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19 an oventrul one In thenoionother-Bywaterscase. The corJury,after taking the testltMrs. Gaines, the sister of the
'Strother boys, :and of Mrs.
s, the widowed bride of an

mdered Its verdict. It found
that Bywaters came to his
om bullet wounds inflicted by
!. and Philip J. Strother, and
10 degree to the crime.
1 an hour afterward the testlispresented before Alden Bell,
if Culpeper, acting as maglshecase was submitted on the
already adduced, and the two

waiving further examination,
and over In bonds of 15,00(1
he January term of the grand

stlmony of Mrs. Gaines, sis(
Strother brothers, leaves litthatthe hoys will be acquit
they are brought to trial. Betestimonybegan sentiment
extent wan with Bywaters,

HSZRffiSgttuin she had nnianea ner aremat-recitalof events lending up to the

§§&« tragedy an immense change had heen

p-t:wrought. The trutfi and sincerity of

||fe .the', witness could not be questioned
|M;V; h> those who watched her as she told
Effivof-the cold, callous, heartless conduct

:-Of /Bywaters Immediately after his

|i;v matrtage. Tlje limpreskion here is
that her testimony alone amply vinp
dlcUtes her brothers, and that they

afe,' .will go clear after a quick trial.
Mrs. Gaines was the first witness

pg; -called. She was asked by the conorcr

to explain what happened at the homo
"her brothers the evening of the

jfe,V ^ tragedy. Mrs. Gaines said that when

jjp Rheiarrlved she was told by her broth ft-.-

"It is all over; they are married."

fit. "They Have Broken My Heart."
ts. She Went to her sister's room and
5" foua&jier alone and crying bitterly.

Mrm, By.ya.ters exclaimed:

"(jh'yi^ellle! Why did they make mo

H|v; marry him 7 They have broken my

Witness tried to comfort her sister,
K.<-' ."She said to Mrs. Bywaters:

ISmHiWilV.: vtnw that vnn orn iflimlpfl it

Iplil tie duty of your husband to remain
nt your side, and mine to go to my

.. "No one was In the house,' witness
br said, "except the two brothers, Mr.

Bywaters, his wife nnd myself. Mrs.
*.- Bywaters insisted on my remaining."

Continuing, the witness said that
she and Bywaters and the two brotherswere in the sitting-room when she
tbtd' him (Bywaters) that she could
not stay, and he said that he was

; -obliged to return to town and attend
to some business.
"My sister," witness continued,

"was then supposed to be in a dying
condition. He did not seem to regard
the condition of his wife of any consequence,speaking of going to tell his
mother of the marriage and of leavingthe house in a light rain. He was

insulting in his language and was furis

"J, said to him: "You are the lowest
V dog that-ever lived. You have taken

ray sister to Washington and had an
'

-operation performed in the cruelest
I; manner. I have stood by her two days

rand seen ;her go through pbysicial and
mental ajjbny for you, and now you
\vant to leave her In this condition
without any protection, and I prayed

> ihat the child might die and be spared
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sufch a life as sbe would have to live
with you.'
"He lauched at roe and sneered in

my face, About that time roy husband
said: 'Bywaters, I want to tell you
what I think of you. You have violatedevery obligation as ail Odd Fellow
and as a gentleman.'
"He said: 'Yes, I know It;.but

you and the Odd Fellows, What have
vou cot to-do with It?'

Forced to Marry Her.
"Bywaters then cursed them with

every vile epithet under Heaven. My
husband and two brothers heard hint,
and he made motions as if he would
like to throttle my husband, and my
brothers kopt him from striking my
husband. I saw he was determined to
force trouble on us, and I pulled my
husband from the room and then 1
went out on the front porch.

"I did not see anyone again until T
Went to the dining-room, where Jim
and Philip were. We talked about!
what hud happened. We just said he
would have to stay with her and nurse
her as a husband should. Those were

"he conditions they gave him when he
married her. We decided he should
stay. That was the condition under
which be had begged his life. Wo
wanted to conceal the fact that he
had heen forced to marry my sister.
"One of my brothers said he would

go upstairs and tell him that he was

not to leave the house that night. We
were then In the dining-room, and Ii
heard m.v sister's voice. I said 'Let us

go up stairs.' When I got up to the
head of the stops and could see Into
the room the man (Bywaters) was sittingby my sister's bed and she had
her arms around him, holding him. He
jerked away from her, and In trying
to get down the steps nearly pushc'd
mo over.

Boys Began Firing.
"My husband then pulled hint back.

The minute Edwin let him go ho dartedfor the window. As he went out
of the window the boys began tiring.
There were no shots fired In the
room."
Witness then said that certain

bloodstains on the floor were due to

he hemorrhage which her sister hao
during the tiny. Mrs. Galnos said the
shots were fired on Bywaters as he
went through the window. Her brothers.Jim and Phil, fired the shots.
Replying to a question, the witness

said that Bywaters had said he knew
nothing of her condition, and saw

nothing wrong. This was on Thursday.
Site told him iter sister was dying

as the result of an operation performedpnder his direction.
"He laughed." continued the witness,"and said: 'You can'f prove It.'

I told him I could prove It."
Mrs. Gaines and her sister, the widowof the slain man, both testified In

the afternoon.
Testimony of the Widow.

The most sensational development
nnnnssnd In Uto nffnrnnnn TVio mnrn.

ing was occupied with the testimony
of Mrs. Gaines, and as soon as she
was done the jury was driven out four
miles into the coumry, to the farm of
her husband, E. L. Gaines. Here, on a

sickbed, lay Mrs. B. P. Bywaters, the
young widow, who, propped up in bed,
gave her testimony In a clear voice,
shaken only with tears when she was

forced to speak of her dead husband's
tenderness and love toward her.
Mis. Gaines testified that the shooting

of Bywaters took place wholly
within his wife's bedroom at RotherTHIS
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we will be open and ready to
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FHE BYWATI
wood. Mrs. Bywatera avers that th
shooting /took place outside of he
room. This was the only lmportan
dtlference of evidence between th
two women.

Visits to Washington.
In her testimony, too, Mrs. Bywater

swore that, with her husband, sb
had made three trips to Washingtoi
to have criminal operations perform
ed. She had stopped at the Montrost
Hotel, registered tinder the name o

I'yson. The doctors who perforate'
the various operations were Dr. Leoi
anil Dr. Walters. The nrst operator
wus performed on October 1. It wai

unsuccessful, and In two weeks anoth
cr was tried. A third operation wai

trir .1 Just before Thanksgiving, an.

the last and fourth was performed ai

Dr. Leon's office.
From the result of these operations

Mrs. Bywaters nearly died, and It WO;
the fear of her sudden death here
hemorrhages that Impelled the glri's
brothers to Insist upon the Immediate
marriage for the sake of the girl's
honor and good name.

In Guise of Protector.
The testimony of Mrs. Gaines showedthat Bywaters was a cousin of the

Slrother family. It showed also that
the girls were left with their brother
Philip as their only protection, and
that llywaters came forward with
cousinly solicitude and wanted to

share the role of protector of the family.lit Oils guise and under this influencehe wronged Viola Strother, and

having got her consent to a criminal
operation for the purpose of hiding his

crime, he tried to get the girl to concealher Illness until it well-nigh proved
fatal to her.
When he tried to leave his bride,

who was then supposed to be dying,
he was shot by tlie girl's brothers.
Karly in the morning the Strcdhcv

brothers, who did the shooting, and

French, the big brother, who looks
[ill,# taffrloe doH.-diI In Inwn and at

ti acted much attention as they walkedthe streets. It had been said the
day before thnt Mrs. Bywaters. the
widowed bride, was so ill that her testimonycould not be taken before January12. but she could receive the visit
of the jury.

Micajah Woods Engaged.
The news made a stir In the town,

as it was hoped that this meant a

speedy termination of the case one

way of the other, and thus relieve Culpoperof some of the notoriety which,
however, it seemed to find not unpleasant.Early, too, It was announced that

the Bywaters family had retained to

assist the commonwealth's attorney
Capt. Mlcajah Woods, of Charlottesville,l he man who won fame by his
successful prosecution of Major McCue,who was bunged for the murder
of bis wife.
When Philip Strotlier appeared on

the street, in company with his brother,It was noticeable that he was

wounded. It was rumored that he had
received this In a struggle with his
sister's husband, hut Philip said, and

his tor.v wus borne out by others, that
his Injuries came from walking off a

bridge In the dark.
Later in the day It developed that

Jim Strother, who has been practicinglaw at Welsh, W. Va.. has been

mayor of that town for many years,
anJ only vacates the office next spring
to take the seat in the West Virgin's
Legislature, to which he was recently
elected.

it was 11 o'clock In the morning
when the crush of officials, lawyers
and newspaper men being so great.
the Inquest was shifted from the office
cf the coroner to the mayors omre.

Mrs. Gnlnes, in company with her
cousin, Mrs. George Williams, and her
husband, was waiting there. She at
once took the formal oath and began
her testimony, which, by direct and
crosB-examlnatloh, lasted three hours.

Mis. Gaines and those with her were

all r, essed In black, and the two womenwere heavily veiled. At Srst
Mrs. Gaines appeared a bit nervous,

but this soon passed off. She theil
thriw back her veil, and thereofter
told her story simply and with fine directness.The lawyers present agreed
that they had seldom seen a woman

on the stand with more poise or selfpossession.There were times when
the same questions were asked her at
intervals of over a half hour, and In
such cases her answers never varied,
and most of the time they were couchedin identical language.
Once or twice when the qustions

were on personal grounds or denlt
with subjects that are not usually dls.cussedin public Mrs. Williams put a

| protecting arm about the witness, but
always Mrs. Gaines threw it off, a

.trine Impatiently, and nerved herscll
for the ordeal.
Without particular.Incident the flow

ol testimony went on uninterruptedly
It was a deadly slow process; as the

I testimony, questions and answers
were taken down In long hand. Onlj

EftS TRAGEDY
b Ing iiir-re were no stenographers to be
r bail but girls,
t "Well, 1 wouldn't base objected to t
e lady," said lire. Gaines, looking about

It was the only sign she gave of feel
Ing at all uncomfortable In the mlrtbl

s of tne crowd of men. It was just al
e the point where she was testifying
3 that she was upbraiding Bywaters for
, leaving his wife In a dying condition
3 that the. door opened and Philip anil
f Jim Slrothor cnme In. They toon
1 seuts guletly where they could watch
i Ihelr sister's face.' A little later, when
i Cnpuun AVoods was cross-examining
: Mrs. Gaines and mentioned the name

of French Strother, when the witness
i had not done so, French Jumped to bis

feet and oald:
t "She didn't say nothing like that.-'

"tun't interfere, French," said hlo
counsel.

"Sit down," said the coroner, but
French, growling, stepped to the table
mil:' the Incident was explained. Then
he returned to his seat by his brother
Jim, nnd^Mrs, Gaines continued her
testimony.

Tried to Get Away.
Mrs. Bywaters in her testimony said

that after they were married Bywaterswent down stairs, and when he
came back they talked about sending
oiit announcement cards. Containing,she testified: "He said he had not
told bis mother, and that he bad to
go back and tell her, because she was

delicate and he would rather tell her
himself. Some one suggested that he
telephone, but he seemed more inclinedto go."

After some unlmportanti explanationsMrs. Bywaters said that her husband,who had been sitting beiide her,
started out of lier room down the back
stairs, just as her sister came up. As
he went down he met Mr. Gaines and
returned with him. Soon after that,
she said, the shooting took place.

Q. What passed between him and
your brothers just before the shootingwhile he was in the room?
A. I don't remember. I think they

had told him if he attempted to leave
that night they would shoot him'.

Q. When did he first get up and go
out of the room?

A. I had my arms around him, and
he Jerked away from me, and that is
the Inst I remember of him as he went
to the steps. Then he came back and-

' went out of the window, and I don't
remember after that.
Q. When. Mr. Gaines pushed him

hack In the room, did he stop any
time In there?

A. No. He went out of the window.

Treated Her Nicely.
Q. Was there any quarrel or rough

talk between Mr. Bywaters and your
brothers just beiore the shooting?

A. No: none that I heard.
Q. l:p to that lime had his manner

and treatment of you been affection-j
ate? j

A. He treated me very nicely. He
had been talking about the announcementcnrds. He hadn't treated me

coldly or anything.
Q. Up to the time of the shooting

had you any iden that your brothers
intended to kill htm?
A. No? but they said if he showed

any disposition to leave me that they
would.

Q. When he was at the house the
day before, was it not then understoodthat you and he were to be married?

A. Hadn't been any special time
set. He said he would marry me.

In the course of her testimony Mrs.
Bywaters said she didn't remember
Ihe circumstances of the killing. She
was "so near crazy" when the shoot-
Ing began that sne jusr ran aown

6tairs. She did not remember, she
said, that her brothers both shot at

Bywaters as he -went through the
window from her room.

Then came what to many was the
most Interstlng portion of the testimony.Mrs. Bywaters acknowledged
that her sickness at the time of the
marriage was caused by an operation
performed In Washington.
Q. It Is not true that your affection

for him (Bywaters) was such that anythinghe told you or adrlsed was all
right with you?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember that he told

the doctor at the time you thought
you were In a critical condition about
saving your life?
A. He told him (the doctor) that

It would cost him (Bywaters) his life
If I didn't get well.

Sirs. Bywaters teBtlfled that on her
last trlii to Washington Bywaters re-
malned with her oxcept two days and
nights. She admitted that when Byiwaters advised her that It was best
for both of them to postpone the marriagea while she assented to It, be'cause she thought it was best.
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CONTINENTAL LAWMAKERS MET
IN A HOUSE THAT RENTED

FOR £150 PER ANNUM.

TRENTON. Dec. ?0..Dr. Carlos F.
Godfrey of the Adjutant General's of- 10
fee, his notified Governor Stokes th it wild
he Is ready to prove that he has dlsovered the site of the building in
t.hich the Continental Congress sat In
"renton. Mr. Godfrey statCB t'.nt tjie
site Is now occupied by the building _
of the Mechlnics' National Bnnk. of
vhlch. oddly enough. Gov. Stokes is
President.
The Continental Cor.press sat In

Trenton from Nov. 1 to Dec. 24. 1784, .
but there has long been a dispute as
to the building In which the sessions
were held. Various historians have
differed absolutely, the old courtbouse.the present site of the Tren-

~~

ton Banking Company, the Biasing
Star Tavern, also known as Witt's
City Tavern, being mentioned. In this
city there has always been much de-
bate among old residents as to the locationof what was really the early
seat of the National Capitol. Now, Dr.
Godfrey asserts In writing to Gov.
Stokes that ho has the original lease
of the building and papers to verify
all his contentions. He suggests that
if Gov. Stokes Is too busy to give personalattention to the matter, an offlcerof the bank be appointed to go

~~~~

over the papers, so that arrangements
may be made for the erection of' a

commemorative, tablet.
Dr. Godfrey says that he had grent

difficulty In locating the site. Authoritiesdleffred on many points, and"much
of the research be Indulged in led him
nowhere. Finally he ascertained that Mice
Samuel Henry owned and lived in a
house that afterward became the City 4
Tavern, situated on the southwest cor-, ^
ner of State and Warren streets. An
announcement In an old newspaper
Hint Jacob Bergen was to open a tav- ~".

em In the house owned bv Henry, and
the will of Henry, who died shortly
afterward, led him In the right direction,and he discovered the following
lease: qj
-"Memorandum of an Agreement BetweenJacob C. Bergen of the one part

cc -Hotfi t' r urnmii, unuig >v uvu-

tod Knolts of the other part. Witnesselhthat the said Jacob G. Bergen doth "***

hereby "Agree to Rent the house ho
now lives In. Situate Near the Maikethouse In Trenton, late the Propertyof Sam'l Henry Deed; and' Now
held by a lease for and until the first
day of April In the Year Seventeen 'ru.
Hundred & Eighty Six at the Yearly ] {](
Rent of one hundred & fifty pounds,
unto the said Moore Furman, James
Ening & Conrod Knotts for the use

A purpose of the Congress of the UnitedStates 'of America to Set In from ' J
the Thlrtyeth day of October Next for
and until the End and Expiration of
I he said lease. In Consideration of
Which the said Moore Furman, Jameb

Ewlng & Conrod Knotts Doth Agree * *'

to pay or cause to be paid unto the
Said Jacob G. Bergen the Sum of one '

hundred & Seventy five pounds, by an

order on the Treasurer of this State
on the said thlrtyeth day of October, ,
In Gold or Silver Money, and Also to

; ay or Cause to be paid the said Year- ^
)y Rent, of one hundred & fifty pounds,
Agreeably to the said lease, & tt is ^
further Agreed upon that the said JacobG. Bergen Is to have and Retain
the use of the Stables and Garden ^ (
Ground, for and During:, and so long ^
us the Congress may Set In the said
house, and It Is Agreed upon that the
Said Jacob G. Bergen Is to live in & ..

Make use of the said house until the
said thlrtyeth day of October, apd un- ,

til the said Congress may Want the
Same to Set in. In Witness Whereof
the said Jacob G. Bergen doth Set his

hand & Seal this thirty first day of Iss
August, 17S4.

Jacob G. Bergen, (Seal.) I
Witness Present: I I

Dan'l Yard,
Chas. Brady. I I
(Indorsed upon the back) I I

Pay the within mentioned One hun- |
dred & Seventy five pounds, and also pp
Fifteen Shillings for a Table for the

use of Congress to Mr. Jacob G. Ber- »hlcl

gen. Jas. String: on

To Moore Furman. We 1

The three mentioned In the lease
were the committee appointed to ar- « J"

range for the reception of the Contl- I®011
nental Congress. Lafayette took his

' * " -ICm,in the house Mnnll
I1IUU larewcu ufc . ..... ...

Indicated on Dec. 14, 1784, and Wash- f*8'1
Ington held a reception ther In 178D B0l,r

while en route to New York to take
the oath ot office as President. Jj
Call and see our circulating library

ot latest copyright books ot fiction.
Globe Book Store, Watson Hotel build
tag., tf ssss

Don't miss the prettiest line of fan- -pi
cy goods In the city. Comb in. HO

^
^ ^TOB'S. HO^Tr ^^
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