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BY LOUISE C. M'CARTY.

«Will you bay a book, sir 17

"he Words in themselves were noth-
ing, bt the veice that said them rang
onit in stich perfect musie that six gen-
tlemen, conversing in Lawyer Sim
mons' office, turned as with wae ac
cord tosbe Wheuce it vawme, = -

The speaker was a wowan, dressed
in rusty black—rusty unto very shab-
Hinew—and’ with & white face, balf
%idden in the folds of a fuded veil.

Bat little, one would say, in such a
figure to attract, yet the dix pairs of
eyes remained stationary.

Matilike, they saw ouly a graceful,
fally like woman, and recognizing @
strange music in her voie , were await-
fag its tones aguin.

Whether the person addressed, how-
4ver, was impressed by ber is doubt-
), for on the sweet volce continuing,
4g¢ ia Mark Twain's * Innocents
Abfoad’” He not only gave bera
grall + No,” bat added : « Mark Twain
aad his * Innocents’ be hungred, aml
you, madam, pass on as quick as pos-
sible”

16Was Tlelen Percey's first experi-
ment in selling books, and for an in-
#aiit obé stood us if rooted to the
%W" address had stung her to
the ‘ghick, but without a word she
turned te go. :

Noticing her embarrussment, one of
the gentlemen fose sud opened the
door Tor ber.

With a slight bow she acknowledged
the attenition, and Heury Dumaine,

: with a feeling he could nev-
‘of acoount for, walked out of the office
snd followed ber.

W | gy, Simm,” remarked oneof the
others, “ yon were too hard on that
feminine. 8- did seem a Tady, and [
i Jw brought tears to her eves.”
WWL® replied Simmones, ‘¢ she
mﬂ't ve come bothering about

with' et contounded bovks; and
‘Shew we have so many of them—the
1 -1 mean.”

Dl you ever b
wd B « Olear &l ving-

> another.
'ﬁ'iim,' ol gl
n,” here put. in erusty

A

var snch a voice 17}

e —

ALEXAN
he rose and loo
door.  *1 believe,” xafd he, = that Da
migine has followed thet womai,
Humph ! She seemns to have unsettled
you all."

A half honr passed, and-still ho Dm
maime returned ; 8o, VOWIng vaugeance
on his abzent head. the business was
goue through as best it vould be with

‘| out him.

Meanwhile, what was Heury Du-
maine doing? Just what Simunons
aaid he was—tollowing that woman,

He certainly bad ne intention ot do
ing so when be opened the office door
for her, but he had heard her gulp
down % sob, had seen her wipe away a
tear, and for the life_of bim could ot
have helped guing atter her,

For nearly half an bour she walked
about the neighboring blocks, hat at
last, to the young mun's great reliel,
entered & large bouse on  Nussan
Btreet.

. What wans there in thiy woldn,
whose firce be had bardly seen, that so
cowpletely charoed him 1 Was it the
elegant bedring  that, in spite ol poor

the tourof ber thrilling voice stiil ring-
ing in his ears und carcying bim on

Henry Dumaine asked himself none
of these questionn—he simpiy folliw.
ed her, never once taking his eyes off
her gr ceful form.

Mounting the stairs she had just as-
cended, he watehed her in and ont ol
every office in the honse, aud toward
the exit door.

» Now is my chauce,” he thou i as
she reached it.

« Madam,"he ventared with a slight
bow, * I believe I see Mark Twain's
last book in your hand ; do yon offer
it for sale 1"

She recognized bhim at onee an the
gentleman who bad w0 kinaly opmesasad
Simmons’ door for her; hut with ber
clenr eyes she vead 1he Kindsy wotives
i hix, and sold him 2 book.

In twa minutes « Muark Twain ” had
changed owners, sad Heury Dumaine
bad a mew sensativn—he
had fallen in love. It was .a new sea-
sation, indeed, for him—so new, rthat
he o1 Iy realized it after ita fuir origin
had passed ont of his sight. aml a
strang: vacwiim came into his breast.
He would have given anything, ae
thoaght, to «now sumething more of
ler; bat to follow a iady to her howe
was not in his cods, so he resolitely
turned his heels in the opposite diree-
tion, and crossly wished, what othei=
have wished before him, that there
was nosuch a thing as wowmen and
that Eve hud ehoked  herself on thas
everlasting apple,

_And Helen, she Too experieneed «
change—anenrdtion of happiness came
over lier, and she  walked on, wonder.
ing huw it eould be so.” Shé had oniy
sold one book, und tho fotit was
small.

B ®

A year has passed away sinee the
épisode of simmons’ofice, and (1 two
hearts that for a8 moment became one,
throb and beat us strongly as then.
The momentary’ lovers ' still  exist.
Their footsteps bave ‘trol” theé xune
streets, and their eyes lave often rest-
@ ot the wame dhjeet, bat ‘they lidve
never et Néw York in 2 little worid
it which pevple only heet by appotit-
ment.

Henry Dumauine has not forgetten
the event ol that bazy moraiag—s
year ago. Move than, one bas ife
quivkened his pace us a littie fura in
black passed him swiftly by, or a
voiee, in the throug about him, seut »
toue like a distant. evho, through hia
heart. |
DBut of the many forms that had har-
“fod hin fovtsteps. and quickened his

proved to be the original of his mémo-

Simmons, *this is not » ¢lub rvom,
and, if you please, we will retarm to
A business that has Lrought us to-

Tecalled to their seuses, b

‘aabjest was dropped, wod Dumaine’s
‘sheemee for the fir<t time notieed.

. m waitel ; bat one moment fol-
Jewed anotber, and no Dumaive” #p-

« Btracge™” muttered Siwmons; and

F

1y #tid Bis dreAms avd he had at last
become wepry -tired of chasing witer
ladies, who, when he siw their fites,
proved wrin®led) ugly,” or bla &, sk

{not the one he sought.

wl shall never see her again,” he
said to hicaselts s amd Pl give up, and
ke an epd of it

[ Which he did, lookiig no more with

anxious eyes after evexy slender girl

that chanced to be attired in black.

DRIA. LA. S

kel uneasils oui of the

clothes, proclaimed bera lady  or wis |

breath, un the busy streets, lmnel

Meanwhile what had become of the
[ fair enchantress, Heteu Pereey ¥ With
lthe mecumulated tiials of poverty
crowding about her, filling, as they
ever (o, the eutire time of the ** doom-
«d té e poor,” she irad but few mo-
prents to spend in dréaming.

In the straggle for bread, even her
ol Inxutions home in the. onve happy
| Quath was hardly recalled ; the faces
I ot her father and lover, whose bones

lay beueath some deserted and far
away battiefield, where but theshadow
of a distant dream, and the dear
triends of those other and bappier
Itln_\‘a a faded vision, *

would re-
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Staging it

BY A BACHELOR.

Those fossilised individuals Who
condemn the practice, which go-ahead
weén have got inte, of muking =l
vanees in the ¢onvenientes of travel,
desctve to ride for forty days and
pights over the rough and rugged
road which I crossed last week.

I didn't want to go; [ knew that it
was a benighted, and that the chances
were in tavor of my getting inte
trouble; “ but *vircumstauces over
which I had no controi"—bow much

| She remembered—ever

| inemitwr—the gentleman who bought ! charge

t bouk sie had ever sold; bat |
her pleasant memories she taid |
the past, to be taken:

[ thie dis
Fwith ot
[t on awhell’ o
{down uow aud then, glanced at and
WogH wy el

The search for a Yiving was her
Fpresenit duty, and wouldl be her future ;
120 she must look buck peither to the
[ right nor Lo the left, she said, up its
' gig-zag path. i

But Helen’s fortunes have improved
sowewhat since we saw her a yearago.
A kindly elergyman, whe found her
| when even hupe wus at ita lowent abb,
{and atarvation looking ber in the face,
!h{;d uot only taken her to his own
{ home for awhile, bat secured her a few
wsic pupili—so Helen was now, after
& tashion, getting along.

It wus about this time that ¢he had
a4 new acquisition to her anall clans,
i the shape of 8 siylish young lady ot
foarteen, whose great fondoess for
wiusic was only exceeded by her ob-
tuseness us 8 popil.

Numerous had been Helen's prede-
eessors, some ol whom the little lady
dud not Jike, and some who. did wot
like her; but the present oue, this
I eupricions damasl said, was « perfect
[ paragzon, and indeed a0 iwcessantly did
lthe young chatterbox talk to Miss
| Pervey and her perfections, that her
| fammly were beginuing - to-almest hute

v mention of her name § wid  her
elillent brotiter, who wad ho less o per:
sonage  Lian denry Dumaine, Wias
Cheaind 1o remark that ke hoped himself
amil tne ovely Percey might never
meet, as e knew it would be the
death of him.  But even as he spoke,
" destiny was taking him by the hand
and leiding him te his late.

The remark above guoted had tagen
piaec al luneh, and afterward Henry
rolled into the exiensive - parior for

4

|

&t

a shor! siesta; but hé Was no more | POPU

wan ensconoed in his pet chair—an
iaunense pillowy wffair—than a shrill
ery from his sister announced the fuct
"that the most perfect of music-teachers
‘had arrived. . A sondden feur that he
would be dragged: in and introdueed
came over him.

« Horrors;” he thought, “not if 1
know it,” and he made a plunge for
hix hat; but what' tonés wers those
that greeted his ears,

The wasic teacher was speaking, . |

« Venua ! Jupiter! und all the other |
stara!” he ejaculated, beneath hin |
| hredth, ¢ Her voice ;”
| Back to the shiasdows tecesses of the
| great chair he weut, his bat making
| weveral rather uncertsin circles whére
he hudd dropped it iti the middle of the

+ thowr! 1 - P

| Patiently through the tong tiotir he
! gut, the corrected mistakes Ating dia
joords and fefirtal rope ns talling
inliéeded on his love-stricken ears, fos

[
" Hele's vilice was ringing sbove them

i
| The Tesson atlast was corfefnded,
| andl the tegcher turned to leave ; bat
ax she did so, Henry Dumuine’s .f“
followed her, aid his heart heat wild-

I , .
| 1t ie anffecessury; readery td particn
| furizé as to the wwy Hewry mahaged
| iutroduction, the Jové makif thut
{followed, and the orange.buds, fresh
il their sconted sweetness, that were
i hostly afterward; but fest as
sured it a1l these things tamspired

| Woven a
since.’

“ Love w

ill go where it is sent I”

—

grnersl meauness bus been laid to the
of circumstances——drove me
1 dev’t mind so much baving
tead when | am out

to it.

to tiavel a rough
'Elthurl:ndl,vcli wrewed to

that they were just & littie whead of

| creation, that it set me back & good

!lyvhnlhﬂjlﬂb'itw

A mun who bas trwveled ou the
Grand Trusk Railrond ought to be
able to stand » good deal of grieh
and | don't suppose that I wm any
worse than the rest of hummnity in
that respect} but my uching boves
ery vat against such fesrful bumping
as [ bave received.

I got out of these cars.in u peaceful
trawe of mind, uud looked arouwt for

bony quadrapeds, who certainiy had
not exhansted themselves by eating
too much, Begides, there was a_ cer-
tain bammer-headed viciousness in

the parchase I made wyself not loug
ago. 1f that borse would not kick
the rouf off & maun's head upon the
the slighteat provocation, then [ am
no judge of 1 wilver
tive to bave earned something about
it butely. i
The driver was a whimsical old
geniug, in » long gray coat, with muny
capen, like a watchman of the old
times, who measured out his Teigos
with the hands of & muster, und
seemed to struggle with a pair of
obstinates mules, that would not
think of movingfor auy lews pointed
argument than w bayonet. I mather
took to the uid chap, bowever, and
climbed upon the box by bis side, and
with a ereak and & groun, like that ot
o sinking ship, the oidurk got under
weigh, and went wwhding down the
street, to the delight of the juvenile

lation.
« Somethin like 11fw, aiwt it P said
voachee, toaching up his horwes, « See
here, mister, 1 wontder u mun of sense
will rink his life on one of them fleaky
steam ingines 7 .

“ We dow't ride on the engide. we
generally stick to the couch,” [ said.
u Dou't vay ! Now 1 den’t want to
skeer anybody, or say suything
brash; bug it jist flyin’ fall. in tue
face of Providence te ride iu one of

| them things. Thankee-—1 don’t keer

it 1.do take a cigur.. ;Why, don't them
peaky ages but up every once in a
whie 1"

« Yes, oceasionally.”

u Bet they do. Hold on tight mis-
ter! G'lang, Diumond. That's the

durndest hoss mister—if 1 didu't|gen

hang unto him like grim death to &
dead Injun he'd tear un gll to pieces”

1 glanced at the quadrmped in ques-
tiou, wud could not see nny signe of
farious passion abeut him, und bave
bad Geefl truduced. However, it kept
we budy ianging on, for the oid ark
swayed ubout liké & dhip in a gale,
and un uneasy feeling, like anto eea-
icknens, to tuke pbasessivn of
my bosom. Three severul times du-
ring the first half-hour did my beeln
tiy uy and  point towsrd the senith,
-ugiﬂalwnmm into
& perpendicular postare, that leldifioun
driver never ceased to chanf the
ingine,” a5 be perssted in enlling the
locomotive.

The peaple
: whiether to.cal !
justicess of the peace, or &
the pieces.’

Il their tenale judge

ot w.yaﬁingdm‘t know |

If I had

. A872. ...

roud, I might have wiood it bebter.
Awd, what was worse of all, that
driver seemed to believe the sublime
foolishness be wus talking.

Onod in five minutes we would
strike s stone, and I wouM fly up
about two feet, and come down with &
bump which vearly dislocated my
spine, and guve me & cramp in the
l-ekuln_vnpk;ﬁd.lflh‘t have
lockjuw out of this, then | miss my
guess—and 1 always was s pretty
guod hand at guessing, anyhow,

This was bad enough, but, after we

3
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A recent sketoh of the liven of great
lawyers contsins this tonching ineci-
deat in the life of Willism Wirt:

In his younger duys he wasa vie-
tim to that passion for intoXiesting
drinks which bas been the bane of wo
many distinguished in the lagal pro
fession. AfBancud to a beautiful und
sccomphsbed young woman, he bad
made and broken repested pledges of
smendment, and she, after patiently
and kindly m&ml

chink | get inte » heuvy vehivle and ride over

the stage, sad became conscions of &
muguiicent hearse drawn by 2 pair of

the looks of that of-horee that 1 didn't
like, @8 it reminded me irresistibly of

praises of stagiog as compare’ with|

not just left the luxurious|
”_u.?wnr.ﬁhnm'_m for that
m«mnmuﬂmw track of

Ceatral for this vile apelogy for a

had guae about four miles, we struck | habit, bad at leugth dismissed him,
a “vorduroy voud.” Did you  ever| dvemiug him incorrigible. Their nest
ave vne of those dinbmlteal inventions | meeting after his dismissal was in a
for getting over a swampf? If you mw%ﬁ Hichmond.
wever did, and wish to beoowe utterly | Wirt lay drunk and asleep on the
weary of life and willing to depatt just | sidewalk on a bot summer day, the
nsqormnuplnz dows on b

They are built of heavy logs, half|over his swollen features. As the
buried in the mud, with no partioulsr | young lady ap rvached in her
witention paid to regulirity; and,|ber sitention was attracted by
when tuat old stage wemt bumping|spectacle, stringe to ber
uver it, | strack some of the neatést alis! 0 commot to others who
attitudes ever heard of in the anuals the victim as to atitact little
of lofty tambling. * She did not at Hrst recognize
It maken te shitider when I think | sleeper, und was about to hasten
ofit, und evers bone in wmy body | when she was led by one of those im-
thrills with anguish unspeakable. 1)pulses which for v the turniig points
was holding ou like grim death, and|in buman lives to scrutinise his fea-
getting along with much sgony, when | tares. What was ber emotion when
we diopped irom & greater height|she recognised in him her discarded
than usual, my grip parted, $iid away | lover! She drew Sorth ber hindker-
I went on n voyage of discuvery. | chief (il warvfully spread it over hid
After turning over in the air with a | face, and burried saay. ﬁ" Wirt
weatness which would have doue|cume to himself be tdund the handker-
bouor to-au scrobat, 1 dried to tasn | chisf| and in one cormer the initials of
for before|the beloved sawe. With a beart al-
; with grief sad remorse he
of reformution.
and be ‘man
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on a variety of French airs,
# He, he!” in a stare of intense
ment. 1 hope abe liked it,
quite sure that I did.

I struggled out of the
Despoud in & eapital humeor,
back on the weat after that blasted
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another; and even as he helped me
up, that villainous driver ascribed my
downfall to my foolish predilection for
« glenm ingines.”

I got to my journey’s emd, nineteen
wiles from the station, bruised, batter-
ed and profane. [ shall not be able
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fuct that, if l:mm‘c&:
consent to «o soine rat
things, may be well wonnd np by the
atory of how a Dublin chambermaid is
paid to have got twelve
travelers into eleven rooms, aad yet to
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room for one of you
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Pve shown the others to
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