THE KING OF ASFEANTI

A Monarch Who Is Unique In
Many Particulars.

HIS SAVAGE SWAY IS ABSOLUTE.

e Defies Great Britaln and Could Give
King Solomon Pointers on Matrimony,
A Pluog Hat Is His Crows, an Umbrella

! lh Royal Scepter.

Sololnon in all his glory wae not in it,
dtbor s a married man or a puissant
potentate, with the king of Ashanti, Of
all the astonishing kings of Africa or the
south sea islands this dusky monarch
stands pre-eminent. He has not only de-
fied fate by marrying 8,888 wives, but he

dd.ti the British government and
hnrled back her ultimatum in her face.
He is now awaiting the approach of the
English army and will try conclusions with
John Bull, as did his predeceuor. King
Eoffi Ealkirra, in 1874. The reeult, of
oourse, must be the nme as it was in that
memorable conflict, but the Ashantees are
flerce fighters, well armed, and it isx uo
light task that Lord Salisbury has under-
taken.

Prembi, the king of Ashanti, is the
absolute monarch of abont 8,000,000 sub-
Jects. They live in the hoart of the Afri-
oan forest, a few hundred miles back from
the Gold Coast. The king wears a gir- |
dle of dried grass around his hipsanda |
‘‘plug'’ hat. He owns no crown. but in |
some way has become possessed of a silk |
hat, which now does duty as an embleh \
of sovereignty. l

Another remarkable fact about this bar- |
barous king is that he has no throne. Heo |
bas, however, a solid gold stool, which |
does service as a throne. It takes four |
ablebodied slaves to tug this heavy Mml
sround.

But the greatest official emblem of royal |

authority is an umbrelln,  This tu.iu\xln
has a big bamboo handle and spukes of |
embossed gold.  On the end of each spoke |
is a human skull.  Nobody. not even the |
king himself, knows the significance of |
this strange scepter of majesty, but it hos |
descended to him from a long line of -
cestry.

King Prembi, among other things, hus
exactly 3,333 wives allowed him by law, |
Why this liberal figure was decided upon
his majesty docs not know,  Like the um- |
brella they came to him by inheritance. |
These helpmeots the king keeps in a vast |
bharem which is gunrded by seversl hun-
dred eunuchs. A large proportion of his|

KING PREMBI OF ASHANTL,

wives serve in menial capacities about the |
palace. The women folk of the common |
poopla, however, are surrounded by no |
such restrictions. !

If any man looks at one of Prembi's
8,888 wives, that man's name is Dennis, |
Some of these numerous wives of the king
of Ashantl are not worth looking at, it is
true, but the owner of any profane eyes
that even by accldent happencd to rest
upon them would be conducted to a shady
grove in the neighborhood of the town and
fail to return.

His majesty lives in a bigstone and na-
tive brick palace, the only struoture of the
kind in the kingdom. His royal highness
sleeps on the floor.

The king is several tlmes a nillionaire,
and it 15 believed that he has several bar- |
rels of gold dust and nuggets. Ashanti !
is rioh in gold,

Prombi is a bloodthirsty monarch, and |

‘he 13 In the halit of making human sacri-

fices on & wholesale soale. Whenever it |

*pleases hlmn to do 8o, he orders a few hun- |

subjects to be beheaded. Besldes this.
‘uﬂnt certain religlous ceremonles it Iul
customary to kill subjects. It is this prac-
tiee :whioh England wants the king to
stop. And It i to put an end to these bhu- i

aman sacrifices that the. British troops will |

make war on the king.

When one king dies, 2,000 people are
killed as a guard of honor to accompany !
bim to the other world. As many as 10,-
000 are reported to have been killed on
one occaslon in n single day.

Upon every natlonal Imlval it is also !
the custom for the king of Ashantl to |
offer human sacrifices. Peopleare believed
1o be killed almost every day at Kumassi, |

.the capital, and this kind of official mur- '

der is a regular thing.

The one thing which har always excited
the horror and amazement of travelers who
have penetrated this vountry is the Grove
of Skulls, where in countless numbers the
bones of victims of the king lie upon the
ground with the festering nnumu of those |
who have ly been di k

Here, where vultures .omd wnh hu-
man flesh pgroh upon the trees walting for |
the, new victims which many years bave
m them to look fur with certainty. is

aole presented the lke of vwhioh s
to seen. nowbere'vlss upon eurth.

This spot, whére executions bave taken
place from time immemeorial, le in.a amall

ve liack of the large market place at
umassl. The victimue are brongbt to
this place with thelr bhands securely tied
and they are made dumb by two knives
thrust crosswise through thelr cheeks.

| fully on a swanlike neck.

| nest porcelain,

| use of fanciful metaphors.

| term of two years, has had a remarkable

broke iuto a houge to get sonie salt and

The poor wretoheg are for a time tur- Matenes with which to prepare a reast
tured by being pinched, pricked with from a chicken which he bad purlcined.
swords and fired upon at short range with He spent 11 mom.hu and one day in the
blank cartridges. The powder from these P nt for this
oartridges enters the fleeh, causing exoru- | offense. Am-r lenvlng the prison he en-
oiating agony. l listed in the regular army, but it is said

Then the exeoutioners, who are ln‘:m that he did not fiuish his term of enlist-
tloally dressed, seize their huge swords, ! ment. The story goes that when he went
and flourishing them in the air lop off the east with his regiment his record became
heads of the victiius one nfter another. | known, and that, combined with general
Then they retire from the scene d d him to be drummed out
with blood from head # foot and leaving | —dishonorably discbarged.
the bodies lying where they fall. English returned to Illinols and married

As soon as the executioners retire the again, settling on Macoupin island, in
vultum swoop down from the troes above, | Greene county, where he spent a short time
and the ground is soon black with them. | In the county jail for stealing a hog.
At night the panthers come and slink | From Greene vounty he again drifted into
away satiatod before the dawn. The path- | Jmey county, where, In the winter of

way leading to this grove has been worn | 1889, he burglarized the house of his aunt
brond and deop through years of use, and —not procesds of the robbery, 50 cents —
1% 1s always ullpm with blood. . and was sentenced to the penmnthry for
-_— ﬂvo vears. He was dischiarged qn Christ-

A MODERN HEROINE mudny. 1863,
l During his last term of penal servitude
A Literal Portraiture From the Descrip- Dave Knglish professed religion and
tion Iz & Popular Novel. | showed signs of reformation. On his re-

As many readers of fiction have had turn to Jersey county he began to preach,
oause to complain, authors and artists often and as an evangelist his work was phe
work at croes purposes, and the novelist's ' nomenal. With agifted flow of language,
eloquent conception of the heroine's per- ' earnest and forolble, he drew crowds in
sonal attributes Js but falntly shadowed Jomy Greene, Pike, Calhoun—every-
forth in the artist's lines. To show how a ! where he went he drew crowds by the
heroine of romantic fiction actually looks thousands and muade converts by the hun-
our esteemed ocontemporary, The Path- dreds, and he was a recognized rival in
finder, handed to a realistic artist a chap- ' Christian work to Sam Jones. But he
ter from a popular novel with Instructions | went wrong—he fell from grace. He fell
to make & literal portrait of the heroine. in love with another mun's wife. She for-

Here are the eloquent words of the au- | got her marringe vows, lie forgot his duty.
thor from which the faithful portrait was | They fell and eloped together in a skiff
drawn: down the Missiseippi.

““Belinda was the falrest of earth's Dave next turned up nt Alton last win-
daughters. Her shapely head was molded | ter, seeking o night's sholter ot the puhu'
! in the form of a perfect oval, polsed grace- | | station—Uroke, dirty and forlorn, elai-
Her delfcate, | iDg 10 have heen robbed of skiff, clothing,
| shell-like ears looked fragile as the thin- woman and everything. Having laid down
Bible and hymn book, he went to burglar-
fzing again. Aided by pals, he went
throngh the postoffices ot Grafton, Rose-
dale and Newbern. His arrest resulted,
he peached on his pals and was et off
with a light sentence of two years. He is
now employed in the fourndey at the prison,
with leisure between his working hours to
review his past and again repent of the
error of his ways.
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' RAGAN & SOUTENAYD
Fhvsicians - anﬂ Snrp,ﬁnns

VIRGiNIa Giry, MONTANA.L

| OMee over Vickers & Oo's store,
Walléee ard Jackson stresis,”

. | Lalls wilirecsive promyt atisution.
Over her alabaster Tore- | s

head rested nn aurcole of golden locks that |
fell in a shower all adown her temples. |
Her brows were perfect arches and under- | ]

neath theni, like windows to her soul, | LEW, L. CALLAWAY,
shone eyes the brightest love e'er looked |
upon, & palr of stars gleaming forth, ro-

splendent. Her nose was her only com-

monplace festure—slightly retrousse, but [
redeemod o hundred times by the roses of |

hor cheeks. Her chin was a dimplud

peach; her lips, like twin cherries, opened

to revesl a row of teeth that had the |
semblance of o string of milk white |
pearls. What wonder then that, with all

A MODEKRN HEROINE,

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
COUNTY ATTORNETY.

ottice {n Court House
VIRGINIA C1TY, MONTANA.

, these varled eliarmins of face, she should 1 C A \I( [ I T&v \l

have had the ensy, confident galt of one |
that knew the irresistible power of her !
own beanty !

It artists genernlly were more literal,
perhaps authors would be less free in thelr

Physician and Burgeon,

| Diseases ot the Eve, Ear, Note, and Throat
.4 Epecinlty.

VirGixia Ciry, . -
Office at residence, two doors above
1 Court Houee.

MoNTaNaA,

A QUEEH CAREER.

Dave English llu Seen Many Vicissituades | =SSN s
as Horse Thief, Evangelist and Burglar. |
| -y
Dave English. who was recently sent to [ DI{ R. L. BRADLE \
I
|

the penitentiary at Chester, 1115, for a —  DENTIST —

career a8 horee thief, evangollst and bur- | 0 virginfa Cliy, will vizit Pooy. snd

,'nl:" {{i?‘ﬂm. o‘ﬂlwwbhmln "l"“‘ "" ':' Sheridan &bout every eixty daye yiven
nee in it, a girl, a horse and an irate . @ %

father figuring in it. In Missouri, about | dates will be noticed in the tocal sejusniel

1879, Dave feil in love with a country | the Madisonisn.

malden, and the affection was reciprocated. '

Heo was & guod looker, a dashing sort of |

fellow, l:m'- - cl.’.l‘tl'l parent ohjected and 'J. H. .\HLLER, M. D.

- -

Physician and Surgeen,

I
|
Isnr.nmul; - - .
|

] A, K\'IGHT
Attorney at Law.

'|V|rgxma Cnty. Montana.
J E. CALLAWAY

Attormey and (ounsellor at Law,

Office 'n Muasonic Veck over joet office.
March lst, lav2,

VIRGINIA CITY, MONTANA.

|
|

DAVE ENGLISH,

forbade the marriage, and the would be ' s y ~
groom aras not periuitted: to come on the CH ARLES W. MEA 1)1
premises. But ono night Dave hied him-
self to the heme of Lis affanced, and, in 4
addition 1 carrying off the girl, a horse A““" and Chemist.
bolonglng to the old gentleman was sad- | y o . Mi ount ;
dlod, and, viding foniis, the Bair proosed- u. 8 .Dep Mineral and County Surveyor
ed, to a neighboring town and were wade . i
men noyl wike. J'helr flightacas discoves- vmuunu;.loun.
‘e DUviDr pinceof fcflowing -them- up-and - g

giving them his blessing and the horse the :
father

him in the Jefferson City penitentiary for |
& ferm of two yests,Ma wife securing a
divorce at the naxs tarm of court..,

_Dave English was next heard of in Jer- "‘
sey county, Ills., in April, 1858, where he I pribpyeey iy Y

~

aute for :Dave for horse 'u '”""

|
ROrLer of |

HMOSTANA. |
Calls, ineity or country, will recelve prampt
tentivn.

—— ey —

M.MAILAND x x

‘ ...... DEALER IN ..

MEN'S BOOTS AND SHOES. LADIES EUTTON
eee BALMORALS AND WALKING
cee SHOES, MISSES FCOT WEAR

Boots and Shoes of all Sizes and Quality -
VTIRGIINIA CITY DLCITTAIT A

T HE PONY SALOON

GEG W, MLV, I'nup.louu\*

Corner of Wallace and Jackscn Streets

Yirginia Cityr, - Montana,

Keeps none but the fnest brands of foreign and Gomestic Wines, Liguors

and all kinds of Borttled Beer and Alost (00 1he cholenst seloeetion of fmported
and Domestic cigars, 1 Zecn the purest pomds obtainable.

:~'. T. HAUSER, t'resident. DL EpaeErToN, Viee-President
‘ “aLte

FIRST - NATIONAL BANK

| Of EIlclena., DMont.
OAPITAL ANDSURPLUS - - = - = 1,3)),)>)

A General Banking Business Tmnsacted.
s GEO. F, COPE, Cashier.

‘Banking House of Henry Elling,
Virginia City. Monlana

—

& Transacts o general banking basiness.  Deals in for-
. v

jeign and domestic exchange, state,
Collections lll'nxx.}vt}\' attended to,

county and ety bonds

and warrants,

‘B, F. WHITE, President. 0180 KLEMM, Cashier.

FIRST - NATIONAL - BANK

CE' PDIILILCOIN.
= - *__. —

'A General Banking and Exchange

('u)'}'ur]ulzulc-:.rv Solicited.

Jusiness Transacted,

JAMES M. HERNDON

|
’ DEALER IN
| FURNITURE
WALL PAPER ane
UNDERTAKER’'S

. . . GOODS

IRGINIACITY AND SHERIDAN........

«ate

AL
AN

| Qur undertakine depariment is jocated at Virginia City. Coftine and under-
i taking supplies alwaye resdy for ebipment

F NG, K NigHT & Burorb.

MASONIC TEMPLLE

|-

Virginia City, Mont.
Wholesale and

™ HARDW ARE.

Tron Steel,

|
' ron Pipe,

"\“lll:!" Tmlls.

Nails Wagon Timber,

TINWARE, STOVES. CROCKERY.

Agents for

GOLUMEIA [KJARTFORD
AND i
BICYCLES
Glassware, Lamps, Guns, Pistols and Ammunition,




