
C. S. Watson the St. Anthony Druggist.
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DIFFICULTIES in  pr o v in g  u p .

ew Regulations to  Guard Against 
Land F rauds.

‘Every homesteader is looked 
pon as a swindler,” was a remark 
ade to the writer early this week, 
'his arose from the rigid inquiry 
nd procedure which the govern
ed has adopted to prevent fraud- 
lent entry and appropriation of 
overnment land. Revelations in 
lie Oregon land frauds, which 
each many thousands of acres, and 
vhich was participated in by those 
jigh in the government service, is 
esponsible for this searching scru- 
iny. .
While it is only right that ex- 

reme care be used to guard against 
frauds, the regulations should not 
be too stringent. Every man who 
settles on a piece of sagebrush 
land, especially if he be without 
much means, constructs irrigation 
works and reclaims it, must endure 
privations and hardships for a 
number of years, and circumstances 
may make it impossible for him to 
fully comply with every letter and 
detail of the law. Yet he is a 
bona fide settler, and one of the 
class for whose particular benefit 
the law was framed. Its object is 
to enable the homeless to secure 
homes, and it is not probable that 
requirements will be exacted which 
will prevent anyone who has shown 
good faith from making final proof 
and securing title, yet it is unques
tionably true that the present strict 
inquiry and rigid exaction, accord
ing to reports, is embarrassing to 
not a few.

O F F I C I A L  V O T E . O F  F R E M O N T  C O U N T Y .

P R E C IN C T S

A ran g ee
A rch er
H ates
B irch C reek
C am as
Chapin
Driggs
Dubois
Edm unds
Fall R iver
G ram
Harten
H e n ry
H ighland
H ow e
In d e p en d e n ce
Island  W ard
K ilgore
L abelle
L eigh
L ew isville
Lynn an
M arket L ake
M arysville
M edicine Lodge
Menan
Ora
P a rk e r
R ice
Rigby
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R exburg
Salem
S t. A nthony
S p e n c e r
T e to n
V ernon
W ilford
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State Superintendent.
Fremont county has the largest

The average 
hout the 
il. Ten

More Honors for Idaho.
The Idaho horticultural exhibit 

has been awarded a gold medal for 
collective display and with special 
reference to the keeping quality of 
fruit at the world’s fair.

In addition to this award, which 
is second only to the grand prize,
5G gold, silver and bronze medals 
have been won by Idaho fruits of 
different varieties.

It was not expected that Idaho 
stood a chance to win the grand 
prize in horticulture. The cost of 
transporting fruits to the fair was 
too great to enable the commission 
to keep up the exhibit as desired. 
The express companies demanded 
five cents per pound for carrying 
the fruit and_the expense of storing 
the product in St. Louis and deliv
ering it at the fair grounds amount
ed to as much more. Under these 
conditions it was next to impossi
ble for the commission to make a 
showing such as the state might 
have made had funds been availa
ble. So great was the cost of 
maintaining a fruit exhibit at the 
fair that Utah and othei western 
states did not attempt an exhibit, 
and the small appropriation at the 
disposal of the commission was 
well used. Second to California 
only, however, is not bad, even for 
Idaho.

Idaho is recovering a large 
amount of good advertising in the 
east, which no doubt springs from 
her exhibit at the fair. The Idaho 
buildiug was visited and viewed 
by thousands, and nearly all were 
astonished at the exhibit. The 
impression is altogether too general 
that the state is a barren waste for 
the greater part, because, for one 
reason, the railroads generally 
skirt, instead of traversing the best 
lands. This is particularly true of 
the line from Pocatello to Boise. 
From Pocatello to St. Anthony the 
reverse is true, the railroad passing 
through the finest land in the west, 
and the evidences of prosperity and 
development are unmistakable. 
Through travel, however, entirely 
misses this section, and the state 
has been judged from the lava beds 
and sage brush wastes that consti
tute the greater part of the scenery 
from Soda Springs to Nampa. The 
fair did much to remove the false 
impressions entertained about Ida
ho. The following is from the 
buffalo, (N. Y.) Courier:

“Few streams çnd few farms can 
be seen from the trains of the Ore- 
Son Short Line, which traverses 
the best part of Idaho, so it is 
rather surprising to hear that it is 
the best watered of all the arid 
states and destined1 because of this 
fact and also because of its fertile 
soil and mild climate to become 
one of the richest agricultural 
states in the Union. But one river 
alone, the Snake, meanders through 
the state for a thousand miles, 
carrying a volume of water suffic
ient, according to the state engi
neer’s report, to cover all the avail
able lands in its immense basin to a

depth of seventy-six inches. There 
are seven other large rivers flowing 
through valleys many miles wiqe, 
not to speak of numberless smaller 
streams. But though the farms 
are not visible from a car window 
they are there just the same. Al
ready $9,000,000 of private capijal 
is invested in irrigation projects in 
Idaho, which embrace 2,000 miles 
of trunk canals, which wafer 
1,726,000 acres of fertile sdil. 
There are 10,000,000 acres more 
suitable for irrigation, on some of 
which the government is now at 
work. Corporations with capital 
amounting to millions are being 
organized to develop still other 
acres. So it is not difficult to [see 
that things are going to happen in 
Idaho before long. Perhaps it liay 
be well to say here that the peqple 
of Idaho are not the sort who wait 
for things to happen. Just to be 
enterprising they have heated 
Boise, the capital, by hot water 
from an artisian well. The Boise 
people try to let on that this is 
nothing, that they could heat the 
whole state the same way if 
wanted to. But as a matter of

$550 FROM ONE ACRE.
Uncultivated Crop Yields Astonish

ing Returns.
Joe Baker of Black Springs, two 

miles west of Marysville, last 
spring sowed an acre of onions, 
using three pounds of seed. After 
sowing them they received no at
tention whatever, having received 
no cutlivation in any form, and Mr. 
Baker was greatly surprised that 
they were his best crop. A short 
time ago he harvested them, and 
secured 1,100 bushels of fine onions, 
sold everyone on the ground to his 
neighbors, realizing an even $550 
for them, and could have sold many 
more. He is now trying to figure 
out how much he would have made 
had he carefully cultivated them. 
This is a pretty neat sum to receive 
from one acre, and demonstrates 
that Fremont county soil is as good 
as any on earth. ,

Made Fortune on Idaho Farm.
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they didn’t do it on that purpose 
at all. They really bored for 
in a plot of black, shiny grounc 
which not even sagebrush w< 
grow. When they reached a de 
of 350 feet a stream of boi 
water spurted up and knocked 
derrick over. They built a 
tributing system to pipe water to 
the better class of residences and 
office buildings, where it is used for 
heating bathing and laundry \i-ork 
and wanning ovens in the hotels, 
for it comes out of the ground at a 
temperature of 198 degrees and 
loses but six degrees by the time it 
reaches the most distant hoqses. 
This is the only town that 
ever heated by natural hot v 

‘‘Idaho is going into the 
sugar business, too. A 
dollar factory was put in oper 
at Idaho Falls in 1903, which 
duced 7,000,000 pounds of granu
lated sugar. This year Idaho faim 
ers received $750,000 for their bee 
crop, which was at the rate of $4.50 
a ton, and they raised 20 to 30 tons 
to the acre. ’ ’

That fortunes are to 
made on Idaho farms is illu 
ted in the case of M. V. Thom; 
Kendrick, who is estimated ô be 
worth more than $50,000. 
land," plenty of water, and 
crops, which is the general rule in 
Idaho, will place any enefgetic 
man in comfortable circumstances 
in a very short time.

G. C. Bowermau was 
Squirrel creek country last 
While there he found a last 
bear track and at once developed 

' ■ learn
’ and 

out, 
would

the
week.
/ear’s

an uncontrolable desire to 
where the bear ‘‘started from 
took the back track to fin» 
doubtless believing that he 
find a whole herd. Ever sin^e the 
publication of Berryman L. Jacob s 
champion bear story two weeks 
ago Mr. Bowerman has desifed to 
discover a bear story that will out
class it. The above information 
was gleaned from George L 
feld, who gave it out with 
reluctance, fearing that some 
adventurous hunter might discover 
the bear story first.

arrig-
great
other

A distinguished engineer predicts 
that in time the Pauama carnal will 
have to seek sea level.

Illustrative of Idaho’s most won
derful productiveness is the follow
ing from the Capital News, makes 
interesting reading:

The account of how Mr. Thomas 
started with nothing, accumulated 
the snug sum of $15,000, only to 
lose all in the crisis, and how he 
then turned around and has since 
amassed $50,000, reads more like 
fiction than cold facts, but Mr. 
Thomas vouches for the story.

“Twenty-seven years ago I came 
west from southern Missouri with
out a dollar. I secured a pre-emp
tion between Genesee and Union- 
town, which latter changed to a 
homestead. After improving the 
land for five years I sold out and 
found I had saved up just $1800. 
For the next seven years I worked 
for wages, and at the end of that 
time I could boast of a roll of $12,- 
000. Then I bought the old Tay
lor farm of 320 acres on American 
Ridge, paying $6500 for it. The 
rest of my money I left lying 
around loose, and I had many 
causes to be sorry afterward. I 
picked up another 160 acres of land 
adjoining my first purchase, but 
this was subject to a heavy mort
gage, and then the crisis of 1893 
came, and together with a bad crop 
set me back. When I took stock 
of my holdings I found that I had 
indebtedness enough to cover prac
tically everything I owned, while 
my money that had been loaned, 
was lost. My original 320 acres 
was clear of a mortgage, but I had 
enough debts to eat that up. I 
found myself on just about even 
terms with the world.

That was bad, but in 1894 my 
warehouse, with 1100 bushels of 
wheat, burned. After that I ran a 
threshing machine and continued 
to farm and in 1897 I had such a 
good crop that together with my 
savings, I cleared off my debts and 
had my farm clear. Since then I 
have added to my farm, till now I 
have 853 acres, and I would not 
sell it for $40,000.

“Mr. Thomas admitted that his 
other holdings in and around Ken
drick were worth $10,000 and 
everything is clear. When the 
reporter remarked that he had done 
well he only smiled and said: 
“Anybody could make money 
here.”

Farm ers Build a  Railroad.
An interesting report is given in 

the Lewiston Tribune of how the 
farmers in Ramsey county, North 
Dakota, secured transportation for 
their grain after James J. Hill, of 
the Great Northern, had refused to 
build a 25-mile branch that would 
have tapped a natural granary, but 
only partly cultivated because of 
the long and expensive haul to the 
railway. It kept the farmers busy 
all winter hauling what grain they 
did produce to market. Six of the 
largest planters met at the school 
house and decided that if Hill 
wouldn't help them they would help 
themselves. They asked every 
farmer who hauled graiu to Devil’s 
Lake to subscribe. Some subscrib
ed $25; others $50. They raised 
$50,000. They sent a farmer to 
Duluth to buy ties and another to 
St. Paul to buy old rails. They 
hired section hands to lay the track. 
But they needed more money. 
They bought land along the line 
and laid out three towns, sold lots, 
and used the money to buy an old 
engine, a day coach and four box 
cars from the Great Northern rail
way. The road started. It will 
stop for any farmer at any place. 
Last year the road made its own 
expenses, it hauled 60,000 bushels 
of wheat. This year, with the 
railroad at hand, the farmers plant
ed more wheat, and the road will 
haul 2,000,000 bushels. Here is 
what these farmers had done when 
they built their railroad: Estab
lished three towns, increased the 
price of laud along the way 75 per 
cent, increased their yield of wheat, 
built schools, established tele
phones. They made a whole com
munity richer and independent.

ST. ANTHONY POSTAL RECEIPTS.

Stands Fourteenth in the State 
With Receipts of $4 ,684.50.

The report bf the auditor of the 
postoffice department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, places St. 
Anthony fourteenth, the thirteen 
others outranking her being Boise, 
Pocatello, Lewiston, Moscow, Ida
ho Falls, Wallace, Weiser, Payette, 
Nampa, Blackfoot, Caldwell, Coeur 
d’Alene and Grangeville. The 
receipts of the St. Anthony office 
were $4,684.50. The receipts of 
the Rexburg office wete $3,224.95. 
This is a very good showing for a 
town that was not large enough to 
have a place on the map seven or 
eight years ago.

Winn Furniture Co. Starts Up.
The Winn Furniture Co., has 

secured a new and complete stock 
of furniture and will begin business 
next week in the building just 
south of the postoffice. The Winn 
store was completely destroyed by- 
fire on the night of November 23, 
resulting in a loss of about $5,000, 
with but $1,000 insurance.

Since the fire Mr. Winn has been 
endeavoring to secure a building, 
but until last week was unable to 
do so. He is one of the most ac
commodating of business men, and 
was enjoying his full measure of 
prosperity when the disastrous fire 
occurred, and all hope that he will 
speedily retrieve his losses.

Associated with Mr. Winn is H. 
A. Chase, well and favorably 
known to the people of this vicini
ty, and they deserve and doubtless 
will receive a generous patronage.

Their stock is completely new 
and of latest designs, and in this 
respect is ahead of anything in the 
county.

The Smoot inquiry began Mon- 
I day.

Howard Aldrich was arrested 
Tuesday morning as he was going 
to take the train for Minnesota with 
his bride of the day before, on a 
rbarge of petit larceny prefered by 
Walter Chase. He was discharged 
by Judge King, who considered 
there was no evience against him. 
Mr. Aldrich has borne a good rep 
utation and esteemed as a good 

j  citizen. Mrs. Aldrich was much 
j  shocked by the arrest of her hus- 
! band but took the morning train,
1 Mr. Aldrich following on the after
noon train. _________

It is announced that there will 
be no extra session of congress.

Has Had Unusual Experience.
W. H. Homer was a recent caller 

at this office. He has had an unus
ual career. He crossed the plains 
with the pioneers in 1847, an in
fant. About 30 years ago he re
moved from Salt Lake to Oxford, 
Bannock county. Since that time 
he has paid taxes in two territories, 
one state and five or six counties 
on his homestead, and lias never 
moved. When he first settled 
there, the territory of Idaho had 
not been created and he paid taxes 
in Utah territory. When Idaho 
was created as a territory and later 
admitted as a state, his taxes were 
paid to each in turn. Old Oneida 
county at that time embraced Bear 
Lake, Bingham, Bannock, Fre
mont and part of Cassia, Lincoln, 
Blaine and Custer, as well as the 
present territory embraced in 
Oneida. Mr. Homer has not mov
ed, but the counties and states have 
shifted so much that he may be 
considered a widely traveled man.

In speaking of the development 
of the west, Mr. Homer said it was 
incredible. He traveled by wagon 
from Salt Lake to Puget Sound and 
thence into California at a tiniewhen 
it would have been impossible for 
anyone to induce him to accept as 
a gift land on which thriving cities 
now exist and where some of the 
most valuable farms and fruit 
orchards have been created. The 
entire country then might be called 
a desert, and none could foreseethe 
wonderful development that would 
follow. Could he have foreseen 
the future, he would today be the 
wealthiest man in the west. Re
garding climate, he says southeast
ern Idaho, between Shoshone Falls 
and Nampa along the Snake river, 
is the most favored section in the 
United States. Mr. Homer was 
sheriff of this county when it was 
a part of Oneida. He was on the 
Egin bench when Bishop Parker 
and his son and one of the Wiuegar 
boys were the only residents. He 
would not look twice at land then 
that now sells for $100 per acre or 
more, and might have had his pick 
of the choicest laud in the country.

Although Oneida at that time 
was as large as an eastern state, and 
has since been subdivided several 
times, Fremont county now lias 
more than three times as much tax
able property as Oneida had twenty- 
years ago, and is increasing at the 
rate of 20 per cent, a year.

r ____ ally a waste. St. Anthony
had but half a dozen houses, and 

few scattered ranches near 
with only a few schools in 

sparsely settled districts. The 
development of the sncool system 
is but a reflection of the wonderful 
growth of the county, which ranks 
second in taxable valuation in the 
state, and is yet only in her infancy.

Dr. Blevins’ Stag Party.
Ever since Mrs. Blevins left for 

the east, Mr. Blevins has been 
manifesting the same kind of a 
spirit which, when a boy, prompted 
him to steal melons because he did 
not know how to do any hing 
worse. This culminated Saturday 
night in a stag party, composed of 
people, many of whom left their 
former homes after night, and 
others were in a great hurry to 
catch the train, possibly not caring 
to wait for the cover of darkness. 
Several of the party were originally 
from Missouri. When a man leaves 
Missouri, the usual procedure is to 
transfer his name from the regis
tration list to the court records, and 
enter a charge of horse stealing 
after it. If he has good judgment 
of horse flesh, and is never caught, 
he usually manages to escape 
lynching. There are a good many 
people in this western country who 
visit their Missouri relatives by 
proxy only. The former homes of 
several of the party arc unknown, 
but the worst is suspected.

Among the party were Dick 
Costley, political ward heeler; Lee 
Borrows, and C. C. Bowerman 
hiding out near the Tetons, ostensi
bly on an elk hunt ; George Swartz, 
run out of Grrmauy for lese majesté ; 
C. C. Moore, ex-Missourian, mem
ber of the “slippery seventh” and 
who recently induetd the respecta
ble people of the county to send 
him back to what will be known 
in future as the “slippery eighth;” 
Bill Gray, a govermeut pap-suck- 
er, noted for profanity when the 
noon train is seventeen hours late, 
but has escaped arrest ; Dr. Clark, 
nothing known of his antecedents; 
Dr. and John Blevins and M. J. 
Walter, Missouri democratic exiles; 
Captain Gailey of Idaho Falls, 
who was up here lobbying for 
election as major of this battalion 
of the state militia on grounds of 
bravery during a skirmish at 
American Lakes last summer, 
when all of his company deserted 
him and left him alone to be taken 
prisoner by the blood-thirsty ene
my, and who was lost in the woods 
twenty-four hours after having been 
released ; Zard Yearian suspected of 
being a Russian nihilist, and Lew 
Maurer, who was invited to give 
the assemblage an appearance of re
spectability. Refreshments were 
served in the shape of fresh oysters, 
of the moonshine brand. Marshal 
Buchenau did not get onto the 
bunch until after they had dispers
ed.

The Merchant Marine League of 
Cleveland, is sending out literature 
agitating the establishment of a 
government ship subsidy.

Senator Stewart will open a law 
office at Tonapah when his term in 
the Senate expires.

Washington had 1,416,116 acres 
in wheat this year, which yielded 
23,489,330, bushels.

The senate has passed to final 
reading a bill providing for twenty- 
eight new warships.

Senator Clark is deeding all his 
Montana property to his son, and 
it is surmised that he is intending 
to leave Montana at the expiration 
of his term in the senate.

Senator Burrows is said to be 
preparing a constitutional amend
ment against polygamy providing 
some form of disfranchisement for 
those who practice it. This inay 
carry a provision that all who are 
polygamists or have been or still 
defend it as a tenet shall not vote.

A Washington dispatch says: 
The treasury department is review- 
iug the Assayer Wooley charges in 
the case of Francis Fletcher who 
was removed from the position of 
watchman. Fletcher is making a 
vigorous defense. In view of 
Fletcher's old soldier record it is 
likely he will be reinstated to his 
former position at the assay office.


