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the ton of Idaho within the
next ¢ yoars, We know thst
the  Shart Live we been

doing considerable advertising and
trast the results may come up to
Nr, Burley's greatest expectations;
N\tiwh«\ we hoar that the mib
road lobhy is already organized at
Boise aed that the interview above
referred to is belng worked  for ita
full valne as & monlder of public
sontiment against raitroad legisla.
tion, we think we are able to dis
carn an inordinate longing on the
part of the € Short Line fora
continuation of present condition,
that pressages no reduction in freight
and pashenger rates except at the
ond of & determined fight on the
part of the chosen representatives of
the people, | Kvery voter iy divect:
Iy interested in the matter of pass.
enger rates=in the difftrence bhe-
tween 3 and g cents a mile; and i€
a railroad lobby is ownd  opposing
this  raluction there should he
such a movenent all oyer the State
as wonld make every recaleitrant
teel the fleeting character of his kit
Ue brief anthority and that his
ture prospects for  political preter-
wment rest with the people and not
with corporations and their paid
lobhyista, "

Tux Trivexg has no informas
ton, except that given by the
dependent, respecting the alleged
railroad lobby, and thercfore can
neither afirm nor deny its exists
ence,  However, we can perceive
nothing wmore reprehensible in o
railroad lobby at Boise than a farm-
er's lobhy, stockgrowers pro-ole
omargerine lobly, or a W, C. 1% U,
lobhy at Washington, Al lobbies
are animated by the same purpose;
that s, to  prevent legislation
thought to be antagonistic to thelr
interesty, or  promote legistation
fovorable theretor and whether
Tobby be good or bad depends entirs
ely on the point of view, The /nde
Pendent 1 quite vight in pointing
out that n veduction of freight and
Passenger rates I 0 conmummmation
mueh desfred,  Dut, 8 1t not also
true that we all pine for lower pric
en on the things we buy and higher
pricos on the things we sell?  Tun
Trinunk i obliged to confess that
fta range of information respecting
raitrond trafMe i so Hmited that it
i unable 1o discuss the question of
Yeaten' Intelligently,  We do not
know the originnl cost per mile of
road-bed; equipped with tles and
raily,  We do not know the cont of
matntenanes,  We do not know
the per vent of deterforation; and
without knowing that, we are, of
course, unable to approximate the
porlod of Hfe given to thew and vails,
engines, carw and all (he wonderful
and complex machinery, grinding,
roaring and  hamwmering in the
the great shops, I'hen we have no
tden of the Tows by accldents, dame
Age mults and all the multitudinows
oxpansen connected with operating
such  stupendows . onterprives,  1f
put to the Bible, we vould tot tell
within severn] thousand dollnes the
cont of u locomtolive, or a frelght
or & passenger car, We haven't
any ldea how jong they run withe
out wearlng out,  We do not menn
collapsslng Hke the mirnculowd one
horse chalse, but on the principle
of the old Indy's stocking, which
alie losiated was the same old wock
although it had been new footed
and leggod a neore or more tmes,
We liave loafed around rallrond
phops & good desl whenh we might
have been more profitably employs
ed==ylowed from the raliroad com-
pany's stand; because our lonfing

presence geterally vommunicated
to sundry employes un irronlutible

|

desire to loaf lkewdsa.  And, wpon
ootasion, Balated of cowrs we
Dave mconscivnsly overturmed the
com of sour beer, thus

the process of graining the Tnterior
of a passander cosch watil maore

sour cnough for Rwe art, dat just
wght Ror other and more exhilerat
ing wses,.  But this i digression,
The poimt we started ot o wake
was this that we ablways, when
loaling abowt, Pund the shops fult
of dilapidated, maimed and clip@t\wl
oars, cosches and engines, remind:
jng oue painiully of a pablic i
frvaary, except that the number of
doctors, attendants and nurses was
normonste angmented. This im
chives us to sarmise that railroads
with all belonging thereto require
freaquent rebuilding.  Bat weconk.
n't even make a respectable guess
as to how frequent. Haundicapped
with such a wealth of ignorance,
we dare notventure an opinipn on
mates,  The Mwdgiondens, somewhat
vaguely, says that a threc-coent a
mile passonger rate would be the
right thing., Massibly it wonld,
Personally, we have no ohjection to
it, or the half of it.  But it isa't
our mailroad, you see. I it were
then we might Rel difforently. But,
honestly, we have no guide in this
matter exoeplt purd selfishiness, and
an fmwvandienyvionsmess. At bottow,
[ We are in @ staté of" chronie
[ Hon against all' whom fortwne  has
Hed up, apd we tong to pall them
down, MThereis mus the heart of
‘ The Indopwdend
[ fafledd to enlighten ux as to freight
[rates. -~ That perhaps, an
| oversight; fory cettainly, it

competent to determine the price at
wideh a Dundle of lumanity should
be carrivd a mile, it can tell ux with
equal accuracy what we shoulid pay
for carrying o box of soap or & key
of mackerel the xime distance,. 1
we knew what the OrefidnShort
Lane ix now charging or earrying
| o handredweighit of freight a wile,
we coull eanily  determine to the
entire sathalvetion ol oursell and
evet vy olse, except the raflromd
company, what it ought to charge,
A sfmple avithmetical process would
do the busined o a g Divide
by G, knock off! g0 per cent and
put the balanee on the slate, 1
the Indipendens han o procesa fun
determining fust rates which is tndd
on a sounder economie basts, or
which  ylelds  Detter  vosuley,  wo
ahould ke to have it explained,

rebel
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SPOTFORD'S THEORY,

"Tlie on. Judson Spofford, poor
injured soul, Hax evolved a theory
which  does infinlte credit to his
penetration and sagacity,  Te tells
us ol the verfiicn! edltmny of
the Salt Lake 2Zerald that the Res
puhitfenns were defeated fn the fawt
politieal bittle, becawse avery mans
euver of the campalgn was directed
with an eye single to the intorests
of Senator Shonp,  ‘I'he coutent, he
avers, would have resulted in o glos
vlous Republican viotory had’ the
Senator been eliminated,  We hope
the Hon, Judson had evolved hLin
theory uninfluenced by ohvy o
thalice, and that hin concluwion in
drawn from wide observation and
exlidtintive esourcls, A grentmuny
of uw, 1o our almple way, eharged
dofeut to the wuperior  vollug
strangtlt of the opposition.  In the
Nortl, It lias boen neeredited (o the
perniclous  activity of  Mornion
prioats; and n cold denl between fu-
wlotlste and dynamiters,  In other
sectionn,  Heyburnbmm, s blanmd
and wo At goen wd (ngfinitum,  No
donbt each aceuser bolleves fn hin
heart that Bin theoty of cnusen In
absolintely correct, aud each wouid
Insiat on ellmination Northern
Demioorats]  learing  the future,
would ellminate the Mormons; Ke-

sour beer copll be fetched-—and | problom,
m\k\mmwimmh

)
woukl expurgate Shashine county, |
aod otfiors i varions loculities
wonld demand the expatriation of
Haybummism.  Alas, if this climine
aviag process shall once de begun,
where will it end? There is the

We striously apprehend that the
theory of the Mon, Judson Spofford
it 8 pare, though perhaps uncon
scious, manifestation of mugwamp-
ory. I Semator Shoup was the
obstacle to Republican suooess, why
At not Tadson eXxert himsolt to res
move the odstacle instesd of sulks
ing while the battle was on and b
witiling when #t is over?  There is
wo tangible avidence to support
Judson's theory, except Judson
Riwsell and & fewr other superior
and unappreciated individuwaly, who
inwardly (and  ountwardly) rebel
against all creation bhecause of the
stupidity of the Creator, who des
signed the universe without their
advice and manages it without their
direction,  If the Hon, Judson
Spofford and hix congeners, instesd
of wrapping themselves wp in the
folds of a gloomy, impenctrable
selfrighteonsness, would cultivate
eyes with which to see things and
minds 10 graxv realities, the halln-
cinations  which  haumt and  vex
them wonld soon disappear.  They
wonld shortly  discover that thews
selves wero much wore to blame for
Republican  defeat  than  Senator
Shoup or anybody else, except the
oppostiion,  The men who will do
nothing but sulk and complain and
rebel beoanse they can nat ran the
whole works are the ones who cone
tribute most to the failure of all une
tukingx,

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Iiminent statesmen of Idaho cons
nected with the press and  other
fearmed 10 Jess rospectable profes:
sions nre again serionsly embroiled
i the disenssion of Constitutional
amendment,  ‘1'he regular biennial
ecnrrenee ol proposals o amend,
alter or abrogate lundamental law
may well (1 the publio mind with
doubts and appreliensions,
it was decided by
Court that the ratitication ul w cons
stitutona!l amendpment  was com
plete when twothivds of those vot-
g om the question were i the af
flomative, 0 I pettled  faet thint
everything proposed I morally cer-
tadiof approval,  The amendiment
rugposted nt prosent \'nnlcuuulul\-w
an fmportiont ehiange in the judiclal
system,  Uhe dintelet and probate
courts are to be divplaced by couns
ty courts having the juriadiction
of both,  I'he argument in support
of iy proposion s that (first) It
would be more egonomical becawe
justioe could  be dispensed  more
promptly and | (second) because In
nome. distriots the amount of litga-
ton I wo groat that one Judge cans
not handle it Whethor or not the
eatnblishiment  of  county  courls

Binee

the  Bupreme

their jurisdiction is already guite
abreast of their capability.  We are
disposed to think, thongh, that the
best solution of the difficulty, if one
exists, is alng the lne of retain-
ing the district conrls and increass
ing the jurisdiction of probate
comrts,  Of course qualifications
would have to be prescribed for
probate judges which, theoretically
at least, would give assurance of
competency.  Increasing the juris-
diction of probate courts would
likely prove advantageous in an-
other divection. It would, in a
measure, be a training school, &t
ting, the youuger and less exper
fenced for the higher judicial offics
es.  In time, it would becowe a
seltled rule that noue shoukd be
advance! o o district judgeship
who had unot had experience and
proved worth in the court below.
Says the Moscow Mirror;

“The Boise papers and a lot of
politicians who are looking for fat
jobs are advooating the cstablish-
ment of “raveling Hbraries' to be
sent about the State for the benefit
of the people,  The Boise Library
society wants to unload a few hun-
dred old books onto the State, and
creote a place with large salary at-
tachwments for someone.  Books, pa
perst and magaaines cau be had {or
A mere pittance and there i8 1o ex-
cuse for anyoue not being able to
secure plenty of reading matter,
aud persons who wounld tuke ads
vantage of a ‘traveling Nbrary'
wonld only o so for the novelty,
and not because they want reading
watter.  ‘The State 18 already heay-
fly burdened with taxation to sap-
port a lot of offfials whose posi
tons were simply created to pay po-
litteal delts and {t is about time
the ‘gralting' process was stopped,
"Tlare i no cn\\ for ‘traveling \i\vr:\-
ries' at public expense when the
best magazines published, whick
will furnish the ordinary person
reading matter for a week, can be
had at from 10 to 2§ centy,”

We know nothing of the supe
posed jobbery connected with thix
traveling library scheme; but there
i no wore need of o traveling li-
breary fu 1daho than of a spivitual-
e medinm in heaven,  The
tronble with the nge is that people
rend o much they have no time for
study and reflection, Tt has been
wald by @ wise man: I'hou may-
eat an well expect to grow stronger
by always cating as wiser by als
wiyd reading,  "Iis thought and
digestion which makes books wer-
viceable, and gives hiealth and vig-
or to the mind;"" and another says:
SHooks, ke (rlends, stould be few
and well choseni' and we sny: A
horrowed book 1 seldom loved, and
an unloved book i always murder-
el fn the veading.  The book
which how been secured through
travall ond self-deninl, and pored
over until every page presents a fa-
wiliar fuce, Is the book that leaves
tho fmpress which shapes the mind
ad character of the reader, A
traveling Hbrary, except an o passe

would be a stroke ol economy
(i questionable.  "I'he qualifications
of 0 county judge would necessrily
bave o be up to the standard of
dinteler Judgens  ‘T'rue enonglh that
standard (n sowe dintricts fn not
very bigh, but, wpoun the whole,
wapablo und upright men preslde
over the dintrlet courtn I the
sandard 1o o be malutalned, the
salary coan not be very materially
ridueed, which  would lay upon
each eounty the whole burden of
mointalping o distriot court, 1
the malntenance of a probate court,
That a symtent of county courta
wonld faellitate Utigation, there can
be no doubt, Tt has been wuggests
ed that It would be better to
retaln  the  distrlot  courta  and
glve them nevded rellel by eninrg-
Ing  tha juripdiotlan  of probate
courts, . This would be a danger

oun expadient vnlews udaluluu”m
Ligher qualifications were reqiiired

Ol

publieans In  the same Iatlbude

g probute Judges, In general,

ing entertainment, fs of ax little
ronl wiility as an astronomical ob-
[ wervatory on an express trafn, - Get
you but one good book a year, cont-
ing o meagre dollar, sud be as de-
voted to it an n young lover to the
mistress of hiw heart, and in that
time you shull acquire more of nct+
unl knowledge than the absorber of
twenty traveling lbrariens,

A Woman Wllln‘éut Hoadachos,

There are probably, few other
| women In thin country ns busy as
| Mrw, 8, 1% Rorer, the famous
| cook, or few who carns us much
motey, Besldes her editoinl work
[fur  I'he Ladles Home Jonrnal,
which Involves answeting severul
thousand letterneach year, she con-

stantly during the season, travels
Ing
colntry,
had a
in her appe

s, Rorer has

ducts n big cooking school in Phil
adelphin, and  lectures ulmost con-

through all mections of the
never
endach, ahe {8 nsver ill, and
arence, In certainly the
best example ope could have of

FORAKER ON PORTO RICO.

OHIO SENATOR REPLIES TO EX-PRES™
DENT HARRISON.

Cincinnati, Deo. 28.—Senator J.
B. Foraker has made a reply to
the recent speech at Aun Arbor,
Michigan, of former President Beu-
jamin  Harrison, in which Mr.
slarrison criticised the Porto Rican
policy of the Government, charact
erizlng it as a departure from cor+
rect principles. In a speech be-
fore the Manufacturers' clud of
this city last night Senator For-
acker said on this poiot:

“All the questions arising upon
the Porto Rican legislation are
s00n to be passed upon by the Sup-
reme court.  For that reason I (o
not care to discuss them at this
time, but it is in order to say that
the view taken by the Congress,
as refiected by that legislation, was
creditable to the gencrosity, the
patriotism and the industrial spirit
ofthe American people.  We found
Porto Rico as poor as poverty could
make her,  She had no mouney, no
credit, no system of taxation of
any  kind, She wanted a civil
government and a revenue to sup-
port it, We gave her a farmore
liberal civil government than was
ever given to any Territory prior
to the civil war, so far as partici-
pation in it by her people is con-
cerned, and we dealt by her wmore
penerously in providing  support
for that government than we have
ever yot dealt with any Territory.
“In requireing her to pay tariff
duties on  imports from foreign
countries, we did only what \we
did with Louisiana, Florida, Cali-
fornia and all the other Territorics;
but in allowing her to put these
duties, when colleéted into her own
treasury for the support of her lo-
cal government, we did what was
neverdone before for any body else;
for in all other cases we have not
only required the payment of these
same duties, but we have also re-
quired them, when they are collect-
ed, to be paid juto the national
treasury at \Washington for the ben-
efit of the whole country; and as to
duties on commerce between Porto
Rico and the United States, we
did not lovy 1§ per cent, but we
remitted 85 per cent of the ex-
isting rates owa number.of articles,
und ole duty on all the rest
and provided that the 15 per cent
should be  remitted on or aller
March + 1902 or sooner, il the
Legislature of Porte Rico shall so
provide, and that in themenn while
all collections of this 15 per cent,
both there und in the United States,
shiall be paid over to Porto Rico
for her own support, We made
this provision because it was the
casiest and least burdensome way
possible to raise indispensable reve-
uue for their Government, and not
becanse it was in any sense a bene-
fit to either our Government or our
]M-npll'.

“I'he Porto Rican Legislature is
now in session, but neither that
body or any member of it nor any-
body else, has taken any step to
repeal or alter the tax system so
imposed by Congress,  On the con-
trary, all concerned alike testify to
the highest satisfoction with what
Congress hos done, and the request

taxation may be substituted

generous  wpirit,

will be unanimously made that the
provisions enacted may be continu-
wd, 1M not indefinitely, at least until
some satisfactory system of proper

“In addition, it should be stated
that Cougress, also in the same
exempted Porto

“One of the great manufacturing
companies of Chicago, name not
given, announced last week its in-
tention to divide $100,000 among it
3000 employees on Christmas day,
There are somemighty fortunes be-
ing made in the United States, but
there are more magnificent bequests
being distributed in one way and
another then ever were heard of or
dreamed of in any other country of
all the world, When one concern
on Christmas day can' afford to
distribute $100,000 among employ-
ees, and when it is found that they
have the heart to do it, that speaks
as much for the generosity of the
country as it does for its unparaliel-

{ ed facilities for business.”

DEWEY IN THE RACE.

Boise, Ida,, Dee. 26,—~The forth-
coming Senatorial contest in this
State is developing some very inter-
esting features, A'nong them is
the candidacy of Col, W, M. Dew-
ey. While Col, Dewey is not an
announced candidate for the Sena«
torship, he is still to all intents and
purposes inthe field for the place,
Prior to the State convention it
was under§tood Col, Dewey would
be a candidate for the Sehatorship
before the Legislature, He was
among those whp opposed the plan
of making @ nomination for the
place, in the State convention,
Since that time there has not been
much talk about his candidacy. It
seems that a large number ol the
Colonel's friends are satisfied he
can be elected, owing to the com-
plications that are llkely to arise
when the Legislature meets,  These
it appears, have prevailed upon
him to permit the use of his name
in connection with the place, and
u very active propagan da in his in-
terest is heing carried on,

Col. Dewey, who is a Democrat,
is one of the best known men of the
State, He has beer very promi
nently identified with the develop-
ment of Idaho's resources, Fora
great many years he lived at 8Sil-
ver City and was a leader in the
mines of that section and realized
a large fortune from the Trade Dol-
lar and other properties,

More recently he has made his
home at Nampa and is engaged in
railway building and the promotion
ol the general intercsls of that sec-
tion of the country. He owns the
Boise, Nampa & Owyhee railroad,
and is building a road north from
Nampa known as the Idaho North«
ernn,  He is just fiinishing & mag-
nificent hotel in Nampa and is put-
ting In waterworks and electric
light and otherwise improving the
place with his usual energy.

BUTTE'S RICHFST GOLD FINE.
Butte, Mon}. Dec. 23,~Once

more the Butte district as a gold

producer hias come to the front,

'he richest streak of gold bearing

ore ever vncovered in Montana, six

inches wide, almost solid gold and

and nssaying $100,000 to the ton,

was uncovered this week,

T'he ground is in litigation and to-
morrow will come up for review be-
fore Judge Claney, The claim lies

south of Racker, across Silver Bow
creek, where so much gold was tak-
en out 3o years ago by the placer
miners, A man named Metz locat-
ed the land several yearsago. ['wo
months ngo he made a proposition
to # man nawed McDonald, and he
would give him a helf interest in
the cleim, MecDonald agreed and
went to work sinking a shaft 26
fect. At this depth be ran into the
rich ore, He at onge notified Metz

extended to any people anywhere
“Yes, it iatrue that the legisin

ure' but iy not true that
departure ‘from correct principles,’
——

live,

her theorles as tq the right way to

Rico from all internal revenue tax-
ation=—unother favor never before

tlon for Porto Rico. was a ‘depart-
itwas a

and when the latter saw the rich
discovery he ilatly refused to give
McDonald his balf interest.  Me-
Doniald came to town aund tied the
properity up in nn injunction. A
man named Marsli owns the next
claim on the east, and men armed
with shot-guns are guarding the lo.
cality against jumpers, Mnnn are

'

Says the Salt Lake Z7¥ilune: | prospecting the neighborhood,




