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But 1 did not come to Central Asia to

travel ns if 1 were in France. Novelty!
Noveltyl The unforeseen! The appall-
'n 1

1( was without the shadow of an ac-
eldent, nud after a particularly fine rum,
that we outered Yarkand Station at four
o'clock In the afternoon.

A few Chiness passengers alighted at|
Yarkand, nnd gave place to others exact-
Iy like them—among others a score of
coolies- and we started ngain at 8
o'clock In the evening. During the night
we ran the three hundred and 6fty kilo-
meters which weparate Yarkand from
Kothan,

A visit 1 paid to the front van showed
mé that the box was still in the same
place. A certain snoring proved that
Kinko was inside as usual, and sleeping
peacefully. I did not care to wake him,
and I left him to dream of his adorable
Roumaninn,

In the morming Popof told me that the
train, which was sow traveling about as
fast ns an omnib had pamssed EKhar-
alik, the junction for the Killan and

ong branches,  The night had been
eold, for we are still at an altitude of
1,200 meters. Leaving Guma Station, the
line rous due east and west, following
the thirty-seventh parallel, the same
which traverses It in Europe, Berville,
Brracuse and Athena,

We sighted only one stream of impor-
tance, the Knrnkash, on which appeared
o few drifting rafts, and files of horses
and nsses at the fords between the pebbly
buuks. The rullroad crosses it about a
hundred kilometers from Khotan, where
we arrived nt B o'clock in the morning.

Two hours to stop, and as the town
may give me n foretaste of the cities of
China, | resolve to take a run through it.

As we¢ were about to board the car
egain, I saw Popof running toward me,
shouting:

“Monsieur Bombnrnac!"

“What is the matter, Popof 7"

“A telegrnph messenger asked me If
there was any one belonging to the
Twenticth Century on the train."

“A telograph messenger?

“Yes, and on my rveplying In the af-
firmative, he gave me this telegram for
for yon " .

“Give it me! give It mel”

1 seize the telegram, which has been
walting for me some days. Is It a reply
to my wire seut from Mery, relutive to
the mandarin Yen Lou?

I open It. I read it, and it falls from
my haud. This Is what it said:
*Claudiug  Bombarnae, Correspondent

Twentleth Century, Khotan, Chinese

Turkestan:

“It Is not the corpae of a mandarln
that the traln is taking to Pekin, but
the Imperinl treasure, value fifteen mill-
fons, sent from Persia to Ohloa, as an-
pounced In the Paris newspapers’ elght
days ngo; enidenvor to be better informed
for the future,”

CHAPTER XIX.

“Millions—there are millions In that
pretended mortuary van!”

In spite of myself, this Imprudent
phruse Lud escaped me in such a way
that the secret of the fmperial treasure
was instantly known to all, to the rall-
way men &8 well as to the passengers.
Anll wo, for the greater wocurity, the
Perslan government, In sgreement with
the Chinose government, has allowed ft
to be belivved that we were carrying
the corpse of mandarin, when we were
really taking to Pekin a treasure worth
Bfteen millions of francs. )

Now the secret in divulged, and we
know that this treasure, composed of
§0ld and precious stones, formerly de-
Posited lu the hands of the 8hah of Per-
slu, I8 belng sent to its legitimnte owner,
the Bon of Heaven,

That In why my lord Faruskiar, who
WAS awnre of it in consequence of his
Positlon us general manager of the com-
pany, had joined the traln at Douchak
89 0% to accompnny the treasure to its
destinntion, That in why he and Ghangir
=and the three other Mongols—had so
earefully watched this precious van, and
why they had shown themselves so anx-
lous when it had been left behind by the

kage of the conpling, and why they

Were so enger for ts recovery.

That Is niso why & detachment of Chi-
hese woldiers has tuken over the van at
Kachgar, in relief of the Persians, That
b why Pan Chao never heard of Yen
Lou, nor of uny exalted personage of that
BRme exiwting In the Celestial Bmplre!

We started to time, and, as may be
"upposed,  our traveling companions
W:.M !'nllI: of nothing else but the mill-

Which were enough

DD: In the train, %0 earich evecy
This protended mortuary ¥an has al-

®ars been suspicious to me,"” sald Major

u:‘l:;x-" AnLdh that was why I ques-

an C
et 40 regarding the depd
I remember,” 1 sald; “and I could

B0t quite understand the motive of your

Suestion, 1t i certain now that we have
WA lrensure in tow."

('Nnh‘d 1 0dd," suid the major, “that the

l!udlhe §overnment has done wisely In

— nlpln encort of twenty well armed

it rom Kothan to Lan Tcheou the

“‘"::Ll hnhva two thousand kilometers

® through the desert, and the

'l:i of the line is pot as great as it

St be across the Gebl."

‘W:l”b{he more wo, major, as the re-
the‘n. Ki-Teang has been reported
wes Dorthern provinces,"

o I:".- %0, and a haul of fifteen mill-
“Buy "L'él’th having by & bandit chief.”

o thy oW could the chlef be Informed

treasure being sent?"
sort of

attack us. And an attack, even if repuls-
ed, will mean delay, and delay I will not
-uh:u to. }f;;. wir, I will not!"
© one will attack us,” replied Popof.

“No one will dream of doing it." -

“And how do you know that—how do
you know that?”’

“Be calm, pray."

“I will not be calm; and if there is a
glcu”y I will hold the company responsi-

e,

That s understood; a hundred thou-
sand floring dawages to Monsieur le Bar-
on Tour de Monde.

Let us pass to the other passengers.
Ephrinell looked at the matter, of course,
from a very practical point of view. .

‘“There can be no doubt that our risks
bave been greatly increased by this treus-

not likely to be lasting. But, after all,
that is the couple's I:o‘kont.""

At 3 o'clock In the morning we stop-
ped forty minutes at Tehertchen, almost
at the foot of the ramifications of the
Kuen Lun, None of us bad seen this
miserable, desolate country, treeless and
verdureless, whicly the rallway was now
crossing on Its road to the northeast.

Day came; our trala ran the four hun-
dred kilometers between Tchertchen and
;I:h"hl{: v:hllo the sun caressed with

rays the immense plain glittering
its saline -ﬂmu.p y =
(To be continued.)

_——
RUG MADE QF HUMAN SCALPS.

Beventy-seven Lives the Cost of One

ure, and in case of ident on

of it the Life Travelers' Boclety, in
which T am insured, will, I expect, re-
fure to pay, so that the Grand Trans-
aslatic Company will have all the re-
sponaibility,”

“Of course,” sald Miss Bluett; “and
It they had not found the missing van
the company would have been In n seri-
ous diffculty with Chiua. Would it not,
Fulk?"

“Bxactly, Horatia."

Horatia and Fulk—nothing less! The
Anglo-American couple were right, the
enormous Joss would have had to be
borne by the Grand Transasiatie, for the
company must have known they were
cartying a treasure and not m corpue,
and thereby they were responsible.

As to the Caternas, the milllons roll-
ing behind did not seem to trouble them.
The only reflection they Inspired was,
“Ahl Curoline, what a splendid theater
we might build with all that money!"

But the best thing was sald by the
Rev. Nathanlel Morse, who had joined
the train at Kachgar.

“It is never comfortable to be drag-
glug a powder magnzine after one.”

Nothing could be truer, and this van,
with its imperial treasure, was a pow-
der magazine that might blow up our
train,

CHAPTHR XX.

The first rallway was opened In China
about 1877, and ran from Shanghai to
Fou-Tcheou. The Grand Transesiatie
followed very closely the Russian road
propored In 1874 by Tashkend, Kouldja,
Kaml, Lan Tcheou, Singan, and Shang-
hai. This rallway did not run through
the populous central provinces, which
can be compared to vast and humming
hives of bees. and extraordinarily pro-
lific bees. As nearly as pomsible it forms
a straight line to Sou-Tcheou before
carving off to Lan Tcheou; it reaches
citles by the branches it gives out to the
south and sontheast.

Blnce we left Kothan, we have covered
a bhundred and fifty kilometers [n four
hours, It Is not a high rate of speed,
but we cannot expect on this part of the
Transasiatic the same rate of traveling
we experlenced on the Transcaspian,
Hither the Chinese engineers are not so
fast, or, thanks to their natural Indo-
lence, the engine drivers Imagine that
from thirty to forty miles an hour ls the
maximum that can be obtained on the
rallways of the Celestial Empire,

At o'clock In the afternoon we were
at another station, Nia, where General
Pevtsoff established a meteorological ob-
servatory, Here we stopped only twenty

minutes, I had time to lay In & few
provisions at the bar. For whom they
were | Jed you can | )

The passengers we picked up were only
Chinese, men nnd women. There were
only a few for the first class and these
only went short journeys,

We had not started a quarter of an
hour, when Ephrinell, with the serious
manner of a merchant iutent on some
business, came up to me on the gang-
Way.

“Monsieur Bombarnac,” he mald, "I
have to ask a favor of you."

“Only too happy, I can assure you,"
snid 1. “What ls It about?”

“1 want you to be a witnese. 1 am go-
ing to marry Miss Bluett."

“Marry her?"

“Yes. A treasure of & woman, well ac-
quainted with business matters, holding
a splendid commissio: -

“My compliments, Mr. Ephrinelll You
can count on me."

“And, probably, on Monsieur Cater-
na?*

“He would like nothing better, and If
there ia a wedding breakfast he will
sing at your dessert——"

“As much as he pleases,” replied the
American. \
“Then it Is to be—"

“Here."

“In the train?"

“In the train." .
“But to be married you require——
“An American minlster, and we bave
the Rev. Nathanlel Morse.”

“Bravo, Mr, Ephrinelll A wedding in
a train will be delightful.”

It noeds not be sald that the commer-
cinls were of full age, and free to dis-
pose of themselves to enter into mar-
riage before a clergyman and without
any of the fastidlous preliminaries re-
quired in France and other formalistic
countries, Is this an advantage or other-
wise? The American thinks it is for the
best, and, as Cooper says, the best at
home is the best everywhere.

1t is too late for the ceremony to take
place to-day. Mphrinell understood that
certaln comventionalities must be com-
plied with. The celebration could take
place in the il The

could all be lavited, and Faruskalr might
be prevailed on to honor the affalr with
his presence.

*That

Decple always kmow

During dioner we talked of nothing

¥ d by Xowa Indi

A rug which took seventy-seven
lives in the making s owned by an
lowa Indian lving in Stroud, 0. T.,
says the Dallas News. It is 150 years
old and  conuists of seventy-seven
sealps torn from the heads of as many
human beings. The rug, -which Is
barely five feet square, 1a of many
hues, for the scalps are red, gray,
black, white, brown and auburn.
They belonged to peaceful people, too,
and are sald to have been tuken by
fpecial command of the Great Spirit
from the finest specimens of wen, wo-
men and children Dbelonging to the
white, red and negro races.

As soon as the scalps were secured
they were sewn together and the rug
was from thar time regarded as the
remedy for all trouble. When an In-
dian was taken sick he was lald on
this rug and If he did not recover his
spirlt was assured of a pleasant jour-
ney to the happy hunting ground.

This rewnrkable creation ecan be
seen only once a year.

At the annual wlld-onlon feast,
which comes on April 1, the Iowa In-
dlans make the rug play an import-
ant part. The onlon Is freely used,
the Indinns saturating themselves
from head to foot with the julce. This
was thelr successful way of driving
away the evil spirits.

A prayer rug belonging to the shah
of Persin [s another valuable mat.
Though barely two feet square, its
design 1s most elaborate. It is work-
ed throughout In precious stones and
the effect Is dazzling. The ground ls
formed of rose diamonds and in the
center 18 a large bird, whose neck i
made of amethysts and Its body of
rubles. The vines, which form a net-
work, through which the bird may
be seen as through a cage, are made
of emeralds, while the bands which
connect the stones are of sead pearl,
The floral emblem of Persia 1s worked
out in blue, yellow and pink stones,
this design being known as the Mina
Khani design.

It is difficult to determine even the
approximate value of this small rug,
but it has been estimated that If it
were sold the proceeds placed at 5 per
cent interest would bring In an {ncom.
of at least §250,000 per annum,

A STORY OF TWO PAINTERS.

Did Van Dyok and Hals Really Paint
Each Other's Portrait?

‘I'here {5 a story related by Hou-
braken, which may or muy not be true,
that Van Dyck, passing through Haar-
lem, where Hals llved, sent a mes-
senger to seek him out and tell him
that a stranger wished to see him,
and on Hals putting in an appesrance
asked him to paint his portrait, add-
ing, however, that he had only two
hours to spare for the sitting. Hals
finished the portrait In that tiwe,
whereupon his sitter, observing that
it seemed An easy fatter to paint a
portrait, requested that he be nllowed
to try to paint the artist. Hals soon
recognized that his vistor was well
skilled in the materials he was using.
Great, however, was bis surprise

when he beheld the performance. He
immediately embraced the stranger, at |

the same time crying: *“You sre Van
Dyck! No one but he could do what
you have just now done!"”

Assuming the story to be true, how
{nteresting it would be If the two
portraits existed, that one might seo
what Frans Hsls, accustomed to the
heavier type of the Dutch burghers,
made of the delicately defined features
of Van Dyck, and how the latter, who
always gave an air of aristocratic ele-
gance to bis portraits, acquitted him-
self with the bluff, jovial Hans, who
was as much at home In a tavern as
in a studlo, For no two men could
be more different, both in their points
of view and in thelr methods, though
they were alike In this one particular
—that each was a most facile and
ekiliful painter.—St. Nicholas.

Abonut the 8ixe of It.

“Say, paw," querled little Johnny
Bumpernickle, “what does a paper
mean when it says that further com-
ment is unnecessary?”

“It usually means” my son, that
the writer doesn't know what else to
say,” answered the oid gentleman.

estly far enllstment, but my tion
Was rejected on account of my youth,
You see I was only 14 in 1861, when
I ran away from home and jolned the
Bickles Excelsior Brigade of the Bec-
vnd Army Corps. I had done the army
some service In my lmited way, and
they knew it. In my pocket, when I
went to see President Lincoln, I car-
rled & number of the passes I had
used through ‘the lines, and testimo-
nlais from those for whom I had ren-
dered service,

"I found Mr. Lincoln In character-
Istlc attitude, his long legs crossed, and
his attenuated form erect, but his
gaunt face, with its deeply sunken
eyes, surveyed me kindly. I told my
story and produced my papers, which
the President scanned. Then taking
a sheet of paper, he addressed the fol-
lowing communieation to the Secretary
of the Interlor:

*'Glve this lad a job.

“'A. LINCOLN'"

Evans was made assistant messen-
ger in the Department of the Interlor,
Later he perfected his education and
qualified for the position he now holds.
Since becoming disbursing officer he
has handled $200,000,000 without a sin-
gle mistake. In addition, he 18 the
financlal chief of the department and
has supervislon of other approprintions
aggregating $160,000,000 yearly.

Major Evans was at Ford's Opera
House the night President Lincoln way
nesassinated,

In these days of eager search for
and rapid dissemination of news, many
of the discoveries In medicine, as in
other sclences, are prematurely dis-
~losed, and things which are only prob-
able or possible are nccepted as estab-

lished facts by the general publle,
which Is always hungry for marvels
and lacks the wise skepticlsm of the
sclentist. This remark applies espe-
clally to the new “cures” for consump-
tion and for cancer, the publication of
which has done 8o much harm by en-
couraging false hopes of benefit In the

the other of these maladles.

Much has been written of the nature
of capcer and of (ts treatment, but
nothlng lias been definitely established
In relation to It. The true nature and
the cause of cancer are still unknown,
for although many belleve that it will
eventually be found to be a germ-dis-
ease, the proof is still lacking, As re-
gards the cure of cancer also, we are
atlll far from the desired certalnty.
Much has been rald of treatment by
means of light rays, Roentgen rays,
antitoxin serum; and success has ap-
parently followed one or other of these
methods in the case of certain super-
ficial cancers or of some of the less
malignant forms of growth. But there
Is nothing definite yet to be sald of all
these new methods. In some cases,
after an apparent cure, the disease has
returned and progressed to a fatal ter-
mination, In spite of n renewnl of the
treatment that seemed at first to be so
effectunl.

The most that can be sald Is that it
seems to have been demonstrated that
cancer I8 not alwnys the Inevitably
fatal dlsease that it was belleved to
1be, and that therefore Its treatment 1s
not an absolutely hopeless task. But
the uncertainty of success In any gly-
en case {8 sn great that one is not jus-
tified in postponing surglcsl measures
An early operntlon is wtill the most
certaln menns of cure-—the only means
of which the past results give us any

first mwade to one or the other of the
new methods the danger Is that, If

Youth’s Compnnlon,

A Laughing Likenuvss.
Lawyer—How can we use¢ this flash
light pleture as evidence ngainst the
necused? His eyes are shut tight,
Detective—But his mouth Is open so
wide we can identify the filling in one
of his back teeth.—Detroit Free Press.

Every wopau {s of the private opin.
fon that the only reason her busband
has never bought a white elephant ls
that no pretty woman ever Lried to sell
‘him one.

minds of many sufferers froui one or | ¢

real assurance of cure: and If resort is|]

they fall, the opportunity for complete ||
removal mny be lost beyond recall.—
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MORRISON & PENCE John T. Morrison

Joseph T, Pence

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
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vAN DUYN & FLOWHEAD
John J. Plowhead
Owen M. Van Duyn

Att ys and C 1

at Law

Both Phonen,
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WATSON VERNON

ARCHITECT

Special A to Caldwell B
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D.N. GROMER T. 0. MURRAY

GROMER & MURRAY

Fresh ana Salt Meats
Game and Fish in Season
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H, M. BEDGES.

CIVIL ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR
|

Burveys, Plans, &
CALDWELL, IDAHO.
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BOARD OF TRADE
SALOON

R. CHRISTENSON, Proprietor

Club Rooms and Pool
Tables in ConnectTlon

PALACE BAR

Headguarters for Stock-
men and Farmers. Fine
line of Wines, Liquors and
Cigars always in stock.,

 WATTLES & GROVES, Proprictors

THE SARATOGA |

R. V. SEBREE, Manager.

i The New Hotel. Rates $2.50 and Up.
and Cold Water in Every Room. Steam Heat.

Rates made by the week or month.
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Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

Meats of All Kinds

ROBERTS

FIRST NATIONAL BANKE

A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS TRARSACTED

Correspondence Solicited.

summer ?
for foundations. wells and

Vitrifled Brick a Specialty.

KIPP & ANDERSON
Brickyard Near Wagon Bridge on Boise River,
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Are You Going to Build?

Why not use brick and save painting
half the insurance, one-half the coal in
It costs about the same as

underground

winter, and be cooler in

every three years, one-
frame. We bave brick
work,

All Our Brick iIs Flrst-Class.
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D. 8. BROWN

THE POPULAR RESORT
Pure Wines, Liquors and Cigars
FINE SAMPLE ROOMS

DROP IN

Proprietor




