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A MAN wlio thinks he owns Boston 
liai been looked up, while numerous 
chaps who think they own the earth 
nre allowed their liberty. 

IT is said that a number of old Call* 
fornians, now living in New York in 
reduced circumstances, are actually de* 
jwndent upon the bounty of Senator 
John P. Jonos, of Nevada, for the nec­
essaries of life. 

THE dry goods clerks of Chicago 
never associate with a man whose ci­
gars cost less than a shilling apiece. 
He can wear hind patches or an old 
coat, but he must smoke good cigars to 
prove bis blood. 

A. RICHARDSON said to the Bo.ird 
of Supervisors of steam Vessels, which 
met in Washington the other day: 
'There is not a single passenger whose 
life is protected as designed by rules 
and regulations." 

AN Albanv estate over which there 
bis been thirteen years' litigatiou has 
finally panned out eighty-five cents 
apiece for the heirs, and they have 
gone home satistied. The lawyers got 
about #11,000 each, 

ARTIFICIAL maple syrup is now made 
by distilling sap from the bark of ma­
ple trees. It needn't necessarily be a 
maple tree, however. Most nny sort 
of sap or bark will make maple syrup 
good enough to sell. 

THE Yosemite tribe of Indians has 
been reduced to eleven members, and 
tlieso arc an inch thick with dirt. There 
Is talk of asking Congress to appropri­
ate $5.000 for water and soap to scrub 
them up und see how they look. 

Tns queen of England has subscrib­
ed $20J toward the fund for the pur* 
«hast of the cottage in wh ch Milton 
wrote "Puradise Lost." This is not a 
very largo smu, but it Is four times as 
much as Milton received for the poem. 

TUB estate of Thaddeus Stevens, 
consisting of 1,200 acres of valuable 
timber and mining land in Franklin 
and Adams counties. Pennsylvania, has 
been sold to a syndicate, and its re­
sources will be developed immedi­
ately. 

TUK inventor of the much-abused 
oar stove says it was the understand­
ing that railroads should replaco rotten 
bridges, employ switoh-meu who knew 
right from left and not attempt to run 
trains over broken rails to save ex-
pens«. 

Mn. THOUBE, Speaker Carlisle's op­
ponent, has a mustache and a little 
goatee, a not very pleasing face, but a 
very ready though somewhat garrul­
ous tongue, and resembles his fellow-
Kentuckian only lu an immoderate use 
of tobacco, 

LORD LEVESON, son of Earl Gran­
ville, met with an awkward accident 
during the Christmas festivities at 
Walmer, Kent, England. While per­
forming some conjuring tricks he, by 
some mischance, swallowed a half-
crown which he was hiding in his 
mouth. 

PERHAPS one reason why Chauncey 
M. Depew can oat so many public 
(linuot-s is because Ii« eats so little 
breakfast and luncheon. For his 
breakfast ho drinks u small pitcher of 
hot water, eats a soft-boiled egg. and a 
slice of toast, and winds up with a 
cup of tea. 

IN Stvolov, in Moravia, one Joseph 
llekoczek. when 15 years of age, made 
love to Barbara Nemec, who was just 
as old. They married in their tweuty-
second year and lived together for 
twenty-six years. A few weeks ago 
thov both got sick on the same day and 
died in the same hour at the age of 98. 
They never had the slightest quarrel. 

MRS. QCINCT A. SHAW, of Boston, 
who is, by the war, the daughter of 
Prot Agassiz, has for e ght years sup­
ported free kindergartens in the poor­
est quarters of Boston and Cambridge, 
at a personal expense of as much as 
150,000 a year. Mr. Quinoy Shaw, by-
the-way, has tho finest collection of 
Millet's paint ngs and Japanese lac­
quers in tho country. 

Or the Davy family, of Rochester, 
the eldost girl is in tho work-house as 
incorrigible, the father is jailed as a 
drunkard, and Esau, the eldest son, 
aged 9, being left at home in charge of 
Iiis threo s stets, aged 5 6, and 8. took 
them to a church, where the whole party 
loaded up with bibles, hymn-books, 
and fans, and got well away before 
they were overhauled by a policeman 
and taken to the station. 

Ma WARD MCALLISTER, who has 
been a leader of the gerrnan and 
manager of half the fashionable balls 
in New York for the past decade and 
longer, is not a man of great wealth, 
as many people suppose from the con­
nection in which tliey see his name in 
the papers. He is not even fashionable 
in his ordinary attire, for he is some­
times seen ou the streets in a slouch 
6aL He is, by-the-way, a relative of 
the late Uncle Sam. Ward, from whom 
he probably inherits some of his social 
traits. 

A CANONIZED saint, who has been 
dead more than fourteen centuries, but 
still continues to draw an annual salary 
for services rendered, is certainly an 
extraordinary phenomenon," says The 
SI. James's Gazette. "Tho saint is 
Saint Anthony, and his paymaster is 
the state of Brazil. Sot at least, Bays 
the Allgemeine Deutsche Zeitung, the 
organ of the German colony in Ria 
The old Egyptian hermit is officially 
recognized and described in Brazil as 
the 'Tenonte colonel honorario do Ex-
urcitio Brazilieno, o glorioso Santo 
Antonio'—the honorary lieutenant col­
onel of the Brazilian army, the glor­
ious St Anthony. The sum of 1240,* 
000 is paid to him annually as his due 
m lit-iry stipend, and the saint rece ves 
it through the hands of the prior of tho 
monastery de Santo Antonio on tho 
Morro. By what means tiie money 
passos from the pr or's hands into those 
of Hie saint has not yet boon made 
dean 

NIAGARA IN WiNTfft. 

Xalure ITaa Ftirly Ontddn» éûmlf 
tn Hrt<U« Iteildlnr 

The ice bridge at Niagara Falls is at­
tracting a great deal of attention and 
the trains are daily bringing thousands 
of |>eople anxious to see the crystal 
phenomenon, says a Lockport dispatch^ 
The last bridge was in the Winter of 
1884 and remained two months. This 
one is the first, since the State obtained 
control of the reservatio A) and the old 
guides say it is thu finest seen in a quar­
ter of a century. It formed at the 
widest point in the gorge directly itt-
front of the Pros|>ect Hiirisii. and ever 
since the hnge blocks of ice have been 
piling up. It has every appearance of 
being firmly locked and appears to 
have come to stay. In places it is 
many feet high and the mountainous 
ridges extend ih every direction. 

It is a beautiful sight from the cliff 
but is best seen froiu below, where tho 
rays of the sun lend prismatic splen­
dor. The first gu do to go over was 
Tom Conroy, who started from the 
American bank, Jack McCloy after­
wards planted-a flag on a r dgij Which 
stands far out in the center. At 3 
o'clock in the afternoon Wm Edwards 
piloted the first woman over—Miss 
Mamie L. Edwards, of Bridgeport, 
Conn., who is his guest The next was 
Frankie Kemble, the actress. Neither 
of the women appeared to be much 
freightened, After that the guides 
had their hands full, and hundreds are 
piloted over daily. In 1884 the bridge, 
when in went out wrecked the inclined 
railway and upset Jack McClovs house. 
A cabin for the sale of refreshments is 
to be erected in the center of the bridge 
and the usual cups of coffee can be 
drunk with one foot in Canada and 
tho other in the United States. 

Protection va Free Trade. 
They sat together on the lounge; 

A blush suffused her face, 
As round her form his mauly arm 

Stole in a tight embrace. 

"Is It qu te proper, John," she said, 
"Thai you should hue me so?" 

"It Is, my dear," he prompt replied, 
"My warmth of love to show. 

"Free trade In kisses we have had— 
You never did object; 

And uow that you should disapprove 
I scarcely did expect 

"Besides, mv arm a symbol is, 
To show mv future wife 

The duty of protection which 
I'll owe tober through life." 

Then la low tones she archly said: 
"Perba ps—you may, dear John, 

If tfcats the view you take of It 
Just keep the duty on." 

—T. H. Farnham. 

Treatment ot Ingrowing Nails. 
A very common and troublesome af­

fection is that which is popularly termed 
"the ingrowth of the nails," and which 
most usually occurs by the side of the 
great toe. There is really no altera­
tion in the nail, as its name would im­
ply; the surrounding soft parts are 
first swelled and inflamed by constant 
pressure against the edge of the nail 
from the use of tight shoes. If this 
stale is permitted to continue, an ulcer 
is formod in which tho edge of the 
nail is imbedded. Pain is the conse­
quence, sufficiently severe in some in­
stances to prevent walking. Treat­
ment for this condition often demands 
the skill of a pliys cian. The sufferer 
might attempt a cure by the simpler 
methods, and, if they fail, professional 
assistance should be sought The first 
object is to remove the cause, then to 
lessen the irritation and reduce the 
swelling. After soaking in hot water 
the nail should bo thinned by scraping, 
nnd, if very painful, a flaxseed poul­
tice will bring relief. After the irri­
tation has sufficiently subsided, soft 
cotton should be pressed between the 
flesh and tho nail, and after that is done, 
it should be saturated with the tincture 
of iodine, and the appl cation repeated 
several days after which the tenderness 
w 11 disappear. It may be necessary 
to lift the end of the nail, and this 
can be done by pressing cotton be­
tween it and the toe. This treatment 
is usuallv effective, and is attended 
with as little pain as any which can be 
suggested. — Boston Journal of Health. 

A Mexican Snake Story. 
A family iu San Luis Potosi pos 

sessed a very fine rattlesnake. They 
had captured it by mcaus of a forked 
stick when it was but a baby and suc­
ceeded in domesticating it. In the 
course of years it grew to be fourteen 
feet iu length and became tame and 
playful, never showing the slightest 
symptom of anger when handled by 
the children, but it would not allow its 
rattles to be touched. It became very 
much attached to its master and would 
follow him around the house like a 
dog. During the recent storm in San 
Luis many of the houses were struck 
by lightning. The bolts were falling 
fast about the dwelling which had shel­
tered the snake from childhood. Nobly 
determined to die for its benefactors 
tho serpent crawled up the outside 
walls of the house, and mount ng the 
roof it stood on its head In a perpen­
dicular position for the spice of sev­
eral minutes shaking its rattles vio­
lently at the heavens, like Ajax defying 
the lightning. The electric ty attracted 
by th.s living lightning rod reduced to 
ashes the noble animal and also the 
house There is no use in letting the 
American papers bave a monopoly of 
these snake stories.— Two Republics. 

Pension for a Spider Bite. 
The Pension Offico at Washington, 

•ays a Little Rock dispatch, is investi­
gating a case in this state, the founda­
tion of which is based on peculiar 
grounds. The applicant is John Marks, 
late a private in Company C, Third 
United States Cavalry. In his affidavit 
Marks sets forth that while stationed 
at Little Rook, I860, and wh le camped 
on an abandoned cemetery near Pea-
body School House, he was bitten by a 
tarantula. The insect crept into his 
bosom as he lay asleep in his tent, and 
he was awakened by a sharp, stinging 
pa n in his left breast He crushed the 
tarantula with his hand. A number of 
persons were cognizant of the accident 
From that time Marks has suffered 
terribly. The flesh around the wound 
to the extent of a man's hand rotted 
away, and, as he avers, his whole sys­
tem was affected until he became a 
physical wreck. His testimony is cor-
robated by a reputable phvslcian who 
attended him for years. The case will 
be finally adjudicated in a few weeks. 
Marks is now living at Center Ridge, 
Ark.« and is reported sick and wholly 
destitute. 

t SeVehlWlllions Drowned. 
Öne estimate of the numlierof per­

sons drowned by the late great flood in 
Clrna is 7,000,000. This is nnde b. 
English residents in Ch na who have 
at-oess to the best sources of informa­
tion. If this Is anywhere near the 
truth the destruction of life by one 
disaster is unexampled in historic 
time. Tho number lost is greater than 
the population of Ireland to-da)-. It is 
about double that of tho inhabitants of 
the continent of Australia It is great­
er than the population of our country 
some years aft«r the adoption of our 
constitution. It is larger tiian the 
populat on of Indiana and Illinois now. 

Nobody knows hovV uiany people 
there are irt thin a. The number has 
been estimated from 2X),000,<X)) to 
400 00ft000, and the popuiat on has 
long pressed upon the means of subsist­
ence. Over seventy years ago an En­
glish m nister wrote a book "On Popu­
lation," which furnished a new word 
to the language and texts for hundreds 
of books since. He showed that at tiie 
rate of usual increase the world would 
SOon be so crowded that starvation 
must certainly ensue, lie illustrated 
his theory bv the increase of rabbits, 
showing iiow soon the> would destroy 
every green thing from off the face ol 
the earth. This was long before the 
rabbits proved his theory in Australia. 
But this author showed how the 
natural increase of population was held 
ig check bv war, disease, famine, 
pestilence, floods, and other natural 
causes. H s theory has received 
new illustration in the crowded 
old emp re of Ch na recentl.. 
People die there by crowds. 
Only the other day four thousand were 
swept away in trying to construct a 
dam against the flood of Yellow river. 
A disaster in China is not worthy of 
mention unless several hundred are 
killed. Recently a ship wont down 
with seven hundred on board. About 
one hundred were killed in a mine ex­
plosion at Vancouver a week ago. 
Evidently the great law of MaUlius is 
operating. In China even the rivers 
are crowded with an amphibious popu­
lation. Little gardens uro tilled on the 
river craft. Every foot of land is util­
ized, and every ounce of anything 
that can be used as a fertilizer. The 
Ch nese are pouring out in swarms over 
all the islands of the Pac fie, over 
South Amer ca, over the East Indian 
islands, and now thev threaten North 
America. Great as was the destruc­
tion of life in the late flood, it will soon 
not be noticed in any appreciable de­
crease of population. The Chinese 
increase like the locusts, and the death 
of a few m liions does no^diinin sli I he 
tide or its effects. More of them die 
than of any other people, because 
more of them live; but the same mys­
terious law that causes more boys to be 
born after a war than g ris will di­
minish tho Chinese population to a 
proper ratio with the means of sub­
sistence. It will not be necessary to 
introduce a microbe among them, as 
Pasteur proposes with the rabb ts of 
Australia, to keep tlieiu from devouring 
the earth. — Chicago Times. 

THEY'RE TWINS. 

Singular Sameness In Thought and 
Couduct. 

Mr. Galton has shown that many 
twins do actually behave under s milar 
circumstances in almost identical 
manners; that their characters often 
comes as close to one another as it is 
possible for the characters of two 
human beings to come, and that even 
where the conditions of later life have 
been extremely différent tho or ginal 
likeness of typo often persists to the 
very end in spile of supertic al varia­
tion in style or habit of 1 v ng. Some 
of Ins stories, carefully verified, are 
very funny. I will supplement them 
by two of my own. In one case a 
couple of twins (men) hail a quarrel 
over a 'perfectly unimportant matter. 
They camo to very high words, and 
parted from one another in bad blood. 
On returning to their rooms—the* 
lived apart—each of them suffered 
from a fit of remorse, and sat down to 
write a letter of contrition to the other, 
to bo delivered by the morning post. 
After writing it ono brother reads the 
letter over, and recalling the cause of 
the quarrel, added at once a long post­

script, justifying himself ami reopen­
ing the whole question at issue. The 
other brother posted h s note at once, 
but th liking the matter over qn etly, 
afterwards regretted his action again, 
and supplemented by a second 
palinodia, almost unsaying wliat he 
said in the first one. I saw all three 
letters myself the next morn ng. and 
was simply amazed at tiie r ab-olute 
samenese of feeling and expression. 

The other story relates to a fact 
wh ch happened, not to tw ns, but to 
two successive brothers extremely like 
one another in build and feature, and 
evidently modeled n mind and charac­
ter on the self-same mold. It is onlv 
a small incident, but as I can vouch 
for the correctness of the minutest de­
tails, it has a certxin psychological 
interest of its own. They met a ladv 
dressed in blue whom they had never 
seen before, at a military dance. Each 
of them asked at onee to be introduced 
to her at first siglil; each asked the 
same officer for the Introduction, 
(though each had several friends in 
common present); each described her 
in the same way, not as "the ladv in 
blue" (the most obvious p< int of ap-
oearance about her), but as "the lady 
w th the beautiful ears;" and fell des­
perately in love with her off hand, and 
each asked her for a particular flower 
out of a little boquet containing four 
or five more conspicuous blossoms. 
Finally each came up at the end of 
the evening to con tide in the same mar­
ried lady of their acqua n tance their 
des re to see more of the beautiful 
stranger.—The • ornhill. 

Local Option. 
Bill Snort of The Crosby County Clari­

on and Farmers' Vindicator, was 
in Austin the other day and was asked 
about the state of moral ty in Crosby 
county since the local-option law for­
bidding the sale of intoxicating liquors 
had gone into effect "Why, there au't 
a prisoner in the countv jail. It is as 
empty as the head of the fellow who 
is trying to lun an opposition paper to 
mine in Crosby count ." "Is the 
vacant condition of the jn 1 owing to 
the local-option law?" "That's just it. 
The sheriff had to go over into tho 
adjoining county to get drunk, and 
while he was gone all the prisoners, 
about twenty-seven in all, made their 
escape. Oh, I tell you local option is 
doing wonders for Crosby county." — 
Texas Siftings. 

THE ASTOR FORTUNE. 

Euormous Wealth that DOM not Ex­
cite Envy, A l ot-tune That Grow« 
Higher and !!l«er—llow It Wa* 
Unlit Vp—John Jacob Attor thé 
First. 
The recent death of Mrs. John Jacob 

A>tor and the universal regret at the 
sail occurance brings once more into 
prom nance the fact that of all the 
great fortunes accumulated id this 
country the Astor fortune has eicited 
the least envy. Mrs. Astor's most sin­
cere as well as by far most numerous 
circle of mourners were among the 
poor. Wh le it is true that the bulk of 
the enormous wealth of tho Astors is 
composed of what such social reform­
ers as Henry George call the unearned 
increment, representing the advance in 
value of large and jud cious invest­
ments in real estate,It still remains true 
that among the poorer classes in New 
York when the rich are denounced for 
greed and heartlessness. somehow the 
Astors, the rirhest of tho rich are rare­
ly ncluded in the denunciation. 

It must be confessed that the origina­
tor of the Astor fortune was not gifted 
w th an un'lue stock of the milk of hu­
man k illness. John Jacob Astor, the 
first, the grandfather of tho present 
heir of the fortune, was born at Wal­
dorf, in Baden, in 17S3. His father 
was a small farmer with a large family 
and John Jacob, the fourth son, started 
on foot al the ago of 17 to seek his 
fortune. Walk ng to the nearest sea­
port ho sailed for London, where one 
of his brothers had a p ano factory. 
He worked in his brother's factory for 
two years, at the end of which time his 
savings amounted to 15 guineas. In­
vesting 10 guineas in a lot of cheap 
museal instruments and buying a steer­
age passage to Baltimore with the oth­
er 5, lie sailed from London early in 
November, 1783, being then just turn­
ed 20. His vessel was caught in the 
ice in Chesapeake bay and detained 
two months before it could roach Balti­
more, where lie finally landed March 

10, 1784. 
During his long imprisonment on tho 

ice, which lie doubtless regarded all 
the time as a great hardship, he learned 
tho secret upon which he afterward 
founded li s enormous fortune. A Ger­
man furrier was among his fellow pass­
engers, and wh le smoking-cneir pipes 
to wh le away the long winter n glits 
he enterta ned youug Astor with stor-
ias of his adventures among the Indians 
in search of valuable fur, telling him 
how cheaply they could be purchased 
with a few gaudy trinkets, and how 
dearly they could be sold in the London 
market. Young Astor landed, dispos­
ed of his mus cal instruments at a pro­
fit and proceeded immediately to New 
York, whore an older brother was al­
ready 1 v.ng but not prospering. John 
Jacob obtained temporary employment 
in a baker's shop, and n the summer 
of 1784 entered the service of Robert 
Browne, a kind-hearted old Quaker, at 
the m un licont salary of $2 a week and 
his board. Iiis bus ness was beating 
stiil packing furs. He worked faith­
fully and at the end of the first year 
his wages was raised. Here ho worked 
for two years, learning the details of 
the fur business, auii in 1786 set up a 
1 ttlo shop of his own on Water street 
He did all of his own work, buving, 
beating, packing and selling his skins, 
laboring from dawn till dark. Follow­
ing the hint secured from his compan­
ion on his voyage to his new home he 
made long journeys with a pack on his 
b ck to the hunting grounds of the 
Mohawk. Seneca, Oneida and other 
tribes of Indians, making his tiresome 
and perilous tr ps return him a hand­
some profit. He thus became an ex­
pert in the choice of line furs, acquiring 
a love for the business that amounted 
to enthusiasm, which he displayed in 
after years bv hang ng the walls of his 
office with the choicest furs instead of 
pictures. 

He had now become prosperous 
enough to afford to marry, choosing 
for his wife Sarah Todd, a connection 
of the Brevoort family Besides her 
pretty self, his bride brought him $300, 
which the thriftv bridegroom ins sted 
on seeing counted down before the 
marr age Wiis solemnized. Mrs. Astor 
entered heartily into her husband's 
schemes for increasing his wealth, and 
soon became more expert than he in 
the selection of furs and skins. In 1830 
he ret red from business worth $20,-
000,000, which was doubled by judicious 
uvestments in real estate during the 

remaining eighteen years of his life. 
Age mellowed tho hard-fisted old Ger­
man and he gave $.<0.0J0 to the poor 
of his nat ve town of Waldorf and $400,-
000 for the founding of the Astor li­
brary, besides some other charitable 
legacies. He died in 1848 by far the 
wealthiest man in tho country at that 
time. 

Tho Astor fortune has been unlike 
most American fortunes in another 
particular besides that of exciting little 
envy. It has lasted through four gen­
erations and is constantly increasing. 
The rule has been that the sons or 
grandsons, at farthest, squandered in 
r otous 1 ving what the fathers or 
grandfathers accumulated. The fort­
une of fortv millions left by John Ja­
cob Astor nearly forty vears ago has 
grown from $200,000 000 to $300.000,-
000 m the hands of his namesake and 
and grandson and will soon descend to 
his great grandson, W lliam Waldorf 
Astor, increas ng at a yearly rate of 
from ten to twenty millions. The 
reason for this is that the Astors of 
each generation are educated in the 
thrifty German habits of the founder 
of the family. Instead of doing what 
the average Americau who achèves 
fortune does, declaring that he does not 
want bra boys to undergo the hardships 
and trials that he went through, and 
teaching them nothing about money 
and its value except the readiest and 
foolishest way to get rid of it, the Astors 
have trained their sons in all the de­
tails of the managements of their im­
mense estate. They are taught to avoid 
kite fly ng speculations, to live plainly 
and unostentatiously and invest their 
accumulations in more real estate. The 
result is the Astor estate bas not lacked 
a judicious manager for three genera­
tions, and will soon fall into the hands 
of a fourth, who promises to be as thor­
ough a man of business as his thrifty 
ancestors. 

William Waldorf Astor. who will in­
herit the dollars—with all their aoore-
tions—of his fur-dealing great-grand­
father. is the first one n the family to 
take part in pnblio affairs. As a mem­
ber of the New York assembly and 
minister to Italy, ho has acquitted him­
self with credit -^Chicago News. 

The Yankee Skipper and the 
Fund/ Ildes. 

It seems, according to the old story» 
tellers; that years ago the captain of ft 
Hew Ênglabd cbaster determined to 
discover the exact location of "Down 
East" Àt every port he visited, from 
Cape Cod to Boothbav, the inhabitants 
all denied that they lived there, and. 
When asked whero "Down East" Was, 
only pointed mysteriously up the coast, 
F>na]ly, When the skipper of the "Danc­
ing Polly", received a cargo Öf goods 
for Grand Pre. he was highly pleased, 
thinking that at last "Down East" 
would be found,—for. in those days. 
Nova Scotia was considered "the jump-
ing-off place." 

One fine morning, the schooner got 
under way, and sailed merrily up 
through the maze of islands that skirt 
the coast of Ma ne. Fair westerly 
winds favored them, and on the second 
day they entered the famous Bay of 
Fundy, or Foud de la Baie, as the 
French call it. 

Tiie skipper had never heard of the 
great tide there; and when, the follow­
ing morning, the mouth of tho Minas 
Channel appeared on tho right shore, 
he bore away for it, wing and w ng. 
and he was soon nndor the Acadian 
hills. 

The rich green fields and the vil­
lages alongshore seeiued to give a 
friendly greeting; and captain aud crew 
decided that "Down East" was a Very 
pleasant region. 

But luck is fickle; and as they wore 
bowing along, up the basin proper, 
they felt a sudden jar, thou heard a 
scraping sound; and a moment later 
"The Dancing Polly" was aground, 
under full sail. 

Tho small-boat was put out with a 
kedge, and the sails were braced this 
way and thai, but all to no purpose,— 
the boat was aground hard and fast, 
the tide was going out, and skipper and 
and "crew" would have to wait until 
the high tide came to float them off. 
It was quite late in the da}', and ere 
long the captain, and the cook, the 
great Newfoundland dog, andayellow-
and-black cat, who constituted the 
"crew" all weut to bed. 

Early the next morning, the captain 
was awakened by the dog; and when he 
crawled out of his berth, he found the 
floor of his cabin so aslant that he bud 
to scramble on all fours to reach the 
ladder. Tho schooner was evidently 
heeled over. But tho captain had ex­
pected this, and made h s way as best 
lie could. 

Was he dreaming? He certainly 
thought so; and then, having some 
doubts, he reached over and gently 
touched the yeliow-and-black cat's tail. 
An answering wail assured him that ho 
was awake, and that ho and "Tho 
Dancing Polly" were really somewhere 
high up in mid-air 

The bewildered skipper crept to the 
rail, his astonishment all the while in­
creasing. The broad stream of the 
day before hail vanished. Not a drop 
of water was in S'gbt, but far below 
him could be seou a vast basin of mud, 
in which pigs wore root ng and grunt­
ing ! 

For some timo the skipper stood und 
looked; thon, noticing the coo'* stand­
ing by and, like himself, lost in won­
der, he said: 

"Wal, John, I reckon wo've reached 
here at last" 

"Reached where?" exclaimed the 
cook. 

• Down East" replied the old man. 
solemnly. 

"It looks more like 'up East' and on 
a powerful high perch, moreover." re­
torted the cook, "and I'm for striking 
inshore." 

The two men started forward, and 
thev soon found tlfiit the schooner was 
resting on a great ledge of rock like a 
tower that rose out of the mud. Lower 
ing a rope over the side, they let them­
selves down npon the rock, and even 
then were several feet from the muddy 
surface. 

The great pedestal upon wh'ch they 
stood was covered with olive-lined and 
black weeds, which concealed innum­
erable star-fishes, sea-urchins and 
shells, and it gradually dawned upon 
them that "The Dancing Polly" had 
not been transported inlantl, but that 
the water had gone seaward and left 
them. 

How to get down was the next ques­
tion, and after a debate about leaving 
the dog and the cat, the two men fin­
ally managed to Slide. slip, and scram­
ble to the plain below, and through 
mud waist-deep floundered to the shore, 
where they were received with roars of 
laughter by a group of fine looking 
Acadians. who had been watching their 
decent and their difficult progress. 

Then and there, the Yankee naviga­
tor first heard of tho Fundy tides; 
and several hours later, from the deck 
of the little craft, he saw the "bore" 
come in;—first a small stream, growing 
rapidly wider and deeper until tho en­
tire basin was filled with surging waters 
that rose higher and higher, until fin­
ally "The Dancing Poliy" floated free, 
and once more sailed away in the di­
rection of Grand Pre.—G F. Holder, in 
St. Nicholas. 

If He Had Only Known. 
A physician who had attended a 

man during several weeks of illness 
called one day and presented his 
b<lL 

"I can't pay this," said the ex-
patient. 

"WhvP It's correot" 
"I don't doubt that, but I bavent 

any money. Had to pay a life-insur­
ance assessment this morning, and it 
took every cent I had." 

"What is your life insured?" 
"Yes; and at one time, when I ex­

pected to live but a few hours longer. 
I told my wie to see that yon were 
paid just as soon as tho company paid 
the amount of insurance." 

"My dear man," the doctor sug­
gestively replied, "I wish I had known 
that I think 1 would have gotten my 
money."—Arkansaw Traveler. 

Not His Weak Spot. 
"Why didn't yon knock his brains 

out?" asked the boss when the fighting 
editor came in after a sp r ted inter­
view with an obstreperous citizen. 

"Cnss the luck, didn't I try to," re­
plied the puffing subordinate. "I hit 
him over the head with the shovel as 
hard as 1 could drive." 

"Thunderation!" exclaimed the dis­
gusted boss, "won't you never learn 
anatomy? Why didn't you kiok him?" 
— Washington Crilie< 

HUMOR IN SMALL PACKAGES* 

A Charily Bawl—Please» misten 
gimme A cent;—Washington Critic* 

Minnie—Yon are *rong. l'hère is 
n0 such word as fale.—Omahd World. 

The tonsorial artist who colors 
whiskers gets so Much per dyé 'eta.— 
Texas Siflmgs. 

It ià the dry-goods clerk who most 
ftequeutly sales under false colors.— 
New Haven News. 

Turn about is fair play. A New 
York alderman has been robbed.—.Veto 
Orleans Picayune. 

Jay Gould is in Ven'ce. He has gone 
to see how they water their streets.— 
Detroit Free Press. 

Actors should never jeor at the stage 
of a pioneer theater. There are no 
flies on it. — Texts Sifting«. 

Coal combinations may flourisli, but 
in the natural order of things ice pools 
are impossible. — Boston • ourier. 

When is the stove 1 ko a composition 
by Wagner? When you've Gotter-
dam(p)erwrong, of course. —Ne o York 
Star. 

The Empress of Austria is learning 
to fence Her husband, on the other 
hand, is studying defense- —New York 
World. 

Some people see fun in coasting. 
Other people go down hill fast enough 
without getting on a sled.—Somervillo 
Journal. 

There was a difficulty between two 
New York clubs tho other day. Twc 
policemen had a fight—Martha's I'iie-
yard Herald. 

A Nautical Paradox—Whatever is ac­
complished by tho lifeboat is thwarted 
in every attempt. This is an oar true 
tale. —Nantuclccl Inquirer. 

Some of our contemporaries are re­
marking that in Kansas there is a post-
office named "Zero." Well, what oi 
it? That's nothing.—Lowell Courier. 

The Dakota Indians have withstood 
the blizzard without a single fatality, 
and yet John Barleycorn topples them 
over in a jiffy. Such are tho victories 
of civ lization.—I'hiladelphin Inquirert 

Nature doesn't make long speeches 
or split up into factions over the ques­
tion of reducing her surplus. When 
Chinamen become too thick, she just 
rolls up a wave and drinks in seven 
million of them at a gulp. — Chicago 
Times. 

Au artist once gave n little supper at 
his studio, and ho put in his invitations 
B. S. C. V. The letters puzz'ed some 
people, who found when they went to 
the supper that they meant: "Bring 
some cold victuals."—San Francisco 
( hronicle. 

A house in New Jersey which haii 
been kept insured for eighty-nino years 
burned up the other day between the 
lapse of one policy and the taking ou: 
of another. Ail old house which at­
tempts to beat an insurance company 
wili always fet left.—Detroit Free, 
he s. 

There's a heap of talk jnst now about 
sheep and wool and tariff or no tariff, 
and meanwhile tho milkman is pump­
ing in the water, the grocer putting 
the bad fru t at the bottom of the 
measure, and the number of adultéra-
tious in tea aud coffeo increasing every 
week.—Detroit Free Press. 

It is said that a young woman in 
Kansas C.ty has lost her mind as s 
result of listening to Sam Jones' 
preaching. It looks as if Sam wore 
yet going to accomplish something in 
that city. If he can manage to make 
the people there lose their minds he 
will, even if lie doesn't savo tlioir souls, 
improve them a little for this l.fo.— 
Chicago 'Jivies. 

Strang© Notions About Eating 
Man/ people seem to imagine that 

eating is the great business of life and 
the chief end of existence, aud food a 
panacea for all the ills of life. We fre­
quently see the misguided friends of a 
sick person urging him to eàt imagin­
ing that if he can only be made to 
swallow food, he will be all right; when 
the stomach is really in such a condi­
tion that food takon into t will bo d'-
gested with just about as much readi­
ness as though it were placed in a car-
pot sack. Tho writer knew an old gen­
tleman who was in the hab t of eat n« 
a liberal slice of m nee pie, or othet 
pastry, just before rotir-ng after com­
ing home late at night One even ng 
ho came in after his wife had gone to 
bed. After an unsuccessful search m 
the pantry, he called to his wife, "Mary, 
where is the pie?" His good wife tim­
idly acknowledged that there was no 
pe in the house. Said her husband. 
••Then where is the cake?" The poor 
woman meeklv confessed that the sup­
ply of cake was also exhausted, ut 
which the d sappo nted husband cr ed 
out in a sharp censorious tone, "Why, 
what would you do if somebody should 
bo sick in the night?" 

Lyman Beocher tolls a story of his 
aunt,which illustrates the popular idea 
that sick people must bo fed with all 
sorts of dainties.no matter what the na­
ture of the disease. When a boy,eight 
or nine years of age, he was onê day suf-
ering in the throes of indigestion, as 
a result of having swallowed a large 
amount of indigestible mince-pie. His 
kind hearted aunt noticed the pale and 
distressed look on his face, aud said to 
him, with genuine sympathy in her 
voice, "Lyman, yon look sick. You 
may go into the pantry, and help your­
self to a nice piece of fru t-cako just 
warm from f,he oven." 

All persons are not so kindlv disposed 
toward those in distress. A factory 
girl, in describing to a companion the 
hard-hearted and vind ctive character 
of another girl whom she pointed out 
declared that "she would not give a 
mouthful of food to a person who was 
drowning." Really a drowning per-
eon has just about as much uso for food 
as have most invalids for tho preserves, 
jellies, sauces and various daiut.es and 
tid bits that are brought to them by 
sympathizing friends. There soems to 
be a want of good sense in matters of 
dietetics. It is hoped that the worin 
is growing w.ser in th s direction, but 
there is still immense room for prog­
ress.—Good Health. 

Not a Scab. 
"Please, sir, give me a dime to get 

someth ng to eat, ' whinod a sturdy 
beggar to T. Golds borough Bruff, this 
morning. 

"Tell you what I'll do." said Bruff. 
••All the waitors in the restaurant where 
I oat have struck. Now \ ou come in 
aud wait on me. and I'll gtfl joua job 
or give you a quarter." 

"I'm no scab." said the beggar, in­
dignantly, as ho moved away. "You 
rich dudes are always trving to gr nd 
down the poor/'—San Francisco PotL 

•ACT AND FANOY. 

The Chlnatnea In New York are said to 
send home 1199,000 a year. 

Hundreds of Canadians are said to be await­
ing naturalization tn ChicagO-

The Italian silk crop ot 1887 surpasses the 
unusually large trop of last year. 

A raotement Is on foot to Indtiee the col­
ored people to emigrate to South America. 

Kidderminster, Vcircestefrshlre, England, be­
came renowned for Its Carpet itiannfaetnres 
about I7v'3i 

In New York 6000 girls are engaged in strip 
ping tobacco at average wages of about forty 
cents a day. 

Georgia fanners In progressive districts have 
planted their corn crops, and expeet to plow 
la a few weeks. 

The university of Pa via. Italy, which was 
founded by CharlemaKne, Is said to be the 
oldest In Europe. 

C!ieeserine Is the latest fraud Iu England. 
It lias a suggestion of cheese as American 
oleomargarine suggests butter. 

A Turkish porter was seen at Adrlanople 
walking briskly down the street with a heavy 
American piano strapped to his back. 

Tiie foliage of a great white oak tree at 
Vernon, Ala. is half dark irrean and the oth­
er half yellow throughout the summer. 

According to the latest statistics, there are 
In Fiance 13,375,021 cattle, £.',033,330 sheep, 
1,420,113 goata, 5,774,931 pigs and 3,788,489 
tarm horses. 

Some people are wondering just now wheth­
er It would be easier for a herd ot camels to 
pass through the eye of a crochet needle or 
for a coal-dealer to ko to heaven. 

Tte coming orange crop of southern Cali­
fornia is now expected to be greater than last 
year. The official estimate 1« 33W) to 3500 car­
loads, against 10 K) carloads the past season. 

A 4-\ear-old little, girl trembling with fear 
lu a receut terriüc thunderstorm, suddenly ox-
claimed: "Mamma, every time It lightens 
does the sky opeu aud show a little bit of the 
golden street!" 

Sua S null claims that the cowboy style of 
preaching does good. It may be. Perhaps If 
the foundi-r of Christlauity bad traveled 
around with a variety show he would Lave 
msdemorecoiiveris. 

Brazil slaveholders «re opposed to the ex­
tinction ot slaver., because of the lmpossl-
lillty o( earr ing on the coffee plautatlous 
profitably with pa d labor. They should study 
the recuit In the United States. 

Free soup has been a source of trouble in 
New'York, and Is no longer provided for tho 
poor. It was found to bring tramps to the 
city, and to aid the uudeserviug poor, as In 
all indiscriminate charity giviug. 

At the late convention of farmers at Hart-
fort, Cl, Prof. Alvord remarked that the In­
fluence of the breed ou the constitution of but­
ter was of the highest order, and that food 
was ot comparatively small effect. 

The r. asou that the usa of coffee has de­
creased so much iu England Is said to be that 
It Is seldom troperly made. Peope make 
their coffee as they do tea, and they are dis­
gusted with the disagreeable concoction. 

A young preacher picked up Bishop Pierce's 
hat and put it ou his owu head, and it was ex­
actly a tit. "Why, bishop," said he, "jour 
head anil mlue are exactly the same size," 
"Yes," replied the bishop, "on the outside." 

Parson Fllzroy Is nothing If not e'egant In 
his pulp t diction; but he rather surprised his 
parishioners ou Suuilay, wheu be rose to the 
supreme felicity of referring to "Lot's lady, 
who was transformed into a monolith of chlo­
ride of sodium." 

The British Government decliues emphati­
cally to join the Australian Government In ap­
propriating »35,000 for an Antarctic exploring 
expedition, on the trouud that the combined 
suin of $50,000 would he too small for sueh an 
expeusivc undertaking. 

Prof. Johuson stated, at the meeting of the 
Connecticut Board of Agriculture, that lu 
Germany, where this subject had beeu studied 
at experiment stations, palm cake meal was 
the only substance which hud appeared to in­
crease the butter fat In milk. 

The desert of Sahara Is becoming Inhabita­
ble, and colonization is eucouraged through 
the aid of science. After a period of thirty 
years, forty-three oases have 18,000 Inhabi­
tants, aud 130,000 trees between one and seven 
years old and 1,000 fruit trees. 

Fruit trees acquire most of their growth by 
ulglit. The fruit of the cherry laurel, for ln-
siauce, Increases at the rate of ninety per 
ceii'. at night aud only ten per cent, by day; 
while apples increase eighty per cent, by 
night and twenty i>or cent. Iu the day tim\ 

"Do you Intend to hear the new minister 
o-moirow?" Inquired a member" of the dea-

eon. "No, I don't. I'm not going to hear 
an, new preacher until 1 kuow what folks 
mink iibuut him." "But you ought to use 
vour own judgment." "I never work on Sun 
day." 

A peculiar feature of Lor.g Lake. In W'ex-
ord County Mich., is that It graduadv rises 

.1 nd suiisdiis once everv few years. It has 
h en ri*in : for the past four or Ave years, and 
t.ie Grund Rapids & lud ana Railway has 
eeu old geil to aban lou its old roadway along 

! lie shore. 
M .iiitobans are agitating a* scheine to trans-

liort th whole iKjpulation of Iceland, about 
5,1)00 to that counlr.. together wlih their 

il «ks and h.-r is. This would be a remarkable 
Xodu*. Th re has beeu a steady flow of lce-
a.nlic riii gration to Cauada for the last flf-
u en years. 

Since 1739 all lighthouses on the United 
states coast have lieen maintained IK the na 
tional government Previous to this light 
dues were levied upon commerce. The first 
coast 1 slit In America was established III 1Ö7S; 

nd the first liifhth iuje on Little Brewster 
Maud, Boston harbor, 1715 16. 

The largest diamond ever found In the Uni 
ted Stales was p eked up by a laborer em-
p oved In grading u street at Manchester, Va. 
It weighed 33% carats In the rough aud 11% 
carats when tu . It missed iuto the posses­
sion of Capt. Samuel Dowey, and Johu Mor 
rissey once loaned $d(Xk) on it. 

The American lireiver says It Is now excep­
tional where a brewer uses over one to 1^ 
pounds of strong hops to the barrel of beer. 
In old times, s.x pounds of hops were used to 
the barrel of stock ale, which is nearly twice as 
much as Is now used by brewers. Upon the 
present systems of brewing less hops are used 
than formerly. 

While some of the Western States are now 
ordering a quarantine against Eastern cattle, 
under sn apprehension of pleuro-pneumonia, 
the cable announces that an epidemic has 
occurred amonir ho^s In portions of Deumark 
and Sweden, sud that the hniliug of hog pro­
ducts from these countries li officially prohibit­
ed until further orders. 

Englishmen are still floundering through the 
difficulties of the Introduction of the system 
of selling cattle by weight, as simple as It 
seems to the American mind. At the late 
London Christmas market, cattle to the value 
of (650,000 cliang d hands on the guess 
word plau,a plan by which Euglsb producers 
are undoubtiy robbed by the acute dealers. 

It is estimated that the total receipts of 
milk at Chicago are between 9000 and 10 OCX) 
cans daily. As milk can average eight gal­
lons, this represents from 73,000 to 8J,000 
gelions, or from 388,000 to 830,000 quarts per 
day. As the receipts run about the same 
throughout the year, Chicago must consume 
about 3,000,000 gallons a week, or 100,000,000 
a year. 

According to the annual report of the 606-
ton Fish Bureau, the general trade dnrlng 
1887, while not as large as la years past, has 
beeu satisfactory. The total New England 
mackerel catch was almost the smallest for 
forty years, amouuting to only 88,383 barrels 
or slightly more than for 188Ö. The cod catch 
amounted to 676,723 quintals, while In 1886 It 
was 8°.'S,672 quintals. 

The total loss of life from the great Western 
blizzards Is now placed at 1000. Added to 
these reports, advice is beginning to come 
In from the wheat districts of serious damage 
toihat cereal. It Is feared that every field of 
-Winter wheat In the northern part of Texas 
has been entirely destroyed by the severe 
frosts The failure of crops last year reduced 
the supply of feed for cattle, so that 
during the recent cold spell the herds were 
without water or food. Reports from the 
grazing districts of the State say that cattle 
on the southwestern ranges weathered tiie 
great blizzard in very good shapa, the loss 
being confined entirely to the sickly, poorly-fed 
tteifc. 

Mental Trash föfßoy*. 
"The writing of fiction for the yonng 

has U'como an important branch •< 
literature«" §:ii»l on old writer whose 
charming stories h ive tickled a goner-
at'oii of voung people. "It seems sim-
plo enough, doesn't it, to draw a little 
upon the imng'natio'i and spin out 
a lot of sluff about 'J.iuuiy tho Safe 
Cracker' or Bob Ihe Boy Detective.' 
but some of the best newspaper wr ier* 
in this city have »e «eil Ihe story-writ-
er's quill with a sort of holy enthusi­
asm—and have failed. One of them 
whose heart-rending tale was published 
had tho happiness of hearing himself 
Called a •chump' by a gamin critio who 
had just finished reading the effort 

"I guess this faculty of writing fic­
tion must come voluntarily to a person. 
I have tried my hand al other branches 
of literature, and have immediately 
and with great unamitv been pro­
nounced no good. Shortly after this 
rebuff a story tolling of the superhu­
man deeds of a young hero appeared, 
and ever since I havo not beeu ablo to 
turn out manuscripts quickly enough 
for tho publishers. 

"On some days I can't, to save me. 
wr.te a single liue, while at other tunes 
I may worry through a long para­
graph, but on reading it a second timo 
1 tear it up in disgust. Nothing re­
mains but to wait for an inspiration. 
This does not come from above, a gift 
from tiie gods, as is vulgarly supposed, 
but is brought on bv a knowledge of 
the fact that the publisher is waiting 
impatiently for Ihe next chapter of mv 
story. When I once got started the 
thoughts coiuo along too quickly. 

"Do I ever correct mv copy? Well, 
not much. 1 put tho story together in 
mv cran um and then spin it ont. I 
somet mes read it a second time and 
change a word occasionally, 

then off she goes to the prin­
ter. We are not particular, 
any way, since we are working for 
boodle, not for undying tame. If we 
were to follow the advico of Horace 
and lock up our manuscript for nine 
years, and then take it out and rev so 
it, I am afraid that bootblacks,messen­
ger boys and the young In general 
would go without intellectual food for 
some time. That, however, might not 
prove a serious blow to the community, 
for messagos would tlion in all proba­
bility be delivered promptly. Why, I 
have seen n messenger boy, on whoso 
tleetne8s of foot a fortune or probably 
a life depended, standing on a corner 
for half an hour intensely absorbed in 
one of my compos lions. Quite flattor-
ing to mo, was it not? 

"You think the increasing drain 
should exhaust my store-house of deas, 
do you? Let mo inform you that it 
doubtless would, did I not learu somo 
thing new every day. I always make 
a note of everything strango I see or 
hear, and the books and papers give 
me any number of ideas which I mold 
to su t mv readers—not mv readers ex­
actly—but the publisher's renders. Wo 
write to please but one person, and he 
is that all powerful individual who can 
take Ihe story or return it with thanks. 

•You want to know how we uro 
paid? Well, none of us ever become 
millionaires, yet a person with ordin­
ary talent can always make a good liv­
ing at the business. 

"I do all of my own writing in two 
or three days of tho week aud make 
fifty or s xtv dollars without exerliug 
myself. The most money I ever re­
ceived for a story was five hunilrod dol­
lars for a little thing I finished in four 
days. It was for a celebrated come­
dian who. with my perm ssion, enisseil 
my name from the t llo p ige and insert» 
ed h s own. I don't know how much 
he received for his name and my 
story. 

"I t am doing as much good 
for the g as many who make 
more pre sions. M'ist of my stories 
are founded on h story, and probably 
impress truth on youthful minds more 
forcibly than do some of the professors 
who nffei t to despise our profession so 
much.—New i ork Telegram. 

A Floridian's Visit to Heaven. 
Says an August ne d snatch to The 

I incinuaci Inquirer. There is consid­
erable excitement in a suburb some 
m les out over the death of A. D. 
Smith. Last Monday he died to all 
appearances, after calmly bidding adieu 
to his heartbroken wife. He was then 
dressed for tho gravo and Tuesday pre­
parations were made for ii s burinl. In 
the m dst of the services a thumoing in 
the i-ofiin was heard, the cover was 
burst off and Mr. Smith sat up. caus­
ing great consternation and dismay. 
Ho was at once removed to li s bed at 
home in a few hours he seeiued iiono 
the worse for his strange experience. 
Mr. Smith says he weut lo heaven and 
saw many white spirits, some of them 
friends whom be had known on earth. 
They shook their heads in answer to 
Ihe questions, aud po nted to a big book 
lying open. He looked at it and saw 
writteu there the names of his wife, 
himself and his children who were 
alive. His name, lie said, seemed par­
tially erased. He told a wondrous 
story of his other experience in that 
strange world, and its recital drew 
scores of curiosity-seekers to his home. 
Wednesday n ght he suddenly called 
out, "I see them!" and fell back dead. 
His wife was complete! v prostrated at 
this terrible ending to lier hopes. Med­
ical aid was summoned and aa electrio 
battery applied, but the doctors finally 
decided that the man was indeed dead 
this time. _ 

Gen. Taylor's Famous Order. 
In the news of yesterday, says an 

old soldier iu The Thomasville (Ga.) 
Times, I read an account of a man of 
good memory, now eighty-six years 
old, a soldier in Gen. Taylor's army at 
the battle of Buena V st.-u That retired 
veteran now lives in California, whith­
er he took his excellent memory on 
going to live on the Pacific slope. He 
states that he was verv near his com­
manding officer when Gen Taylor gave 
the renowned ordor, "A little more 
grape, Capt Bragg!" I knew Gen. 
Bragg intimately during our life as 
cadets at West Point, and during his 
after-sojourn on earth. Shortly after 
the conquest of Mexico ho dined at my 
table in New York, when the topic of 
conversation very naturally turned up­
on the recent unpleasantness with our 
sister Republic. 'Braxton," said I, 
"what is the truth about the 'little 
more grape' story?'' Old Zach told me, 
in his slight stammering way: 'Gi-gl-
give 'em h—1, Capt. Bragg!' He did 
not mention the fruit of the vine at 
*11." 


