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SOME MINING MATTERS

OF LOCAL AND GENERAL|
INTEREST.

The Stelke Near Gaylord s Al
Right Something Abont the Operntion

of

New
the Geold Dredging CUompany at
Bannurk Some State mining News,
There 15 no fletion in the report of
the recent big strike near CGaylord.
Charles IPruitt, one of the original
owners of the Mayflower, was in the
vity Saturday and corroborates the re-
port, The Praitt family is basking in|
the golden gleams of a lueky star as|
one of the owners of the new

is a relative of Mv. Pruitt.
Commisgioner Jake Crisman avvived
from Whitehall Monday. [le had a|
talk with one of the owaers of the|
property who fuformed him that the|

|
property |

first shipment of elght tons, taken |

across the vein, averaged $105 1o the |
ton.

J. C. Sloss, who will have the man-
agement of the vorking of the German
Bar property under the new  company,
arrvived from Boolder a few  days ago.
He {8 making contracts for wood and
lumber and other supplies and will do
some preliminary work after the holi-
days.

Alder guleh miners huve taken a
keen interest fo'the operptions of the
Gold Dredging oompany at- Bannack
ener since the company began  work,
sealizing that the suceessful operation
of the Bannaek plant wonld mean, pos-
sibly, the erection of a similar plant in
Alder guleh sometime in the future,
The following account, taken from the
Butte Miner, of the doings of the Ban-
nuck company, will be read with in-
terest:

Herman J. Reiling, president and
munager of the Gold Dredging com-
pany, of Bannack left the city yester-
day for Chicago, where he will spend
the winter. Inthe spring Mr. Reil-
ing will again resume operations on
Grasshopper ereck, from which he is
teking out large quantities of goll.
The Gold Dredging Company has spent
over $200,000 on the plant at Bannack
and for the first time the work has been
snccessful during the past summer, A
satisfactory clean-up from the creck
bottom has been made for the sum-
mer’s work, and next summer,” Mr.
Reiling says, the entire amount spent
on the plant including all the money
needed in its operation will be rveturn-
ed to its stockholders in profits.

Bannack in Beaverhead county was
the original gold field of Montana and
it was not until about $30,000,000 had
been taken from the placers in 1862 and
for several years alter, that the famous
Alder gulch placers were discovered
aud worked. The placers were lo-
cated on* hoth banks of Grasshopper
creck and alter they were worked out
several ineffectual attempts were made
to work out the bed of the stream but
by ordinary methods this was found im-
possible from the fact that the had not
sufticient fall.

It was of course known that the ereek
bed was rich in gold but it was suppos-
that it could never be worked to ud-
vantage from the cause stated, In
May; 1895, Mr. Reiling conceived the
idea of a boat with an endless chain of
buckets working on a eable that would
bring up the gravel from bedrock. The
boat was constructed and 27 buckets at-
tached to the chain, The chain to
which the buckets are attached is 70
feet in length aud the buckets go dowun
45 feet deep from the end of the poat.
As each bucket reaches the bottom of
the creek it fills and the revolving
chain brings it around to the top where
theload, by an automatie arrangement
is dumped into a grizzley, A stream of
water is constantly playing on the
gravel as it is dumped und the smaller
gravel and loose gold falls through the
bars and is carried away through a
flume 150 feet long, being forced by a
centrifugal pump. The large boulders
after being washed are turned aside
and washed ashore.

Mr. Reiling has the apparatus cov-
ered by seven patents and it is said has
several other large contracts which he
will commence work on in Montana
next year.

The Zephyr is not able to get at the
facts from those interested in the pro-
verty, but the talk among the mining
class is that a splendid strike has been
made in the Gold Hill, & property two
miles from Gaylord, in which Messrs.
Cutler, Wilkinson and others are inter-
ested. Five feet of gold ore thut
averages ¥70 per ton is the reported
size of the new strike, Two feet of the
five furnishes ore that will run $100 per
ton, so the report goes. There are
several evidences that the reports are
well founded, one of which is the reti-

cence of the owners, If the ore runs
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one-hall what it is reported the mine is
a bonanza, situated as it is within two
wiles of a smelter,—WhitehalT Zephyr.

The Gold Dredging Company at Ban-
nack, eleaned ap $27,000, the result of
last months' work. The company
makes a monthly clean-up,

Dr. M. A, Miller will have his ore
from the Midnight mine at Argenta,
treated by the clerie cyanide process.

Rumor says that J. 1. DeLamar is
concluding a sale of his Nevada and

Utah mines in Eagland for  $5,000,000.
These properties are now  producing
about 2,000,000 per year.

There is considerauble aetivity in the
Okanogan country, Waushington, at
present,  The Palmer wountain tunnel
is expected to demonstrate whether or
not the ledges continue with depth.

The deepest vertical shaft in Colora-
dois on the Gyser, at Silver CHfT, Tt
is a threee compartnemt and is 2305 feet
It isnow going for 2500. The
largest hoisting plant in the state is on
this mine, - Tndustey.

deep.

Tue last theee payments on  the
P'rizo mine, Deer Lodge county, which
was sold sometime ago by the Murray
brothera to Tewin €L Stump and others,
was made pecently, und the property is
in the hands of the new owners, The
purchase price was 54000, This is a
mine that was offerad in London a few
months sinee for £150.00, or rather
shares were offered ut that vate in a
company formed to purchase and oper-
ate it.  Of this sum, £120,000 was to go
to the veadors and £20,000 for working
capital. '

Fditor H, L, Hughes of the Basin
Progress states that there is considera-
ble aetivity around Basin. The Hope
mine is now in the hands of & new com-
pany, and is being put in shape for the
resumption of work there with a full
force. The Tva May is also being
worked by a complete erew. More
than the usual amount of representa-
tion and development of prospeets is be-
ing done around the camp. The future
for Basin is much brighter now than
in several months,

The Miner's PProtective association
of Tuolumne county, Cal., offers o
standing reward of $150 for evidence
that shall lead to the convietion of any
person for stealing gold dust, amalgam
or quick silver from any mining claim,
tunnel, siuice, under-current, rifille-box
or sulphuret machine, the property
of any member-of said association, and
u reward of 350 for evidence that shall
lead to the convietion of any person for
stealing from any mining claim  bhe-
longing to any member ¢f the associa-
tion tools of a valve of under $50,

Under the laws of Russia all gold
and silver minad must be registered
and taken to the imperinl mint, which
has agencies established for conven-
ience in collecting,  'I'he mines are
the property of the crown, and a cer-
tain percentage goes to the imperial
treasury, The result of this is that
more or less is concealed: yet the pro-
duction last year was placed st kM-
000,000, Tn most of the rich distriews the
methods  employed are very erude.
To remedy this a number of experts
have been called upon from California
and other places to go therve of late.

According to a late estimate in fhe
Alaska Mining record, the output of
wold in Alaska this yvear will be over
60 per cent, larger than lust year, when
it wits about $3,000,000.  The total for
this year is placed at $L,670,000, of
which $2,855,000 comes from quartz
mines and 2,450,000 from  placers.
While these estimates are probably
rather high, there can be no doubt that
there has been a large inerease over
last year's output and that a further
increase will be noted next year. Not
only are a number of lurge, new quartz
mines being made productive, but the
placers will no doubts b worked more
systematically and Intelligently, Of
the Jarge number of veople who went
to Aluska last spring many will not go
again.  Their absence will not be a
drawback. Ofthose who will go up
in the spring, there is every indication
that a larger proportion will be intelli-
went miners, prepared by experience
and equipment for good work.

The old adage that *distance lends
enchantment to the view,” was never
more strongly verilied than during the
past year in the mining districts of
Montana, While hundrads of vietims
who have been deluded into joining in
the rush for the south African or Alas-
kan gold fields ave retuening disgusted.
The men who remained have pushed
out over their own state and have been
rewarded, according to the Inter-Moun-
tain, There is the Maytiower mine
near Whitehall for instance. For
years 't was passed by by sprospoctors
who kicked the valuable ore from be-
neath their feet without giving it a
thought. Yet it remained for a man

of Toys and

TO O

EVERAL thousand dollars
nts varying from $2.00 wp. Tl ) :
a handsome one and we

sertbers, in amou

paid by the first of the yea
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who had little or no knowledge of the

art of prospecting or mining 1o dis-
coverit. Tt passed into the hands of o
rich man who will probably get wmil-
lions out ot it, yet the queation
mains: How many properties of & like
naturve ave there in the state? Pros-
pecting in Montana is comparatively
easy: the towns for the purchasc of sup-
plies are not fav apart and both trans
portation and supplies are cheap.  Yet
hundreds of men arc allured to far
away countries where the dangers are
greater and the possibilities of finding
a mine not one-hall as great. Luck
plays no more part in the business of
prospecting than it does in anything
else, Tt islabor that counts and it
the men who will push out Into the re-
mote distriets of the state and oxercise
their brain and muscle who will be the
millionaires of the fture,

re-

is

An English corporation known as the
London Exploration company,
bought a controlling interest in
Helena and Frisco mine, which was
theproperty of A, M. Holter, 5. 1.
Houser and other Helena business moen.
The sale was consummated Sunday.

has
the

W.JI. Chalmers of Chicago, president of |
who |

the Fdaser & Chalmers company,
had been working on the deal for scv-
ernl months with Hamilton Smith,
agent for the Exploration compuny,
was present and closed the deal for the
purchasers. George McDonuld, of Gem,
Idaho, was in Helena while the deal
was being consummated, and it is un-
derstood that he will continue as
ager of the property.

Itis reported that the Exploeation
company has vast interesti in south Af-
rica, Mexico, and California. The
leading financiers in the company are
the Rothchilds, and Werner, Deit &
Co., the latter being under contract to

buy one-half of the yearly output of the | ¢4
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Some Dillon Matters

Kimberly diamond mines of south At- | tion of afficars sl Moan

rica, The English company acquires
51-100 of the stock of the Helenn and
Frisco,
en, but it is considered to be in
neighborhood of hall a million.
clalmed that the property paid
300,000 in dividends this yeur,
the terms of the deal, it is understond,
Is that the head ottice remains in Hoje-
na, and that Helena men remain
tically in control.

the
It i<
nearly

rase

In referring to minins matters in the

Lump Guleh distriet the Claney Miner |

says: Aside from the Muskegoa deal
which was made this week, theve have
been no transactions in this mineral
field during the past weeck worthy of
special note.  Perhaps the leading
reason for this is in the fact that the
weather has been excoedingly sovere,
even for this latitude, at this time of
year. A deal of considerable hmpor-
tance failed of completion at the New
Stake mine; though it may be con-
summated later. The Badger made o
shipment of one varload of selected ore,
loading at Alhambra, and the King
Soloman one carload, loade] at Claney.
There are rumors of several important
mining deals in this Immediate vicin-

ity, though not as yet far epough ud-
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