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WHAD I< M1 '\
{From the Mineral World |

What in miea? Who kpows., One
gentleman said he. tnought it grew on
trees in Central America.  Another
kuew better. ' Mica," said he ** in isin-

glass, and any fonl knows what that is,
My mother used to u @ it in making soup
when [ was s boy. Tt was good soup,
too.” The fact is that mioa has about as
much relationship to isinglass as old
Pulomius' camel bad toa cloud, which
was also “very like s whale.” Micais
one of the most singular and heantiful
minerals that ever came out of Nature's
laboratory, Isinglass is &n animal sub.
stance mannfactured from a marine fish,
and is used fur culinary purpases.

The mioeralogists say that *‘mica is
compose of silica 46.3, aluminum 36.8,
potash 8.2, peroxile of irom 4.5, flouric

scid 07. water 1.§. Before the blow
pipe infusible, lLut becomes opague
white.”

Many and many a year ago, before
Americus Vespucciua stole the honors of
Columbes, there were mica minersio
North Carolina.  Industrions fellows
they were, too, considering the inferior
copper and stone tools they used, for the
evideuces of their hard and patient toil
were found deep down in the North Car-
olina mica mines by the first white ex-
plorers of that country. So thers was
pre-historic mica. What did these an.
cient worthies do with it? Quin Sabe?
Stone arrow-heads and axes are found
everywhere, but what became of the mica
taken out of the North'Carolina mines a
thousand years ago? As well ask for
Muntezama's genealogica] tree.

In whata merry mood must Mother
Nature have been when she made mica.
The sun was certainly shining and the
day was bright, and Phebus! how hot it
must have been. The granite recks per
spired. These laminz or layers into
which you can split a piece of mica until
you get tired, were the ruccessive de-
p rit+ made between each panting breath
of the sweltering world. Go into a mica
mine, an open cut into which the sun-
light penetrates, and behold with won-
dr, aweand admiration the glittering
glorien that stud the walls. Aladdan's
lamp never cast its rays on greater efful-
grnce or more resplendent and dazzling
brilliance. All the delicate tints and
hues that magician ever dreamed of are
there, and there they have lain hidden
fog how wany milliine of years. impris.
oned light, in great hlocks, in wide sheets,
hidl away under quartzand spar, between
hanging wall and foot wall, as though
nature had built & special prison hounse
to fasten down her jewuls. One need: to
be an expert professional burglar, speci-
ally trained as a cracksman of Nature's
safes, tir penetrate, intn these donble-
locked and bolted penetralia.

Until within a few years the modern
world did not know what to do with
mica. The time is here when it seemn
pusaled to know what to do without it.
There is & mica famine in the land—in
Kurope as well as our own country, The
great atove manufacturers are coryin:
" Give, Give,"” but the mica mines won't
give, save gradgingly, Last year there
was leas than 80,000 pounds of mica pro-
duced in the United Btate. Ten times
that amount could be sold to-day. It is
safe to say that in a dozen different citica
of our country one hundred tons of mica
could be sold as soon ma delivered, for
cash, at prices ranging from three to ten
dollars per pound.

It is reported that a firm in Paris has
patented an invention for the instunta-
naous formation of steam, »o that it can be
usedd gt once in the cvlinder of the en-
gine. A pump sends the required quan-
tity of water between two plate surfaces,
thhlehian heated, and MF;‘T:I Hwhwh

ere is anl liary » e liquid,
apreading I;gp: thin Inyer, onpo?u .

tes
mlhn!!v without going into the so-called
:E. state, and the steam acts in
?llmrlrr s fresh formed steam, The

speed of the pump is regulsted by tha
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HOW HE 'llﬂﬂ"lliﬂ“ HIS WIFH.

He eame home with o serious face.
She, who was all love and smiles, saw in
an in tant that something was the natter,
He torned bis face away when she at
tampted to plant the warm kiss of grost
ing on lis lips, Her soul sank within
her, It was the first time that he had
repulsed her, **George,” slie snid eagerly,
“tell me what it is. Has your love
grown cold? Treat me frankly, It is
better to know the truth than to be kept
in suspevse.”  Ho kept bis head averted
s minute. His lip trembled. Then he
said: **Oh! heavens! Florence, how can
you wear that mask of deceit when I
know all " ** All'" she repeated, as her
face grew white, *‘all what?" *S3pare
me the sad recital,” ke coutinaed, ** there
are some things that are betcer left un-
maid.”  “Twill notspare vou, [ insist
upon knowing what it is you mean.
Tell me, and at ones. Some porjarel
villain has abused voar mind.” * Alaw
no!" he said, ** [ was an eye-witness of it
all. Do wot add deceit to your other
crimes, T was thereand sawit,” "“Suw

what®" she cried. *What have you
#¢en?  Are you mad ¥ ** Calmn yonrse!f,
madam. [ saw you—vyou, the wife of

my bosom—when you did not think my
eye was on you, You were on Broad.
way, mingling with the giddy throng.
He was hurrying on. Yoo beckoned to
him. You made telegraphic signs until
you attracted his attentin™ “ Merciful
powers!” she gasped. ** Yousee, [ know
all,” he continsed. *‘You did this on
the public street. At first be wonll
have gone on and disregarded you, bat
you were importunate. Yoo cwoght his
eye and beckoned, He smiled, and you
went down the thoronghfare together.”
**'Tin false. As false as ——" * Madam,
it is too true; I tell you Isaw it. Let
us have mo nonsense about it.” Then
she sank upon theeofs. Again he turned
his manly head to hide his emotion. The
dismond tears began to come through
her fingers, Helplessness, indignation
and shame were struggling together in
her soul. Suddenly she luoked up.
** Perhaps, sir, you will tell me who he
is?  ““Certainly,” replied the brate.
* He was the driver of a Madison avenne
omnibus.” Then he went suddenly out
of the door asif fearful that oneof the
statues would fly after him. And she
dried her tears and said somebody was a
fool. She wasright, only she got the
persen wrong.

ACTION OF AR HEART,

As with each atroke the heart projects
<omething like six ounces of blood into
the conduits of the system, andas it does
s0 some seventy times a minute, and
4,200 times an honr, this implies that it
does the =ame thing 100,800 times in
twenty-four hours, 30,000,000 times a
year, and more than 2 500,000,000 times
in a life of seventy years. The mechan-
ical force that i1 exerted at each strike
amounts to a pressure of thirteen pmnds
upon the entire charge of blood that ha«
to be pressed onwand through the branch-
ing network of vessels, According fo the
lowest estimate that has been made, this
gives an exertion of force that wouall be
ndequate, in another form of applicatiim,
to lift 120 tons one foot high every twen-
ty-four hours. Yet the pieceof living
mechanisin that is called npon to do this,
and do it without a pause for threescore
years and ten without being iteell warn
ot by the effort, is a small bundle of
flesh that rarely weighs more than eleven
sunces, It is in the natureof the case,
also, it must be remembered, that this
little v.tal machine cannot beat any time
stopped for repair. If it geta out of

srder it must be set right as it runs. To
stop the beating of the heart for more
than the hriefest interval wonlid be change
lifa into death. The oarrative of what
medical science has dine to penetrate into
the secrets of this delicate force-pump, sn
jealonaly guarded from the intrusion of
the eye that it cannot even be losked into
until its action has ceased, is, neverthe-
less, a long history of wonders, By
means of a apygmograp—a writing style
attached tothe wrist by a system of
levers and springs—the pulse is mado to
record sctual sutographs of cardine and
vagculsr derangement,—[Edioburgh Re:
view.

It has bnn discovered that it is one of
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