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i Soume Chinamen in New York have
started an {llustrated Chinese weekly
nowspaper.

Tae late Engen: limmel, the Lon- | they have been exterminated, for
<lon perfumor, left au estate valued at ' imaginative writers fod the employ=

$100,000, 000,

A Umitsp StaTEs man-of-war was fact journalist knows the val
ue of a
sold in the Brooklyn Navy Yard a few  phos, and the members of the Psy-

days ngo for $10.

A JourNAL which calls flself *‘The ' teonth ce
utury is, however, very differ-
official paper of the church of God" i8 | ont from those of an earlier d-’to. GK‘

o be publisbed at Stauberry, Mo

Tux largest flour mill in the world

will bo established at Duluth. The recently piblished volume of ghost

capecity will be 6,000 barrels a day.

It costs South Carolina $75,000 &
yoar to pension those d sabled and Lhe
widows of those killed in the late war.

Wavrrer H. WARgeN, of Brooklyn, .
is sullering with somo disease closely |

resembliog hydrophobis, caused by the
bite of & man.

Tue annual Congress of the Nation- |
al Prison Association of the United ©f s lover quits his body during sleep
States will convene in Boston on the n order to remove the anxiety of a

eveaing of July 14

RoAN Dog, the big medicine man of are fa'r examples of the kind of ghost
the Sioux, finding his mother dead and | story which receives the most general
| credonce. One exhibits the ghostly

his reputation gome, sent a bullet
through his heart last week.

Tue four lending fomale colleges in
tho United States are: Wellesly, with
620 studeats: Vassar, with 283; Smith,
307, and Bryn-Mawr, with 7L

A ratrioric, old New Yorker saye
Uint if it wnsn't for its dog days and
cat nights, New York in summer would
be an ideal place of residence.

Tue twelve-foot boat Dark Secret,
in which Capt. Andrews proposes to
cross tho Atlantic Ocean, has been
*Jaunched” at Gloucestor, Muass.

It is announced that after seitling
all out-standing dobts the estate of the
{late Roscoo Conkling will amount to
sbetween $700,000 and $300.000.

GEN. Lew WALLACE's mother died
when he was a boy, and Mra. Zerelda
{G. Wallace, who Is commonly spoken
of as his mother, is in reality his step-
mother.

ApMIRAL HOrNBY says that England
would require at least 186 cruisers tc
protect her merchant vessels from the
enemy's cruisers, and that she has but
{orty-two.

' RAILWAYS are said to consume more

than half the world's production of
iron, the car wheels required in the
United States nlone taking more than
2,000,000 tons,

Tue Dayton Car Works have nearly
5,000 cars to build for the roads under
the control of the Huntington syndi-
oate, the Chesapeake & Ohio being one
of the number.

Marraew W. SEpan, an ecceniric
old man who died at Terre Haute,
Ind., last week, was buried in a coffin
which for twonty-five years bo bud
kept in his bedroom. '

TuneMormon Church is apparently
contemplating o descent on Mexico, ite
agents baving completed the prolimin.
nriss for the purchase of 400.000 atres
of land in the State of Chibuahua

A New York studio is dimly lighted
as dusk comes on by a pile of skulle
smeared with phosphorous To the
topmost one s fastened a bone con-
t‘:l:lng acandle. It is a lady’s studio,

e e——

Ix the past five years the people of
the United States have taken out of the
ground in minersals of one sort or an-
other $647, 395,041 more in_ value than
l:;&ngnogm amount of our debt in
1

AccorpiNG to geograph ieal compu-
talions, the minimum age of the earth
since tho formations of the primitive
soils is 21,000,000 years, allowing 100,
000 years since the appearance of man
upon the globe.

Ax immense pipe of baked clay, that
probably belonged. to some distin-
guished mound builder of prehistoric
days, was recently dug up near Purdy,
Tenn. It weighs four and one-ball
pounds and is in the shape of an eagle.

UNpERGROUND cables are now laid
in thick-grooved glass plates, in each
groove of which a single wire is placed
and cemented in place with piteh,
which is as perfoct a con-conductor as
gluss, and the only other insulutor
used.

Trr wife of a Buffalo physician has
recently boen adjudged insane bocause
of a strange mania for fans. She was
accustomed, when out shopping te pur-
chase every fan she saw, regardless of
cost, and accumulated a maguificent
collection.

Bacx of Senator Morrill's appropri-
ation of §17,000 to make a wing of the
Smithsonian Institution fire proof is a
gift of armor, said to be the finest in
the world, and worth a million dollars,
but the Vermont Senator will not yet
tell who the donor is.

Taere is no city inthe world in
which so mwuch black is worn as in
Paris, writes a correspondent. Itis a
rule in all large establishments that
the saleswomen should be clad in
black. Dark colors are made the
badge of respectability.

WirLiax WintaROP ALLEN, of Med
field, Mass., is now the oldest living
alumnus of Harvard. He was born
Jaouary 26, 1794, and was & member
of he class of 1817, of which Hon.
George Bancoft and Samuel E. Sewell,
of Boston, are the only surviving mem-
bers.

VersatLiLes is falling in to s state of
ruin, The statues are moss-grown,
water infiltrates into the arches of the
orangery from the lerrace above and
the southern wing of the palace has so
‘gone to decay that large stone aoften
Ltumble from the cornice, while the
'n.xoi.l' is hardly n proteotion from the

IDAHO, |

| er they are left to bleech on the moun-
| tain-side, cast into the ses, burned, or

REFORMATION IN GHOSTS,

The Wonderful (hangé Apparentin
the Spevters of Current Lore—Po-
lite and Unobtirusive Spirita

It Is curious to obsetve whata re-
markable change in ghosts has been
offeoted by modern science, says the
| Philadelphia Iress. The re of
| current literaturg 1s well awate that

"ment of supernatural machinery as
| elfective as ever, Even the matter-of-

I thical society have a double portion of
the old belief. The ghost of the nine-

| has left off nlmost all of his old fan-
"lastic tricks and taken on a polish
suitable to bis time. In the most

' stories the Wost important apparation

and the one which will probably seem
tho most real to nine-tenths of the
readers is the soul of the young gen-
tleman afilicted with the early English
cult, which is tied to earth by s yearn-
ing for bric-a-brac. It hovers over the
romainder cops of a set of biue china
which the youth had been unable to
complete before his death.

In anosher story the obliging spirit

fair but fretting young widow, who
fears he has been drowned. These

tendency to linger around the soenes
of pursuits which have become a pas-
slon; the other is an exaggerated
example of telepathy.

One feature of the new ghost is his
singular indifference to the fate of hls
bones. He never seems to care wheth-

buried. Yet that used to be his chief
solicitude. Disraell, in the second se-
ries of his “Curlosities of Literaturs,”
describes this trait with usual care and
exactitude, He says: *‘Bodies, corrupt-
ed in their graves, have arisen, partio-
ularly the murdered, for murderers are
apt to bury thoir victims In a slight
and hasty manner, Their salts, oxhal-
ed in vapor by means of their fermen-
tations, have arranged themselves on
the surface of the earth, and formed
phantoms which at night have often
terrifiod the passing spectator, as au-
thentic history witnesses. They have
opened the grave of the phantom and
discovered the bleeding corpse beneath;
hence It is astonishing how many
ghosts*may be seen at night after the
recent batile standing over their
corpses,” A field of tbe dead, dotted
with sentinel specters, is an idea on
which the imagination may run riot.

Some peculiarides of the ancient
ghost were highly useful and conven-
lent. ~ The obliging specter of the mis-
or was often unable to wing its way to
hades antil it disclosed to some one
the hiding-place of his hoard. On
somo of the Pacific islands the ghosts
of dead buccaneers watched patiently
for years Lill some one came
to remove the buried treasure. Then
what a number of secret cabinets have
been unlocked, important papers found
hidden deeds laid bare, and crime de-
tectod by the aid of ghosts These
offices they have ceased to perform.

I'he phantom has also become much
less revengeful. Of old murdered men
could not sleep in their graves until
they bad instigated somebody to re-
venge. This was distinetly inconven-
tent for their spirits had no diseretion.
They thought nothing of choosing the
most peaceable-minded men to execute
their bloody behests, and it was very
awkward for a quiet man to be placed
in the dilemma of being either exposed
to the reproaches of a respected ghost
or of committing a crime quite oppos-
ed to his usual habits.

It was probably the injustice of the
case that brought Sir Thomas Browne
to the conclusion that ‘these appari-
tions and ghosts of departed persons
are not the wandering souls of men,
but the unquiet walks of devils, prompt-
ing and suggesting us into mischief,
blood, and villainly; instilling xnd steal-
ing into our hearts that tlie blessed
spirits are not at rest in their graves,
bat wander, solicitous of the affairs of
the world." If this be so it is comfort-
ing to reflect that in our time the emis-
saries of Satan have other employment
than that of parading about under the
mask of dead men revivified.

It is & belief of long standing that
good or evil spirits may enter into a
corpse. The lines in the Ancient Mar-
iner are familiar:

Start pot. thou wedding guest!
"Twas not the soul of theso dead men
That to thelr corses came agaln,

But a troop of spirits blest.

No wonder that those who shared
Sir Thomas Browne's belief carefully
avoided after nightfall cemeteries,
churches, charnel-houses, and other
dormitories of the dead where imps of
hell, clothed in the fleshy habiliments
of men, held nocturnal revelry. Burns
seems to have thought that while ‘the
devils danced the dead men held the
candle:

Coflins stood round hk2 open presses,

That show’d the dead In their last dresses;

And by some develish contralp slight

Each In his cauld hand beld a light

Another marked difference between
the old ghost and the wraith of to-day
is that the latter’ is voiceless. The
earlier gibbered and moaned. In bare,
lonely woods, in haunted church and
castle, they shrieked and screamed,
We have heard of ghosts that moaned
and sang; a few have played musical
instruments. In the black plantation
ot the top of the hill, where Bella
Brown killed ber baby and then
hanged herself, yon might hear—so the
peasants used to say—on windy nights,
when the rotten boughs were hurled
down and the dead leaves sent flying
like hounds in full ery, first the cry
of the phantom child, then the lullaby
of its phantom mother. No one would
go there after dark, not even Will, the
poacher, who, though he was reputed
to fear neither man uor devil, cautious-
ly skirted the wood at a safe distance
with his limping dog cowering at his
heels. All those wild, turbulent, rest-
less spirts are Iaid forever. Buch
wralths as do appear merely look in as
they are passing—to put the faot in o
familiar way—to let us know they are
going. The best authenticated stories
are those of spirits which, when far
from home, are compelled st short

et ———e e o

e e,

wdear friend, a lover, or 4 brothér,
enler the room in some wysterions
manner, thicken out of mist into & re-
wetiblance to the familiar form, then
with a long, mournful gaze pass out
again to pursuc the mystic journey
This gentle, harmless shadow is all
that remains of the stera, slecpless, vin-
dictive ghost who could never be guiet
till his secrets were told or bé had had
his revenge or burial, but who is now
interred in that graveyard of romance
where lie the fauns and satyrs,
brownies, elves, and fairies, the witch-
es and warlocks the hobgoblins and
flends who made the air geund our
forefathers thick with fear and myste-
.

D D ——
The Hotel Mascot,

“Every hotel has its odd charac
tet,” remarked a clerk to an Indian-
apolis Journal reporter. *'I have had
experience around a good many and
bave never failed to find some odd
genius of some sort, soms ode Wwhon
everybody, big and little, old and young,
knows, sitting around the office.”

“A sort of mascot,” suggested the
reporter.

*Yes, that's it; that's what we might
call them. You find them all pretty
much alike in character—genial, talk-
ative, gossiplog, good natured genius-
es who seem to gather upall the news
in town, personsl and general, snd are
always ready to tell it Then they
generally have a fund of stor'es so
taat they oan enliven the dullest of
company If they try, These character-
istics soon make them well known to
everybody and companionable to all
Strange, too, their physical character-
istics are very often similar. I knew
an old fellow at a hotel down in Vir-
ginis once. He was an odd geniue
and was always sitting around the
office, morning, noon and night, and
never failed to have a crowd of ready
listeners around him. Everybody knew
him and everybody liked to talk with
him. One day I missed him from Lhe
office. It was so unusual thatI was
sure something had gone wrong. So
I sent the porter to his room not far
away from the hotel,to see about him
Ho soon returned with the report that
our old friend, -the companion of
many weary hours, was lying in h's
room dead, I half suspected as much,
_because these characters generally
pass away in that manner. As a rale
they have no Immediate relatives and
no one especially interested in them."

*They take the public in as their
relatives, do they?"’

“It would appearso. They do of-
ten become strongly attached to s
good many and there are a good many
sighs of regret when they pass away.
Strange characters sometimes they
are, sure.”

Colorado Zephyrs.
There was & young fellow from Boston
Whose right lung, alas! was » lost 'un,
But in Denver’s pure air
He now bas a pair—
the difterence 'tween Deuver and

That’s

There was a young fellow named Hall
Who came here with no lungs at all;
He vow plays the trombone,
And Is generally known
As a tooter exceedlngly tall,
—Denver News,

Brigham Young’s Ready Wit.

It is believed that the following an-
ecdote of Brigham Young has never
before been published. The high priest
of the Mormons often had to exert the
whole of his wonderfully quick w:t in
order to preserve the fa'th that bhis
followers had in him. A certain elder,
while chopping wood, bad cut his leg
s0 badly that it had to be asmpulated.
As soon as he was able he came to
Young and stated his case to him some-
what as follows: *I have always been
a good Mormon. Ihave several wives
and a good many children, and in my
pregent maimed condition I do not
know how 1 am to provide for them. 1
believe truly that you are Christ's rep-
resentative on earth, and that you have
all the power that He had. If you like
you can work miracles; if you like you
can give me a new leg, and now I ask
you to do it.”

Young assented to all the flatlering
propositions as they were laid down,
and when the elder had finished speak-
ing he said: *I can give you a new
leg, and I will, butI want you to
think a little about it at first. When
the day of judgment comes, whercver
you are buried your old leg will find
you out and join itself to you, but if I
give you a new one, that will rise with
you, too, and the question is whether
you would rather suffer the inconven-
ience of getting nlong with one for a
few years here or go through all eter-
nity with three legs.”

The choice was guickly made, and
Brigham Young's reputation as a
miracle-worker was saved.— New York
Tridbune.

Two Meals a Day in Cuba.

Only two meals a day are served in
Cuban hotels, says The Home Journal.
They live much as people do in some
parts of France and Switzerland. You
take an orange or two with a cup of
coffee and a roll in the early morning;
a liberal breakfast, in courses, is served
st 11 o'clock and a ceremonious dinner
at 4 or 5 in the afternoon. This mode
of living is admirably suited to the cli-
mate, and you fall in with the custom
and like it at once. The breakfust
opens with small olives and frosh rad-
ishes, served in the same dish; the next
course is fish, then eggs, men} ete
You are not asked what you prefer, but
each course is set before you and you
partake of it or not. Instead of begin-
ning with fruit, the Cuban breakfast
ends with it—pineapples cut from the
stalks the same morning, bananas
freshly picked, - sapodillas, a faint and
over-sweet morsel, with oranges ad
libitam. In Florida, and in many other
parts of the country, the orange s cut
in halves and its juice and pulp are
passed to the mouth with a teaspoon.
In Havana the orange is served whole
on the table, peeled down to the juicy
“meat of the fruit,” and you present
the golden ball to your lips on the
pronge of a fork At any and every
American hotel the moment you sit
down the question is almost flung at
you: *Tea or Coffee?”’ Cubans bet-
ter understand what is henltbful. They
follow nature's plan and take their
meals more as the lower animals do.
Cubans do not fill their stomachs with
fluids durlng meals. After breakfast
is over then coffce or tea is served—
Coffee in French style, at loast one-half
the cup being filled with milk,

notice to quit for ghosteland.
Instead of polug dipect one will

sometimes k') rouad by by bowse of |

High vent—a bolg {0 the top of your habw
Dansitle Grows, S

MINOR MENTION,

Gladstooe says be will never sit tor another
portrait,

Chsuncey M. Depew has gone to Peekskitl
for the summef.

Madelibe Lucette has written & play for
Minole Madders:

Florence and Jefferson are likely to star to-
gether some time.

Fmma Abbott owns a nickel-plated bicycle
of the Iatest style.

Mrs. Louls Hammersley has a pearl neck-
Isce that cost $5,500.

Thetésa Vailghn hids 4 new stéam yaebt
snd gives parties on it

Mrs. D. P. Bowers is to make & two yesrs'
toar of the Australian cities -

Niva Van #andt, the proxy widow, will
summer at Frankfort, Mich

W. G. Grace, the greatest crieketer in the
world, will be forty years nld July 18

Matilda Joslyn Gage bas petitioned Con-
gress to remove her political disabilities

The late George Sturge, ©of Eongland, left
mwre than $1,250,000 for various charities.

Joht Jacoh Astor prefers walking to riding
and Is s¢en on Broadway every afternoon.

Robert Louls Stevenson considers Heary
Jumes the greatest of living American nov-
clists.

Paris has a “society for the protection of
youung men who have lost their Jatch-keys
snd can’t get into the house.”

The new wire gun at Shoebaryness has
thrown & 500 pound shell a distance of twelve
miles, the greatest distance ever covered by
a cannon bell,

The *Iathers” may mean men who plit on
lath or men who put on lather; In any event
they are striking in the east for sbout the
pay ol a congressman.

Yankee genlus should utilize the grasshop-
pers. Thore Is no doubt they could be dried,
pulveriz d and made (uto soup cakes for use
of the army aod navy.

‘The oldest house In Indlana, the old Moore
manslon, situated op the Utica plke, nes
Four Mile Springs, has recently bLeen torn
down. It was bullt in 1800, .

There are mow sesenteen city officials, or
ex-ofticlals, doing time at Sing Siog for crimes
and misd s. The ber seems large
Lut at least <00 baye got awsy.

Herbert Spencer s said to have vainly
oughit for years the degree of LL. D., which,
the University of Cambridge last week ex-
tended to Prioce Albert Victor,

Gen. Sueridaun commanded the cavalry in
the Army of the Potomac just a year, and
in that time fought 76 battles, captured 205
battle flags, and over 100 field pleces.

A dauglter of the late Nalhaniel P. Wil-
)is (the widow of Dr. Eddy), lives ina ple-
turesque cottage at Cambridge, Mass, and
vecuples a position in Harvard College.

Howard Beely, the Texas writer, makes
use of 1 human skull for an inkstand. It
once belonged, it is sald, to a Mexican
scuori'a who was famous for her beauty.

It is now stated that the reason Matthew
Arnold aied so poor after all his profitable
literary work Is that he expended his
movey In paying the debts of a profiigate
son,

A Troy dressmaker lhas bung outs sign
reading: “Dressmaking by the day, week or
year.”  Sbhe takes contracts lo keep & lady
well-clotlied for a certain time for so much
cash,

The natives of Venezuela followed a wagon
for nearly 1 week to see if the hind wheels
would cateh up with the front ones. As this
did not occur, the vebicle was pronounced a
fraud.

The very c'earest and best of Croton water
contning 120,00 bacteria to the pint. Any oue
desring to fill .up with bacteria at & low
jries ean have the abuve Information free of
charge.

It is said of Walt. Whitman, who Is now
preparing for tae press his now book. *“No-
vember Boughs” that durlug the last five
years be has recelved about $2,00 trom the
sale of his work.

Thie temperature of the sea abreast of Cape
[lorn 1s the same as jee water poured from a

SHE MADE A SALE. '

The Falr Book Agent's Triumph
Over a Yoor; Defonselédés Mam |
Bhe was & preity womal, ahd she |

bowed to e bewilchingly as she tatne |

in, says & writer in Town Fopics. She
beld up one finger archly, and said, |
impetuously:

“Now, sir. I waat you to stop your
writing and Ibok &t m¥ book." i
Then she blushed charminglz as if
piiibarfassed al iny look of sinaseitiefit. |
I said: i

“My dear madam, Iam busy fo-
day, and I beg you will excuse me."" |

She sat down beside me and made
herself comfortable at once.

“Now, don't let me hear another
word about thati you are going to buy
a book, of conrses” |

*But, my dear—=""'

She took my hands gently but firmly
il hers.

*] know you aré a busy man—you
wtits all day and are too tired to read
—you hardly find t'me too lovk at the
paper—you—""

“Yes madam; that's precisely the

case."’ .

She chucked me deliberately under
the chin.

“Do you mean to say that you are
golng to refuse me a miserable little
dollar for this beautiful book?"

I gasped feebly at my office boy. He
was ovidently interested. I said: |

“You must be a successful book
agent; you have the most fetching
qualities I have ever seen.”

Rash words!

She rose ut once, and sitling down
upon the arm of my cha'r, threw one
arm eround my neck, and, bending
down, looked tenderly inlo my eyes,

“Now, you know darl.ng, you are
going to do just what I say; you are go-
ing to buy—""

I heard my office boy chuckle to
himself. I protested. Isaid:

“My dear madam, this is really em
barrassing—do vou know—I am a mar-
ried man—that I—"'

She replied: *“I have nothing to do
with that, I am here for business”

I replled: *“Ieat statement is un-
neccessary; the fact is quite apparent,
But I am really fond of my wife
You've got hold of the wrong man.”

She seemed s trifie hurt at this, but
she did not take her arm from my
neck. She remained in this compro-
mising attitude apparently lost in
thought. I broke Into a cold sweat.

1’1l tell you what I'll do,”" she said,
suddenly, bringing her face dangerous-
ly near my own: “If you'll take a copy
of that book I'll promise not to kiss
you before 1 leave the office!”

I bought the book.

'I'ired of the Telephone.

The telephone hss had a long rest
from abuse, but its turn has come
again.

“Have you got a telephone?" said
one man in the car to another.

“Yes, and I wouldn't be without it
for auything. It's the most useful
most''——

“Hold on. Got any family—small
family ap at your house?"’

‘.No.l|

“Well. I'm going down to tell thom
to take mine out right away.

“Why?"

“Can’t get away from it. My wife

piteber,and it Is suggested that & few |
and anilive would open up arich i nd in the
jemonade business. ~

A (icorgis mud-turtle which was boxed up
and laid away eighteen yesrs ago was uucov-
ered the other day, and he yuwned & few
times aud then started off for s mad hole to
fill up for another rest.

A strawberry is sclentifically described as
s pulpy pericarp without valves” We al-
ways supposed they had lots of valves, and
that thoso valves were closed wben a quart
of them were erowded Into a piat box:

Philudelpbla s to bave four new theaters
this summer. There is no prospect that any
of them will pay a profit, but the idea is to
furnish the marrieda men opportunities to
spend Lheir evenings away from home.

The idea that any one Is safe on a feather
bed iu = thunder storm Is being exploded al-
most daily, Whea a bolt of lightning starts
uutto make its way In the world it had ss
‘soon rip open & feather bed as a straw tick

W.thin the Jast ten years many of the war.
rlors of the Cheyenne tribe baye become
bald-headed, and their medicine men lay it
to poor whisky and strong salt pork. It
may be o case of retributiyo justice, how-
ever,

Two Tennessea lovers walked forty-elght
miles to get the koot tled, and then met
with a refusal because the young chap did
wot have Qity cents to pay the Justice. Itls
a shame that happiness has to be purchased
with money.

John Thomason, of New Hampshire, gave
$14,000 In cash out of his pocket five years
ago for a Fourth of July celebration at Con-
cord. It was a big one and a grand one, aud
De bas been at work on & farm for $18 per
month ever since.

Judge Willlam Strong, retired justice of
the Urited States Supreme Court, who Is
eighty years of age, lectures occasionally on
constitutions] law ln one of the Washington
schools. Unpcle Sam continues to pay him
$10,000 a year.

James Adkins, of Vermont, crept Into a
cave to explore it In search of a chest of gold.
The occupint turned out to be s panther,
and James backed out with so many claw
marks on him that be woo't be handsome
agaln before next Christmas.

While the three-months-old Infant of Mrs.
flenry Crocker, living near Milwaukee, was
sleepiog In its cradle, a large cat Jumped In-
to the latter and curled Itself up for a nap
over the little one’s face. When the child's
grandmother, who had fallen asleep while
walching at the eradle, awoke, she found
tbe baby smothered to death.

The Finance Committee of the SBenate was
debating & knotty point a few days ago, and
Mr. Beck could not be persusded that Mr.
Vance had been sccurate In = certaln siate-
ment. “Why don't you put it in writiogi"
asked Sepator Beck sternly. ““What you say
goes in st one ear and out at the other.”
“Ah!" retorted Vaoce, ‘‘that's because
there's nothing there to stop it

Lightoing recently st Hallsville, near
Centralla, Mo., struck the smokestack of a

mill owned by Carpenter Bros. On the
windowof '+ -nll the stroke of electricity
plainly plo  caphed the numersls 1885,

Between the lizures was & zigzag lioe. On
the wall opposite hung & calendar, for the
present year, from which the photograph was
supposed to have been copied.

A youog lady of New York amuses hersell
with hummiog birds as pets. They bulld
thelr nests in the lace curiains, and bave
raised little families fo the parlor. There
are plants for them to fly about In, and every
day the florist sends a basket of flowers for
tbem to extract the honey from. They are
like little rainbows flylog about the room
and they light on the head of their dalnty
mistress with perfect freedom.

While looking out of ons of the window’s
of his home when last propped up for that
purpose, Gen. Sheridan caught sight of the
equestrian statue of Gen. Scott, a block away,
of which the horse is so absurd »s to have
caused Gen. Grant's grim features to expand
Into & brond mnile every time he Jooked at it
stendile. ‘Then he sald very earpestly to his
brother:  “3ike, If ever a grateful country

shan'd eregt an cquosirien ststae of me, for
Gul's sake, seg Wist | b-voa botter mount
shon Beatt,” etk

Ay

has led in getting at me every-
where 1've been, and I've aways had
to go home. I have wanted lo
have a  quet evenng  wilh
the boys for some weeks, but
every time “ling-a-ling-a-ling’'—that

founded teleph Always some
message. You see, I'm too honest. 1
always tell her where I'm going and
she catches me every time. She has
used every possibie experiment a tele-
phone could possibly carry, but she
has overdone it, and no more tele
phones.”

“What has she done?"’

“Well, last night I made up my
mind I'd take a holiday from the fami-
ly so to speak, and when the tele-
phone rang I went to it prepared to
face every argument she could make.
But she got me. I had to go home.

“How did she get you?"

“Hang it, she put the baby up to the
telephone and pinched it till it yelled
blue murder over the wire.''—San
Francisco Ezamine.

Such a Stupid Man.

“Commend me toa woman for mak-
ing blunders,” said a well-known Wall
street man to a reporter, **About noon
yesterday I sent s telegram to my wife
in Brooklyn, in which I said: ‘Meect
me at Wall street forry at 3," my inten-
tion being to take her to see a game of
base ball at the Polo grounds. I was
on time but could see notlung of my
wife. I waited until two boats arrived,
and then the thought suddenly siruck
me that she might be over at the
Brooklyn side. So I took the 3:20 p.
m. boat over. Arrived there—no wife.
I spent about ten minutes darning my
luck, and then asked the man who
closes the gate if he had seon a lady
waiting for someone. Of course he
bad, She waited about half an hour
and took the 8:20 boat for. New York—
just the time Ileft. There was noth-
ing to de but go back. I took the 3:40
boat and stood outside to cool off. In
midstream we passed the other boat
and I'll be blown if there wasn't my
wife going back to Brooklyn. She
saw me and I shouted ‘come back,’ but
evidently she did not hear, for when
the boat returned she wasn't on it
Then I was mad. Leaving word with
the gateman to detain my wife il she
appeared—to arrest her if necessary—
I caught the 4 o'clock bosat back to
Brooklyn. Again in the stream I saw
Mrs. C's red parasol on the other boat.
I slunk back out of sight. I didn't
want her to follow me again. At jast
4:18 I got back to New York and found
the lady there and not in tears as I ex-
pected, but In = fit of laughter at my
‘stupldity,” as she called it for sending
such an indefinito message.’ Of course

we missed the game."—New York
Sun.

ADVICE TO CIGAR-SMOKERS.

Buy “Twenty-five” Boxes, and Do
Not Select Light-Colored Cigars.
‘Have you noticed the change that

lias come over the trade respecting the

standard cigar-box?"’ asked a leading
dealer of a New York Mail and Ezpress
reporter recently. *“Not very many
years ago the standard box held one
hundred cigars, Now the standard
holds but fifty, and the still smaller
box holding but twenty-five s rapidly
pushing to the front, Is this not sos

| in costly Havana cigars is in great per-

| Jight-colored cigars, and at the same

nations become more civilized the coits
in use become subdivided to meet the
dematids of a more-diversified trade?
May it not come from a leaning to-
wird a fresh cigar! When one man
wants to consume # box containing
one hundred cigars he finds the Jast
row too dry, and hencé his change to
the fifty or Awenty-five box.

“Bat,” continued the dealer, *if the
wholesale- and retail tobacconist of
this countfy do not soon awake from
their long sleep théy will wake up sotiie
fine morning and find that their trade

il, and the work they are now refusing
to do will be many times harder when
the critical point 18 reached. The point
in question is that fool sh freak of na«
ture, the insane fashion for light-color-
td eigars;add withotit one word of com-
ment ot explanation the tobaccon sts
have been catering to that silly whim.
Matters have gone from bad to worse,
until whole crops of tobacco have been
ruined in the endeavor to supply some-
th ng that nature would not produce.
In the tobacco-growing districts of
Cuba the crops have been cut long be-
fore maturity, and, as a natural conse-
quence, very lnferior tobacco was the
tesult. The customer still asks for

time condemns the inferiot quality of
later-day tobacco thal, nine times out
of ten, has been spoiled in order to
satisfy his craving for a pale cigar,
This is all wrong, and it is within the
power of the retailer to counteract this
tendency on the part of the con-
sumer and bring him to a realizing
sonse of his own danger, It is need-
less to lay down a set of rules for the
guidance of tobacconists. They know
that the so | and climate of Cuba will
not produce a light cigar tobacco any
better than any other. When nature
produces a tobaceo light in color it is
unsuited for cigars is a well-known
fuct the world over, This is the rule
that nature hersell has made, and when
you get a pale color you may know
‘that the tobacco has been doctored and
{is unfit in richness, aroma for a delic-
1ous smoke. The crop of Havana to-
bacco is dark; the coming erop w.ll in
iall probability, be dark also; and if
ithe dealers do not bestir themselves
and enter into the work of converting
the'r misguided customers they will
imperil their trade of the fincr grades
jof cigars. The Havana tobacco excels
all other for cigars. The Mexican and
Mun lla weeds are favoriles for che-

roots. The Kentucky tobacco is in-
termedinte in character. The tobacco
of Virginia is the best for pipe smok-
'ing, while that from Maryland Is used
Aor the cheaper grades of cigars.

THE NUMBER TWO.

‘It Rulned One Man and Sot Another
on Iils Feet Agaln,

A correspondent of the philadelphia
North American tells this story of an
adventurs in El Paso: *With a few
companions I had been having quite a
night of it, and at 1:30 in the morning,
with just five cents in my pocket,
found myself alone on street, El
Puso. This was a terrible state to be
in, considering that [ had not a friend
to whom I could apply with any cer-
tainty. I thought of my position so
earnestly that I discovered wysell
standing quite still, cursing my bad
Juck. I determined to make the best
of it and was about passing on, when
I was suddenly surprised by hearing
somo one exclaim: “Ruined by two."
I turned and saw a well-drussed younyz
man standing at the door of one of
the most noted gambling saloons in
El Paso. I was about to approach
him when he left the door and was
lost to view in the darkuess beyond.
Feeling a decp interest in what 1 had
seen and heard I determinud to go in-
side and learn if poss.ble the cause of
this despair.

“Gaining admittanee, I quietly asked
a looker-on at the game what was the
trouble with the young man who had
lleft but a few moments since. He toid
me that he bad been playing at the
‘wheel,” (roulette), and each lime he
doubled his bet on the number Lwo,
and not once did he win. As he was
speaking I heard a near-by bell strike
two, and as the ‘wheel’ wus then spin-
ing around I determined to risk my
nickel, I placed it on Lwo; the wheel
stopped, and I had won. I was then
worth $1.80. I received checks for
that amount and placed the whole on
two again, and again old two did win.
I was then worth $64.80. The wheel
was spinning for a third time, and for
the third time did 1 risk my all on
pumber two, and for the thrd time
did two win that night. Not daring to
‘chnnoa it again I cashed my checks
and departed a winner by $2,332.25.

*Just two days Inter I met the young
man to whom number two had been so
fatal and begged him to nccopt $500.
Reluctantly Eg did, and to-day he 18 a
highly respected merchant -of Galves-
ton. I purposeiy withholl his name
out of respect to his family."”

The Negro Losing His Birth-
marks,

The negro is changing in apperance
and losing some of the birthmarks pe-
culiar to the African race. The
new goneration is showing tho effects
of a higher culture. Especially is this
noticeable in the towns where contact
with the whites shows its effect. The
flatnosed, kinky-headed negro is pass-
ing away and becoming an unknown
race. All the colored children, no
matter how dusky in hue, show the
change. Among the females, long hair
of that peculiar woolly appearance,
hangs in long braids or curles down
their backs. Aquiline noses and smaller
mouths with thinner lips are the rule.
For years, and in fact ever since their
freedom, the negresses have endeavor-
ed to do away with the sbort kinky
hair bestowed upon them by their an
cestors. Much of their spare change
is invested in various tonics and invig-
orators, and the long altention and
care bestowed upon it is shown in their
descendants. The South Georgia ne-

is an evidence of evolution, the
Cosnte

DEATH AMONG THE OMAHAS.

—_—

Funeral Customs of Am AMféfiéan
Tribe of Indians-- Death Foreshad-
owed and Warded O

Mr. Frank La Flesche, an Indian
who has for some years been employed
in the Indian office; Fead att Interesting
paper before the Authropologieal so-
ciety Tuesday evening, says the Wash-
inglon Star, on *Funeral Castoms of
the Omahas” *The approack of
death,” he said, ‘is believed to be
foreshndowed in various ways, not
onl, to the person hitmselt, but by oth-
ers, who, by reason of their sttppesed
skill in seeing the coming of death,
gain reputation as prophets. They
elther have visions, or pass through
apparent death. The dreamer lies
in the open air, In the midsummer,
with the thunder rolling itt the heav-
ens, and listens for voices. These come
to him from an'mals: clouds, or merely
the air. Sucl: persons as can foresec
death ave eligible to thembership in
the *‘Ghost society.’’ One vision e
that of & woman walking, but not on
the ground, surrounded by = halo of
brightness, and always leaving a vil-
lage or lodge. If one weara placid,
plensing expression the death will be
from patural eauses, trom secident or
in war; but if the face is distorted it is
an indication that the person will die
while in s quarrel with another and
the soul is full of bitterness. Those
who foreses can always prevent deatb,
and are often called upon to render
this service. One method is pouring
hot water at right angles to the path
leading to the lodge; while another
consists of occupying, with one whose
denth is foreseen, a sweat-lodge built
by the latter, pronounc ng certain in-
cantations, and sprinkling the body of
the client with the powder of the art-
emsia, supposed to be the food of the
ghosta.

*“The howling of a dog is also &
token of coming death, but is not so
infallible as the spectscle of a dog
mounting the side of an earth
lodge and peering through the
opening at the top. Then with trem-
bling limbs, the warrors seated around
the fire seize missiles, ¢ hase the dog
and kill him to propitia to the ghosts.
To see or hear the voices of dea d rela-
tives is also a sign of approaching
denth.

“As soon as the person reaches the
last moments of life those nround be-
ginto wail in voices that can be heard
for two miles or more. This cry has
sometimes been m staken for a song or
chant, but it is merely a cry of deep
anguish, interspersed with terms of
relation. When the person Is known
to be dead those near est related toh'm
strip themselves, with frenzied zeal of
every arlicle of ornament on their
body, and even clip their hair. The
young women only cut it a little, and
the young men often not at all, but
th:e elders of both sexes cut it short.
The young men and women cut the
fiesh off the legs below the knees.
With every fresh arrival the wallings
begin anew. The relatives become ex-
hausted by the wounds they inflicted
oa themselves and the constant orying
long before the time of burial. As
soon as death occurs the body Is
propped in a sitting position so that it
may stiffen in that attitude snd is
dressed in gala costume. The face is
painted first a deep red, and then a

luck line about the width of a finger
is drawn across the forehead and
down the cheeks, moeding another line
dzawn horizontally across the chin,
thus form ng u squave,

«If the deceased be a member of
one of the societies the organization
takes entire charge of the funeral. It
is carried to the lodge of the society
and is placed at one eud in the posi-
tion of a host, painted and dressed ns
in lifo. Members of the soc.ety oall
and pay respect to the dead, bringing
gifts and singing the favorite songs of
the decenssd Dbrother. One of the
most impressive of all the customs of
tlie Omahas occurs at this time, while
the body is lying in state. The young
men, anxious to do homage and pay
respect to the memory of the dead,
gather 1n the village, strip themselves
to the breecheloth. and cat in the right
arm a slit in  the skin between the el-
bow and the shoulder. Willow twigs
bearing leaves are then thrust through
this slip of the skin, with the foliage
hanging down. The wound is kepl
open and the blood trinkles down and
spatters the leaves. The young men
then march in silence to the lodge con-
twining the body, aud, standng in a
line across the entrance, sing. This is
the only funeral song of the Omahas,
and has been sung in the same way for
yoars.”

Mr. La Flesche then asked a young
Omaba Indian in the andionce to come
forward. He did so, bringing with
him four short paddles of willow
wood, two of which he gave to the
lecturer. The two Indiuns then began
the funeral song or chant, which
sounded weirdly amid the surround-
ings of eivilization. There were no
words audible, simply a nasal drone or
wail that rose and fell in accented ca-
dence much as the wind sounds through
the wires st night. The younger In-
dian closed his eyes and threw back his
head in native unction, but the lec-
turer sang without movement Both
kept time with the movement of the
chant by beating the paddles together
at regular intervals,

“At the close of the song,’’ continu-
ed Mr, La Flesche, *the chief mourn-
er emerges from the lodge and all
sound dies away. The mourner passes
down the line; saluting each of the
visitors. Then, passing back, he pulls
from the arm of each the bloody twig,
which he casts aside The company
of young men is then presented with a
lorse, which is vsually given back to
the family after the funeral.

The Agents Wera Amusing for
Once.

An Allegheny matron smiles when-

ever any one mentions agent in her

gﬂvd of the fittest. —Allant
stution.
Making Both Ends Meet.

+We must curtail expenses,'’ said
thbe husband to his sweel wife. *“In-

pr and recounts with pleasure
how ske got even with two of the itin-
erants last week. She had sent her
maid out, and was taking a slesta on
the couch in her sewing-room, when a

deed and I don't see how anybody could
be more saving than I am. We've
got a family of four of our own end
two servants, and yet I manage to get
along, my dress bills and all, with only
a little over $200 a month.” *‘And I
get s salang of $100 a month,” “Well,
you must get them to raise your salary.
You have the least management about

souated for gn the principle the) ae

!-.:::aw over mw, Qb i

ring at tho bell aroused her. She
| answered it and a female stalked in,
and seating herself, annpunced that
she was sole sgent for the greatest
furniture polish in the world, guaran-
teed to remove any stain or scrateh
from any picee of wood, to renew the
| finish and make defaced pieces as good
i nsnew, The lady of the house point-
" od to u terribly rubbed piauo, aud the

down ot bet knees rubbing away fod
dear life. Her faee got red, she rubbed
up, down, across and round im & oire
ele, bot the polisir did not return.  Ex-
paasted, she seated herself and began
10 get real cool, when another ring af
the Lell Interruptod the flow of conver-
sation.  This time it was a book agent,
who sold only on subscription, the very
Intest ook book. With malice afore-
thonght the matron declined to pur-
chnse, but set the book ngent on the
furniture polish vender. Notallowing
an interruption, the former began a
recitation of the virtnes of the book.
Whenover the Iatter tried to Interject &
word into the conversation, she went at
it with renewed energy and talked the
entl ont of the polish woman's hair.
Seeing no chance 1o get in a word, the
attacked female took from her handbag
a bottle of polish aud held it up. The
effwct was electrical. That book agent's
face showed her discomfiture, and withe
out anothor word she rose and made
for the door. Sha was followed by the
other, and the lady of that houso vow-
ad that she had not enjoyed hersell so
much for # month, and that she forgives
them for spoiling ber after lunch nap.
—Toledo Blade. %

Playing Confidence Games.
A new olass of swindlers have be<
gun operations in Fifth Avenuo aud
Upper Broadway,'" said one of lnspeo-
for Byrnes' detectives this morning
while watching a well-dressed woman
across the street .
*That “lady’ over there is a loading
member of the gang," be continued.
*8he would make $10 or 815 to-day if
let alone. Bhe used to be a shop-
lifter. Becaunse of the danger of de-
tection, and & cortain knowledge that
she'd be sentenced for the longost
term possible if again arraignod be-
fore any justice in this city, she and
some of her former companions have
conoeived the idea of making a good
living ss arstocratic beggars. You
soe thoy dress fashiouably, bave pleas-
ing manners and know just whom o
strike.

*A good natured business man is
thelr vietim every time. One of the
gang will accost him in the middle of
a block, out of hearing distance. Hor
manner of greeting him would lead
uny one moross the street to think her
an scquaintance. In a low tone she
says she has lost her pocketbook or
been robbed. Her husband or brother,
of course, is a member of the sams ex-
change as the gentleman addressed.
Her nume Is given and recogn zed,
and then, with false embarrassment
and blushes, she would trouble her
viotim for a few dollars.

“Nine times out of ten tho unsus-
pecting individual will say. ‘Why'
certainly; pray don't mention it," and
pass over a five-dollar note in a hur
ry, glad at tle opportunity to do it
The swindler asks for bis card and
goes in search of another victim, after
oxpressing her hearty thanks. The
same person I8 never truck’ twice,
and in this way the swindlers escape
positive detection. = A few of the fra-
ternity will tackle members of their
own sex with a story calculatod to
win a dollar or two; but this is only
done when there is n scarcity of male
prey. They work all sorts of dodges,
and are often successful simply bo-
cause of their fine nppearance and
good manpers. I tried hard to get o
well-known society man who had been
swindled by that woman across the
way lo prosecute her, but ho doclined;
saying it would be a shame to lock up
such a protty woman.''—New lork

Telegram.

The New York Swell at Home.
“Where do you suppose that fellow
lives?’ said a man about lown yester-
day to a real-estate broker. pointing te
a faultlessly-dressed man who sat op-
posite in a street car.

+He looks as if he might live in bach-
elor apartments at a good club or at &
first-rate hotel,” was Lhe answor.

“Well he doesn’t live at any
such place. Bee he's going to get off
here. Let's follow him up." The
suggestion was accepted and ten min-
utes later the subject of the conversa-
tion was seen to enter a door leading
to rooms above an humble grocery in
Fourth Avenue.

“How did you know where he lived?”’

«I didn't know exactly, but I knew
be was hard up and I learned his
babits years ago. Ho lives up to his
income and sometimes a little above it.!
When bhe is hard up he economizes by
taking cheap lodgings. Fourth Ave-
pue is a quiet street not too far from
Broadway and the fashionable quarter,
and rooms over here ure not cxpensive.
There are some snug old-fashioned
flats in Fourth Avenue, occupicd by a
sort of people you'd hardly expect to
find here. The genuine Tichborne
claimant lived in modest quarters on
Fourth Avenue for a long time when
he was hard up.”

«And do many reslly fashionable
men have lodgings here?"

«] don't know that; but New York
is so big that a man may lodge almost
anywhere and his friends bo none the
wiser. You'd bo surprised at the lodg-
ings of some men who belong to swell
clubs, dress well, and know (he sons
of millionaires. A hall room costs
from $2 to $4 a week, nnd when a fres
guent diner-out gots hislodgings down
to that figure the problem of living id
almost solved. Poor men who wish ta
shine among swells must economize
somewhere, and that's the point at
which most of them begin.—New York
Telegram.

The Poor Man’s Club House

An old stager sat ata small round
tablo in & liguor saloon, with & beey
glass at his left, when he sald: “Therd
is one thing overlooked by the toetos
talers who want to abolish the liquor
saloons, and it is that they are all club
houses. Everyone of themis a popus
lar club-house, free and easy, open day
and evening to everybody, in whiclj
anybody can enjoy n glass of beer, &
social chat, a pipe. and a newspaper.
Hereabout, for example, we live i
rookeries and tenemouts, but at thig
saloon the neighbors can drop in of an
evening pass an hour after their day's
work,and get all the benefits of a freee
and-easy olnb, pretty cheaply, 100; yesy
low as five cents, with the foaming
amber thrown in. 1f is well enough
for the nobs who have nice homes om
feslive resorts to try to tear down the
liguor saloons, and drive us from garrel
to guttor, but they can't do it Lill they
build elub honses” of a bettar knd of
the gorner of every bodk 'n loWhey

| pedaler of the paiont goods was s 0Ree
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