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SYNOPSIS
SheMoa. owner of Befände plantation, 

«bough iM p n U tlr  III overawes u r i  con
trôla DO hand hunting Boiomoa lalinoara 
by força of a n  iM  weapon«. Chief Homo 
•alia with forty otaaT.

Ha rotaras Arana«.'« runaway laborer. 
Sheldon Baa Aruagi aad BUly «bippad «0 
fuall a mutiny. HJa eternises locraaaaa. 
Hla parta or. HualUa, aad many laborara 
die.

Joan Lachland. a  pretty girt, brrtraa 
with bar craw at Tahitians, Sheldon no- 
aomaa unconactoun aad aha taaaa eoarga 
of thlngi

■bo  la a  aalf rollaat American girt, a 
lover of adventure, a native of Hawaii 
and an orphan. Her ship baa bean 
wracked. Aba provaa to SbaMoa that ana 
oan shoot.

■h a  reoenta hla friendly augg eat Iona, and 
«hay quarrel. 8ha maaaa it plain that aha 
to not matrimonially inclined. Mho and 
•baldon eava two black woman from 
death.

The ravage laborara demand the women, 
•heldon attempta to dtampiine them, and 
Joan ahoota a native and aavaa ma lira 
She ecolda him for making bar a boot.

Satan, a  aavaga dog. arrivée. Deep!ta 
■beldon'e warnlnga Joan goea to explora 
an »land ana oontemplataa buying, finan 
cial dtfflcultlaa threaten Sbaldoa

He falle In love with Joan. La ft alone 
by Sheldon. Joan haa troubla with Uo- 
goomy and otber natlvea. Armed aavagea 
arrive, and danger tbreatena Sbeidoo aad 
Joan.

Joan routa them with a fake dynamite 
cartridge, and Oaten driven them into 
tree» Their chief la punished. Morgan 
and Raft bave Sheldon in tbelr power.

Joan offer» to become hla partner. Hla 
mention of conventionality angera ber. 
■b e  neada no chaperon. aha aaya Sheldon 
Anally accepta ber aa bla partner.

Tudor and Von Bllx. gold seekers, arrive 
on the Martha. Joan and Tudor aeero to 
Intereet each other. Sbeidoo become» jeal
ous.

Joan atarta for Auatralla wltb ber crew 
to buy a actionner, but atopa at Uuvutu 
and buya tbe Martha, whlcb baa been 
wrecked, for a mere trifle.

Captain Auckland telle now ahe did It 
and applauda ner devernraa. Captain 
Oleeon telle bow ahe took the Fltbberty 
Gibbet away from blm to save tbe Mar
tha

Joan returna with the Martha In good 
condition. Her white aaeirtanta deecnoe 
her bustneee sbrewdneea Sbeidon refuses 
to let ber run tbe Martha.

Spose you d o  like ro mo take on one 
fella pound, then me send you fella 
along Tulagl catch ’m one strung fella 
government whipping. Plenty New 
Georgia boys, plenty Ynabel boys stop 
along Jail along Tulagl Them fella 
no like Ma nuta boys little hit. My 
word, they give 'm you strong fella 
wblppiug. What you say?"

“You take m one relia pound along 
me,” was the answer.

And Mauonmte. patently relieved. 
Stepped back, while Sbeidoo entered 
tbe One in the plantation labor Jour 
ml.

“Yea, It la a long time for no news 
to have trickled down.” he answered, 
watching her keenly from uuder bis 
bat brim and wondering as to the 
measure of her anxiety for the ad
venturous gold hunter. “But Tudor 
will come out all right Be did n thing 
at tbe start that 1 wouldn't have given 
him or any otber man credit for—per
suaded Blou Charley to go along with 
him. I’ll wager no other Btnu nigger 
baa ever gone so fnr Into tbe bush 
unless to be kat kal'd.”

“Look! Look.“' Joan cried in a low 
voice, pointing across the narrow 
stream to a slack eddy, where a huge 
crocodile drifted like a log awash. 
“Cgb: Tbe nithy beasts I I bate them)
1 bate them!”

“And yet you go diving among 
sharks,“ Sheldon chided. “Just tbe 
same. I wish 1 could swim as well as 
you. Maybe It would beget confidence 
such as you bava”

“Do you know 1 think tt would be 
■Ice to be married to a man such as 
yon seem to be becoming.” ahe remark
ed. wltb one of ber abrupt change« that 
always astounded him. “1 should think 
you could be trained Into a very good 
husband—you know, not'one of tbe 
domineering kind, bnt one who con 
sidered bis wife was Just aa much 
an individual as himself and Just aa 
much a tree agent. Keally.* you know.
1 think you are Improving.“

She laughed and rode away, leav
ing him greatly cast down. If be bad 
thought there bad been one bit of coy  ̂
ness in ber words, one feminine flutter, 
one womanly attempt at deliberate lore 
and encouragement be would have 
been elated But be knew absolutely 
that It was tbe boy and not tbe woman 
who had so daringly spoken.

Joan rode through twenty acres of 
uncleared cane Tbe grass was waist 
high and higher, and aa she rode 
along she remembered thqt Uogoomy 
was one of a gang of boys that bad 
been detailed to tbe grass cutting. A 
little farther on she beard voices and 
reined In and listened. It was Uo
goomy talking.

“Dog be stop ’m along bouse, night 
time he walk about," Uogoomy was 
saying. “You fella boy catch 'm one 
fella pig, put 'm kal-kal. belong blm 
dog along one big fella flsh book. 
S'pose dog he walk about cntch 'm kal- 
kal. you fella boy catcb m dog allee 
same one shark. Dog be finish close 
up. Big fella marster sleep along big 
fella bouse White Mary sleep along 
pickaninny house. Une fella Adamu 
he stop along outside picknninny house. 
Y’ou fella boy Untsh Tn dog. finish ’m 
Adamu. fintsb m big fella marster, 
Unisb 'm wbite Mary, finish m alto
gether. Plenty musket he stop, plznty 
powder, ple.*.y tomahawk, plenty knife 
fee. Bun be come up we long way 
too much.”

“Me catcb ’m pig sun be go down,“ 
spoke np one whose thin falsetto voice 
Joan recognized as belonging to Coase, 
one of Gogoomy's tribesmen.

“Me catcb ’m dog," said another. 
“And me catch’m white fella Mary.” 

Gogoomy cried triumphantly. “Me 
catcb 'm Kwaque be die along him 
quick.”

This much Joan heard of tbe plan to 
murder, and then her rising wrath 
proved too much for her discretion 
She spurred her horse Into the grass, 
crying:

“What name you fella boy, eh? Wliat 
name?"

They arose, scrambling and scatter-
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Boy after boy. be called tbe of
fenders out and gave them their choice.4 |ng. „nd to her surprise she saw there
and boy by boy each one elected to 
pay the tine imposed.

Uogoomy and bis five tribesmen were 
fined three pounds each, and at Uo- 
goom.v's guttural command they re
fused to pay.

"S’pose you go along Tulagl." Shel
don warned him; "you cntch m strong 
fella whipping and you stop along 
Jail three fella year. Savvee?” 

Uogoomy wavered.
“You take’m three fella pound along 

me.” Gogoomy muttered, at tbe same 
time scowling his hatred at Sheldon 
and transferring halt tbe scowl to 
Joan and Kwaque. “Me finish along 
you, you catcb m big fella trouble, 
my word. Father belong me big fella 
chief along Fort Adams.”

"That will do,” Sbeidon warned blm. 
“You shut mouth belong you.”

“Me no fright," the son of a chief 
retorted, by hla Insolence Increasing 
his stature In the eyes of his fellows.

“Look him up for tonight,” Sheldon 
aald to Kwaque. “Sun he come up 
put ‘m that fella and five fella belong 
him along grass cutting. Savvee?” 

“There will be trouble wltb Gogoomy 
yet.” Sbeidon aald to Joan, aa the boss 
boys marshalled tbelr gangs and led 
them away to tbelr work. “Keep an 
eye on him. Be careful when you are 
riding alone on the plantation. The 
loss of those Winchesters and all that 
ammunition has hit him harder than 
your cuffing did. Be la dead ripe for 
mischief.”
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“I wonder what has become of Tu
dor. It's two months since be disap
peared iDto the bush, and not a word 
of him after he left Binu.”

were a dozen of them As she looked 
In tbelr glowering fnces and noted the 
heavy, two-foot backing cane kntves 
In their hands, she became suddenly 
aware of the rashness of her not. If 
only she had her revolver or a rifle, all 
would have been well. But she had 
carelessly ventured out unarmed.

“To much talk along you fella boy.” 
she said severely. “Too much talk, 
too little work. Savvee?”

Uogoomy made no reply, but, ap
parently shifting weight he slid one 
foot forward. Tbe other boys, spread 
fanwise about her, were also sliding 
forward, the cruel cane knives In their 
Kinds advertising their Intention.

“You cut 'm grass!” ahe commanded 
imperatively.

But Gogoomy slid bla other foot 
forward. She measured the distance 
wltb ber eye. It would be Impossible 
to whirl her horse around and get i 
away. She would lie chopped down j 
from behind.

She lifted ber riding whip threaten
ingly. and at the same moment drove 
In both spurs wltb her heels, rushing 
the startled horse straight at Gogoomy. 
Be swerved aside to avoid the horse, 
at the same time swinging hla ce ne 
knife in a slicing blow that would have 
cut her In twain. She leaned forward 
under tbe flying steel, which cut 
through ber riding skirt, throngb the 
edge of the saddle, through the saddle 
cloth, and even slightly Into the horse 
Itself. Ber right band, still raised, 
came down, tbe thiu whip whlshlng 
through the air. She saw the white.
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