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NO RTHW ESTERN W YO M ING IS 

8CENE OF LAWLESSNESS.

A  Mob of 30 Men Battered Down the 

Jail Doors at Basin and 8hot Two 

Murderers and a Deputy 8heriff— 

Cattle and 8heep Men Are in a 

Range Feud Near Thermopolls.

Red Lodge, Mont., July 20—A state 
of lawlessness that beggars descrip­
tion now prevails In northwestern 
Wyoming, as a result of which all law 
and order seems to have been abol­
ished.

From President L. L. Moffett of the 
Montana & Wyoming Telephone com­
pany, who is now making a tour of In­
spection of his company’s lines, comes 
the news of a bloody lynching of two 
men which occurred at Basin, Wyo., 
just across the Wyoming line. News 
also comes of an appeal for help from 
Sheriff Fenton of Big Horn county, 
who has arrested a number of promi­
nent cattlemen near Thermopolis and 
has appealed to the governor of the 
state for assistance of the militia in 
getting his prisoners to the Basin Jail.

The lynching resulted in the killing 
of two condemned murderers and also 
in the shooting of a deputy sheriff, 
C. E. Price, who died instantly. The 
murderers were Jim Gorman, who 
killed his brother’s wife, and a prison­
er named Walters, a traveling man, 
who killed a widow named Hoover at 
Thermopolis hot springs two years 
ago because she refused to marry 
him.

Sheriff Did His Duty.

It was reported to Sheriff Fenton 
last Wednesday morning that a mob 
was coming up to Basin, along the Big 
Horn river from Hyattsvllle and Ten- 
sleep, for the purpose of lynching Gor­
man and Walters. As a measure of 
precaution the sheriff took the two 
men and a horse thief out of the jail 
and secreted them in a gully near 
town under guard of Deputy Sheriffs 
Felix Alston and C. E. Price. Gorman, 
who has exceptlonlly small hands, 
managed to slip his handcuffs and 
make his escape. Deputy Price fired 
one shot at the fugitive as he disap­
peared in the brush, but the bullet 
went wild. Gorman swam the Big 
Horn river and made for the moun­
tains. A posse of seven men quickly 
organized and Gorman was recaptured 
early yesterday on Trapper creek, 
about 50 miles from B/tsin.

Mob’s Work.
Last evening a mob of about 30 men, 

unmasked and in perfect order, rode 
up the east bank of the Big Horn, dis­
mounted, tethered their horses and 
compelled the ferryman to carry them 
across the river. They made no dem­
onstration until they entered Basin, 
when five shots were fired as a warn­
ing. The mob proceeded at once to 
the building which is a courthouse 
and jail combined, and fired a volley 
into the jail. Deputy Price and Spe­
cial Deputy George S. Meade were 
guarding the prisoners at the time. 
One bullet grazed Meade’s shoulder 
and entered Price's heart, killing him 
instantly. Members of the mob then 
quickly procured telephone poles and 
battered the jail doors down.

They first came to Walters, who 
was crouched on his cot piteously 
begging for mercy. No needless tor­
ture was resorted to. Walters was 
shot instantly. The mob next found 
Gorman, whose body was pierced by 
five bullets and was left presumably 
dead. He lingered, however, until 8 
o’clock In the morning, when he died

A still more alarming state of affairs 
is reported from the vicinity of Ther­
mopolls. About six weeks ago, as a 
result of the range feud that has been 
so bitterly waged, a sheepman, Ben 
Minnick, was killed by cattlemen, 
Sheriff Fenton, it is claimed, had cap­
tured the murderers, who are all 
prominent cattlemen and whose 
names have been withheld on account 
of threats made against him. Sheriff 
Fenton is unable to get his prisoners 
to Basin. It is claimed the same mob 
that lynched Gorman and Walters are 
sympathizers and have declared that 
Sheriff Fenton will never get out of 
the locality alive with his prisoners.

Sheriff Fenton has wired the gover­
nor of Wyoming for permission to use 
the state militia at Landers and also 
sent a telephone message to Cody, Ba­
sin, Meeteetse and other Wyoming 
towns asking for volunteers to assist 
him in upholding the law. Every­
where hardy westerners are respond­
ing to the call, arming themselves and 
hastening toward Thermopolls.

It is probable that the militia will 
be ordered to the scene and that 

. bloody battle will be fought The coun­
try about Thermopolls is a wild and 
lawless one. A message received at 
Cody this morning from Sheriff Fen 
ton stated that he still had the prison 
ers in his possession and that he be­
lieved he could hold out until rein­
forcements came.

Record of Walters.
Walters was editor and proprietor 

of the Lead Democrat at Lead, S. D,

from 1891 to 1892, and was one of the 
prominent men of South Dakota. From 
Lead Walters went to Deadwood, 
where he was appointed United States 
deputy marshall. This office Walters 
later lost through excessive dissipa­
tion and some alleged crooked work. 
Coming home in an intoxicated condi­
tion one night, Walters found another 
man talking to his wife and would 
have killed him but his condition ren­
dered his aim ineffective. For the at­
tempted murder Walters served a jail 
sentence. Walters steadily went to 
the worse and Mrs. Walters finally se­
cured a divorce. Walters met Mrs. 
Hoover at Thermopolis and after three 
days’ acquaintance murdered her upon 
her refusal to marry him.

Jim McLoud in Basin Jail.
Butte, Mont., July 23.—A special 

from Cheyenne, Wyo., says a bloody 
battle was narrowly averted in the 
mountains, six miles north of Ther­
mopolis, when Sheriff Fenton trans­
ferred Jim McLoud, the alleged mur­
derer of Ben Minnock, from the city 
jail at Thermopolis to the county jail 
at Basin City. Sheriff Fenton left 
Thermopolis with his prisoner under 
escort of the Basin light artillery of 
40 men and 50 picked deputies.

Scouts had been sent out at sun- 
rlse, and they reported that a large 
force of cattlemen and the friends of 
McLoud were camped on the trail 
near Cottonwood creek, and from pre­
parations being made they intended to 
hold up the sheriff and his party and 
deliver the prisoner. Consequently, 
when Fenton left Thermopolis he went 
prepared and expecting a battle.

Scouts rode on ahead and also in the 
rear and on either flank, but when 
the cattlemen saw that the soldiers 
were alert for battle they quietly slip­
ped away and by making a detour en­
tered Thermopolis. With them was 
Tom O’Day, the notorious character, 
who is alleged to have been mixed up 
in the killing of Minnick, and for whom 
Sheriff Fenton has a warrant.

McLoud was at once placed in the 
cell formerly occupied by Walters, the 
condemned murderer, who was shot to 
death by a mob Sunday, and a strong 
guard placed about the Jail.

DTE TELEGRAPH BREVITIES
CULLED FROM DISPATCH E8 OF 

T H E  ASSOCIATED PR E88.

AN AR M Y AND N AVY BOARD.

It Is Intended to Bring Harmony Be­
tween Departments. 

Secretaries Root and Moody have 
issued the following joint order:

“The department of war and the de­
partment of the navy have agreed 
upon the formation of a joint board, to 
be composed of four officers of the 
army and four officers of the navy, to 
hold stated sessions and such extraor­
dinary sessions as shall appear advisa­
ble for the purpoe of conferring upon, 
discussing on and reaching common 
conclusions regarding all matters call 
ing for the co-operation of the two 
services. Any matters which seem to 
either department to call for such con­
sideration may be referred by that de­
partment to the board thus formed 
All reports of the board shall "be made 
In duplicate, one to each department 
All reports and proceedings shall be 
confidential. The senior member of 
the board present will preside at its 
meetings and the junior member of the 
board present will act as its recorder.

“On the recommendation of the pro­
visional general staff of the army the 
following ouicers are detailed by the 
secretary of war to serve on the board: 
Major General 3. B. M. Young, Major 
General Henry C. Corbin, Brigadier 
General Tasker H. Bliss, Brigadier 
General Wallace F. Randolph.

On the recommendation of the gen­
eral board of the navy the following 
officers are detailed by the secretary 
of the navy to serve upon the board: 
Admiral of the Navy George Dewey, 
Rear Admiral Henry C. Taylor, Cap­
tai© John Pillsbury, Commander Wil­
liam J. Barnett”

The president has given directions 
for the preparations of commissions 
for the following promotions in the 
army:

Major General Young, to be lieuten­
ant general, vice Lieutenant General 
Miles, who retires August 8.

Brigadier General 3. Sumner, to be 
major general, vice Major General 
Davis, to be retired July 26.

Brigadier General Leonard 3. Wood 
to be major general, vice Major Gen 
eral Young, to be promoted.

Miscreant Poisons Sheep.

Butte, Mont., July 23.—A special 
from Billings says: Word comes from 
Columbus of a heavy loss sustained a 
few days ago by a well known sheep­
man named Grimes. From the report 
it is learned that some one scattered 
poison on the range about 12 miles 
south of Columbus, where Grimes 
sheep were ranging, and the sheep ate 
of it. Over 1200 head are known to 
have died as a result and others were 
made so sick that their death is looked 
for. 'Another sheepman is said to have 
lost over 300 head. There is no clue 
to the miscreant.

Andrew Crawford Is Dead.

Terre Haute, Ind., July 22.—Andrew 
J. Crawford, aged 65, a millionaire 
Iron manufacturer and coal operator, 
died at his home here. Mr. Crawford 
was president of the Vigor Iron com 
pany, Terre Haute Iron & Steel and 
the Wabash Iron company.

Review of Happenings in Both 

Eastern and Western Hemispheres 

During the Past Week— National, 

Historical, Political and Personal 

Events Tersely Told.

RURAL M A IL ROUTES R EM AIN .

At Buffalo, N. Y., Henry C. Moffatt’s 
brewery was destroyed by fire recently.

Fire has destroyed the Sabine hotel 
and natatorium at Port Arthur, Texas, 

The Northern Pacific directors have 
declared the regular quarterly dividend 
of 1% pef cent, payable August 1.

Charles Berrick, a millionaire con­
tractor and builder of Buffalo, N. Y., 
is dead from a surgical operation.

At Hamilton, Ohio, recently Alfred 
A. Knapp was convicted in the first 
degree for the murder of his wife, 
Hannah Goddard Knapp, by a jury.

James Abbott ■McNeill Whistler, the 
celebrated American artist, died re­
cently at his residence 74 Cheyne 
Walk, Chelsea, near L. a, a t the 
age of 69 years.

Eighty-eight persons, charged with 
taking part in the recent riot and the 
attack upon the soldiers at Evansville, 
Ind., have been indicted by the grand 
jury. More than half of those indicted 
are negroes.

The five lodges at Peoria, Bl., of the 
Knights of St. John, at a joint meeting 
have accepted the offer of the inter­
national body to hold their next an­
nual convention in this city on June 
22, 1904.

The special report of the treasury 
experts on their examination of the af­
fairs of Auditor Petty of the District 
of Columbia fixes the shortage in that 
office, for which James M. A. Watson, 

clerk, is now in jail, at $73,397.
After standing as a hostelry about 

140 years, the Lodi hotel, at Kearney, 
N. J., has been destroyed by fire. Gen­
erals Washington and Lafayette are 
counted among the historical person­
ages who put up at the old tavern.

Heart failure, due to over motion, is 
the cause assigned by the physician 
for the death of P. M. Arthur of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
who died suddenly at a banquet In 
Winnipeg. He was one of the strong­
est and wisest of American labor lead­
ers.

In carrying out the program for the 
reduction of the force in the Philip­
pines, the secretary of war has directed 
that three regiments of cavalry and 
three of Infantry be returned to the 
United States as soon as transporta­
tion is available. The regiments hav­
ing the longest service in the islands 
will be selected.

At Wichita, Kan., Dr. W. L. Doyle 
shot and killed George P. Varnouf 
recently. He then took strychnine and 
was dead 15 minutes later. The trag­
edy was the result of a feud of long 
standing and it arose over Doyle graz­
ing his horse on parking under the 
care of Varnouf.

The Chicago packing firms, the “Big 
Six,” made defendants in the beef trust 
cases, have appealed the Buit to the 
supreme court of the United States. 
This is the case in which the packers 
were enjoined from the continuing of 
an agreement which the court held to 
be in restraint of trade.

The 200 outside laborers of the In­
ternational Paper company's mills at 
Corinth, Saratoga county, N. Y., threat­
ened to go on a strike. The com­
pany’s plant, valued at $300,000, also 
had a narrow escape from destruction 
by fire. Five hundred cords of pulp 
wood were consumed before the fire 
was subdued.

It has been announced that the Chi­
nese at Honolulu will hold a mass 
meeting to make an emphatic protest 
against their exclusion from the United 
States. They will ask their govern­
ment to enact tariff regulations against 
American goods as a matter of retal­
iation if the immigration restrictions 
are not removed.

The continuous rise of the Oder river 
Glogue, Germany. The entire portion 
of Glogue, in the neighborhood of the 
cathedral, is submerged and the princi­
pal bridge crossing the Oder is threat­
ened. Large areas of Seldmost, Schre- 
zau, Bobering and other small towns 
are inundated, causing a number of fa- 
talitles.

Colonel John A. Matile, command­
ing the Twenty-fourth infantry at Fort 
Harrison, who Is to be promoted to a 
brigadier generalcy and retired Au­
gust 8, has been in the United States 
army 42 years. He entered in 1861 
as a private at 18. He served through 
the civil war, a number of Indian wars 
and the Philippine troubles.

There was no room for doubt In the 
last victory of the Reliance in the sec­
ond run of the New York Yacht club 
cruise of 39 miles. She led from the 
start and finished more than a mile 
ahead of the Constitution and over 
two miles ahead of the Columbia, beat­
ing the former 6 minutes and 29 sec­
onds in elapsed time and the latter 16 
minutes and 24 seconds. The Const! 
tution beat the Columbia 9 minutes and 
35 seconds.

Policy of the Postoffice Department Is 
Announced.

The postofflee department has made 
public the following:

There seems to be a wide misunder­
standing as to the present attitude of 
the department regarding rural free de­
livery. The statement has been pub­
lished quite generally, particularly in 
the west, that rural routes that do not 
handle 3,000 pieces of mail per month 
and supply 100 families are to be dis­
continued. It is not the purpose of the 
department to disturb routes already 
established unless they are manifestly 
unnecessary. There are now on file in 
the department petitions for more 
routes that will Supply more than 100 
families than "can be established with 
the present appropriation. This being 
the case, the department does not feel 
It right, equitable or wise to establish 
a route supplying less than 100 fami­
lies to the exclusion of routes that will 
supply more than 100 families, the 
greatest good to the greatest number 
being the fundamental principle on 
which the service is being established. 
As long as all of the routes that are 
asked for can not be established for 
the lack of money the routes that will 
supply the greater number of families 
should have preference.

NEAR PARI8HBURG, V IR G IN IA -  

TW O  MEN K ILLE D — M ANY IN ­

JURED.

Over 100 Severely’“8hocked— A Pas­

senger Train  Was Passing at Full 

Speed at the Time— Not a Person 

Escaped Injury— Coaches Damaged 

— Special Train of Doctors.

18 K ILLE D  IN A RUNAW AY.

BrokenGeorge Keicker Sustains
Neck—Others Hurt.

Asotin, Wash., July 22.—George A. 
Keicker, a prominent farmer of the 
Anatone neighborhood, had his neck 
broken in a runaway. Mrs. Keicker 
suffered a deep scalp wound; the 
daughter, Miss Keicker, sustained a 
broken leg; the hired man, named 
Hirschmann, had both legs broken, 
and J. Stein had his back sprained, 
while all were severely bruised on 
their body and limbs. Keicker lived 
about two hours after his neck was 
broken.

IDAHO IT E M 8.

The Pioneers’ reunion held a t Lewis­
ton July 22 was a grand success.

John Busmenn, aged 14 years, and 
John Driesel, aged 12, of Uniontown, 
were drowned in the Clearwater river 
recently. Both were swimming, and 
young Driesel becoming fatigued, 
Busmenn went to his rescue, when 
both sank. The bodies were recovered

It is rumored that Senator Heyburn 
has gone east to be married.

A quarter mile race track is being 
built at Kamiah.

Fully 25 harvesters have commenced 
cutting grain on the Big Potlatch ridge. 
All the farmers on the ridge are put­
ting up hay ; and many of them ex­
pect to begin threshing in a week or 
10 days.

The fruit shipments from the Snake 
river country have become so heavy 
that the Oregon Railroad & Naviga­
tion company has been compelled to 
establish a double service on Snake 
river.

John Scott and Mark Allen, Indian 
youths, charged with having assaulted 
Ida Axel and Mary Omara, Indian 
girls aged 13 and 10 years old, re­
spectively, have been released.

J. Hill, a night switchman for the O. 
R. A N., was severely Injured recehtly 
at Wallace by falling from a moving 
car. In some manner he slipped and 
was thrown to the ground. He struck 
with great force on his face and it 
was badly disfigured. His Injuries are 
not serious.

There are over 100 people living 
on claims in the white pines along 
Elk creek.

Work on the new road leading out of 
Potlatch canyon, above Kendrick, onto 
Bear ridge, is nearly completed. The 
expense of the road exceeded $3000 for 
little more than half a mile of rock 
grade,

To prevent confusion, Secretary 
Moody took occasion recently to re­
iterate the fact that there had been 
and would be no reopening of the 
question of the 13,000 ton ships Idaho 
and Mississippi, plans for which were 
approved some time ago. The ships 
will be contracted for and built as de­
signed by the board of construction 

Reports have been received of a fire 
at Port Hill which consumed three or 
four dwellings of that place and had 
it not been for the good luck of the 
wind at the time blowing in the oppo­
site direction would have swept the 
town.

William Martin is dead at Missoula 
Mont., aged 86. Martin was one of 
the prominent pioneers of Montana 
and Idaho. He served three terms as 
sheriff of Kootenai county, beginning 
in 1882.

Up to last Sunday there have been 
25,800 crates of cherries shipped from 
Lewiston this year.

Roanoke, Va.—By the explosion of
large quantity of dynamite and blast­

ing powder stored in a magazine near 
Parishburg, Giles county, two men 
were killed outright, 16 were more or 
less injured and 100 others severely 
shocked. Westbound passenger train 
No. 1, on the main line of the Norfolk 
& Western, was going at full speed 
past the magazine, which was located 
200 yards from the tracks, when the 
explosion occurred. The windows of 
the train were broken and the coaches 
were in other ways damaged. Not a 
single person on the train escaped in­
jury or shock.

Dead and Injured.
The dead: James Phillips (white),

Blair, Va.; George Noel (colored), El- 
lenston, Va.

The injured: H. R. Roup, Christian­
burg, Va.; Ira Wilson, Radford, Va.; J. 
W. Grover, Bluefleld, W. Va.; O. C. 
Jenkins, general manager Bluefleld 
Coal & Coke company, Bluefleld, W. 
Va.; J. C. Jones, Radford, Va., F. M. 
McColsey, Roanoke, Va.; Sherman 
Hunt, Shellsville, Va.; George Witt, 
Keystone, W. Va.; W. G. Calhoun, Bell 
Spring, Va.; E. S. Baird, Hinton, Va.;

E. Dupuy, Hinton, W. Vo.; Burnett 
Reid, Bluefleld, W. Va.; G. F. Carnes,. 
Radford, W. L. Blackwell, Saltville, Pa.

Phillips and Noal were laborers. 
Their mangled bodies were found near 
the wrecked magazine. A special 
train with surgeons on board conveyed 
the wounded to Bluefleld, where they 
were placed in a hospital.

Big Fire at Lowell.
Lowell, Mass., July 20.—Fire at the 

Merrimac print works caused a loss 
of $200,000, and for a time threatened 
the whole plant.

Feud Renewed.
Jackson, Ky„ July 22.—A renewal of 

feud troubles is brewing here.

Dan McDonald of Butte has been re­
elected president of the American La­
bor union.

FIG H T  IN ALBAY STREETS.

Scouts and Constabulary Defeat the 
Rebels.

Manila, July 23.—The Philippine 
scouts and rural constabulary defeated 
250 rebels in the streets of Albay, the 
capital of the island of Albay, killing 
15 and wounding 15. The combatants 
entered the town from opposite sides 
and street fighting continued for three 
hours. Four noncombatants were 
killed. The scouts lost one killed and 
two wounded. The rebels were led by 
Simeonola, chief of the Albay rebels, 
who had 50 rifles. Colonel H. H. Bau- 
holtz, who was in command of the 
scouts, has been campaigning actively 
in Albay, but this was the first de­
cisive engagement he has had.

COULEE C ITY  TO ADRIAN.

InBranch W ill Be in Operation 
August.

Portland, Ore., July 23.—The Cou­
lee City-Adrian branch of the Northern 
Pacific will be completed and ready for 
reception by the operating department 
by August 15. This is the branch line 
promised eastern Washington farmers 
by President C. S. Mellen at the time 
the railroad presidents and farmers 
met in conference a year ago. It con­
nects the Washington Central, a 
Northern .Pacific line, with the Great 
Northern and does away with the ne­
cessity for a back haul on a large 
amount of wheat from the Big Bend 
country.

8tock Men to W ar.
Meeteetse, V{yo., July 23.—War 

clouds are gathering In the Big Horn 
country, and it does not seem possible 
that a bloody conflict can be avoided. 
The creation of forest reserves has cut 
down the acreage of the big pastures 
until now a stock owner, whether a 
sheep owner or a cattle raiser, must 
fight hard for sufficient range to keep 
his flocks and herds alive.

The cattlemen, being the first to set­
tle in this section, feel that they have 
more right to the public range than 
the sheepmen, who are newcomers, 
and preparations have been quietly go­
ing on for some time looking to the 
making of a determined stand against 
the advance of the Bheepmen.

It is alleged that the murder of 
Sheepman Ben Minnick was the work 
of hired assassins, and this has greatly 
enraged Minnick’s friends and sheep­
men generally.

Taber Accidentally Shot.
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, July 22.—Earl 

Tabor, aged 14 years, who resides 
with his uncle, Luther Taber, on 
Coyote creek, about eight miles west 
of Coeur d’Alene, was accidentally shot 
and probably fatally wounded by Rob­
ert Shaffer, with whom he was hunt­
ing.

Elke at Baltimore.
Baltimore, Md., July 22.—This was 

a great day for the thousands of Elks 
attending the national reunion of their 
order and the concensus of opinion is 
that the present meeting is the most 
enthusiastic and successful in the his­
tory of the Elks.


