
TO STOP COAL WARS. I 

WASHINGTON CONNOR WRITES 

THE SITUATION. 
OP 

t«t Capital and Labor Unit«—Miner*, Op

erators and Kailroads Should Fix Prie«»« 

and Wages and Make a Lotting Agree
ment. 

During the past two years there has 
heeu severe competition in tho bitumi
nous coal trade, resulting in a redaction 
in the price of coal to à point where 
there was but little profit for the rail
roads which carried it, the mine owners 
and operators who produced,it pr for the 
miners whose wages were dependent 
upon the price received for coal.. These 
three large interests have alike suffered 
from a warfare which has been both 
foolish and needless. 

Last March the Ohio railroads and 
operators took thé' initiative toward 
bringing about a settlement of the diffi
culty by the formation of an alliance 
between tho operators and the coal car
riers for the purpose of securing better 
results for all parties in interest, to es
tablish uniform rates on the railroads, 
secure stability of prices for tho coal 
and through these means prevent any 
further reduction in the pay of the min
ers and ultimately to increase their 
wages as tho price of coal was advanced. 

The Ohio Coal association, which was 
formed last March, is well organized 
for this work and secures unity of ac
tion in tho Ohio district. That its for- | 
ination was a wise step cannot bo ques- I 
tioned. The railroads for over a year, | 
owing to the fierce competition which j 
existed, had been cutting prices from 20 
to 40 per cent below schedule rates. I 
This organization has succeeded in re
storing rates to the established sched
ule and by so doing will add from 20 to 
40 per cent to the net revenue of tho 
roads which belong to it on all tho coal 
they carry. 

An obstacle to keeping up the miners' 
wages has recently been encountered by 
the action of the Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia operators, who have been per
sistent in trying to drive the pay of 
miners to the lowest possible point. 

When the great strike of 1894 was set
tled, ail agreement was made that the 
miners should receive 60 cents per ton 
in Ohio and 69 cents per ton in Penn
sylvania. The Ohio operators have faith
fully lived up to their agreement and 
paid 60 cents throughout the year, not
withstanding that during that time they 
knew the Pittsburg district had violated 
jfta agreement and was underselling Ohio 
in the market, which it was able to do 
on account of paying lower wages to the 
miners. 

There has been established for years a 
differential of 9 cents per ton between 
the Ohio and Pittsburg districts in the 
price paid the miner. This is the result 
of a difference in the size of screens used 
in the two districts. If both districts 
used the same sized screens, the wages 
for miners would be the same, but so 
Song as this is not the case the differen
tial must be maintained. 

The Pittsburg operators having been 
successful in reducing the pay of a large 
number of their miners daring the year 
1894, owing to the great uuuiber of un
employed, are this year opposed to a 
restoration to the prices agreed upon in 
1894. The result is that, while the Ohio 
operators are in favor of either continu
ing the wages of List year or even ad
vancing to higher prices, t.bev >ire unable 
to carry out their wishes, but must es-
tablisli a rate per ton whi -h will be 9 
cents loss thau that paid in tho Pitts
burg district, the ') cents being the dif
ferential which 1 liava r. fer red to. 

There are times when capital justly 
complains that it has not been iairly 
treated by labor. There can be no such 
complaint made by the Pittsburg opers-
I. rs. In this instan«» it is labor that has 
I''eu made to suffer through the short j 
«sighted selfishness of a few individuals , 
und corporations. 

In 1S92 West Virginia, Pennsylvania j 
* jd Ohio worked under an interstate j 
agreement. Miners were then receiving I 
in Ohio Î0 eents per ton and in Penn- I 
hvlvania 79 r nis per ton. The railroads j 
obtained satistV.ilory rates for tho trans- j 
p irtation of coal, and the operators and i 
mine owners made more money than i 
they have any time siuce. The results j 
< f this agreement and combination were j 
M beneficial and satisfactory to all iu-
r rests that it is impossible to find a 1 

*t-asou why the sani* policy should not 1 

nave been carried out in the following j 
years. 

The present situat ion could be greatly 
improved by extending an interstate or-
gmizatiou so chat it would include the 
Illinois and Indiana districts 
•combination should not be looked upon 
as a trust, as it would in no sense be 
4> se and would ti it be formed t<> advance' 
l»rices, but only to m vintain .uniform 
prions in the vari .«!•> districts. 

There wonld >< jus' as much s^nse in 
*>omeof thestr"- ' railways of New York 

jutUug down their fares to 3 cents for 
• io purpo-s-i f taking business away 
from other lines as then? is in the cut
ting of tii ) pri >>s at which coal is sold 

it reducing the wages paid to the min
ers With the streut railways it would 
«••nipiy rewult in forcing the other lines 
«o m-tie a Miuiilar redaction. The effect 

s tho saut j tu ttie coal trade. The man-
J tho stow*!; : Ai I way s have iutel-

ligence enough to see tbat a profitable 
business can be done only by the main
tenance of the 5 cent fare. Some of the 
coal operators have not yet developed 
that amount of intelligence. 

Secret rebates and commissions and 
even signed contracts cutting agreed 
upon prices, such contracts being given 
under a pledge of secrecy, have been re
sponsible for the low prices for bitumi
nous coal for the past two years. 

When competition of this kind is once 
started, it does not stop until it ap
proaches the point of actual cost of pro
duction, and this is generally followed 
by an attempt to reduco wages so that 
the competition maybe carried still fur
ther 

It seems to me that there is no busi-
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UP.SS in this country wliero the remedy 
is so plain as in the bituminous trade. 
It is possible for capital aud labor to 
unite in such a manner that bot;h will 
receive their fair share of the results. 
There ia no question that the yearly con
flict is injurious to all concerned, and 
there is likewise no question that fliese 
yearly conflicts can be avoided. 

It rests with the conservative and in
telligent men in the ranks'of labor and 
among the operators and railroad man-: 
agers to bring about an organization 
which will prevent any trouble in the • 
future. Such an organization should em- ; 
brace West Virginia, Pennsylvania, j 
Ohio, Indiana aud Illinois. The Inter- ( 

state association should fix the miners' j 
wages for the miners in the various ' 
districts. ' It should also establish the ; 
price for coal and the rates for carrying, i 
Theu in each district there should be f* ' 
local organization, like that of tho Ohio 
Coal association, to take charge of ques- , 
tions which belong to that district alone, 1 

such as the making of sales and contracts 
and receiving the proceeds. This power 
should be added to that which is already ! 
possessed by the Ohio association. 

Formerly there existed an interstate 
organization embracing Pennsylvania, J 
Ohio, West Virginia, Indiana and Illi
nois, and tho results were profitable to , 
all interested—i. e., the railroads and 1 

their employees, the mine owners and 
their employees. 

Today the chief opposition to reviving 
it seems to bo the operators in Pennsyl
vania, who have openly declared them
selves against any agreement either of 
the mine owners or organization of min« 
labor. 

A good commencement to an inter
state agreement is fonnd among th* 
operators of Ohio, who seem to be gen
erally in favor of it, and who have made 
frequent efforts daring the past year 
among the Pennsylvania operators to re
establish the interstate compact, because 
it gave the best returns to all concerned, 
including labor. It was with this in 
view that the Ohio operators faithfully 
carried out the 1894 agreement, and in 
the face of Pennsylvania having reduced 
Its labor to the lowest point ever reached. 

There should be no difficulty m arriv
ing at an agreement with the national 
miners' organization as to what would 
be fair wages for the miners in the va
rious districts. Then the agreement 
should provide a scale of wages for the 
miners which would advance and de
cline with the price of coal. I believe 
that such a scale is in existence today in 
Wales and has been found to work to 
the satisfaction of both the mine owner 
and the miner. The Reading railroad 
at one time worked under such a system 
and found it satisfactory. 

I In Wales an auditing of the sales 
! tak-w place every 60 days, and the aver 
! 
I miner. The books of the various associa 
j tions should be open to the inspection of ; 
' the representatives of the railways, the . 

operators and the miners' organization, j 
so that there could be no question as to ; 
whether the agreement was being faith- ! 
fully carried out. j 

The Ohio operators deserve great 
credit for the stand they have always , 
taken in favor of higher wages for the j 
miners aud also for the honorable man- j 
ner in which they have lived up to the 
agreement they havo made with the 
miners'organization. I wish Icould say 
as much for the operators of the Pitts
burg district 

It seems to me that the labor leaders 
in the miners' organization made a se
rious mistake in 1S94 when they ordered 
a strike not only in the district which 
refused to pay the wages demanded, bat 
also in districts where the operators 
were willing to concede what the min-
ars asked, and where they had always 
received fair treatment. Had they at 
that time confiued their strike to the 
districts which insisted upon low wages 
their expenses would have been mach 
less, and they would have had a larger 
fund at their command by being able to j 

, , . draw more heavily up«.n the miners who : 
• ! would have be*n at Work in the districts I 

which wore not opposed to the rate then j 

i demanded. I 
j The rates which have always been 
j recognized as being fair between the va-
' ri JUS states are to give the miners in II-
I linois, Indiana and Ohio the same pay, 

while Pennsylvania and Wiwt Virginia 
are on the same basis, which is 9 cents 

! higher per ton than the three states first 
! mentioned, it being estimated that on 
j account of the different sized screens 

used a miliar can earn in a day's work 
the same amount of wunes in any of the 
states when this basis is maintained.— 
Wosbiugtou E. Connor iu Mew York 
WurU* 
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POWDER 
MOST PERFECT MADE. 

A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free 
from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant, 

40 YEARS THE STANDARD. 

NOT LOSING GROUND. 
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General Warner Says the Story I» 
Circulated by the Goldbüg Press. 

. General A. J. Warner, president of 
the. Bimetallic league of the United 
States, and probably its most active rep
räsentative, lias arrived in town after an 
extended tour of the country in the in
terests of silver. He expresses himself 
as much encouraged by the outlook and 
as sanguine of the success of free coin-
ago iu next year's national contest. 

In a long conversation with a repre
sentative of The Star, General Warner 
dwelt upon the different phases of the 
situation. 

"It is claimed that silver is losing 
ground in this -country, ' it was suggest
ed by the reporter. 

"I know it is," was tho reply, "but 
you see that claim was made only by 
eastern newspapers. It is not true. I 
am just back from the sections where 
the fight for silver is being waged, and 
where in the end it will be won, and 
you may quote me as saying that the 
people are neither going over to the gold 
side of the question nor becoming in
different to silver. The people indeed 
were never before so mach interested in 
silver as they are at present. There may 
not be the excitement growing oat of 
public meetings and conventions that 
existed in the spring, bat there has been 
no abatement whatever of that interest 
which betokens an organized purpose, 
and uppn which yon may rely for good 
results at the polls. " 

"But do you observe any pronounced 
signs of disintegration in either of the 
two old parties on this silver question?" 

"It is a little early for that," was the 
reply. "Men in bodies are slow to 
move, and this is especially true in poli
tics. Old affiliations are very strong. 
But the real friends of silver—and I 
bold that they are in a substantial ma
jority in this country—will have their 
eyes opened next year. Both of the old 
parties will be controlled by the gold 
men, and the nominations will be ar-

! ranged so as to insure a gold executive 
1 if either wins. Then the duty of the 
; friends of silver will be plain before 
i them. They will have to unite and see 
1 that both of the old parties are defeated, 
! and that a friend of silver aud of the 
i people is put in the White House, 
i think this will be done. In that day I 

expect to see silver men leave both the 
Democratic and Republican parties by 

akes place every ou uays, ana tue uverj deg^d theQlselves together 
ge price determines the jwee P^djhe , .q Jf0ïnm0n cause again8t the tyranny of 

the money power. "—Washington Star. 

Adroitly Managed. 

Tlio maintenance and perpetuation of 
the gold standard mean that gold alone 
shall be irredeemable, absolute money 
of final payment and redemption—the 
only measure of the value of all proper
ties aud that all other kinds of currency 
or mediums of exchange, whether of sil
ver or paper, shall be redeemable in gold 
or limited in legal tender value to a 
small sum—$5, $10 or $25—so that they 
cannot be used or tendered in payment 
of any bonds or debts of our nation, 
states," municipalities, corporations or 
individuals, or in redemption of treas
ury or greenback notes. What caused 
this contest for the single standard of 
gold? It was caused by highly colored 
and exaggerated representations of onr 
government officials and representatives 
in reports made in 1862 and np to 1868 
and laid before the international statis
tical congress in Berlin in September, 
1863, and repeated in the Paris monetary 
conference of 1867, thai onr country 
would produce from $200,000,000 $400, -
000,000 of gold and silver for years to 
come. 

They were believed to be true and had 
the same effect as if true and created a 
worldwide belief and fear that, the 
world would be speedily deluged—flood 
ed with gold and silver in quantities 
greater than could be consumed for mon 
etary nies without a marked deprecia
tion or fall in their purchasing power 
and a marfead increase or rise in the sell
ing price of all products and properties. 
This started a movement for a single 
metallic money standard throughout the 
world, whioh vw adroitly managed so as 
to favor gold on\j. —Senator GockrelL 
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T. J. Farrell. 
Ranee from Meadow 

Creek to Henry's lake 
on both sides of Madi
son river. Brand as 
shown in cut. Cattle 
branded on left ribs, 
same brand. Down 
jcutdulap. Post office 
address, Virginia City, 
Montana. 

Alex. Metzel. 
P. O. address. Puller 

Springs, Montana. 
Cattle and Horse brand 

circle A on left shoulder. 
Thoroughbred cattle aud 
American horses are 
branded J on left jaw 
Vent, same brand on left 
thigh. 

Cattle mark, down-cut dewlap In brisket. 
Range, upper Ruby valley, from lower upper 

canyon, including all tributaries. 

9QOO Reward. 
For the apprehension of and sufficient evidence 
to convict any person or persons guilty of steal
ing one or more cattle or horses belonging to 
me. ALEX. BETÏEL. 

© 

Metzel Live-Stock Co. 
President and Manager ALEX. METZEL. 
Secretary and Treasurer F. S. METZEL. 
Foreman. W• O. METZEL. 

P. O. address, Puller 
Springs, Montana. 

Cattle brand as shown 
in cut; herses same brand 
on lett thigh. Vent for 
cattle same on left thigh . 
for horses, same under 
mane. Cattle cropped on 
right ear, and with down-

cut dewlap on brisket. 
Range, upper Ruby valley, from lower to up

per canyon, including all tributaries. 

Foreman 

W. L. Douclas 
c IJAP IB TMK »car. » 
OnvbiosauUKin«. 

45, CORDOVAN, * 
FRENCH&ENAMELLED CALF 

S4.$33P FlNECAlf&KWIfiAROt 
S 3.5? POUCE,3 SOLES. 

BOYSSCHOOLSHÛES, 
•LADIES-

^ SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
W* I.* DOUGLAS« 

BROCKTON, MASS. 
Yoü can save money by purchasing W. I» 

Douglas Shoes, 
Because, we are the largest manufacturers of 

advertised shoes in the world, aud guarantee 
the va'.ue by stamping the tiame and price on 
the bottom, which protects you against high 
prices and the middleman's profits. Our shoes 
equal custom work in style, easy fitting and 
wearing qualities. We have them sold every» 
where at lower prices for the value given thatt 
any other make'. Take no substitute. If your 
dealer cannot supply you, we can. Sold t>v 

lifsl«" whose name will shortly ap
pear here. Afffut wanted Apply.»® 
once. 

Term of Court. 

The regular term ot the District Court oC 
tiie Fifth Judicial District, ot Montana, in 
and tor the County ot Madison, is 
fixed as tollows: 

Third Monday ot February, May, August 
anfi November. 

FRANK &HOWERS, 
Judge. 

THE MADISON, 
VIRGINIA CITY, MONT. 

Reopened December 15/93. 

First-class in all its Appomtments. 
T. F. POLLARD, Proprietor 

AMOS C. HAI.!. ALDENJ. 3XNNKTT. 

HALL & BLNNETT, 

Virginia City, Montana. 

Do a general banking business. Draw ex
change on all the principal cities of the world. 

The highest rates paid for Gold Dcat, Gold 
and Silver Bullion, and County and Territorla 

Collections carefully and promptly attended 
to. 

Jack Taylor. 
P. O. address, \ irglnia 

City, Montana. 
Horse brand, circle T on 

left shoulder. 
Cattle brand as shown 

in cut. 
Range, Madison divide. 

JACK TAYLOR. 

N ORTHERN 
PACIFICR.R. 

Funs Trough Cars to 
ST. PAUL, 
MINNEAPOLIS. 

DULUTH7 
FARGO, 

GRAND FORKS, 

and WINNIPEG 

Or Prld's G«M Baking Powdet 
Most Perfect Made. 

-AND 
HELENA, 

BUTTE, 

METROPOLITAN 

1 

SPOKANE, 

TACOMA, 

SEATTLE, 

PORTLAND. 

Pullman Sleeping Cars 
Slegant Dinning Cars 

Tourist Sleeping Cars 
VIAII8 AMBITEI 

No. 7. Prom St. Paul.Chleaco.aad all 
Eastern points, arrive SapptM-
ton dally at « :* •• » 
Whitehall dally at 7 :t» a. m 

M. U. No. 3. From Spokane .Taaorna. 
Seattle, Portland, aud all Coas* 
points, arrives Montana Union 
Depot, daily at l0:Wp 

TBA1N« DKPABTl 
M. U. No. 1. For Spokane,Taeoma, 

Seattle. Portland, aad all coast 
and California points, leaves 
Montana Union Depot daily at... 8 :30 a. m 

No. 8. Per St. Paul, Chicago, and 
all Eastern. Southern and Ca
nadian paints,leaves Whitehall..13 M s. m 
SappwRton 18 a. m 

Through sleepini&anlrom Batte. Tphpletand 
Turist Sleepers : elegant dayeoaehes and dining 
car oe< viee oa aU through traies. 

For intormaUon. time cards, mape aad t'ekets 
call on erwrtla W. M, TOOHT, Gen. Agi. 
Bast Broad way. Butts, Mont. .or 

CHA BIiKS 8, FÄK. 
General Psmnngsr Ageat. 

StTPaul man. 

MEAT 
MARKET 

Handles nothing but the best 
—everything usually kept in. 
a  f i r s t  " c l a s s  m a r k e t  . . . »  

FRESH OUTERS 
SPRIS6 CHICKEN 

AND 

NOW IN STOCK-
supply constantly being 
renewed . . . 

BEEF BY THE'QUARTER 
cheap for cash—come to 
me and «et prices be
töre buying elsewhere 

'CEO. COHN, Prop. 

ANDERSON BROS., 
At Marlow'a old stand. 

Livery, Feed 
Sale Stable 

The Finest Rip in the City. 
Good Outfits for Commercial Men and 

Tourists a Specialty. 

Proprietors of the Dillon and Banuack 

Express Line. 

Dillon, Twin Bridges, Sheridan, and Vir 
ginia Mail and Express Line.. 

The U. S. Gov't Reports 
»how Royal Baking Powder 
superior to ail other*. 


