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THE KINGJMHM 
A Monarch Who Is Unique In 

Many Particulars. 

*18 SAVAGE SWAT IS ABSOLUTE. 

•» Dette» Great Britain Md Cootd Give 
Klag Solomon Pointers on Matrimony. 
A Pine Hat I* HI* Crow*, an Umbrella 
•I« Royal Seepter. 

Solomon in all hU glory wa# not in it, 
•ither as a married man or a puissant 
potentate, with the king of Ashanti. Of 
all tbe astonishing kings of Africa or the 
•onth sea islands this dusky monarch 
•tands pre-eminent. He has not only de­
fied fat« by marrying 8,888 wives, but he 
has defied the British government and 
horled back her ultimatum in her face. 
He Is now awaiting the approach of the 
English army aud will try conclusions with 
John Bull, as did his predecessor, King 
Koffl Kalkirra, in 1874. The reeult, of 
course, must be the same as it was in that 
memorable conflict., but the Ashantnes are 
fierce fighters, well armed, and it is uo 
Jiffht task that Lord Salisbury has under­
taken. 

Prembi, the king of Ashanti, is the 
absolute monarch of about 8,000,000 sub­
jects. They live in the heart of the Afri­
can forest, a few hundred miles back from 
the Gold Coast. The king wears a gir­
dle of dried grass around his hips and a 
"plug" hat. He owns no crown, but in 
some way hns become possessed of a silk 
hat, which now does duty as an emlileifc 
of sovereignty. 

Another remarkable fact about this bar­
barous king is that, he has no throne. Ho 
has, however, a solid gold stool, which 
does service as a throne. It takes four 
ableboilied slaves to tug this heavy Mon! 
around. 

But the greatest official emblem of royal 
authority is an umbrella. This curiosity 
has a big bamboo handle and spokes of 
embossed gold. On the end of each spoke 
is a human skull. Nobody, not even the 
king himself, knows the significance of 
this strange seepter of majesty, hut ft has 
descended to him from a lung line of an­
cestry. 

King Prembi, among other things, has 
exactly 3,3311 wives allowed him by law. 
Why this liberal figure was decided upon 
his majesty does not know. Like the um­
brella they fame to him by inheritance. 
These helpmeets the king keeps in a vast, 
harem which is guarded by several hun­
dred eunuchs. A large proportion of his 

The poor wretches are for a time tor­
tured by being pinched, pricked with 
swords and fired upon at short range with 
blank cartridges. The powder from these 
cartridge* enters the flesh, causing excru­
ciating agony. 

Then the executioners, who are fantas­
tically dressed, seize their huge swords, 
and flourishing them iu the air lop off the 
head6 of the victims one Hftcr another. 
Then they retire from the scene drenched 
with blood from head % foot and leaving 
the bodies lying where they fall. 

As soon as the executioners retire the 
vultures swoop down from the trees above, 
and'the ground is soon black with them. 
At night the panthers come aud slink 
away satiated before the dawn. The path­
way leading to this grove has been worn 
broad and deep through years of use, and 
it is always slippery with blood. 

A MODERN HEROINE. 

A Literal Portraiture From the Descrip­
tion In a Popular Novel. 

As many readers of fiction have had 
cause to complain, authors and artists often 
work at cross purposes, and the novelist's 
eloquent conception of the heroine's per-

i sonal attributes Is but faintly shadowed 
forth in the artist's lines. To show how a 
heroine of romantic fiction actually looks 
our esteemed contemporary, The Path­
finder, handed to a realistic artist a chap­
ter from a popular novel with instructions 
to make a literal portrait of the heroine. 

Here are the eloquent words of the au­
thor from which the faithful portrait was 
drawn: 

"Belinda was the fairest of earth's 
daughters. Her shapely head was molded 
in the form of a perfect oval, poised grace­
fully on a swanlike neck. Her delicate, 
shell-like ears looked fragile as the thin-
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marine* with which to prepare a feast 
from a chicken which he had purloined. 
He spent 11 months and one day in the 
penitentiary as an atonement for this 
offense. After leaving the prison he en­
listed in the regular army, but It is said 
that he did not finish his term of enlist­
ment. The story goes that when he went 
east with his regiment his record beoamc 
known, and that, combined with general 
oussednoss, caused bfm to be drummed out 
—dishonorably discharged. 

English returned to Illinois and married 
again, settling on Macoupin island, in 
Greene county, where he spent a short time 
In the oounty jail for stealing a hog. 
Prom Greene county he again drifted Into 
Jersey county, where, in the winter of 
1889, he burglarized the house of his aunt 
—net proceeds of the robbery, 60 cents — 
and was sentenced to the penitentiary for 
five years. He was discharged cm Christ­
mas day, 18ft3. 

During his last term of penal servitude 
Dave Kngllsh professed religion and 
showed signs of reformation. On his re­
turn to Jersey county he liegan to preach, 
and as an evangelist his work was phe­
nomenal. With a gifted flow of language, 
earnest and forcible, he drew crowds in 
Jersey, Greene, Pike, Calhoun—every­
where he went he drew crowds by the 
thousands and made converts by the hun­
dreds, and he was a recognized rival in 
Christian work to Sain Jones. But he 
went wrong—he fell from grace. He fell 
in love with another man's wife. She for­
got her marriage vows, he forgot his duty. 
They fell and eloped together in a skiff 
down the Mississippi. 

Dave next turned up at Alton last win­
ter, seeking a night's shelter at the police 
station—broke, dirty and forlorn, claim­
ing to have been robbed of skiff, clothing, 
woman and everything. Having laid down 
Bible and hymn book, he went to burglar­
izing again. Aided by pals, he went 
through the postoffioes at Grafton, Rose-
dale and Newbern. His arrest resulted, 
he peached tin his pals and was let off 
with a light sentence of two years. He is 
now employed in the foundry at t he prison, 
with leisure between his working hours to 
review his past and again repent of the 
error of his ways. 

M.MAILAND * * 
DEALKK I?C 

MEN'S BOOTSAND SHOES. LADIES' BUTTON 
••• BALMORALS AND WALKING 
••• SHOES, MISSES FOOT WEAR 

Boots and Shoes of all Sizes and Quality ^ 

-PHE PONY SALOON 
«E« » HUr, Proprietor 

Corner of Wallace and Jackscn Streets 

T7"ixgrim.ia, Cit"sr, ^v£on.ta,n.a. 

Keeps none but tfc« finest brands of foreign ami dimcstio Wines, Liquors 

and all kinds of Bottled Beel- and A!- s: IL»' choicest selection of imported 

and Domestie eigrar«. I keep the purest goods obtainable.. 

S. T. HAVSKK. President. [>. ElXiKRTON, Vice-]'resident 

FIRST • NATIONAL • BANK 
Of Helena, Mcnt. 

CAPITAL ANDSURPLUS 

A General Backing Business Transacted. 
GEO. F. COPE, Cashier. 
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Banking House of Henry Elling, 
Virginia City. Montana 

Transact- a general banking business. iVals in for-

FMdU! - M - SnrieoiK !«*? ?•>?"»• ho,uls 
viikhnia cm,. - - M.O.WA, ! and .warrants. Collections promptly attended to. 

jprüffssional (Titrfcs. 

P. .J. Kutan, M. IV !.. Siiutcniayil. M. I>. 

.N & SOÜTHMAYD 

KING PREMBIOK ASHAXT I. 
wives serve in incuial capacities about the 
palace. The women folk of the common 
people, however, are surrounded by no 
such restrictions. 

If any man looks at one of Prembi's 
8,833 wives, that man's name is Dennis. 
Some of these numerous wives of the king 
of Ashanti are not worth looking at, it is 
true, but the owner of any profane eyes 
that even by accident happened to rest 
upon them would be conducted to a thinly 
grove in the neighborhood of tbe town and 
fail t.o return. 

His majesty lives in a big stone and na­
tive brick palace, the only structure of the 
kind In tbe kingdom. His royal highness 
sleeps ou the floor. 

Tbe king is several times a millionaire, 
and it Is believed that he has several bar­
rels of gold dust and nuggets. Ashanti 
la rieb in gold. 

Prembi is a bloodthirsty monarch, and 
he is in the habit of making human sacri­
fices on a wholesale scale. Whenever it 

' pleases hlin to do so, he orders a few hun 
dred subjects to be beheaded. Besides this, 
during certain religious ceremonies it is 
customary to kill subjects. It Is this prac­
tice, which England wants the king to 
•top. And It Is to put. an end to these hu­
man sacrifices 1 hat the British troops will 
make war on the king. 

When oue king dies, 2,000 people are 
killed as a guard of. honor to accompany 
him to the other world. As many as 10,-
000 are reported to have been killed on 
one occasion lu a single day. 

Upon every national festival it is also 
the custom for the king of Ashanti to 
offer human sacrifices. People are believed 
to be killed almost every day at Kuinaf*i. 

. the capital, and this kind of official mur­
der Is a regular thing. 

The one thing which has always excited 
the horror and amazement of travelers who 
have penetrated this country Is the Grove 
of Skulls, where in counties« numbers the 
bones of victims of the king lie upon the 
ground with the festering remains of those 
who have recently beeu dispatched. 

Here, where vultures gorged with hu­
man flesh ptjrch upon the trees waiting for 
the, new victims which many years have 
taught thetn to look for with certainty is 
a spectacle presented the Uke of . which is 
to be aeen. nowhereelse upon earth. 

This spot, where execution* have taken 
place from ttni* immemorial, Is In «small 
(rove hack «I the large market place at 
Kumassl. The victims are brought to 
this place with their hands securely tied 
and they are made dumb by two knives 
thrust crosswise through their cheeks. 

A MODKKX HEROINE. 
nest porcelain. Over her alabaster fore­
head rested an aureole of golden locks that 
fell in a shower all »down her temples. 
Her brows were perfect arches and under­
neath them, like windows to her soul, 
shone eyes the brightest love e'er looked 
upon, a pair of stars gleaming forth. ru: 
splendent.. Her nose was her only com­
monplace feature—slightly retrousse, but 
redeemed a hundred times by the roses of 
her cheeks. Her chin was a dimpled 
peach; her lips, like twin cherries, opened 
to reveal a row of teeth that had the 
semblance of a string of milk white 
pearls. What wonder then that, with all 
these varied charms of face, she should 
ha vu had the easy, confident gait of one 
that knew the irresistible power of her 
own beauty?" 

If artists generally were luore literal, 
perhaps authors would be less free in their 
use of fanciful metaphors. 

j Ottioe over. V takers & Cv 'e  «tore, corner of j ~ 
Wallace and Jackson street«.* '• 

i Calls wrli receive tromi t attçuùon. '  H. F. WHITE . President. OTHO KI.KMM . Cashier. 

LEW. t.. CALLA WAY., 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT J AW 

COUNTY ATTORNEY. 

FIRST • NATIONAL • BANK 
OP XJIX-X-OIT. 

A QUEER CAREER. 

Office in Court fIou»e 
VIRGINIA CITY, MONTANA. 

c . ' A .  M c N U L T Y ,  M .  D .  
Physician and Surgeon, 

. Diseases of the Eye, Ear. Nose, nn<l Throat 
; . a specialty. 

VIRGINIA CITY, • -  MONTANA. 

Office at residence, two doors above 
• Court House. 

j A General Banking and Exchange Business Transacted. 
Correspondence Solicited. 

Dave English Hu» Peen Many Vicissitndea 
as Horse Thief, Evancrllat and Itui-glar. 
Dave English, who was recently sent to 

the penitentiary at Chester, Ills., for a 
term of two years, has had a remarkable 
career as horse thief, evangelist and bur­
glar. His first, offense bad a tinge of ro­
mance in it, a girl, a horse and an Irate 
father figuring in it. In Missouri, about 
1879, Dave fell in love with a country 
maiden, and the affection was reciprocated. 
He was a good looker, a dashing sort of 
fellow, but a cruel parent objected and 

O R .  R .  L .  B R A D L E Y ,  
DENTIST 

Of Virginia City, will visit PönV, and 
Sheridan about tvery sixty days jriven 
dates will be noticed in the local column of 
the Madisonian. 
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J. H. MILLER, M. D. 

Physician and Surgeon, 
HHKKIDAK. HO.%1A.1I 

J A M E S  M .  H E R N D O N  
D E A L E R  I N  

FURNITURE' ' M 
WALL PAPER _«*_ 

J ̂  UNDERTAKER'S 
. . . GOODS 

V I R G I N I A  C I T Y  A N D  S H E R I D A N  

* 

Our undertaking department is located at Virginia C'ity. Coffins and under­
taking supplies always ready for shipment 

Calls, in city or country, will rece.'ve prompt 
tient ion. 

J; A. KNIGHT, 

Attorney at Law. 

Virginia City, Montana. 

J. E.CALLAWAY, 

UUriry aid < «trailer at Law, 
Office in Masonic Mock over- t ost offcee. 

Muret 1st. Irtfi. 

VIRGINIA CITY. MONTANA. 

ELLING, K NIGHT & BUFORD, 
MASONIC TKMl'LK 

Virginia City, Mont. 

Wholesale and 
Retail 
Dealers in HARDWARE 

I>A.VK KM.I.iSH. 
forbade the marriage, and the would be 
groom was not permitted to come on the 
premises. But one night Dave hied him-
«elf to the home of hi« affiauced, and, in 
addition to carrying off'the girl, a:hor*e 
belonging to the old gentleman was sad­
dled, and, riding double, the pair proceed­
ed, to a neighboring town and were made 
man and wKe. yhejt.flight,.was discover-
ett"t>itt-in»place«9 fofiowlagHien) up «ad 
giving them his bleesing and the horse the 
father got outa warrant for Dave for horse 
stealing, thmn fclfctinto Hnd landed 
hin» in the Jefferson City penitentiary for 
a term of two yea?«,.Ma wlfe securing a 
divorce at the next tana, of .court. 

Dave English WM next heard of in Jer­
sey oounty, Ills., in April, lb»8, where he 
broke into a honte to get no rue salt and 

CHARLES W MEAD, 

Assayér and Chemist. 
U. S. Dep. Mineral and County Surveyor 

Iron Steel, 

Nails 

TINWARE, 

Miners Tools. 
.. Iron Pipe, 

Wagon Timber. 

Tirgltftsmy, Kosians 

:r-• * •UktuNCAwrs 

ISfefc 
Established '» Colorado, 1W. Samples by mall or 

isprtM will rr .-el*« prompt ard careful attention. 
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COLUMBIA 

A N D  

STOVES. CROCKERY. 
Agents for 

[^HARTFORD 

Glassware, Lamps, Guns, Pistols and Ammunition. 


