
F O R T  B A L L  ON THE SAPTIN RIVER
AN HISTORIC STORY OF OTHER DAYS. By MILES CANNON, in Capital News

E
MBRACED in the  com ponent p a rts  

th ree  po ten t fac to rs :— civil gov- 
o f m odern c iv ilization  th e re  arc 

th re e  po ten t fac to rs  —  civ il govern ­
m ent, commerce and religion. These 
elem ents a re  frequen tly  symbolized by 
th e  flag, th e  dollar m ark  and th e  Cross 
respectively . Their adven t in to  th e  te r ­
r ito ry  th a t now constitu tes the s ta te  
o f  Idaho occurred when the  lim its of 
O ld Oregon extended from  the Pacific 
ocean, along th e  42nd para lle l to  a 
p o in t 18 miles n o rtheast o f Raw lins, 
W yo., thence along the  continental 
d iv ide to  th e  arc tic  ocean. Their eom- 

*ing w as hand in hand, the first and Iasi 
under th e  p ro tection  o f the  second, a 
re la tiv e  position, some contend, th a t 
they  occupy even to  th is  day. They 
m ade th e ir  first s tand  on th e  east bank 
of the  Sap tin , a fte rw ard s  known as 
th e  Lewis, and now by the  beau tifu l 
and poetic nam e of Snake river, a t  a 
poin t six miles above the  mouth of the 
P o rtn eu f, 20 miles above A m erican 
F alls, and 1288 miles out of Independ ­
ence, Mo., on th e  Oregon Trail.

S tric tly  speaking, both the flag and 
sign of commerce hail been seen be­
fo re  in Idaho, but here- w as the  first 
m an ifesta tion  o f the C hristian  fa ith  in 
all th e  v as t te rrito ry  o f Old Oregon. 
The first A m erican flag to  en ter the 
s ta te  of Idaho was a small one borne 
by George D rew yer (D rouillard ,) the 
in te rp re te r of th e  Lewis and C lark ex ­
pedition, who toge ther w ith C aptain 
M eriw ether Lewis, and John Shields, 
en tered  w hat is now th e  s ta te  of 
Idaho, about 4 o ’clock in th e  afternoon 
o f M onday, Aug. 12, 1805. N ot only 
w as th is  the first flag, b u t it was the 
first foot p rin t to  be made by a w hite 
man in the  s ta te , and the  place of' th is 
in te res ting  event appears to  have ,been  
a t  a poin t about 12 miles east o f Sun- 
field, Lem hi county. This expedition 
raised  a flag a t  F o rt Clatsop during 
th a t w in ter, bu t the  following spring 
i t  w*ns made over in to  five gowns w ith 
which food was purchased from the In ­
d ians to  sustain  the  company during 
a  period of fam ine. The second flag 
w as raised a t F o rt A stor in 1811, only 
to  be lowered again  on Oct. 16, 1812, 
upon th e  fa ilu re  of Mr. A sto r’s enter- 

» prise. A ccording to  th e  term s o f peace 
follow ing th e  w ar o f 1812, the B ritish  
governm ent perm itted  M r. J .  B. P ro ­
vost, Qct. 6, 1818, to  again unfu rl the 
A m erican flag over F o rt A storia , but 
he had been gone hard ly  an hour be­
fo re  the B ritish  flag w as again run up 
to  rem ain th e  symbol o f au th o rity  un til 
1846. The nex t episode in  th e  career 
o f th e  flag of the  Union in the  n o rth ­
w est b rings us back to  F o rt H all, the 
sub jec t o f th is  n a rra tiv e .

In Command of Eastern Trader 
I t  w as a  motley com pany th a t com­

posed the  cavalcade w hich em erged 
from  the  pass a t  th e  head o f Ross 
F o rk , on th e  afternoon  of Sunday, Ju ly  
12, 1834, and, following down th a t 
s tream  nine miles, encamped near 
w here F o rt H all s ta tion  is now locat­
ed  on th e  Oregon S hort L ine north  
o f  Pocatello . The com pany w as in 
com mand o f N athan ie l J .  W eyth, a 
tra d e r  from  Cam bridge, Mass., and un ­
der whose p ro tection  th e re  traveled , in 
add ition  to  his com pany of 50 men 
and  130 horses, C aptain  W illiam  S tew ­
a r t ,  a ve teran  under Lord W ellington 
a t  W aterloo, who w as trave ling  for 
p leasure; Thom as N uthall, a  b o tan is t. 
J .  K. Townsend, an o rn itho lis t, and 
a  M ethodist m issionary p arty  consist­
ing  of Revs. Jason  Lee and  D aniel 
l.ee , Cyrus Shepard and  P . L. E d ­
w ards. *

The following day, M onday, they  
traveled  only six miles to  a bend in 
th e  Snake rive r to  th e  northw est, 
w here th e  com pany again encamped 
and  from  a small slough near th> 
rive r, spent th e  day ta k in g  tro u t of 
th e  finest quality  and w eighing about 
tw o pounds each. The following morn- 

*tfhg Mr. W eyth rode down th e  river 
th ree  miles to  a point where a small 
w a te r way led off from  th e  main 
stream , and which w as fringed w ith 
w illow brush th a t concealed his pres­
ence. W hen he em erged from the 
grow th he noticed a large buffalo bull 
near by, which he shot, and as he 
stood by the  carcass and observed the 
w ide riv e r which m akes a sharp  bend 
to  the  south, and th e  slough form ing 
a  pro tection  to  the east, w ith  a su itab le  
po in t of land sufficient for the purpose, 
he then and there located the historic 
F o rt H all, destined to  become one of 
th e  most im portan t s ta tions  on the 
fam ous Oregon Tra il, and, un til the 
build ing  of F ort B ridger, nine years 
la te r , th e  second building w est of th  ; 
M issouri rive r. I t  was here th a t the 
first flag raising  in Idaho was cele­
b ra ted , which was the  fou rth  event of 
th e  k ind  w est of th e  Rocky m ountains, 
and  i t  w as here th a t th e  first sermon 
w as preached in  th a t  v as t te rrito ry , 
th e  d istinction  belonging to  th e  M eth ­
od is t society. I t  w as a t  F o rt H all

w here Mrs. W hitm an and M rs. Spauld ­
ing, th e  first A m erican women to  
cross th e  con tinen t, w ere en terta ined  
two years la te r, and i t  w as here th a t 
more than  300,000 A m erican pioneers 
replenished th e ir scanty  stores to  en ­
able them  to  reach th e  Pacific .coast. 
Before its  fa ll in 1855, th e  fam e of 
th is  post had reached the  civilized coun­
tr ies  of the world, bu t today the h is ­
to ric  spot is deserted and fo rgo tten  and 
th e  only sound th a t d is tu rb s  the 
death-like quietude is th e  m oanful 
d irge of th e  desert w inds th a t  play 
in the  tree  tops o f the grove hard  by, 
th e  same grove in w hich Jason  Lee, 81 
years ago, in troduced th e  C hristian  
fa ith  to  the w ilds of the  Pacific no rth ­
west.

Favorite Feeding Ground
The story of F o rt H all, rep lete w ith 

in trigue, pathos, courage, hope and 
fa ilu re  of those who were p resent when 
i t  w as founded, is one of unm easured 
in te res t to  studen ts o f h isto ry  and a 
b rie f  n a rra tiv e  of its  most salien t fea ­
tu re s  may be not am iss. The fo r t was 
located a t  th e  northern  ex trem ity  o f a 
n a tu ra l meadow consisting of more 
thau  one hundred thousand acres of 
rich bottom land, formed, by the con­
fluence of the Snake and  P o rtneu f 
rivers. A large num ber o f b righ t 
spark ling  stream s, fed by a  countless 
num ber of pure cold springs, traverses 
th e  valley a t in tervals  of about th ree 
miles, all of which teem ed w ith  trou t 
and  beaver. I t  had been a favo rite  
feeding  ground during  the w in ter sea­
sons for deer, elk and  buffalo. The 
country  properly belonged to  the Sho­
shones or Snake Ind ians, b u t the 
dreaded B lackfeet w ere w ont to  swoop 
down- upon these bountifu l gam e fields 
and  the ubiquitous w anderings of th is 
pow erfu l trib e  is evidenced by th e ir 
nam e being given to  one of the p r in ­
cipal stream s of the locality .

A g rea t Ind ian  tra il from th e  south 
which crossed the  divide near M alad 
c ity  and followed down Bannock 
creek and up the  Snake riv e r on its  
w ay to  the headw aters of the  M issouri, 
in tersected  another of even g rea ter 
im portance near w here th e  fo r t was 
located. I t  was th e  la st m entioned 
tra il th a t Mr. W yeth and his p a rty  had 
followed fo r some 1200 miles and 
w hich a fte rw ards  became known as the 
Oregon tra il. From a commercial 
standpo in t th e  country was claim ed by 
the  H udson ’s Bay com pany, first u n ­
der the  command of A lexander Ross, 
then  P e te r Skene Ogden, Donald Mc­
K enzie and others. A t first th e ir tr a d ­
ing expeditions w ere fitted out a t  Spo­
kane House, located nine miles n o rth ­
w est of th e  presen t c ity  of Spokane, 
W ash., thence by w ay of F la thead  Post 
and the B itte r  Root valley, bu t M c­
K enzie established headquarters  a t  old 
F o rt W alla W alla and reached th e  te r ­
r ito ry  by w ay of the tra il  th a t  a f t e r ­
w ards constitu ted  the  Columbia river 
section o f the  O verland route, and still 
la te r  followed by the  O. 8. L. and  O. R. 
&  N. railw ays.

W yeth had been w est as fa r  as F o rt 
V ancouver tw o years before and had 
a ttem pted  to  establish him self “ in such 
branches of business as may be expedi­
e n t ,’ ’ bu t th e  loss of his vessel, the 
Su ltana, a t the  Society islands, which 
he lutd engaged to  b ring  out his goods 
by way of Cape H orn, caused th e  ex ­
pedition  to  end in disaster." A ccepting 
th e  hosp ita lity  o f th e  H udson ’s Bav 
com pany, he set out for the east by 
w ay of the Spoke ne House, F la thead , 
B itte r  Root and the P o rtneu f, thence 
by  w ay of the Yellowstone and M is­
souri rivers. W hile engaged in m ak ­
ing a  bull boat on th e  B ighorn river, 
near w here the  “ B u rlin g to n ”  now 
crosses th a t stream  north  of S heridan 
Wyo., he con tracted  w ith -M ilton Sub­
le tte , on the  p a r t of the Rocky M oun­
ta in  Fur com pany to b ring  out for th a t 
com pany the follow ing year $3000 
w orth of m erchandise. A fter passing 
F ort Union a t th e  mouth of the Yel­
lowstone he made the  rem aining  p a rt 
of th e  journey to  Independence in the 
com pany of only two Ind ian  lads, one 
a Nez Perce and th e  o ther, B ap tiste , a 
boy o f 13, son of F rancis  P ay e tte  and 
his F la thead  w ife. A t th a t tim e, 1833, 
th is  may be considered to  have been 
a  journey hazardous in the extrem e, 
th e  en tire  route being through a coun­
try  in fested  w ith hostile tribes.

T rad ing  Company O rganized
U ndaunted  by a complete fa ilu re  we 

find Mr. W yeth , a f te r  his arriv a l a t  
Cam bridge, ac tive ly  engaged in the 
form ation of w hat he term ed ‘ ‘ The Co­
lum bia R iver F ish ing  & T rading  com­
p an y ,”  organized for th e  purpose of 
tab lish ing  a  salmon fishery a t th e  
mouth of th e  W illam ette, which was 
to  be operated  in connection w ith a 
general fu r business through th e  in ­
te rio r. H is volum inous correspondence 
w hile a t  Cam bridge, published bv 
“ Sources of th e  H isto ry  o f O regon,”  
volume 1, p a rts  3 to  6, (1899) affords

an  in teres ting  study of the  man who 
brought th e  A m erican flag and th e  
P ro te s ta n t religion to  th e  s ta te  of 
Idaho. H is pack tra in  on th is  occas- 
sion carried  about 13,000 pounds of 
m erchandise, some o f which was p u r­
chased in the eastern  m arkets and 
shipped down th e  Ohio, the  balance 
being purchased a t  S t. Louis and sen t 
by boat to  Independence, Mo., from  
which place the  expedition s ta rted . 
H is pack anim als w ere purchased 
across th e  rive r a t  L iberty , and the  
expedition se t out on its  long journey 
on the m orning of A pril 28th, 1834.

In  addition  to  the land  ca ravan , M r. 
W eyth chartered  ano ther ship, th e  
M ay Dacre, to  go round by sea am i 
m eet him a t  the mouth of the W illiam- 
e tte  w ith  a cargo o f goods and m a ­
te ria l for the  salmon fishery. The a d ­
venturous sp irit of th is  en terp rising  
Y ankee seems to  have been thoroughly 
sustained  by the  a llu ring  prospects o f a 
g rea t success beyond th e  m ountains. 
He made g rea t haste  in order to  reach 
th e  Green rive r rendezvous ahead of 
W illiam  L. Sublette , a ve te ran  of the  
fu r trade , bu t in th is  he failed , a fac t 
which caused some disquietude in th e  
mind of Mr. W eyth, for fea r th a t 
w orthy com petitor m ight d is tu rb  his 
profitable con trac t w ith  the Rocky 
M ountain F u r company.

S afe Conduct fo r M issionaries 
The following le tte r  apperta in s  to  

th e  engagem ent to  fu rn ish  safe con­
duct to  the M ethodist m issionaries: 

N ew  Y ork, Feb. 15, 1834. 
Rev. Jason Lee, (B altim ore).

D ear S ir: I  have received your
favor of th e  11th inst., in answ er to  
which say th a t I  leave th is  c ity  to ­
morrow m orning and proceed d irec tly  
w est and  rem ain but five or six days 
a t S t. Louis. You w ill hear from me 
in S t. Louis by calling  on M essrs. 
V onPhull & McGill.

I th ink  I  received and answ ered a 
line from some one in w estern M a ss , 
but I  am not certain .

&c. &e. N. J . W.
R elative to his pack tra in  cargo the 

following le tte r  w ill throw  some ligh t: 
Louisville, M arch 4. 

Capt. Thing (L ouisville).
D ear S ir: You w ill find a t Mess.

Allisons & A ndersons 3 bbls Alsohol 
and 11 packages Tobacco, provided 
they  do not ship the same before you 
a rriv e  a t  th is  place in which case you 
will proceed d irec t to  S t. Louis.

I am &c. N. J .  W YETH.
A t S t. Louis, on M arch 31st he notes 

th e  arriv a l of N u tta ll, Townsend, and 
th e  m issionaries. A t Independence, on 
A pril 17th, he notes am ong other 
th ings th a t “ There are  none of the 
D ignataries w ith me as y e t and  if 
they  ‘ preach ’ much longer in th e  S tates 
they  w ill lose th e ir  pnssage for I will 
not w a it a  m inute for th e m .”

The following nota tion  in th e  journal 
of M r. W yeth, under da te  of Ju n e  1st, 
g ives us th e  first building of the f a ­
mous F o rt L aram ie, the first supply 
sta tion  on th e  Oregon Trail.

“ A t th e  crossing (L aram ie rive r) we 
found 15 o f S u b le tte ’s men camped 
for the  purpose of build ing  a fo rt, he 
having  gone on ahead w ith  his best uni 
mais and the residue of his goods 
he le ft abou t 14 loads.”

The ca ravan  arrived  a t  the Green 
rive r rendezvous, 12 miles above the 
mouth of Big Sandy on th e  19th of 
June , w here th e  first b it te r  disap­
poin tm ent aw aited  him . In  his jour 
nal he noted th e  following:

“ * .  » foun,i rendezvous 12 miles up 

and  much to  my astonishm ent the 
goods which I had con trac ted  to  bring 
up to  th e  Rocky M ountain F u r Go. 
w as refused  by those honorable gentle ­

m en .’ ’
M r. W yeth appears to  have been in 

a  bad humor as a result of the  tr e a t ­
m ent accorded him by the  Rocky 
M ountain F ur Co., which was then  com­
peting  w ith the  H udson ’s Bay company 
in the tra d e  betw een the Rocky moun­
ta in s  and the Snake rive r valley. It 
is reported by some w rite rs  th a t he 
made thin significant rem ark a t  the 
tim e: “ I w ill roll a stone in your gul­
den th a t you will have trouble in g e t­
tin g  o u t.”  He broke camp the next 
morning and moved over to  H am ’s 
Fork, a t  a poin t w here the town of 
G ranger now stands, a d istance of 23 
miles, where he encam ped for seven 
days. H ere he w rote tw elve letters, 
all of g rea t in teres t, bu t we will fo r­
bear noting  them  except a few re fe r­
ences p erta in ing  to  F ort Hall.

To Mr. E rm atinger, of the H udson 's 
Bay com pany, he w rote:

“  * * * I am now on my way to  meet 
a vessel th a t I  sen t from  Boston to 
the mouth o f the  Columbia and hope to 
be there by the first o f Septem ber. 
You have also enclosed a le tte r  from 
M r. P ay e tte , whose son is now w ith 
me. I  came up w ith goods and about 
50 men, 130 horses. The goods I  will

have to  leave fo r sale somewhere 
hereabouts w ith  p a r t of th e  men. I 
have got no B eaver and have sold bu t 
li ttle  and th a t fo r d ra f ts  which I hope 
a re  good.

“ I have again to  repeat to you the 
advice which I  before gave you not 
to  come w ith a small p a rty  to  th-> 
American Rendezvous. There are  here 
a g rea t collection o f scoundrels.

“ I have a g rea t desire to  see you 
and repay in p a r t fo r ail th e  kindness 
which I  received from  you la st yenr.

“ ya. obt. Sevt. and F riend
“ NATH. J .  W Y E T H .”

Route Followed by Emigrants
It may be s ta ted  th a t i t  w as through 

the courtesy of th e  H udson 's  Bay 
company, whose Snake rive r expedition 
Mr. W yeth accom panied from  Van 
couver to  Green rive r th e  yea r before, 
was in command o f M r. E rm atinger. 
This being the same tra d e r  who, in 
company w ith Joe  M eek, R obert N ew ­
ell and Caleb W ilkins, drove th e  first 
wagons from F o rt n a i l  to  th e  Colum­
bia river. This occurred in the fall 
of 1840, and the wagons, th ree in num ­
ber, had been abandoned or le ft a t 
F o rt Hall th a t year, and the li ttle  
company w as outfitted by M r. E rm a t­
inger, from 1838 to  1841, in commun 1 
o f F o rt H all fo r th e  H udson ’s Bay 
company. This journey  w as made to 
establish the  feasib ility  of ta k in g  w ag­
ons through to the Columbia, a ta sk  
considered by many as being  im pos­
sible a t th e  tim e, and the rou te these 
men traveled  w as followed by the 
A m erican em igrants until th e  O re­
gon T ra il fell in to  disuse more than  
30 years afterw ards.

In one of his le tte rs  from H am ’s 
F ork , M r. W yeth expressed his b it te r  
disappointm ent a t being unable to de­
liver his goods a t Green river, and 
th a t he needed the money to  pay his 
company and o ther expenses of the 
journey. He advised his friends to 
keep aw ay from the A m erican rendez­
vous as it  was composed o f m urderers 
and th ieves and  th a t  crim e o f every 
na tu re  w as ram pan t. H is men w ere 
w illing to  tak e  goods, how ever, a t  a 
profit of 500 per cent over originnl 
cost and he settled  w ith them  w ith 
no difficulty. As to  his fu tu re  he 
said:

“ I shall proceed about 150 miles 
west o f th is  and establish a fo rt in 
order to  m ake sale of the goods which 
rem ain on my hands. 1 have sent out 
messengers to  th e  r’aw nacks, Sho­
shones, Snakes, Nez Perces and F lat- 
heads to  make robes and come and 
trad e  them  a t th is post. * * * ”

H e w rote cordial le tte rs  to  F rancis 
P ay e tte , C aptain  Bonneville, who was 
then in th e  Benr R iver country  and 
whose acquain tance he had made the 
previous year, and sen t his k indly  
regards to  Dr. M cLoughlin, a t  F ort 
V ancouver. Though in com petition 
w ith  th a t  g rea t corporation , he- ap ­
pears to  have been on term s of friend ­
ly in tim acy  w ith all its  officers. Un 
Ju n e  27 he broke camp again and 
moved up the tra il in the d irection of 
Bear riv e r. Ju ly  4, found the caravan  
encam ped a t the fo rks of the M uddy, 
a t a  poin t where the town of N ugget 
now stands, and the following en try  in 
his journel ind icates th a t they  ce leb ra t­
ed th e  day, bu t doubtless, in a m anner 
much to  the  disgust of the  m issionar­

ies.
“ I  gave the men too much alcohol 

and took a p re tty  h ea rty  spree m y­
self. A t th e  camp we found Mr. Gerry 
and M r. W alker, who w ere re tu rn ing  
to S t. Louis w ith  the fu rs  collected 
by M r. B onnev ille’s com pany, about 
10 packs and men going down, to  
whom th e re  is due $10,000.

The m ountain  value o f a pack of 
beaver, about 90 pounds to  the pack, 
w as $500. Ju ly  6 the caravan camped 
on th e  ground now occupied by the 
C ity of M ontpelier, on Ju ly  8 a t Soda 
Springs, and on the 10th they over­
took th e  Bonneville party  on the up ­
per w ate rs  of the Black foot. A ctu a t­
ed' by a fee ling  o f selfishness, a sp irit 
th a t am ounts alm ost to a tra it  w ith 
the -American people, the. doughty cap ­
ta in  w as p u ttin g  forth  his utm ost 
energy to  escape his Y ankee compeer, 
and, doubtless would have succeeded 
had it not been for a social call th a t 
the nesto r o f the fur trade . M i. 
Thom as M cK ay, saw fit to  make his 
encam pm ent on the B lackfoot.

T rad ing  Expedition  A ppears
The cap ta in , w ith about 23 men, was 

encamped for the purpose of tak ing  a 
supply of buffalo, when a scout a n ­
nounced th a t W yeth was approaching 
from th e  Bear river. Their load of 
meat being too heavy to adm it of rapid 
trav e l, the captain  determ ined to  
cache his baggage so he m ight be 
ab le  to  elude the unwelcome coun try ­
men until he could have an oppor- 
tu n itv  to  cither kill or drive all the

buffalo out o f th e ir  fav o rite  feeding 
grounds on the  upper B lackfoot, such 
being bis so lic itude fo r a fellow tra v ­
eler in the w ilderness. W hile thus  en­
gaged a  pack tra in  w as seen filing 
over the  d iv ide from th e  direction of 
the headw aters o f the P o rtneu f. I t 
proved to  be a tra d in g  expedition of 
th e  H udson ’s Bay com pany under the 
com mand of Thom as M cK ay, who en ­
cam ped a t no g rea t distance. Now the 
cap ta in  was on his w ay to  th e  Co­
lum bia, a coun try  under the  dom ina­
tion of th a t com pany, so he im m e­
dia tely  forgot th e  object o f his wiles 
and conjured in his mind a scheme to 
cu ltiv a te  the  friendship  of th e  sw arthy  
brigade com m ander, one of the most 
fam ous men of his day. H ere followed 
the ce lebrated  debauch, on a bevevnge 
brew ed from honey and alcohol ns de­
lineated  by W ashington Trving in his 
‘ ‘ Bonneville ’s A dventures. ’ ’

Before the  fea st w as fa ir ly  opened, 
M r. W yeth, fa r  in advance o f his 
com pany, rode up and th e  cap ta in  met 
lii’ii in a friend ly  and courteous m an­
ner. He acquain ted  his unwelcome 
guest w ith the news of the m ountains 
and obtained  from Air. W yeth an ac­
count of events in th e  east, a f te r  
which they  parted . The following day 
the  cap tain , in his search for th e  b u f­
falo , was unable to  reach his own 
camp and w as compelled, therefo re, to 
accept th e  hosp ita lity  of Air. W yeth. 
The following day a fea rfu l havoc 
w as w rought in  the  buffalo herds of 
th e  B lackfoot, in which all hands of 
both expeditions took part. Captain 
Bonneville then  hastened on his .jour­
ney, leaving  W yeth to ga th er up w hat 
m eat he could care for and pursue hi-i 
jou rney  in a more leisurely  m anner 
and in com pany w ith the sorrow ful 
tra d e r, AIcKnv, now suffering from 
the effects o f th e  c a p ta in ’s compound 
o f honey and alcohol.

A tcKay w as in no mood for rapid 
travel, however, and fell behind, so it  
w as the caravan  of Air. W yeth th a t 
ha lted  on th e  bank of the Snake on 
M onday, Ju ly  th e  13th, and fished in 
the crysta l w ate rs  of P o rtn eu f b o t­
toms, as noted in th e  beginning of 
th is  n a rra tiv e . On th e  evening of the 
14th, the  calvacade moved down to 
the site  o f th e  fo r t and again en ­
camped where they  rem ained for 23 
days, during  which tim e the  fo r t was 
constructed . I t  w as made of d r if t 
logs taken  from the river, and co t­
tonwood tim ber from the grove near 
by, and when com pleted, it  presented 
a very form idable appearance, 120x150 
fee t on th e  ground, w ith a stockade 
about 16 fee t high which form ed the 
outer walls of the quarters , and two 
bastions on top so arranged th a t the 
guns would sweep either side in case 
of an a ttac k .

W hile th e  work was in progress the 
sc ien tists  and m issionaries availed 
them selves of the  opportun ity  to  rest 
and enjoy the novelty  o f th e  situa tion . 
AlcKav had, in the m eantim e, fully r e ­
covered from th e  effects o f “  a swarm 
of bees in his h ea d ”  and encamped 
w ith the party  of Mr. W yeth, in order, 
doubtless, to  observe opera tions and be 
in position to report to  his superior 
officers a t  F o rt V ancouver. W ith his 
party  the re were now a t F ort Hall 
nearly  one hundred persons and more 
than  two hundred and fifty jaded  
horses regaling  them selves on th e  suc­
culent grass of the bottom  lands. On 
Sunday afternoon , Ju ly  26th, 1834, Mr. 
W yeth inv ited  Rev. Jason  Lee to 
conduct religious services.

F irs t  Religious rs rv tce s
W ithout the least prem onition of 

th e  fac t th a t th is  was to  lie th e  first 
sermon in a fu tu re  s ta te , or of th ree 
s ta tes  for th a t m a tte r, and ap p a ren t­
ly  w ithout any  though t of th e  h is ­
toric significance of th e  event, p re ­
parations w ere made to  hold the  serv ­
ices in th e  grove of cottonw ood trees, 
which grew w ith in  a few fee t of the 
west wall of the  fo rt. By 8 o ’clock 
in the afternoon all was in readiness. 
The French and half-breeds of the 
H udson’s Bay com pany p arty  spoke 
English, as did all the W yeth party , so 
the services w ere conducted for the 
w hites only. The en tire  com pany had 
assembled before the appearance of 
the m issionaries.

.Mr. Lee w as a ta ll man but ra ther 
spare and inclined to stoop. He wore 
a fu ll beard of light brown color and 
over a high forehead he reached high 
a  heavy grow th of ra ther d arke r shade 
o f hair. He possessed large, blue eyes, 
and his k indly  expression denoted deep 
and earnest thought. His lungs w ere 
tubercu la r to a degree w hich, to some 
ex ten t a t least, affected his voice, g iv ­
ing it a strong ye t ra th er a g ra tin g  
sound. H e wore th e  regulation  m in is­
te ria l garb  and was assisted  in the ser­
vices by the  th ree o ther inemliers of 
his party . S tand ing  under th e  shade of 
the trees, his congregation reclining in

every conceivable a t t i tu d e  before him, 
th e  b reak ing  w aves o f a  g rea t r ive r a t  
his back, and in  the  m idst o f a tra c k ­
less desert, he delivered a Message from 
C alvary— nineteen cen tu ries in its  com­
ing. The bacchanalian orgies over b u f­
falo hump and “ honeydrips”  which ho 
had recently  w itnessed doubtless in ­
spired the te x t from 1 Cor.: x, .31:

“ W hether, therefo re, we eat or drink  
or w hatsoever ye do, <lo all to  the 
glory  o f G od.”

L et ns indulge the  hope th a t some 
day a m arble sh a ft w ill m ark the spot 
w here the  message arrived , and the 
words them selves, ehisled deep in to  its  
g ran ite  base, be a fitting  tr ib u te  to  the 
man of God who bore it.

A fter services the assem blage rep a ir ­
ed to  the race track  to  w itness a horse 
race by tw o of M cK ay 's  men. One of 
the riders, a Frenchm an by the name of 
K anseau, w as throw n from his horse 
and killed. Of th is Air. Lee w rote:

“ The next day, Alonday, Mr. AIcKay 
asked me to  conduct a funeral serv ­
ice. I a ttended  a t 12 o ’clock, rend the 
90 Psalm , prayed, and then w ent to  
th e  g rave, where I read a  p a r t o f the 
fifteenth chap ter of F irs t C orinthians, 
and also rend the buria l service as 
found in our D iscip line.”

Air. W yeth noted the event ns fol­
lows:

“ On the 26th a F renchm an named 
K anseau was killed horse rac ing  and 
on the  27th was buried near the fort. 
He belonged to Air. A IcK ny’s party  and 
his com rades erected a decent tom b 
for him. Services for him was per 
form ed by the C anadians in the C ath­
olic form, by Mr. Lee in the P ro tes t­
an t formnnd by the Ind ians in the ir 
form as lie had an Indian  fam ily, lie 
a t  least was well b u rie d .”

Jou rney  W as Resumed
On Thursday following Air. AIcKay 

resumed his journey  tow ards F ort 
W alla W alla, then th e  base of opera­
tions in the Snake country, the m is­
sionaries jo in ing  his expedition. Mr. 
M cK ay presented Air. Lee w ith two 
fine saddle horses, much to  the  delight 
of the  la tte r  and sa tisfac tion  to  the  
form er. Thom as M cKay, when our 
people shall have aw akened to  the un ­
measured in te res t in pioneer history, 
w ill occupy a unique position. As the 
agent, for the H udson 's  Bay company, 
he had the d istinction  o f escorting  the 
first M ethodist, th e  first P resby terians, 
and the  first American women, and as ­
sisting  the first Catholics to  establish 
in old Oregon. As a French lialf-brced 
and a Catholic, he supported the A m eri­
cans in the  occupation o f the country, 
fought w ith  them  in th e  Indian  wars, 
and was a  friend  and supporter of all 
religious sects.

August 6, Air. W yeth made the fo l­
low ing en try  in his journal:

“ H av ing  done so much as w as re ­
qu isite  for safe ty  to  the fo rt and 
drank a bale o f liquor and named i t  
F o rt Hall in honor of the oldest mem­
ber o f our concern (H enry  Hall of 
Boston) we le f t it  and w ith  i t  Mr. 
E vans in charge of 11 men and 14 
horses and mules and th ree cow s.”

W riting to  his uncle on Oct. 6 from 
the Columbia river he gives us a bet 
te r  account in the following:

“ Since mine of Ju n e  21 from Hum » 
Fork I have, as I then proposed, built 
a fo r t on Snake or Lewis river, which 
I nam ed F ort H all, from the oldest 
gentlem an in the concern. We m anu­
fac tu red  a magnificent flag from »some 
unbleached sheeting, a little  red flan­
nel and a  few  t i n e  patches, saluted it 
w ith dam aged pow der and wet it  in 
villainous alcohol, and a f te r  all, T do 
assure you, it makes a  very respect­
able appearance amid the dry and de­
solate regions of cen tra l America. Its  
bastions stand a te rro r to the scnlk- 
ing Ind ians and a beacon of safety  to  
the fug itive  hun ter. I t is manned by 
12 men and has constan tly  loaded in 
the bastions 190 guns and rifles. These 
bastions command both inside and 
outside of the fo rt. * * *

The second d isappointm ent aw aited  
Air. W yeth at F o rt V ancouver which 
place he reached on Sept. 14. H ere he 
met Dr. John M cLoughlin, ch ief fa c t­
or, of whom he speaks in these words:

“ He has here power and uses it as 
a man should to  m ake those about 
him and those who com« in contact 
w ith him com fortable and happy*.

The following morning he proceeded 
down th e  rive r in a canoe and met his 
brig , the  May D acre. She had been 
struck by lightn ing  and delayed so long 
m aking repairs th a t salmon operations 
for th a t year had to  be suspended. I» 
fact the en tire  pro ject w as one d isap ­
pointm ent a f te r  ano ther and, finally all 
had  to  be abandoned. W riting  to  his 
b ro ther Charles, under da te  of Sept. 22, 

1835, he said :
“ I am too busy and too unwell to  

w rite  much even to  you. I t  sometime»

(Concluded next w eek.)


