
A TERRIBLE TRAGEDY ! 

GEORGE PARKER, WHILE INSANE, 

KILLS HIS MOTHFR. 

AND ACCUSES 
THE 

BUT WHILE UNDER 

FESSES 

HIS FATHER 

CRIME. 

OF 

EXAMINATION 

HIS DEED. 

CON-

One of the most revolting crimes ever 

.£>ccurrin}ii  in Montana was committed 

jn Alder Gulch aï tout three mile- from 

this eity last Tuesday morning. Mr-. 

Etta F. Parker v,a- ruthless.y mur

dered. shot in her he tw'ce by lier de

mented son. George. a ye; n^ man in 

îvhom all  her hf•]•— were centereu and 

whose slightest wi»h was .a ' . '  :o .1er.  

The deed was committee ' .a the l ic

ence of the husband and father.  Nu

llum Parker,  who claims ti .at  unless Vie 

had wrested the gun a 3>-ealiber re

volver: from the boy. tie would have 

undoubted .-hut him also. 

Immediately after the shooting. a< -

cording to Xahum I 'arker -  version. 

•  the boy left  for town. < hie of t i :e : .rs '  

places he entered was ( i i lbert -  s, . :oo ..  

John Carruthers and s»-v. - . i l  ot:v -

were present.  This wa- about 

John asked him to have a drink a 

took a small drink «>.' wh'skev. • • 

so doing he remarked: 

"A terrib! '-  thing happened at ]•< : 

this morning." 

"What \va- it '.-" asked Mr. Ca-

ruthers. 

'"Father killed mother." said young 

jParker. "and if ! 'had not prevented 

him he would have killed me. too. 

and with that he began to cry. While 

he seemed greatly troubled over the 

occurrence, he was apparently sane. 

JHe ordered breakfast at (Gilbert's and 

partook of it with relish. 

The affair was shrouded in mystery. 

The son claimed that the father had 

killed his mother and the father as

serted that the son had done tIi« deed. 

Young Parker was arrested by .Sher

iff Haines and Under Sheriff. Sommers 

«it Gilbert's place about ti:30. He took 

his arrest coolly. 

Shortly after the arrest of the son. 

;Jhe father was arrested by Sheriff 

^Haines and Special Deputy Thomas ! 

McColgan. Father and son, each 1 

charging the other with the henious j 

crime, were placed side by side in sep

arate cells to await the result of the in- 1 

quest. 

AN EAHLY VISITANT.  

Dr. Ragan was called about f>:30 by 
•lulius Kraemer. who told him of the 
trageJy and said that George Parker 
was at Gilbert's and wanted tosee him. 
The doctor hunted young Parker up 
and he told him that his father had 
killed his mother. While he was talk
ing to the doctor he wept bitterly. The 
doctor, thinking that the lady might 
be alive and that he might be of some 
aisistance. left at on< e for the Parker 
heme. Mrs. I 'arker iay dead in her 
bed. which was soaked in blood. As 
soon as he saw that she was dead and 
realizing that it was a case for the cor
oner. he made no examination of the 
wounds, and requesting Hugh White 
to take charge of the house and con
tents untii the coroner could arrive, he 
returned to town. 

The doe tar met Xaham Parker at 
the house and he informed him that 
George had committed the crime. Mr. 
JParker seemed greatly distressed. 

IN GORY lîHASTUNKSS. 

• bed had been dyed a dull red by the 
j blood of tÄe unfortunate lady. One 
I ham; rested on her bosom and the other 

or. the coverlet. .1 he face of the dead 
woman was suniething awful to look 
a "on. « >ver the right eye was a ragged 
ivoand and. in the right cheek near the 
mouth was a bullet hole. While the 

wound had the appearance of hav-
ir_ beer. Int'.i.-ted by a heavy blow, the 
«.'tir. was not abrased. and while it was 
M.'.tt * it four different directions, when 

va- united the meeting place was 
directly over the upper bullet hole, the 
theory being that the hardness of the 
skull at this place caused the bullet to 1 

lacerate the tight skin. Probing ré
sultée h: locating the bullet which 
caused this wound at the back of the | 
-k;th: alt:.Ost directly opposite from its 
• •ntranee point. It could be easily felt 
a* the i»a>4: of the skull and was ex
tracted .vithout trouble. The other 
bullet ranged downward and could not 

i 'arkkk 's < •< »xirevT. 

XV vo.mg Parker was cool enough 
crantly sar.e when he told his 

invented tale of the murder, the malady 
with-:. ..- sent him to the asylum was 
no- long in conquering him. About l! 

ing lunatic. and lie 
t undersheriff Sum-
e might do himself 
could be heard all 

would kick and ham-
he cell in a frantic 

hand he will probably go the asylum _ 
to remain. 

THE IX^UEST. 

As soon as < 'oroner MeX ulty was 
notified of the killing lie proceeded to 
empannel a jury. He was out before 
breakfast to perform this duty and he 
sUcceded in securing a representative 
body of men. consisting of John Heed. 
Robert Vickers. John Allen. lid Lyon. 
H. L. Childs and Solomon Wiles. The 
inquest was conducted by the ('oroner 
and County attorney Callaway, and 
began about 8:30. 

j Previous to the examination of, 
witnesses a thorough search was made 
of the premises. George Parker slept 
in a woodshed at the rear of the house, 
and in his bed. under his pillow was 
found an empty pistol scabbard. An 
old fashioned navy revolver was found 

' in a room adjoining that sn which tlie 
murder was committed, and another, a 
new one. which apearantly had not-
been used for some time, between the 
mattresses oi the bed or. which Mrs. 
Parker was killed. 

The lirst witness examined was 
Hugh White, who testifies as follows: 

Hugh L. White—This morning a 
little before live o 'clock i 'arker came 
over to my house, and made quite a 
noise, t was in bed. He called to me. 
He was on his crutches and held a re
volver. He hammered on the door. I 
saw him through the window. T open-
ed the door and caught the revolver 
quickly. He did not want to let go of fight close to the bed 
the pistol but T wrenched it away from 
him. I might have used enough force 
to skin his hand, as I was anxious to 
get the gun. I was somewhat excited. 
That is the pistol pointing to a gun 
which was on the table.) He said 
"George has killed his mother. 1 
asked him where Geerge was and he 
said "there he goes down the road. 
pointing him out. George was bare
headed. Then I dressed myself and 

]i.  ru.  ae was a i 'a 
was -o violent th 
iners was afraid 
harm. His yell  
over town and ht 
mer the side of 

came over to the 
by the old man. 
tains. Mrs. Pa 
the bed. her head 
thought 1 might 1 
thin-'/ for her. but 

mir-
•companion 
d the cur-

cer lay dead upon 
acing the door. I 

able to do some-
die was dead—her 

now. 

manner. His eyes as they glared 
through the barred door of his cell at 
those or. the out side, were as wild and 
fear inspiring as those of a jungle beast 
at bay. "There is a God! There is a 
God!" he would yell. 

Wedensday morning he was less vio
lent. He asked to see attorney W. A. 
( ' lark and that gentleman was sentfor. 

] "My name is God" said George. He 
• wanted Mr. Clark to enter the cell but 
j the attorney declined. Then he re-
, quested Mr. Clark to get him some 
! chewing tobacco, which was dene. 

His father was present and asked 
him "George, dont you know your own 

i father?" 

; "Is that Xaham .Parker'.-" asked 
! the insane man. He was told that it 
' was. 

! "1 killed Mrs. Xaham Parker." re
plied George, and nothing more could 

1 be gotten out of him. 

Later lie was visited by County At— 
i torney Callaway and undersheriff Som
mers. He knew them and called them 

;  both by name. "My name'" said he, 
"is not George F. Parker. My name is 
now ,Toy. George F. Parker killed 
Mrs. Xaham Parker. He shot her 

hand was as cold as it is 
was half crying, and said George al-, 
wavs turned against her when he had 
one of his spells. I toid him we had 
better go out and 1 would get some 
help. Mrs. Parker looked equally as, 
bloody then as she is now. but she had 
evidently stopped bleeding. We then ' 
went out and I went for Julius Kriemer. 
Parker walked up and down in front of 
my place, mouning constantly. I sent ! 
Kraemer for help. Parker said he , 
was dressing when Geooge came in. J 
He asked George how he felt and 

water from the spring a< he had been 
accustomed of doing) and he went 
down to the house before I did-about 
10 or 10 minutes before noon. 12 o'clock 
noon. [ washed myself at the house, 
went into the kitchen and says mother 
is dinner ready: she said yes. Just as 
she said Georsre was sick I staid there. 
George had been complaining for three 
or four weeks ho complained of feeling ; 
weak. I think he told his mother—as i 
she told me last night before we went 
to bed—that he had not slept any for : 
two nights. After dinner he said 
Father I believe I will not go out this j 
afternoon, T don't feel well. , 

I waked up this morning at five j 
o,clock, I heard the clock strike. j 
I  laid abed ten or fifteen minutes after | 

t  I heard clock strike. Mrs. Parker ' 
' said I would nor,get up so early. 'I says ! 
it must be half past five. I went into i 

kitchen and dressed in the kitchen. 1 1 

got my overalls and vest. Kitchen 
door was locked. 1 heard George at the j 
door. 1 unlocked the door George came 
right in. I went to pull my boot on: he j 
went past meto where Iiis mother was j 

sleeping, he says "Mother I want some 
tea this morning-coffee don't agree > 
with me". His mother says "alright I ! 
will make you some tea", then 1 heard 
the report of the gun. I jumped right 
up and while going in there was an
other report. '7 

"He was right side of the bed and I 
said "My God. George what have you 
done." Ho turned right around-1 was 

md I think he 
intended to shoot me. He had his 
pistol out. I grabbed the pistol with my ' 
right hand. He kind of throwed me ; 
down on the bed or 1 lost my balance, |  
1 got hold of the handle of the pistol [ 
with my left hand, and we must have j 
tussled there from one and a half to] 
two minutes, and I gave the pistol a 
wrench suddenly unawares to him. 1 ; 
got the pistol all right. As 1 got the ; 
pistol he made for the front, door and 1 j 
ran to the door, lie ran to the gate say- ! 
ing: "Father dont shoot me. I ran 
over to Mr. Whites. George ran down 
the hill IU the road. [ got Mr. White 
up and told him what had happened I 
took the gun along with me and gave 

Parker the pistol to Mr. White, [ think I just 
handed the pistol to him. I told him 
that George had shot his mother. 

1 think White went into the house 
with me. 

I think White went into the room 
with me after giving the alarm to 
Kramer. 

I have a pistol. It is a self action 
I think it is a Colts. 1 could not say 
whether the pistol I took from George 
was his or his mother's. 

I think probably Hugh White and 
I went into the house before he went 

George replied that he felt quite well, i down to Kraemers. 
George then asked his mother to make ; White said he (George) might come 
him a cup of tea for breakfast and she i back.and he went up to the Chinamen's 
said she would. George then stepped j cabins for help. 

Witness shown Smith and Wesson 
pistol. Do not know it might have 
been the one I took from George-
I did not take the large pistol or the 
small colts from George. 

Witness shown pistol from attorney 
L. L. Callaway's desk. Think it might 
have been the one I took from George. 

Do not know whether Mrs. Parker 
was shot in the body or in the head: 
think it was in the head as her face 
was bloody. 

George never said a word during the 
scuffie. He was out side of the gate 
running when he said, Father do not 
shoot me. 

I I  waked up lirst this morning when 
j the clock struck five. 

YOUNG PARKER'S TESTIMONY. 

! About 3 o'clock, young Parker was 
brought out, from his cell. Contrary to 

! expectations he gave no trouble wliat-
! ever. He did not answer questions 

readily and the coroner and county at
torney experienced considerable diffi
culty in eliciting replies. 

He said he got up between ô and t>, 
and that he would have felt well if let 
alone. He refared to his parents as 
"Mr. and Mrs. Parker."' Ho said he 
went to the door and found it locked: 
Mr. Parker opened the door forme and 
I went into the bed room: 1 heard two 
shots and Mr. Parker came right be
hind me and tustled with me over a 
six-shooter: was afraid he was going to 
shoot, me, but the one that was shot 
fell back and I ran down the road." 

"Who fell back?" querried the cor
oner. 

"Mrs. Parker" answered the young 
man. 

The coroner continued: 
"What did you do when you went in

to the room?" 
"I dont know that it is any of your 

business?" 
; [ii reply to a number of questions put 
by the coroner. Parker continued: 

j "We tustled for the possession of the 
pistol. Mr. Parker got the six-shooter: 
I was afraid he was going to shoot me. " 
In response to a question asked by the 
county attorney, he said: "I went 
there to see if Mrs. Parker was up; Mr 
Parker was out in the next room: I 
heard two shots." 

"Was this before you went into the 
room?" 

"Who was in the room when the 
shots were firedv 

"Mrs^and Mrs. Parker." 
"Where'were you?" 
"i was there, too." 
"Then all three of you were in the 

room?" 
"Yes." 
"Do you know who fired the shots?" 

said the attorney. 
"l do not say who fired the two shots." 
"I did not a^k you who fired the 

shots; I asked yuu if you knew who fired 
them? 

t W.CÇ. 

iiORGE F. PARKER. 

George F. Parker is about 32 years 
of age. He stands six feet seven inches 
in h:s stocking feet add is a veritable 
Hercules. He has the reputation of 
being tlie strongest man in Madison 
Caunty. 

Several times he has been affected by 
insanity. His first attack was when a 
student at Arm Arbor, where he was 
known as the " Montana giant." 
was then about is years of age. His 
parents brought him back to Montana 

into the front room. Then he (Parker) 
heard the report of the pistol. He 
started for the room and heard a sec
ond report. He then came up to George 
and' succeeded in taking the pistol 
away from him. George said "Father 
dont shoot me." and started to run. 
That was all the old man had to say to 
me. He asked me is I was afraid of 
him and I replied that I was not. Mrs. 
Parker told me yesterday that she did 
not think George was all right. George 
laid off yesterday afternoon and I ask
ed her about him. She said he was 
"sick" and that was not all. I did not 
hear the shots, but when I entered the 
house there was a little smoke in the 
room.although from her hand, which I 
felt I would consider that she had been 
dead some time. Two chambers were 
empty when I took the revolver from 
Parker. 

Naham Parker—Yesterday Georgs 
was attending water he put on an un
usual head, and came down where I was, 
I said George you have got on too much 
water: you had better turn it off into 
the east channel. This was about 10 j 
o'clock yesterday, 1st of July. The j 

He water ran out of the reservoir I said 
George the water is running out of the 
reservoir you had better go and shut it 

I hurt my finger in the scuffie with 
George My fingers bled on the crutch 
some. This occurred between five and 
six this morning. While I was going 
into the room the second shot was fired. 
I did not see anything in his hands but 
the pistol. 

While trying to get the pistol away 
from George I hollered as loud as I 
could-though I could not make White 
hear. Did not see any pistol except 
one George had. 1 would recogni/.e 
my own pistol if I saw it. 

Witness shown scabbord. Did not 
know it. 

Witness shown large Colts pistol. I 
I could not say that it was George's 
J pistol, think it is. 

j Witness shown small Colts pistol. 
I Think it is mine, have got one just like 
I it. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE. 

Really Its Remarkable 

Budison 
Route 

the records our trains have 
beenmaking lately. 
See: 

105 miles in lo4 minutes. 
Ill miles lo8 minutete. 

And so on. 
Runs like these require 

good engines, good tracks, 
good equipment. 

We have them all. 
Maps, time-tables and full 

' information about our ser
vice to Omaha, St. Joseph. 
Kansas City, St. Louis and 
Chicago on application to 
the nearest ticket agent or 
by addressing 
Joliiistoii ,  Com. .%Kt. 

BILUNUS, MOST. 
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and caused him to be placed in the off. In course of half an hour I saw 
\\ arm Springs Asylum, where after a ! the water running out of the wash-gate 
short time he appeared to recover en- and I said: George there is water: you 

SZ Sealers in 

tire!y and was discharged. In July. 
Psu lie was again examined, adjudged went and put on 
insane, and taken to the asylum by 
John < arruthers, then sheriff, 
deputy -1 ames Vanderbeck. He gave 
his custodians no little trouble on ac-

Callaway, the toionei s jut \ and others j count of his terrible strength. Sub-i the gate and to go up and raise the 
to the scene of the crime early. The | sequently he was released as cured, 1 gate about 2 or 3 inches higher, he 

and was apparently well untill this ! went up and raised the gate and I saw 

A MADISOXIAN man accompanied 
Coroner McNulty, * bunt y Attorney 

had better go and turn it on and he i 
about half what I i  

generally run. I said "George you I 
and havn't got water enough on;" he says 11 

raised the gate same as before, I told ] 
him there must be something under 1 

murder wa6 committed in the front 
room, which was used by Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker as a bed room. The room was 
neat and tidy, nothing being deranged. 
The body had not been disturbed but 
lay just as it had fallen directly after 
having received the leaden messengers 

pjf death. The upper portion of the 

spring when his insanity again began I about one-fourth more water coming, 
to assert itself. Although repeatedly ! but there was not near enough. He 
urged by friends to do so his mother ; came down where I was; I did not say 
his refused to allow him to be examin 
ed for the third time. Now that she 

anything to him, water 
was run out. 1 told him 

run until 
then that 

who stood between him and his con- had run out, to go and shut the gate 
finement it gone-struck down by his I I said: George don't forget tobringthe 

Dry Goods, 
Carpets, 
Clothing, 
Boots and Shoes, 
Hats an" 
Cent's 
Furnishiugs. 

Cr 

§T 
§=: 
y-" Complete lines in all departments. Lowest prices. Reliable 
gX; goods. Mail orders promptly filled. Correspondence solicited. 
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ûuuuuiiuiuuiiuuauiuuuuuaiaiauuiiutuuuuiuuî  


