The importance of purifying the blood ean
not be overestimated, for without pure blood
you cannot enjoy good healih,

At this scason nearly every one needs &
good medicine to purtfy, vitalize, and enrich
the blood, and we ask you to try Hood's

Barsaparilla. 1t strengthens
Peculiar ,uq"tuias up the system,
ereates an appetite, and tones the digestion,
while it dicates di The pecull

prop , and prep
of the vegetable remedies used give to
Hood's Barsaparilla pecul-
iar curative powers. No To ltse'f
other medicineh h a record of
eures. If you have made up your mind to
‘buy Hood's Sarsaparilla do not be induced to
take any other instead. It is a Pecullar
Medicine, and Is worthy your confidence,
Hood's Sarsaparilla is sold by all druggists.
Prepared by C. 1. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass,
100 Doses One Dollar
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——The April number of The
Forum will contain agroup of srticles
on “I'he Crisis of the Demooratio
Party,” to which the Hon. William
L. Wilson, Mr, Frederiv R. Coudert,
and Mr. Matthew Hale contribute.

THE EXPLORATION OF ALASKA.

About 18 months ago a syndicate
composed of at least one of the lead-
ing newspapers in each of the north-
ern, middle and western States, was
organized to defray the cost of an ex-
pedition to Alaska which would thor-
oughly explore that extensive domain
as much as this was possible during
the rummer season of 1891. Inas-
miuch as the New York Ledger origi-
nated the idea and paid the bulk if
rot all of the necessary expenses of
the expedition, it was named “after”
that excellent literary weekly, Freds
erick Schwatka, the famous Arctic
explorer, having resigned his com-
mission as a lieutenant in the Univd
States Navy, was given full charge of
the expedition frcm its inception to

point, and while imports of merchan-

dise show a lsrge increase over last
year, for half of March 10.4 per cent.,
there also appears an inerease in do-
mestic exports, for two weeks of
March about 6 per cent. But vast
supplies of some great staples have
produced phenomenally low prices
during the past week, particularly 63
cents for cotton, 98 cents for wheat,
46 cents for corn, $16 for No. 1
anthracite iron, and 28 cents for Ohio
XX wool. These low prices cause
not a little disheartenment in some
branches of trade, although the move-
ment of products continues active.
. . - . * *

“The Treasury has been putting
out $1,600,000 more money than it
has received in March, but some
movement from New York to the in-
terior is seen, The stock market has
not been such as to encourage much
foreign selling, hut shows no such
weakness as past shipments of securi
ties from abroad might naturally have
vaused. Railroads are doing a heavy
business, earnings in February and in
March thus far exceeding last year’s
by 13 to 14 per cent. Speculation in

by the Alabams iron combination,
the reported purchase of sugar refin-
eries, ramors of a copper alliance, and
lezal proceedings against the coal
combination in Pennsylvania.”

THE GUOD WORK GOES ON!

Secretary Ruxk Proposes to Put Sixty
Million Dollars More Into the Pockets
of American Farmers—A Terse Sum-
mary of the Achievements of the
World’s Greatest Department of Agri-
culture.

Julian Bthhome in Lippincott's Menthly Mage.
z ne.

The Secretary of Agriculture is not
satisfied with wringing from the offi
cials of foreign nations a reluctant
oonsent to allow our good things to
reach their hungry populations; he
aims to appeal directly to the popu-
lations  themselves. Until  very
litely, for example, the use of corn
and cornmeal as human food was
almost entirely unkuown in Europe—
the people imagined it was fed to
animals only, Mr. Rusk dispatched
agents to the other side to edu-
cate these benighted people. The
succcss of these ag-nis has been
great. Corn bread is likely to become
us popular on Knglish breakfast tables
as muffins and erumpets are now; and
in Berlin “corn kitchens” have been

the present time.,

tHow will lie discliarged the trust
reposed in him will be ascertained by
reading the report of his explorations.
This report will make 30 columns of
minion type, and it will be publishec
ct the rate of four columns per week
during the ensu'ng two weeks, hut of
only two columns weekly aft:r t'at
The first 1nstallment appears to-d y

This matter will not appear in any
other ldaho newspaper, the Woon
River Times owning the exclusive
right to publish it in this state. Any
of ourexchanges are,however, at lib-
ety to reprint any part of it upen
giving this paper the proper credit.

BUSINESY IN GENERAL.

Vast Supplies of Siaples Produce Low
Prices—Money Seemingly Abundant.
R. G. Dun & Co.’s Review of Trade

for the week ending the 19th instant

says:

“Storms, bal weather anl bad
roads, have much retarded trade dur-
ing the past week, reducing the move-
ment of grain and curtailing retail
trade in many cities, but nevertheless
reports indicate on the whole an im«
provement in the distribution of goods,
and a fairly sustained demand, in
some branches increasing, for manu.
factured products. There is no
trouble anywhere about money, even
at the South markets being fairly
supplied with a light but rather better
demand while at the West a more
active demand is still met by an ample
supply. Rates on call here have re-
mained unchanged st 1} per gent.
Sterhing exchange l:sbeen unaltered,
and at §4 874 1s below the exporting
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arranged for, and a mixture of rye
and corn is to constitute the bread
ration supplied to the German army.

Tris is only the beginning of the
good work in the case of a single
cereal, in its relation to foreign con-
sumers alone. The pruspects for the
future are obvious; and, as Secretary
Rusk observes, an increase in our
crop exports of only 10 per cent.
would put sixty million dollars a year
more in the pockets of our farmers.
I'he value of our crops for 1892 was
seven hundred million dollurs greater
than it was for 1890,

This is a good showing, but, in
numerous ways, the Dapartment of
Agriculture is working to make a
better and still a better showing here-
after, not only improving the yield
and the quality of the yield of land
now under ounltivation, but making
more land cultivatable, and lowering
prices by bringing the farmer and
the consumer iuto ecloser relations,
and thus eliminating the huge profits
of the middleman. FKFor one thing,
experiments have been making in
sugar manufacture, with a view to
rataining for ourselves the hundred
million dollars that we annually pay
for tha imported article. Sugar cane,
sorghum, and beets, are the three
sources of commercial sugar.

The Department has shown that the
southern belt of our country can
profitably produce the first, the middle
belt the second, and regions farther
north the sugar beete. A process has
heen discovered whereby sorghum,
treated with alecohol, yields double

industrial stocks has been stimulated |

SCHWATKA IN ALASKA

FIRST LETTER FROM THE EX-
PLORING EXPEDITION.

Observations In and Around Juneau—
Up the Yukon River With Native

With pltullt;

Crashing Through Ice Cakes.

3 a

[No. 1.—International Press Associstion.]

Taukov River May 26 1891.—On May
7, 1891, the Pacific Const Steamship
company's vessel, ‘‘City of Topeka,”
crossed Dixon Entrance and entered
Alaskan waters, leaving behinld those
of I ritich Columbia.

All of these waters, for a stretch of
over a thousand miles along the Pacific
coast arc but dc? inlets and channels,
hugesalt waterrivers, so to spealk, that,
cutting in every direction, make a vast
neiwork of islands picturesque in the
extreme and not even yet wholly ex-
plored. The most freely navigable of
these wany chanrels running parallel
with the coast, is ealled “the inland
passage to Alaska,” and is yearly be-
coming more popular with summer
tourists sccking rest and recreation
here. One of the peculiar features of

e

“GNVISI SYTONOd ANV avEmRn,

ihis southwestern section of Alaska,
aud one that can only be appreciated
by the explorer or hardy frontiersman,
is the easc and pleasure with which cne
can travel the coast waters, only to
fI'nge into the ronghest of “roughing
t, * as soon as these are left,and the Ale
p ne interior essayed.

On board the ‘‘Topeka was the New
York Ledger Alaskan expedition that
had this prospect ahead of it, the sub-
scriber Lzing in command. One of our
main ohiects was to cover as much un-
expl red coantry as possible, in any di-
1e:ticn, yet a gencral plan had been
forn ¢d to follow my old explorations of
138¢ to, or ncar, the P’elly and Yukon
river confluence, and there begin the
worls into the unknown interior west-
w.d and southwestward,

W e hed ocension to change this plan
s0 18 to cover more unexplored country
than usual. It came about by discus-
sing @ new and unexplored route
trom Juncau with citizens of that
ively meiropolis of our distant
coulony, *the largest city in the largest
territory in the largest republic in the
wosid, ' as they used to patriotically
weit. 1t was to go over what was
led the Tahkn trail that led to a
1vge lake in the interior, and by its
draining river,gain the Yukon, where [
joined my old trail of 1883, and could
then carry out the program as pre-
viously planned. It was believed an
avaitable commerecial trail night be
opcned this way, that, with Junean as a
basis, could be made to supply the
Yukon valley even to DBehring rea,
Lotter then by any known route, while

&

of the New York Ledger expedition, to
be able to do this preliminary pioneer-
ing This beli:f was founded on in-
{fcrmation obtained from the interior
Indians when bringing out their furs,
and {rom prospectors who had searched
this general line for precious minerals.
It might bLe, also, that the present
Yukon traflic would not pay, while the
future might, end it was well to be
prepared with the information. The
many other reasons for or against this
trail can be made clearer as we travel
over it later. When we arrived in Jun-
eau a ccrcespondir g interest was soon
worked up by those on the steamer, the
citizens pledging everything they could
to make the enterprise a success, and
so we disemburized here.

The first peint we touched in Alaska

was  Tongass,  After Tongass, we
meet  mothing  but  salmon  c¢an-
neries for a few days, reaching
Juncan  on the uth  of May,

where our freight is disembovked and
we continue o, fur this me tropolis is of
enongh importance to be touched by
the returning steamer, thus making a
short round trip.

We wale up next day in Glacier Bay,
on the first vessell of the scason to

the amount of sugar that it has been !

Our beet resources are incalculable;
and altogether the prosperity of home |
made sugar is assured Again, a
thorough study of forage grasses has
heen made, in order to discover whichl

localities, and especially to obtain a
grass which will flourish in arid
regions without irrigation. Such a

slower in its rate of growth. In the
course of a few years millions of acres,
now barren, will have been given to
agriculture by this discovery, which
but for the Department of Agriculture

of less importance is the investigation
of the best means whereby swamp
lands may be reclaimed, and of the
preservation and distribution of for-
ests, 80 as to borth prevent disastrous

arid areas on the other,

grass has been found; it is as gool as! the in'et.growine larzer :
that in the moist lands, though itis|{broke this pea-eful record—also his | the inet. growing larzer as we ascended

flonds on the one hand and to restrict | g

essay it, as it is only visited in the in-

hitherto possible to obtsin from it. lww“‘ o S0 sumpien fouriet.

At Sitha we were crowded with pas-
sengers of the spring court term at
Juncan. There were ten prisoners,
only six of themn being murderers,
mostly confined to half-brecds and In-
dians. The naturally resulting con-

e by (versation disclosel a statemcent that
varicties are best adapted to given|there had ncver been a simon-pure

lynching, nor a legal execution, in
Alaska. At Wrangell, in early days, a
l wurderous gambler was made chairman
of a vigilance committee, the chair was
ul'ed out from under him and he

neck: but any one fumiliar with fron-
tier - justice knows there is a wide
chasm existing between thisand lynch-
ing. Ina somewhntsimilar action, an
| Indian murdercr performed tractionon
& rope, to the satisfact’'on of the vgi-

might never have heen made. Scarcely | lance faction and the greater dis atis-

faction of the lesscr faction. Killisnoo
'is very agrecalae to the eye Lut some-
|what abominable to th: nose,
due to a fourishinz herring fishery
and atteadent guano factory.
The United States Marshal attempted
to arrest a native here for trying to
rown a squaw guilty of witcheraft. I
bave never yet seen anytbirg bowiteh-

1t would be no small feather in the cap |

fng about an Alasl Indian w
but I suppose tastes vary. This Alas-
kan, Cotton Mather had some inkling
of the proceedings, so he secreted him-
sclf in the Alaskan woods, where the
verbinl needle in & haystack would
as conspicuous as a circus poster by
comparison. There were not cleven
prisoncrs from Killisnoo to Juneau.

Juneau reached, preparations were
begun at oncs, the first obstacle being
the report that the Tahku river was not

et open. A big eance, a two-ton or

hree-ton affair, was casy enough to
get but packers themsclves over the
land trail were hard to obtain until a
sort of sub-chief of the Tabkus, Yash-
noosh by name, a 1 policeman,
stimulated by the citizens, took & hand
end recruits were slowly obtained.
Even then I could only obtsin half
enough, at good stiff rates of comrse,
and had to double packs (averaging 100
pounds each) over the trail of nearly
100 miles as it prove.l.

The 25th of May we got away, seven
Indians and three white men, six of the
natives being packers and one, Robert,
the owner of the boat. On the recom-
mendation of some citizens who be-
lieved in the horror of the average In-
dian for =1l legal papers I had a huge
contract drawn up, resplendent with
many colored seals and ribbons, and
this they signed by touch of pen, while
the United States Distriet court inter-
preter read aload its contents with a
solemnity cqual to that given a death-
warrant. I still retain that page of le-
gal Inlicrousness, and while admitting
it may have done me much good, yet I
can only compare it with the verdict of
the frontier coroner's jury wherein,
sitting on & man’s body dragged from
the river's bed and riddled with bul-
lets, they concluded that the deceased
had come to his death from drowning,
caused by water pouring in through the
bLul'et-holes.

8o nbout noon of the 25th, with the
American flag hanging from the peak,
we got away in the beginning of a wind
and drizzl'ng rainstorm that later made
| our first day's trip one of the most un-
pleasant of the whole fuurney. An en-
thusiastic erowd of citizens lined the
shore near the steamer's dock, and as
we paddle away down the channel
| gave us learty cheer and many

warm wisa our success.
| TLetusno e a hasty look at the
| little cxped 4 it started, the In-
| dians be ~vatly deser:bed to pass
| them ov events call them up in
detail. commanding officer was
"the he one of the party and made

excellent ballust in the rear part of the
cance.
| _The scientist of the expedition was
Dr! C. Willard Hayes, representing a!so
the U. 8. Geological survey,through the
courtesy of Major J. W. Powell, tle
head of that government bureau. To
Dr. llayes al:o fell the photographic
| work in the main, as well as the topo-
graphic or map-making. I had hoped
to get a professional photogmpbcr. and
' felt sure of success when My, Lander-
kin, one from Juneau, made an applica-
| tion for the place. He was caught on
| the grand jury, having already been
‘sworn in, Lut we both thought that
a mere bagatelle as an ob-
stacle, but the Judge and | 'strict At-
torney thought otherwise. .oth were
willing enough, but there wus nothing
in the law (the Oregon code prevails
here, Ly act of Congress “'so far as it is
practicuble”) that would allow it. The
only excuse whatsoever was one of se-
vere sickness, attested under oath by o
physician,

*‘But suppose a grand juror dies?” I
asked the Judge.

‘T could not excuse him from duty on
that ground,’ he replied, slowly, shak-
ing his head. So Mr. Landerkin re-
mained and Pr. Hayes did doulle duty.
Mark C. Russell was the only other
white man in the party as we started,
which I organized on the basis of all
my previous expeditions, or just as few
white men as possible, with natives to
! do about all the work of transportation,

guiding, hunting, etc., ete., with which
! they are so familiart in heir own coun-
try

I'he Indians were very hilarious, evi-
dently stimulated by the enthusiastic
departure given us, and they showed
their uppreciation by “spurting” fero-
ciously every little while instead of
settling down to steady work.

We stopped alout 2 o'clock in the
afternoon in o pretty little sheltercd
cove for lunch, snd really enjoyed our-
sz2lves for an half hour, rrotected from
the beating rain.  Robert impressed
me with the fact that the tide was then
out, and asked me to note that when
itwas in, not u landing place was to be
found anywhere alonz the shore for
probn bly streiches of many miles. Ina
bright green praivie of a few acres in
this cenreless timber tract, and border-
ing the sliore was picturesquely perched
a Tahku town of ten houses, Ahk-kwan
by vame. It is not often a graveyard
is the most cheeriul part of a place,
but here the oniy enlivening thing in a
1 view of dismal green, rendered doubly

do'eful Ly the rain, was a bright red
{ flag that fluttered from a high staff at
the corner of o grave, I was told it
indicated that that particular native
had just recently died.

About 4 o'clock we swung around
info the Tahku inlet, and our change
of course, now allowed us to set sails.
Along we bowled, wing and wing, the
fce-cukes we had et at the mouth of

IN TAXON CANON.

it towurds the glacier, uatil thoy could
well Le dignificd with the name of jce-
bergs; certainly so. in comparison
with thoce from the Muir glacier
thnt‘ ars thus styled. The Tuhku
gl fer ic isthe lluest I have ever
seen either inor out of the Arctic or
Alpinc reg'oas. Itwas really a dee
tlaish-black in uany places thuugﬁ
clear as erystal.
It was quite dur' when we got to the
mouth of ihe Tabku river, at a half-
1 1 fishery, the white
the Todians in
the sinokse-hiouse, 1 of us stiff as
pokers, . HCR SCHWATKA,
Com'¢z N. Y Leg £ r Expedition
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