
|j
I

lin £ F i

* mMknrii^mlT enee^U

Iitlment uppermost !:
searts of most men,
meet and exchangs
SB with' the members
Ion. It was. Indeed
d and thoughtful It
to Invite me to meet

I ad talk to you on this annlver
cession;, and, from the bottom
atetnl heart, I thank you for It
»pt your very kind and coup
Invitation witif great pleasure
s 1 desired to renew old friendindmake, new acquaintances
tho members of the West VIr
3ar. Such an Invitation from
body of men,-whoso aim Is to
ce the science of Jurisprupromotereform In the law; faUieadministration of justice;
Integrity. honor and courtesy,
ixtllfvBfd onnllnl {ninrnnuvon

omens members of tho bar, I esteem
a great distinction and honor. I assureyou, gentlemen, I appreciate and

| prize It much more than I am able to

Bspilphe's In'-words. 'This occasion, and
& -my connection with It, will always be

jStime of the very; brightest memories of
my entire lire.

t understantl t have been enticed
-yvlthln your jurisdiction, to answer a

charge made against me In connection
g^twltb tho formation of this Association.

jjs^S. have been, told spme body charges
-me with being tho father of this AsfV-sociatton.This la a serioas charge.
-Permit me to say, Mr. President, In

I that period In lite when men aro dls
posedto avoid trouble of all klndB. I

am not so combative, and dp not like
."a scrap" so. much as I did In days
gone by. Hence, to this grave charge,
J {shall simply enter the plea of Nolo
idohtendere, Ueie l am, completely In
yoUCpower, and you may render such
'a verdict in the case as the law and
^the facts Be'eri to Justify.

President although I have the
right to testify In my own behalf, I
shall not say a great deal concerning
my connection with the formation of
this Aasociatlon. Truth, however, requiresme to. confess, that 1 did have

SSttKtumlbre part iu the transaction. I

gBjnow, and never Have been,
^|£:ksbtimed of what I did towards the or:inidation of this Association. On the

f liave always been exceeaBp:iugly proud or It, and "if that be trca<ir.. i:ake the most of It." I am ready
accept all the responsibilities and

^.c.^nreQuehces resulting from my con'Jn.this regard. I will go a step
^p'^Vurtbfel*,-..and ray. that I have always
^^Tegnjded the acts I committed In prorat^h^t.ho formation of this Assoclathemosi commendable In my

jjfeuMr. President: If I nm guilty, "there
are-others." If my memory is not

fauit you. sir, should be

gffijfoitfefcred with the guilty crowd. And,
HH^e" la.my friend Mr. Wm. P. Hublamore guilty than both of

. us. There are not many of the old
crowd'..,.left. but it seems to me we

^^Ttaiiyyall T«e punished alike. So Tar

jRfeS&^.a^able to see, there is very lit
^X-ytfto'dlS^ehce' in -oar guilt. When this

WBS termed. a Htle ovei

A twenty 3"CUT, nt?o, tliecc were few In.w
Kf':. 'yors.'.W AWs, Stat'c who hoped or ov

®> pooled It to Il'-v to celebrate Its 20th
Kbr' bit inday. "When I first mentioned the
23e subject to Boinn of my lawyer friends
Kb-' "I confess. X.met with but Ssligit en

conrSTTOinent. Various reasons were as

.igncd why such on'assoclntlon-conic
I'. inoi.Tbe organised, and If organized

:-«ouid not: beStnstalned, In this Stale

^?ojr)hil<n>l fdellng and prejudices ,worc

J^^d prWent tlhe fbrmotlon of aucl

tlon of such a body of lawyers wouli
fend, Jargoly, to Increase the then ei
intlng prejudices';' among laymei
against lawyers; that such an organl
station would result In harm to law
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^ wns another objection urged; and thl

latter objection I regarded as mor

serious than any other. Many of yo
remember, of course, the lack of rai

l roads and other transportation facil
ties in the State at that time, and hoi
very difficult, expensive and inconvei
ienl it was to travel from point t

3 point In the Siate. A great man

members of the Bar with whom I con

1 municated, on the subject, insiste
3 that the lawyers of the State woul
1 not undergo the expense and incor
f voniencc of travel to attend the mee

i ingB of the Association, and even i
' organized, it would go down for this re£

» son, if for no other. No doubt then
1 were otheT objections urged, but I re
- member theae as the ones most fre
queutly ur^ed.
When I was a citizen of this State

my homo was in the valley of th<
South Branch, and I still have a vivi<
recollection of the time and money i
required to make a trip from my bonu
to luu aeai ui kuvbiuuibuu lumciuu

I had myself some misgivings as ti
the success of the Association, on thli
score.

Those of us who desired the forma
tlon of this Association, fully real
izod and recognized the potency of al
the various objections urged against
It; but, the oppositions urgec
were more imaginary than real. Wc
thoroughly satisfied ourselves that wt
could "advance the science of juris
prudence" and 4 facilitate the admin
istration of justice" much better with
such an organization of lawyers, than
without it: that a& an organized body
with high aims and Ideas, the lawyers
of the State could greatly promote the
best interests of the public as well as

of the profession. So we persisted In
our efforts to form this Association.

I believe I communicated, either per
11..1... .nltl.nil ft.ll

lawyers In Hie State, and set forth to
them as best I could, the advantages
lc be derived from such an orgranizaticcnas this. I succeeded also in interestingseveral of the leading newspapermen of that day. They opened

! their columns to me and other friends
of the enterprise, and several strong
articles were published, favoring the
organization of the lawyers into such
an Association. Quite a favorable interestand sentiment was created in
this manner. In all this work I was

earnestly and ably assisted by brother
members of the bar in different sectionsof the State. Among others I re

call the names of Mr. Wm. P. Hubba.tr
and Col. Robert White, of Wheeling;
John J. Davie, Sr.. and Judge G. D
Camden, of Clarksburg; Charles J
Faulkner, Jr., of Martinsburg; Jolin A
Hutchenson, of Parkersburg, ami the
2Ui« judges uret-n, nityiuuuu, .lunuaui

and Armstrong. All the members ol
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the bar in the Circuit in which I lived
tendered efficient aid also.
Finally, we determined to call a

meeting of the members of the bar.
and make the atempt to form an Association.After careful consideration.

I we fixed on Grafton, as the most accessibleand convenient place to hold
our meeting. A call for a meeting of
members of the bar, signed by IS or 1!)

IS lawyers from different sections of the
,0 Slate, .was published in nearly every

u newspaper in the State. The day
j. named for ibis meeting was July Sth,
j. 1SSG. On that day there were present.
^ including the »ocai memoers or xne

j_ bar In Taylor county, fifty-nine lawQ
yers. Although It was, compnratlvev
ly speaking, a small meeting, still we

J. were greatly encouraged by reason of

^ the enthusiasm and determination
d manifested by ali those present. Li

^ waj» urged among us that day, that we
knew no such weird as fall, at least in

f this matter. Then and there, In the
Court-house, Tho West Virginia Bar

e Association was organized. Eighteen
of the counti.?3 in the State were rep^resentated In tl.at first meeting. Forty-threeof the lawyers present that
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flay became members of the Associa
tion, by complying with the provE-
sions of the Constitution then adopt-
ed, und I believe all the others sulwe- J1
queni.ly became members.

am quite sure all who were pres1ftK at. th«Q ltrst moetfriK enjoyed It,
and we returned to our respective,

[ 1 nir.es determined to leave nothing;

^:
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SESSHsB:
ganliatton of such an Association on

a ."'proper bads. There were' several
pretty Btrenuous political partisans
present that day; yet, not a word was

said by anybody about politics In any
form, I really do not believe any one

present even thought of politics tbat
day. We bad no difficulty whatever In
formulating and adopting a constitu-
Hon and by-laws lor the government
of the Association, to which, 1 think,
all fair-minded men could assent.

Before my "somewhat sndden exit
fmm the Srnte" fan Brother Wm. P.
Hubbard expressed It at your last
meeting) 1 bad the honor and at
that tune, X was tuily persuaded tile
West Virginia Bar Association had
been planted rpon 11rm and lasting
Joim dations, and w6uld live olnglon
iouudauou's, una woum live long utter

many of the "doubting Thomases"
were dead and perhaps forgotten.

This Association started off with
13 members, representing 18 of the
colmues.in the State.' It now has a

membership of over 300 representing
48 of the count! <?3 in the State. I think
we may well consider this quite a gratifyingsuccess. Mr. President, no memberof your Association rejoices more

sincerely over the success it has enjoyedthan I uo. Although this is the
tirst time, in many years, that I have
had the honor and pleasure of being
with you, I assurer you; that I hawe alwaysbeen with you in spirit. True
i iiava heen u citizen of "Maryland.
my Maryland" for quite a number of
years, but my heart has always been
in West Virginia. I have rejoiced
v/ith you In her wonderful' develops
ment, In her increasing wealth and influencein the family of American.
States. I trust her wealth and influencemay continue to expand; andi that
she may soon occupy a commanding
position in the Union In favor of goodi
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government i*»d "a square dcoT" be- *

tween nran auri man.

In tlie formation of, anil for the sue-
v

cess of tlife Association, I relied on
v

the intelligence, broad-mindedness g

anil patriotism of Iho West Virginia *

lawyers. I rojoice to know chat I was

not mistaken in'mjr estimate of them.

If I had"over-c.simtwed: them. wo would
not. be hero to-day celebrating the
20th- anniversary of the West Virginia
liar Association^

Mr. President: many changes have
occnrrcd during the twenty years existenceof (his: Association. The -world
hnf> never known or seen such tremendousstrides of advancement in all
rlie sciences, arts, commerce, nianufaceand general wealth. "With only
about a 20th of tlie world's inhabitants,this connrty has two-thirds
($11,000,000,000) of (lie world's bankingpower (capital, surplus, deposits
r.nd circulation.) Our ascendency in
this respect has boon acquired in the
two last, decades. Since 2800 the
world's banking1 strength has grown
i'»3 per cent., while that of the "United
s-iaieB nan expanueu mi pur utm., uuu

(hat of Now York City 200 per cent.
Of Hie $2,500,000,000 of weekly averageof the bank clearings of the 93
Cities which make reports, Now York
contributes two-thirds. New York's
Pank clearings average" 25 P-r cent,
in excess of London's.
None of (ho numerous evidences of

the increasing wealth of our country
are more striking than the growth of
bank deposits. Including-State and Nationalbanks. In l£9G the bank do.*; l a-
18S0 to 1900 there was a gain of 40
per cent.; in the next four years thero
was a gain of 38 per celt., and the
figures are 13.5 per cent, above last
year, and 180 per cent, above 1896. Of
the nine years increase $598,000,000 (

was in New England, $2,901,000,000 in c

the eastern States, $645,000,000 in tho E

South, $1,538,000,000 In the Kiddle
West, 4302,pOO,000 Jn the for west and I

>W,000,000, t

reacting proi/Iczna In popular government.
Now. Mr. Preslfieat and gentlemen;

Hi n over ji leal, and other changes
hat have occur^d since the formation
>r this body, remind us that we are all
lortal and mitst die. Many of our
ormer friends and brothers who were

t' JflJS
l-J'%

JOHN L.

A Member of Coma
11 .a'-i1.-,1 iisjua.J; .

iresent and participated in the organizationof this Association are nol
jere to-day. Thoy have finished their
ife's work find nave crossed the mysicriver into the sreat unknown ho?cmd.
Our dcpar'od brother.*; were all ron-i

duzen^, honorable gentlemen, good
nwjerB, nmi m ooin punuc ana pr,
/ate life endeavored faithfully "to upjoldintegrity honor and ceurtesy in
he legal profits.-Jon** and "to facilitate
ho administration of justice." Severilof these doceased brothers were

;ery near and dear personal friends of
nine. I miss them greatly. May
'they sleep In peace, anil wake in
oy."
Among those who were present

vhen this Assor*Cation was formed,
md who have since died, I recall the
.nines of Judges Jaines D. Armstrong,
>r Komney; f?. D_ Camden, of Clarks-,
>urg: J. Mnridmir Hagans, of Morgan-
"v.ji, unci a. naymonu, of Fairliont.Jnmbs Morrow. .Jr., of Fairnont;R. E. Fuse, of Morgan town: .7.
1. Ewing. of Wheeling; John A
lutclieson, c! PttrAerHburs"; A. I>. Parous.of St. (Forgo: Hon J. F. Martin,
f CJiafton, an<l r>n:i. L. Flourney, of
Charleston. Perb.spgj there.are others,
nit these aronrr 7 now recall. All the
;ien J have- nnrrj'icr.ed worn earnest
fiends of this organization and the
rindpies 'anil purposes for which it
ras created tr* promote.
Mr. Rrcsiiiiajr and Gentlemen. Ir.

ay judgment, there Is much more aeessit y for t!>» continued existence of
his Association than there was for it:-:
rirmaiicn, twenty years ago. If you
fin bear w.ir.h me for a short time, t
rill eudw/o- in nry humble way. to
rfva yoi* my ivmons for amKing thin
latoniesrc. A 'dSsfinguI-.iicd cx-7JresI-
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lent of the Cited States Senate. In a

arefully prepared opinion recently
aid:
"The grave danger now. confror.tngthis Republic is the growing ;con-

ct'.iratlona to Itrfs sorenunent; anil
to tho genera) public prelt&re, that
they seem Indifferent us to what la
oolng on all aroun-l them, so Ions as
t'.ojr do not feel the effects there of dl- j
ircly. The American people are accustomedto look on oar form of gov-
pinment as * natural condition. That

(
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litt-e on Banquet >

t
our government is mortal and can die I
is a thought utterly foreign to the V.
average American citizen, and they'll J
ieli you it is folly even to discuss a

the subject.. History does not, howover,encourage this cheerful view t

f the situation. Perhaps this Is the «"

ject Republic that ever existed; but, 1
U is not the first nor the oldest. u

Mr. President: v.e may count our 1

wealth as the saods of the sea, and
jur Captains of Industry", and "High u

financiers'* by the hundreds of thou- ^

sands; the domes of our capitals and *

the spires of our churches may pierce 11

the clouds and glitter among the a

stars; but,, unless these people are f-'

welded together by those high prim "

c Ipies of law and mortality which 1

form the foundations of enlightened
citizenship, alL must and Purely will p

crumble away into ntter ruin and de- ^

cay. External grandeur counts for
nothing,, if there be no civic virtue
r.nd aggressive patriotism in the people."The reign of the law is the fc

rule o£ the people." When the laws c

wicked. anu corrupt men feast a

nil*: Inttsa at the public .expense. Un- |J

*ior such. conditions the public con- .

:deuce is arl'cp, and the laws be-
^

ccmcs. mere ivterchandise on the markc
ot. Then the Republic is In danger. ^

I:i closing the speaker said:
c

y.-. President end gentlemen: I
^

nrv% humbly ask your pardon for
having tresspassed upon your time Tf
and pnticnco 1 i feng. I thank you Cl
Tor the patient attention you have c
rirsji my poor effort to say something t(
a Inter Oat you. Permit me again ^
.>nd again, to thank you for your kind- B
r.csB to or..l consideration of me; and ,,

most r 'ncerely do I wish you all a ,,

r-.ny and prosperous new year. "God r,
be with ycu till we meet apain." d
. ii
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Fairmont theatre-goers are fortunate fc
In having "San Toy'* during the Yule- ti
tide, as It fa one of the very best, at- ui

t,-nctlons en loyr.
'

ui

p,

*1

nttons of thlna*t.aDd the other la the

r'ueh things stand to each other.
vhal Is It but common sense mngclomraon

senso Is always a *tft of naan

confer an honest degree In corti- '-J
ion sense, let me know.-I warn lo

end my boy there. It can't be done.;d
f he was born with It the school will
ive It breadth, and power. If ho was

lorn without It the school will only
make tbo deficiency conspicuous. Tho

Spaniards have a proverb, "A fool Is
never a great fool nntSl he knows 'ij
Latin." We- have all seen lawyers
who would have been stronger if they v
iad lelled more on their reason am!
'.as on their reading. Even on the - >j

1. > i.n.... ." '-'a'n men whn would tS
Cave been better Judges If they.had.;?!
leen poorer lawyers. When all f* ial.dJ'J
t Is mother-wit that runs the world. h|
I'robably yon laughed awhile ago,
t illd, over that etory In the Law Reviewconcerning a baans jurist
as lording a llrtlo brook in. his chaise j';"

ind trying to wet the dry wheels; by.fi
baching again and again. Into" thh ;'J
"ream, and llndlng that each time
16 wet only the same part of the cbfViijM
nitnfercnce. An old darkey observagbis efforts ventured to help him hy ;'j
anting the wheel tound and round
he water until the folloo and spokes - \
vcre all wee. "I never thought of.vlSS
l»i," said the absent-minded fudge.
de must havo been greatiy consoled
ly the reply- "Oh, well, Bome folks S
itst nat'lly lias iao" sense than others, S

How often we havo occasion to 'w'.vjsj
urn to that profound saying of Baon,"Books teach not their own ate-, .iwjji
jut that Is n wisdom without, them
ind above theai won by observation,'
t was common sense that made the I
aw, and It com ivon sense that muse

pply It. In tne war between our
itales a Massachusetts regiment was
o be transported by train. The loconotlvehad broken down. Is there,'jl
r,y man hero tLut knows how to mend

.
i

ills engine?" nuked the Colonel. A :,h
rivate stepped out of the ranks and ;
;atted the machine, saying, "I ought* :j
o; I made hot" That Is-what hap-l' i«
t,ul,An thn rani 1 ;iWvn, nut l Sir. "el

ai.d to the low. Some of the best
tapers wore never admitted to the ;S3
.or. More than once I have Been con- :v;jS
ultcd by some country magistrate,
ome back-woods justice of the peace, S/B
onstable, or plain farmer, who has '

hown such a clear perception of the ,]
rhtclples, such a firm grasp of the sit-
ation, that I have felt like saying, ,;1
Why do you come to me for counsel? ,mS
l 's I that siioiilu loarn of you." Of .vjg
ouree, there are some questions that

'JfE
cpend for their solution upon techni-' ;
al lournlng, but they are not a large 'J
rorinrtinn. Fiarrinar these. 1 believe ' fll
Is possible to state any correct judg

innf in terms that will satisfy the

pxmnon mind, x always distrust a'de*.:J-vg
Isiou. that cannot be made intelligible £
.» the ordinary understanding. \£hon
larshall was delivering one of bla ijSS
uhtle, f&rreaching opinions a polltialopponent whispered to his
m. "It's wrong, all wrong." "Yet,"
leplied his colleague, "but the man^
ees not live that can point out whereait is wrong." I do not pretend to;^
ay that the criticism was just in. that
ls'-ance. I don't remember what the
istance was. But when that is 'tho V'i^^
repression left upon a fair and candid
iiind, a feeling that the argument may
e right, but that the result is wrong,
he probability is that the opinion 1$
rong. if it'Is not wrong there has.'>^
ecu a failure to put It on the tru
round. Lul.c Poland, of Vermont,
as one of tho best judges and
itors we ever had. A; friend
ot a lawyer, had been elected justice
f tho peace. The judge,said to him,
I will give you a little advice. Yp'u'Vii^^
111 got along well enough If you neve,r,"$S
ive any reason for your declsfpugi||l^H
ou are a pretty sensible fellow, and-^^m
ine times out of ten your.judgment,
ill be right, »,ut If you try to tell why,iechances are von willrahko woiir* Vv'.^M
elf ridiculous." The true texts
ioso that shine by their own Jtfghk&JS
he sound judgment has a way of ^us||SH
fylng itself oven to the'.mati;'iii
ireet. It is the business of learnin..'
> raaJco itself plain to the uniearh^^?-^
reatness con afford to be slmpie. And;^J}|
ie highest wisdom uses the
uguage. It is weakness and uncer^ .feS
linty that make refuge in obscurjb^.-
-.rases. Have I not read of some sorty lg
nsh that secures Its] cscapo from-fejjl

s onomy Ijy dUTusIng on Inky sub-
anco through the waterT DeadVOw^
:eat Judgments of Mansflelil, of Mar.. -t|
immend themselves to the unsophii &S
rated reason. Take one of Beit


