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The  Democratic
their own calculations, show that to
gain the 239 votes mnecessary Lo - a
choice they would have to secure 88
voles in-addition to the “Solid South,”
whereas the Republicans require
only 15 votes in addirion to the cor-
tain  Republican States enumerated
above. New York is not necessary
to Republican suceess, but it alone
would insure the election pf Roose-
velt and Fairbanks. So would Indiana
alone, so would New Jersey and Dela-
ware together, or any other combina-
tion of the alleged uncertain States
agzregating 15 votes,

Forlorn Chance.

The Democratis, on the other hand,
must carry New York, New
Jersey, Indiana, Maryland, West Vir:
ginia and two others, provided one
of them is Colorado, and three others
if Colorado goes Republican.

The most sanguine interpretation
of the reports received at National
Democeratic headguarters offers not
the slightest ground for believing that
any such Democratic landslide is pos-
sible. In fact, it is admitted that
there i5 no hope of preventing Roose-
velt and Fairbanks from securing the
15 votes, in addition to the certainly
Republican States enumerated, and
Chairman Cowherd has been advised
that the Parker machine stands ready
to co-operate- with him in any plan
that promises to curtail the extent of
the approaching Democratic disaster,
and incidentally, to head off the irre-
presgsible “Peerless Leader.”
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ROOSEVELT BETS 7
FIND FEW TAKERS.

$1,000 Is Wagered, However, He Wili
Not Have 20,000 Plurality In
New York.

NEW YOREK, Oct. 15.—Upward of
$10,000 was offered in Wall streat ves.
terday on Roosevelt, but there was 1it-
tle. Parker money in sight and the
odds offered were not inviting. D. C.
Moore bet $1,000 even with S. G.
Good that Roosevelt would not have
20,000 plurality in New York State.
Bunnell & Buchanan offered #1,000 to
$700 that Roosevelt will carry New
York, and Allen, McGraw & Co. want-
ed to place a bet of $1.000 to 3750
that Roosevelt will ecarry th2 State,
but meither bet was taken. IMred H.
Brooks, bet $2,000 on Herrick against
$1,600 on Higgins, the latter amoun®
being taken by Wren Bros. An offor
of $500 to $300 that New Jersey will
go Republican was not covered.

Charles H. Marshall, of No. 2 Wa'l
sireet, was unable to place two com-
Lmissions of $2,000 to $1,500 tha:
Roosevelt will earry New York Statco
and $1,000 that his. plurality in the
State will exceed 20,000 votes.

Visit our department of zranite, tin,
galvanized, aluminum and queensware
and kitchen utensils on second floor

will find these lines complete and
prices low. J. L. Hall's Hardware
Store. x

No fake, but the truth. Men's
Suits and Banister Shoes, less than
the manufacturer can now make them
for, now on sale at C. F. Randa.ll &
Co. 2 o

We are agents for Oliver Chilled

and Syracuse plows. J. L. Hall’s
 Hardware Store. - | : j
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in Jacobs-Hutchinson block, and -you

| WILL BRING SET FORTH.
CLEARLY AND DISTINCT-
 LY—VOTERS, READ
e -THIS.- g

r‘rom the Parkersburg smte .Tourna.l_]
“ The twenty-one: tax laws passed ‘at
thu special session of the Legislature.

distributed. ]
edpages and as they appertain to the.

anl disbursement of revenue, are of
the utmost’ importance and far reach-
ing in their effect. They ‘mark a de-
clled step forward toward a fairer
anl more just system of assessment
anl lower rates of taxation and their
merits need only to be fairly consid-
ered and fully understood to meet with
ganeral approvul A
What the Acts Are In Brlef.

rate from thirty-five cents to five cen’t{a’
on the hundred dollars by 1907; in-
crease certain license izxes and create
ney. ones, thereby raising a. large
amount of new revenue for the State
from these sourees; reduce the max-
imim county levy to sixty cents in-
stend of the present limit of ninety-five
cents: limit thé maximum levy  for
the regular school “huilding fund” to
twenty cents instead of forty: making
a total reduction of £5 cents in a total
of $1.70 or ONE-HALF; prohibit un-
aulhorized expenditures by any offi-
cor of the Siate, county courts or,
pourds of education; require the coun-
ties having special Criminal Courts to
pay the salaries of the Judges: pro-
vide for a Tax Commissioner, who be-
comes the head of the tax assessment
syslem of the State: create a
system of assessor and assessments,
much of which in regard to the duties
of the assessors goes into effect in
190: provide for a re-assessment of
allthe real estate of the State in 1905,
under the direction of the Tax Com-
misioner, by commissioners appoint-
ad by him, the valuation bemg subject
.to eview and correction by the County
Cowrts and by the State’ Board of
Pullic Works, as an equalization
board ;. male the first tax levies in the
new values or appraisement of real
estite apply in 1906; provide for as-
sessments of pipe lines, telegraph lines,
telephone lines, car lines, railroads,
ete, annually by the Board of Public
Works, requiring complete and accu-
rate sworn returns of the true and ac-
tual values of the property from these
corporations; increase and perfect the
colliteral inheritance tax; charge the
meliod of conveying prisoners to the
penltentiary, saving thousands of dol-
lars annually: fix the fees to be
charged, adding new ones an aising
oldones in the offices of Secretary of
Stale and Auditor, which are to go to
the State hereafter as new revenue;
reqiire that the regularly elected as-
sesiors of the counties beginning in
1909, shall thereafter annually assess
the real estate as well as all other
the special re-assessment of
real estate of 1905 holding until that
time; provide that corporate and all
other property shall be returned for
taxition at its true or actual value;
require counties to pay $50.00 a year
toward the eduecation and support of
thelr reform school inmates and those
in the W. Va. Asylum (formerly called
the Home for Incurables); and a num-
ber of minor matters of more or less
impirtance.

The general scope of these bills is
to perfect the taxation assessment sys-
tem and give it a head and fo cause
all property to be valued as the consti-
tution contemplates; at its real value,
in order that there may be (1)uniform-
ity and honesty in valuations of similar
property: that (2) the rates of loeal
taxation be greatly reduced; that (3)
direet State taxes may be wiped out
as far as possible, and the needed
State revenues raised otherwise.

Our present system of unequal and
low values with high taxes is fatally
defestive. The object of the new laws
is to put corporate and all property on
the sanme equal footing, to assess all
projerty at its value, equally and unl-
formly, and then to reduece State, coun-
ty and municipal taxes.

Itwill take no more money to run
local and State governments under one
systin than another. A full tax wval-
uation therefore means low taxes. The
lkeynote of the bills is “fairer wvalua-
tions and lower taxation.” With lower
taxalion invisible personal property
willmore largely appear on the tax du-
plieaites. The State revenues are to
be rmised from license and privilege
taxes, inheritance taxes, etc.

A study of the bills in detail will
givea clearer idea of their scope and
valup. /

General License Act.

Tle general license law '(chapte;
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capac;ty up to'.sﬁ 000.00 tax for a brew—\
And ;
as in the case of distilleries, this sell-
: ing t.ax applie -to brewerias, whether |
‘|located in or out of this State.

ery of 100, 000' barrels capacuy-

The revenue- fea.ture -of the 'bill’ is
very a.ttractive.
license taxes deriveﬂ from breweries
and dsttlleﬂes have been less than
35,000.00. It is estlmated that' they
will under this act reach fully $100,-
000.00- The ‘stock’ brokers’ license
is $50.00 ‘and for cond.uctlng a bucket
shop $500 00; fm' sale of tobacco in
any form, other than cigarettes, $5.00;
with cigarettes $10.00; junk dealers
will have to pay $25.$%; to sell trading
stamps the tax is '$500.00; to main-
tain or occupy a houseboat $10. 00; to
maintain ‘a slot machine, other than
eambling devices, $5.00; to sell at
pistols,
shots, ete., $300.00  and at retail
$100.00: pawn brokers $100.00.

There are many other license taxes.
The new license taxes are incinded
among those enumerated above.+ The
law it is believed will raise in new rev-
enue as much momney as a 12 or 15
cent direct tax levy would raise. (Oth-
er laws raise additional new- rev-
enues.) '

State Taxes Reduced.

The important feature of this act,
however, is the fact that it reduces
our present direct State taxes of 25
cents on the $100 by eleven cents in
1905, and an additional eleven cents
in 1906 and an additional eight cents
in 1907, leaving only a direct State tax
of five cents after 1907, which shall be
devoted to the public schools. It will
thus He seen that the Legislature has
provided for wiping out six-sevenths of
the direct taxes of the State inside of
the next three years. This of itself is
a magnificent achievement.

The proposed constitutional amend-
ment, perniitting the total aboliton of
all direct State taxes, was defeated by
the Democrats, including Senator
CORNWELL, the Democratic candi-
date for governor. Thls measure re-
quired a two-thirds vote, and as the
‘Republicans did not command a major-
ity of the House they were unable to
pass it over the solid Democratic oppo-

sition. Every Republican in the Legis-

lature voted for the measure, and they:

were unanimeous, apparently, in their
desire to eventually abolish all State
taxes. Not bheing able to do this the
Legislature did the next best thing.
After 1906 the State taxes are only
five cents which is to be devoted ex-

elusively for the State school purposes:

until such time as the constitution

is amended and thus permit all direct

State taxes to be abolished. .
Assessment of Taxes.

The act (chapter four) relating to
the assessment of taxes and also to
create the office of Tax Commissioner,
is the longest, as well as the most im-
portant ome. ' It occupies sixty-six
pages and revises the entire system
of laws in regard to the assessment of
taxes. It provides for a better system
of assessors and assessments. The
office of Tax Commissioner, which is
created,
step and creates for the first time in
the State's history a head to the tax
levying and tax collecting system of
the State. This office is destined to be
one of the most important offices in
the State, and will amply justify the
wisdom of the Legislature in creating
it. The appointment of the Tax Com-
missioner is by the governor for six
vears, and he is jineligible to reap-
pointment.

All praperty, real and personal, must
hereafter be assessed at its actual
value. After 1909 the real estate shall
be assessed annually by the county
assessor. The assessor collects the
poll or capitation tax. He is supnposed
to do this at the time he obtains the
list from the taxpayer. He has the
same right to distrain for this tax that
the sheriff has. In case the assessor
does mnot collect it and the sheriff
should subsequently collect it, the as-
sessor must pay a commission to the
sherifl for so doing. It is estimated
that the State will derive from this
fund alone from forty to sixty thou-
sand dollars in excess of what it has
collected. Railroad, ecar

companies will be assessed at their
actual value by the Board of Public
Works, to whichh they must make their
return hereafter. (Only railroads have
reported hitherto.) Danks are required
to return for taxation  their eapital
stock, surplus and undivided profits,
after deducting real estate and such
other exemptions as may be author-
ized by law; or they may elect to
have the shares of stock assessed to

Heretotore the total
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SOUTH SIDE PHARMACY.

NOTICE

If you see a nlce l.oking
couple driving —around with a8
good aty]iish .horse, elegant harness,
nobby run-a-bout, carriage or ' trap,
with nice clean robes, and everything
to match, you can wager ten to one it
was hired from the Jackson Livery
Barn, as we put out only that kind.
FRED S. JACKSON, Manager. Gpen
day and night. x

We carry a complete line,K of wood,
iron, and Cincinnati bucket pumps.
J. L. Hall's Hardware Store. x
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