.25 per
acre, making it possible to profitably
grow wheat in "South Australia"
where 7 1-- bushels per acre is the
average. From all that is known of
Australasia, with its limited popula
tion (4,000,000), it is evident that
Europe cannot be supplied with
bread from that source for many a
year.

Chili is a narrow, mountain belt,
skirting the Pacific with very limited
arable areas, and cannot greatly in
crease its cereal products, while other
South American countries, and the
tropical islands, are constantly in-

creasing their drafts upon the Chilian
surplus.

The Argentine Republic has, by
the "Board of Trade" men, been
credited with an enormous capacity
for wheat growing, but as yet docs
not produce a large snrpltis, an aver-
age being 12,000,000 to 13,000.000
bushels, or one-thir- d that of Kansas.
Doubtless the exports of wheat from
that country will ultimately be large,
but with a population of less than
4,000,000 it is not likely to assume the
place of an exporter of wheat, which
we shall vacate long before the close
of this century. .

The area of Argentina is about half
that of the United .Slates, with a
population less than was ours 100
years since, and certainly no more
enterprising and progressive. When
Argentina has a large amount of
wheat for exportation we shall need
part of it.

In view of the fact that we must
soon cease to supply the require'
ments of South America at.d the
islands of the Caribbean Sea, Argen
tina will do remarkably well
to meet the demands from
such quarters, so that after
very few years Europe need not look
to either South or North America for
any part of the needed supplies.

Since the death of James Caird, Mr
II. Kains Jackson is probably the
best English authority on this sub
ject, and to show that I am not alone
in looking for high prices in bread
stuffs, I quote the following from a
recent communication to "Dorn
busch," wherein he says :

"While foreign competition has
depressed wheat, some of the depreS'
sion is due to the poverty of English
markets. In fact, the Spectator esti
mates the loss to English farmers in
recent times, from low prices and de-

cline in land values, at $3,000,000,000
Which of the wheat-produ- c

ing countrses is producing more than
ten years ago? America in 1890 has
about the same wheat area as in 1880
Canada making considerable promis
es in recent years, has not fulfilled
them in respect to exporting wheat
Egypt sends now but trifling quanti
ties. Spain is no longer represented
as a source of wheat or flour
France, which once forwarded much
best flour to the United Kingdom
scarcely sends now a sack. Ger
many still sends of its best wheat
perhaps 900,000 bushels in the last
year but Baltic supplies probably
are not a tenth ot what they once
were. India is one of the new great
powers of wheat supply, but has not
advanced as a source of late years ;

moreover, about half of India ship-
ments do not come to Great Britain.
Australia has to be reckoned with,
advance Australia ! You are a wheat
seller to England of perhaps 4,000,000
bushels in your best seasons. Rus-
sia's statistics do not go back many
years. The ISSJ-'.'-O exports are not
expected to equal, those of the previ-
ous two seasons. Other countries,
clumping together Pusia, La Plata,
Chili, Ac.; do increase their wheat

7

shipments, but not to an important
extent. England, lastly, has ly

diminished the wheat area.
Looking al the other side of

the medal at the increased con-

sumption of wheat in the last tein
years what do we see ? A inerica at
home, it is stated, is eating more to
the extent of 75,000,000 bushels, the
United Kingdom calls for 1GS,000,000

bushels, say 37,000,000 argumenta-
tion. In ordinary seasons, France is
now a yearly buyer of wheat 19,000,-00- 0

to 28,000,000 bushels more than
was usually the case ten years ago.
Other continental buyers, Belgium,
Holland, Italy, Switzerland, Portu-
gal, fcc, together form a great wheat-buyin- g

power that scarcely existed
ten years ago."

The Liverpool Corn Trade News
says : "The importing countries need
370,000,000 bushels from the crop .of
1889, while the exporting countries
can spare but 312,000,000, if so much,
and that there remain, practically,
no reserves.

The Buffalo Milling World says :

With India assuredly short, with
the United States prospectively short,
and with only average conditions in
Russia and other European coun- -

ries, it is not easy to see how wheat
values can be prevented from rising
very far above the low level of the
present time."

The great Minneapolis miller, Mr.
C. A. Pillsbury, says that consump-
tion is increasing annually in the face
of a decreasing supply, itnd that he.
believes that during the next five
years the Minneapolis, mills win
grind more dollar wheat than under
that figure.

"Beerbohni" of April 29 says :

"Everything tends to show that the.
last three months of the current crop
year will witness an unusual scarcity
of English-grow- n wheat."

J. S., in an elaborate article in the
Glasgow Herald, estimates the short-ag- o

in the European supply from the
world's crop of 1889 at 130,000,000
bushels, which must be made up
from tiio world's reserves

If the foregoing estimates are ap
proximately correct, as authorities
quoted indicate, then high prices for
wheat seem inevitable; and when
wheat advances, in like degree will
other farm staples, as the advance
will be the result of a depletion of
the reserves, short crops and a scar-

city of wheat lands. In other words,
consumption in the world as a whole
has overtaken and is about to outrun
production.
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The Purest and Best
Articles known to medical science

are used in preparing Hood's Sarsap-arill- a.

Every ingredient is carefully
selected, personally examined, and
only the best retained. The medicine
is prepared under the supervision of
thoroughly competent pharmacists,
and every step in the process of man-

ufacture is carefully watched with a
view to securing in Hood's Sarsa pari

the best possible result.

We have a speedy and positive
Cure for Catarrh, Dipthcria, Canker
Mouth, and Head-Ach- e, in SHI-LOU- 'S

CATARRH REMEDY. A
Nasal Injector free with each bottlet
Use if you desire health and swee-breath-

.

Price 50 cents. Sold by W.
II. Fleming. ' 0

Frederich Beer, the Austrianficuli-tor- ,

now in Paris, has discovered a
process for making marble fluid and
moulding it as bronze is moulded.
The new process is comparatively in-

expensive.

Is Life Worth Living.

Not if you go through the world a
dyspeptic. Dr. Acker's Dyspepsia
--ablets are a positive cure for the
Torst forms of Dyspepsia,Indigestion.
Flatulency and Constipation. Guar-
anteed and sold by W. II. Fleming. 2

Compliments which we think are

deserved, we accept only as debts,
with indifference; but those which
conscience informs us we do not mer-

it, we receive with the samegratitude
that we do favors given away.
Goldsmith.

Ayer's Hair Vigor is a universal
beautifier. Harmless, effective, and
agreeable, it has taken high rank
among toilet articles. This prepara-

tion causes thin and weak hair to

become abundant, strong, and heal-

thy, and restores to gray hair itsorig
inal color.

The last stone of the spire of Ulm
Cathedral was put in place on May
31st, and that cathedral now reache
higher than any other in the world,
or 530 feet.

After all, the best way to know tho

real merit of Hood's Sarsaparilla, is

to tryj;it;yoursclf., Be sure to 'get
Hood's.
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