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DPON'T TRUSE 1T, {

Be-suse the weather is mild and the sir
balmy we cannol couwnt om being rid of
rheamatiam  OF neuralgia, The very sud-
den changes of temperatare or exposure to
drsughts are both likely to inerease rather
than diminish both complaints. For this
reason it is wise st this srason to be weil
prepared for sudden attachs, aud to have
ready what is known as the best remedy
for all visitations of aches or pains. All
well regulsted housebolds ought to have a
nook « ¢ corper for & bottie of 8t Jacobs |
0il. There are other reasons also why this
master-cure shou!d be kept at  and; rhen-
matism and neurnlgia are chronic, acu’e or
inflammstory, but to whatever degree of |
gutfering they may come, the old reliable |
cure 18 the best for trealment and the surest
1o give prermauent relief.

ON THE ORINOCO.

rfwo Young Men Will Hont Along the
Great River,

Christinn and Andrew Christiansen,
two young men of Norwegian birth,
are building o steam launch st Brown's
ghipyard, Tottenville, N. Y., with
which they intend to spend the next
year or two huuting ou the upper Ori-
1OCO.

The boat is being boilt with the prof-
its of previous expeditions. The Chris-
tinnsens hunt for business and not for
pleasure. Their spoils are principally
alligutor hides, thoogh the valoe of the |
season's bunt is often more than half of |
it in the plumes and feathers they have
collected by 1he way while alligator
bunting. |

Parrots, parrakeets and monkeya fill
gut the list. It is the present intention
of the brothers to sail from New York
on the first West Indian steamer that
jeaves in the second week of May. Their
luunch La Fasosa will go with them,
with its deckhouse und all easily detach-
able parts ‘‘knocked down,' to be set
up on their arrival at Trinidad, whence
they start on their long jouwrney into
Venezuela

Took the Deormat. '

Jolin O'Brien was hold for trial in a |
New York police court recently charged
with stealing a doormat from the resi-
dence of Civil Justice Roesch.  Across
the top of the mat, which lay on the
front doorstep, was the word " Wel-

come." O'Brien wulked up the steps

ostensibly to ask for alms, and after

gazing at the mut be took it sway with |

him without ringing the bell

HERE AND THERE.

Alabama's coal, coke and iron out-

puts for 1806 were the greatest in its | brought you here?

history.

Italy broke its record of emigration | pygee

in 1896, the number of persons leaving
the country being 406,004,

Paris wuseumns ave to be kept open
for an hour longer each day in winter
and an hoor and a half in sommer.

The Muassuchusotts legislature has re-

fused to entertain the bill to prohibit |

the exhibitions of pictorial reproduc-
tions of prizefights,

A Paris doctor has discovered the
microbe that makes bald heads.

Trained bears, huving been declared

to be ferm uatorme by the court of |

queen's benoh, muy be treated cruelly
in England with impunity, Bo the 8, P.
. A. cunnot interfere.

COLUMBUS BUGGY CO'S VEHICLEN,

Belling at about the sswe price us yom |

pay for inferior makes. Also a large stock

of harness, whips, robes and bicycles a1 less |

than cost. Big stock 10 select trom.
A.G. & J. Q GLENN,

Manufncturers' Agents,

215 Market 8t., San Francisco, Cal. |

¢ Tlow do you stand on the fnuwelnl gques-
tont" i think 1 shall stand st Al least,
wien I went 1o the bank I was teld | eould not
draw."

Drop us aline if you can’t
get Schilling's Best of your
grocer, or if you don't like
it and can't get your money
back.

A Schilling & Company
San Francisco LN

uch Knife!

The use of the surgeon’s knife is be-
coming so general, resulting fatally
in such a large number of cases, as o
occasion generalalarm.

Mr. Willlam Walpole, of Walslitown,
Soutlh Dakota, writes; “"About
thrce years ago, there came under
my lefteye a bittle blotch about the
size of a small pea.

shooting pains ran
in cvery direction,
I became alarmed
and consulted a

doctor, who
prononnced it can-
cer, and said that it
¥ must be cut oul.
This T would not
consent to, having
little faith in the
lndiscriminate use of the knife. Read-
ing of the many cures made by S. 8.
8., I determined (o give that medicine
a trial, and after I had taken it a few
days, the cancer became irritated npd
began todischarge. Thisafter awhile
ceased, leaving a small scab, which
finally dropped off, and only a Licalthy
littie scar remained to mark the place
where thedestroyer had held full sway.

A Real Blood Remedy.

Cancer s in the blood and it is folly
toexpect an operation tocure it. 8.8.,5.
(puaranteed purcly vegetable)is a real
remedy for

every
diseaseof Lhe blood.
Books mailed free;
address Swift Bpe-
cific Co., Atlanta,
Ga.

-oﬁ.& for our No. @ Cltllnno_-ol

Vehicles and Harness.
Lowest Prices. HOOKER & 00,
16-18 Drumm 8t., San Franclsco, Oal.

UPTURE and PILES cured; no pay
until cured; send for
& PORTRERFIELD,

book. Drs M ANsFIELD
#38 Market St., San Franoisco.

| eame In o few minutes ago and 1 sup-

| of harmony.—Boston Transcript.

| what?

It grew rapidly,and |

OUR BUDGET OF FUN.

HUMOROUS SAYINGS AND DO-
INGS HERE AND THERE

Jokes and Jokelets that Are Bapposed
to Have Been Recsntly Born—Sayings
and Dolugs that Are Odd, Curious and
Laughable—The Week’s Humeor.

Juast It

Lightlove—At last, Sophla, we are
alone and I ean tell you that I lo——

Bophia—Oh, please no—Mr. Light-
love, don't tell me here,

Lightlove—~Why not?
witnesses.

Sophia—That's just it!—Chips,

Obliging.

“Madam” sald Meanderirg
“hev ye got any cold coffee?”

“No,” replled young Mrs, Torkins, In
a toue of sympathy, “but yoa walt a
few minutes and I'll put some on the
refrigerator and cool It for youw"-—
Washington Star.

A Modest Bequest,

There are no

Mike,

The Small Boy—Let's ‘ave n go at it
when you're sick, Alf.—Ally Sloper.

Harmony.

Alr. Mann—For were;’s sake, what
are the children quarrellog nhout in the
pext room?

Mrs. Mann—Thelr

musie teacker

pose they are now engaged in the study

Too Much for His Income.
Kindly Indlvidual (going through
prison)—My good mnan, tell me what

Embegzler—1 tried to keep a bicyele
In repalr on a small salary.—Up-to-

Lots of Room,
Nonle—0Oh, you ought to sea our new
flat.
Laura—Have yon a nice janitor, or

Nonie—No, but we can get our wheels
inside without taking them to pleces.—
Pittsburg News,

Inconsimtency.
He—Edward is very loconsistent.
Blie—Why so?

He—He refuses to mind his w'fe, yet
be winds the baby —New York Thies.

Disgnined,

Follett—1 think I saw Mrs, Dart on
the cur yesterday evening when I was
coming howe, hut 1 was not guite sure
that It was she.

Golden—Thnt's strange. 1 thought
you had known her by sight for a long
| thme.

Follett—1 have, but what made me
doubtful was the fact that she wasn't
saying a wordl.—Cleveland Plnindealer,

Definition,

“Falth,” sald the little boy, after o
week's stndy, “faith is belleving some-
thing that you know can't be {rue.” —
| Indianapolls Journal,

A Persuasive Advocate.
Magistrate Blmms—What I8
plea, guilty or not gulliy?
Prizotier—Your honor, I fully intend-
ed to plead gullty, but since T have had
a tilk with my counsel 1 nm convineed
that 1 am innocent; so 1 plead not guil-
ty.—~New York World

your

Just According,
“How far will a crow fly In a day,
| Eph¥*
“"Cording to how
| dey I8 on de route,
Free Press.

many co'nflields
boss."—Detroit

| Maoking Him Mad,

|  “Bay, boy, what did you kick that
dog for?

“He's mad.”

“No, be tsn't mad, either."”

“Well, If anyone should kick me 1'd
be mad"—Truth.

A Narrow HEecape,

l “1 passed you on der schireet yester-
day, already.”

“Vy didu’t you schpeak to me?"

“1 didn't know it vas you"—New
York World.

The Active Fighters,
Hojack—Have you heard of the war

in the Steenth Preshyterian Churel?

| Homblk—No; what has the cholr
been doing this time?—Loulsville Cour-

. fer-Jonrnal,
| Ehould He Expelled,
| Algy—1 always sald that George Gll-
| ders was crazy, and now he's proved
| that 1 was right.
|

Freddie—How's that?
Algy—Why, you koow he married
Horatlo Milyun's only daughter, but in
spite of that fact he Is holding onto
his old job and working for a llving.—
Cleveland Leader.

Willing to Have Him Stammer.,
Mra. Dewtell—1sn't 18 too bad that
your bhusband stammers o dreadfully?
Mrs. Tock—Not at all. T find it an ad-
yantage In our little disputes, because
he realizes the hopelessness of ever
getting the last word and gives up at
once.~New York Tribune.

A Oood Ward for johany,
Mamma—8h Johnny! You must oot
Interrupt papa In the wilddle of a sen.
tence,

Papa—He doesu't,
get as far as that.

He never lets me
New York Trimine

In the Bame Fix
Willie Slimson—1 put a pin In the
teacher’s chalr this morning and he
was wild .
Bobby Bmitem—Well he won't sit
down In such a burry agaln,
Willie Sllmson—No; neither will 1.—
Tid-Bits,

Time on His Hands.

“I pever heand 3 more profonnd lee.
fure on flunance and bow to get rich
thau that was last night, How cap such
A man afford to waste his time on the
platform ™

“He was a wholesale tea merchant
and ‘busted.’ "—Detroit Free Press,

Heartices.
Willie—1 told her my love
great that my braic was on fire.
Charlie—What did she say to that?
Willle—Told me 1 had better blow it
out.—Yale Record.

wns 8o

A Poacr.
She—What Is the subject, Mr. Paint.
er?
He—A sunrise on the Paclfic.
She—1 dldn't know the sun ever rose
In the west!—New York Times,

What She Sald,
“What did she say when you ventur-
ed to kiss her®

“She sald 'Stop right where you
are. "—Indianapolis Journal
Hot Bhot.
Yisitor ifrom Boston)—So thenters

are open on Sunday bere in Chleago?
Chicagoan—Yes; they are patronized
by nearly all the visitors In the clty.—~
New York Tribune,

Sympathy.
Cadaver (six foot and lanky)—Yes,
Johunle, when 1 was a yonng man |
had to make my own Hving.
Johnunie—FPoor papa, An' is zat why
‘oor 50 thin?—Plttsburg Dally News,

Unkind.
He—There I8 only one time wlen o
womnan doesn't exaggerte,
She—When |s that?
“When she spenks of her age.”"—New
York Times,

Silent Watches,
Gladys—What are “the sileat watch
es of the nlght,” Ethel?

Ethel—1 don't know unless 1t's those
they've forgotten to wind up.—Pick
Me-Up.

Yen, She Had.
He—Dearest, have you any lden how
much I love you?
She—You ddon't suppose I'd have
conxed you for thnt ring if I dida't, do
you?—Boston Transcript,

A lll.-_ll_l-!;ner.

2

Unele Rastus—Dey used ter be purty
skeery down In de Tubbs neighbor
hood, but 1 ‘clar ter goodness 1 neber
goen 'em roos’ ser high as dat before!
—Up to Date,

Not Boasting,
Spanish General—llow many
did we rout in the Inst victory?
Typewriter—SIx, sir.
General—Ah! we will not boast, so
put It down as twelve—Pittsburg
"News.

men

Very Useful,
“This book on swimming 18 very use
ful in sudden cmergencies.”
“Is 1t
“] ghould egay =0, If you are drown.
ing turn to page 108 and there you'll
gep how to save yourself- Tit-Bits.

Could Be Accommodated There,
Deacon Goodmuu—Our minister, If
he had selected his proper field of la.
bor, ought to have been a wissiouary to
the SBouth Sea Islnnds,
Mrs. Goodman—Why Jdo you think
g0t
Deacon Goodman—Because he 1s so
fond of getting Into a stew.—New York
Tribune,
Neceswary.
The tightrope walker who essiys
To teach beginners ought
To bear In mind this glmple fact—
The rope must first be wnt,
—~Momphis Scimitar,

tUp~to-ate,
Dr. Ollime—How 15 it, Dr. Newly,
that you are so awfully busy?
Dr, Newly—1 muke bicycle accldents
a specialty. —New York Tribune,

Never Saw loe Before,

One of the Muulest sights 1 ever saw
was a Bouth Ben Islander with his first
chunk of lee, remarked the eapinin of
a trading schooner. 1 was lying at
anchor at oue of the Nuvigator islands
once when some patives enme aboand.
It was an awfolly bhot day, and 1 had
been getting some Ice up from below,
The natives looked at it curlously, so |
handed one & chunk. The moment it
tonched bis hamd he dropped It like
hot shot and looked st his palus 1o see
if they were burned. After a deal of
jnbbering they all sat aroum! It and
watched It as It melted, They couldn’t
nnderstand it, at all, and when there
wias nothing left but a wet spot on the
deck they sat aronnd it and discussed
the phenomen, 1 put a plece of lce In
my mwouth amd then gave them sonwe.

other, put the tips of thelr tongues ou
It gingerly and finally ate the chunk,
1t was a source of great womder 1o
them.
Cnid Pro Quo,

The Junior Pariner—Did  you see
Grinder about extonding that note?

The Senlor Partoer—Yes. He sald he
was willing to extend the time I we
would extend the size.—~Clocipoat
Tribune,

They shifted it from one hand to the

well brought-up boy learns at a | been settled with due exactness. The
An-r;- ecarly age that praectieal | Junior Subaltern had been an uncon-
jukt‘i Are
Bometimes he learns it at his mother's |
knee, sometimes on his father's—(ace

dangerous

down., Otherwise he recelves physical
domounstration from a8 Dbigger boy.
From which It would appear that the
youngsters gazetted to the lrrepressi-
bles were not well brought up. At all
svents, they bad the reputation of be-
Ing the most rowdy erew ln the army
list. Now, in India, a réeputation is only
gnined by belng deserved. Aud It was
in a hill-station thiat the subelterns of
the Irrepressibles reached the loftiest
pinnacie of their folly. The nffair was
hushed up afterward, for the honor of
the rogiment, s such things should be,

The rrepressibles were unlucky In
thelr quarters that year. They were
fixed on the plalns at o time when there
wis nothing 1o do, no gnme, no soclety,
no anything. In a case llke that they
were thrown back on themselves, and
the result was nnfortunate, Men's tem-
pers began to give wiy under the strain,
and, from the commanding officer
down to the smallest boy capable of
beating o drum, there was not one who
did not curse the hour he was born at
Jonst seven tlwes a day.

The trouble came, It all arose out of
the Junior Subaltern going out fishing
one day, or out of the fact that he
cnught nothing. Coming back, how-
ever, he must needs rMn Across a cobra,
which, with his usyal foolhardiness,
he duly forked and transferred allve
and wrizgling Into his creel.  Thence,
on arrival at quarters, it was removed
to a perforated box and tenderly fed. |

Two of the subalterns began to de-
velop o most astonishing degree of ha-
tred the one for the other, They were
two men sufficlently alike In character
nnd capabilities to be elther the firmest
of friends or the bitterest of enemies,
As 0 matter of cholee they were the
lntter. Jealousy wus at the bottom of
the trouble, no doubt. In the natural
order of things, this little feeling didn't
make lfe nny the pleasanter for the
rest. At fivst It was treated as o wel-
come diversion, and for a time the oth-
er youngsters used to tnke an artistie
pleasure in fanning the quarrel, furv-|
most being the Junlor Subaltern,

Whint was originally & variation of
the monotony of life, however, soou
¢qme to be a puisance, and the Trrepres.
gibles began to feel very slek, Then
they got to wishing that one or both of |
the men would die. This Is not a nlce
sentiment to entertaln toward any
man, especially If he is a brother-of-
ficer, But, most of all, ench of the men |
wislied that the other would go out, and |
this Wi even worse, l

At Inst matters came to n head. The
two subalterns bad a regular row one
nlght after mess. They would bave
come to blows If it hadn't been for the
interference of the older men. "There
were slx men present, all subalterns
pxcept one, and 1t would bave been bet-
ter If they had let the two fight It out
then and there, robubly the difficulty
mlght bhave been gettled fnally. But
peace was patehed up for about three
days, and then they broke out worse
thnn ever, and sald things that balf a
century ngo would have led to pletols
next worning.  In the meantime, the
Junior Subaltern and four pther lmps
of mischlef had matured a plan by
which they hoped to fix up the matier
once for all. And in this plan, natural-
Iy enough, the snike took some part.
It was a grim esough practiceal Joke at
the best, and they ought to have pos-
sessed more sense between the five of
them than to think of such a thing,

The ldea was nothing more or less
than to propose to the two men to
gpend a nlght together, and with the
cobm, o A dsused room In quarters.
They were to be locked in and left to
sottle the matter pmong themselves
during the night, and In the morning
the rest of the party would relense the
survivors, If any, Of course there was
no thought, even for 4 moment, of Jet-
ting loose the corba In that way, but,
na the Junlor Subaltern said: “It won't
do them any barm to think It out, and
perhinps with reflection will come un
lncrease of wisdom.”

While the two men were still In the
hent of anger, the Junfor Subsltérn pro-
pounded to them his ldea of settling |
thelr difficulty by means of the snake.
He and hig confederates looked nar-
rowly at the men, and fancled they
blanched slightly at the prospect. This
must have been Imag'nation, however,
for, as with one breath, they both
agreed, and even sepmed anxious to
have the matter settled. They must
bave been very mad.

The affalr belng thus declded, a dls-
nsed reom was chosen as the scene of
the ordeal, nnd was hastily cleared of
| what furnlture was ln It. Thiz belng
done, the two men, who had not
changed color during the scene, woere
statloned at oppos!te corners of the
room, propped up (o sitting positions,
with a clear space béetween them of
something like fifteen feet.

All prellminaries “aving been ar-
rangd, the boy brought in the fatal
box and deposited it In the center of the
room, In such a manner that the N4
ghou'd open sidewnys, Here agaln his |
Ingenulty came into play. It was ob-
vions that the box must be opened
when all except the principals were
outside the door. Luckily, the box had

a sliding iid, and the Junior Suba'tern |

was able to arrange It 8o that, by at-
taching a piece of string, any one
standing outside the door would be able
to alide buck the lld and so release the
presumed occupant of the box.

During all these arrangements the
| five consplrators had felt very serlous,
They began to realize that it was
rather a grim joke they were having.
|and it Is probable that the two men
who weren't behind the scenes, who
sach doubted whether he might be
alive In the worning, were less nervous.
| But then they were stlll very angry,
and badn't had time yet to think out
all the detalls.
| At last all the arrangements had

things,  sclonable time st work. It is probable
that he was getting very sick of his
boax, and would bave béen glad enough
to show It up If anyone had given him
the lead,

no one helped him out of It, and for

sell nway.

out of the room and locked the door,

suppressed excltement,
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After all, be knew that there
was an ugly side to the farce, and as
his Arst boyish enthusinsm died away
he wanted to throw the thing up. But
nse of HawL's
very shame he could scarcely give him.
Besldes, the two principuls
wouldn't have thanked him,

Nothing more remained to be done
There wis solemn enough leave-taking
on all sldes as the five youngsters filed

nials free
F. J.
Sold by Iy

leaving the two men in thelr corners
and the box In ilie center of the room.
For a moment or two the five stood In
sllence out in the passage, the Junlor
Subaltern holding the end of the string
and shakiug llke an aspen leaf with
Then he gave
it a sharp tug, and they could hear the
box-11d sliding back until it dropped to
the Hoor with a slight smack,

It was a hushed and rather con-
welence-stricken band thai dispersed to '
the varlous rooms in quarters, nnd the
hours of that night hung heavily, It ia
n fact that the " ¢ youngsters did not
average an hour of gleep between them,
This was proved by the alacrity with
which they all turned out at the first
break of dawn, and assembled, shivers | I
ing and deawn-looking and haggard,
rendy to go and relense thelr voluntary
prisoners,

They were, In fact, so disturbed that
they took no notlce of the Benlor Cap-
tain, who, for some reason best known
to himself, had turned out, too, and fol-
lowed them ns they trod softly along to
the door of the disused room. He was
still unnoticed as they reached it, and
there made o moarked halt; and his
curiosity to see thelr Nttle gnme pre-
vented him from anpouncing himeelf,

il'l'l‘ﬂ'

an 80 M.

s land,

Below (g,

They stood for n moment in breathless | —

silence, showlng a steange, sudden dls-
Inclination to stir,

Then, ns wis the case the night be-
fore, the Junlor Subaltern took the |
load, There was a falnt murmur as he |
turned the key In the lock and stepped
boldly Into the room the rest following
In & crowi. The Senlor Captaln stood
for & moment outslde, wonderiug and | 3§
trying to make out what it all meant.
But a sudden, stifted ery cansed him to
step quickly after them,

He was a man who had been In sev.
eral actlons, He had seen men killed

The foremanuer of & tralu of

«, gravel, or some othor da r-
ous integrel e e of Lue orzaus teemslven
t e npnrebended
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: Wit re depur
iend s By Kidneys scive and et nis their |

o mldi-ln‘!._hmnt -y dum ol Gur sogage-
Ko, Mr. MeWooale; | Inforred that you
woeanl it & complimentary o me.”

I shall recommend Plso's Core fue Con-
Flumstead, Kent, England, Nov, 8, § I

Lash » Kidney and I.lv;r Bii.lm.m na s wild |

the senior partner of 1he fir f F.J Cug- efforts
sey & Co,, dolng bvml‘:;un:: the l'-il_','n:il rightly directed. There is comfort in

Toledo, County and State sforesald, the knowledge that
that =ald ﬂrmrtil‘l o altvamid, aad - o forms of

HUNDHRED DOLLARS foreach snd every
case of Catareh that caunot be cured by the

Sworn o belore me and subseribed in my |

Hall's Family Mlis are the best.

Lag' s Kldaey and L'ver Bitters oloanses and
reticta’es the vital flald tor bood) and bealibh-
felly stimuist. » every bodily fusctioo,

CHEAF IRRIGATION.

The Hercules Gas Engive Works of San
Francisoo, Cal., the largest builders of gas,
gnsoline and oil engines on the Coast, are
making extensive prepaiations for the
sea on's business,

Tl-e_\i' are filling several orders for fa

ng plants and as this line of their
bu iness inere
suy the farmers thronghout the State are ap-
preciating the asdvantages of ierigation with
water pumpesd by this cheap power,

The Hercules Works are at present build-

Coluss, which will raise (000 gallons per
minute from the river und distribute it over
‘t hin will be the largest gascline
pumping plant in existence.

WINE PRESSEY FOR BALE

mers and Soeders,
Address, U, N.
2 B Bay St., San Franclsco, Cal,

When your lver Ia lonctive, when nre
dull and drowsy by “i aud rostiess
fake Laah's Kidney sud L
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maces o Toe sowact e boven 10 | JladNess Comes
. TS - | ith & better of the
Syare or Omio, Ciry oy Torwoo, )
. Liwas Copset. ;- | “ht!!ndn‘ t nature of the many phys-
Faang J. Cuxswy makes oath that he is | - anish before ef-

ay the sum of ONE | sie

are not due to actual
ease, but simply w“. wn‘:t? oﬁ

sion of the |rnm, which pleasant
family laxative, of w
TemMOoves, ‘I‘h.tsrll;“grhi. it on

Caraxnn Coss.
FRANK J. CHENEY.

; i remedy with millions of famil and
1:’: :nt v, :::;lkh day of Decomber, A, 1Y, sverywhere - m‘;- all
! WAL } A. W. GLERASON, | whe value health, lhb;‘nhl
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In vo way comparable with what met
his eyes as he entered the room behind
his Juniors.

The two men were no longer propped
up in the position In which they had
been left. Thelr swollen, distorted
hodies were huddled on the floor in at-
titndes that showed the nwflul manner
in which they had met their doom, Bt
the figures, nlmost grotesque in the
contortions which had attended the
Inst desth agony, were as nothing. In
ench case the face was upturned,
livid, with distended cheeks and crnck-
od skin, with flecks of blood oozing
from mouth and nose, and with eyes
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so mueh the physieal agony as the ex- | bourne,
presslon of terror ln the fixed faces that }'F
rendercd these corpses so dreadful to
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ontemplate. Yet the two men, while
alive, were as brave, with all thele
fuults, as any men should be,

As he looked In, the Captaln wns
glued to the ground by the nameless
horror of that death-stare.

he was, all his fnculties concentrated
on the two huddled masses on the floor,

Chea,pest POWGI”.

A ghagtly Incldent aroused bim. The
Junior Subaltern burst Into a laugh,
faint at first, and then swelling Into
peal after peal of uproarious mirth,
The others gtood and watched him,

“Ha! ha!* he ghonted, reellug from
foot to foot, and holding his shaking

sldes, “"Look at them! Don't they
sham well? Aren't they flrst-rate ac- |
tors ™™

The Senlor Captain stepped up v
him, and lall a hand roughly on his
shoulder,

Then the boy turned, and they etnld
all see In his oyes that he was nad.
But the touch had quleted him,

“They set beautifully, don't they®”
he whispered confidentially to his
sonlor officer. *1 wonder when they
first found out the Joke.™ !
the |

“What do you mean? asked
other, soothingly.
“Mean?" the manine replled. “Why,

don't you see? I had two boxes just |
alike, and 1 put the empty box in here.
The snake ls still In my own room,

1t seemed something like a grim con-
tradiction that, nlmost at the same mo- |
ment, a Mfat, spectacled head reared
{taelf under one of the bodles, and two |
paleful eyes surveyed the awestruck
group.—San Franclsco Argonaut.

Bought the Island.

An amusing ncldeut occurred during |
the Inst ernlse of the English ship Roy- |
allst in the nelghborbood of the New
Hebrides. The time arrived for the
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holding of the annual prize shooting,

but no sulitable place could be found
for the erection of a target except a
small sland In Southwest Bay. This, |
however, was tribal property, and as

the natlves had been taught to fear the

power of big guns, they bargained that

they shoald be pald for the island, as it |
was sure to be blown to pleces. Elab- |
orate negotlations ended in a chief go- |
ing off to the ship, when the requisite |
agreements were entered lnto, and |
Capt. Rason, of the Royallst, became |
the owner of the island, the considera-
tion belng five sticks of tobacco, A tar-
get was then erected and some excel

lent shooting took place 1405"407 _Sansome S‘., "
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