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r:n POWER OF PRAYER,

OR, THR FIRST STRAMBOAT UP THE ALABAMA.

By Siduey and Clifferd Lanler.

You, Dinsh! Come and set me whar de ribber
roads does meet.

De Lord, Je made dese black-Jack roots to twis'
Into n seat.

Umph, dar! De Lord have mussy on dis blln’
ole nigger's feet.

1t *pear to me dis mornin' I kin smell de fust o’
June,

1 ’clar’, I b'lieve dat mockin’-bird could play de
fiddle soon|

Dem yonder town-bells sounds like dey was
ringin' in de moon,

Well, ef dis nigger (s been blind fer fo’ty year

or mo',

Deso ears, dey sees the world, like, th'y’ de
eracks dat’s in de do’.

For de Lord has built dis body wid de windows
hind and *fo’.

1 know my front ones is stopped up, and things
{s sort o' dim,

But den, th'u’ dein, temptation’s ruin won't leak
in on ole Jim!

De back ones shows me earth emough, aldo’
dey’s mons'ous slim.

And es for Hebben ,—bless de Lord, and pralse
His boly name—

Dat shines in all de co’ners of dis cabin Jjes* de
same

As of dat cabin hadn't nar’ a plank upon de
frame!

Who call me? Listen down de ribber, Dinsh!
Don't you hyur

Somebody holl'in’ “Aoo, Jim. hoo”? My Sarnh
died Ins’ y'ar;

Is dat black angel done come back to cull ole
Jim f*om hyar?

My stars, dut caln't be Sarah, shuh! Jes' listen,
Dinah, noiwe /
What kin be comin’ up dat bend, a-makin’ sich
© A row?
Fu#’ bellerin’ like a pawin® bull, den squealin’
like a sow ?

De Lord 'a’ mussy sakes alive, Jes' hear,~ker-
woof, ker-woof—

De Debble's comin’ round dat bend, hic's comin',
shuh enuff,

A-splashin® up de water wid his tafl and wid
his hoof!

D'se pow'ful skeered; but neversomeless 1 ain't
gwine run away;

I'm gwine to stand stif-legged for de Lord dis
blessed day.

You screech, and hewl, and swish de water,
Satan! Let us pray.

O hebjenly Mah'sr, what thou willest, dat mus'
be jes' so,

And et Thou hast bespoke de word, some nig-
ger’s bond to go.

Den, Lord, please take ole Jim, and lof young
Dinah hyar below!

Scuse Dinah, ucuse her Mal'sr; for sho's sich &
little chlle,

She hardly jes' begin to scramble up de home-
yard stile

But dis ole traveler's feot been tired dis many a
many a mile,

I'se wufless as de rotten pole of lay' year's fod-
der-stack,

De rheumatiz done bit my bones; you hear 'em
ernck and orack?

I cain't sit down *dout gruntin® like "twas break.
in’ o' my buck,

‘What use de wheel, when hub and spokes Is
warped and split, and rotten?

What use dis dried-up cotton-stalk, when Life
done picked my cotton ¥

U'se like n word dat somebody done salil, end den

forgotten.

But, Dinsh! Shub dat gul jes' like dis little
hick'rytroe,

De s3p 's jew’ risin’ in her; she do grow owda:
clooslee—

Lord, ef you's clarin’ de underbrush, don't cut
her down, cut me!

I wonld not proud persume—but yet 1"l boldly
make reques’;

Sence Jacob had dat wrastlin’-match, I, too,
gwine do my bey';

Whew Jacob got all underholt, de Lord He an-
swered Yes!

And what for waste de vittles, now, and th'ow
away de bread,

Jes' for to strength dese Idle bands to seratch
dis old bald hend ¥ ’

T'ink of de 'conomy, Mah'sr, ef dis ole Jim was
dead !

Btop; ef 1 do believe de Debble's gone on up de
stream!

Jew’ now he squealed down durj—hush; dal’s o
mighty weakly serenm !

Yas, sir, he’s gone, he's gone ;—he snort way off,
like in a dream!

O giory ballelujah to do Lord dat relgns on

high!

De Debble's fal'ly skeered to def, he done gone
fiyin’ by ; .

T know'd he could'n’ stand dut pra'r, T feit my
Mal’sr nigh!

You, Dinah; aln’t you 'shamed, now, dat you
did'n’ trust to grace?

I heerd you thrashin’ th'u’ de bushes when he
showed his face!

You fool, you think de Debble conldn’t beat you
in 8 ruce?

I tell you, Dinah, jes' as sure as you is standin”
dar,

‘When folks starts prayin’, answer-angels drops
down th'u’ de a'r.

Yea, Dinah, whar ‘ould you be now, exoeptin

IAR-K TWAIN ON SPELLING.

The Beanty of Unfettored Origin-
ality in Orthography.

There was a spelling matoh at tiie Asy-
lom Hill Congre | Chuarch, Hart-
ford, Conn., on Wednesday eunln%;:nd
Mr. Samue] Clemens (Mark Twain) being
called on for s few prelimary remarks
spoke as follows:

Ladles and gentlemen; I have been
honored with the office of ltroducing these
appronching orthographical solemnities
with a few remarks e tamperance cru-
sade swept the land sume time ago, that
is, that vast portion of the land where it
was needed, but it skipped Hartford.
Now comes# this new spelling epidemic,
and this time we are stricken. So, I snp-
pose we needed the afliction. 1 don't say
we neceded it, for I don't see any use in
spelling a word right, and never did. 1
mean 1 don't see any use in baving a uni-
form and arbitrary way of spelling words.
We might as well make all clothes alike
and cook all dishes alike. Sameness is
tiresome; variety is pleasing. I have a
currespondent whose letters are always a
relieshment to me, there is such a breesy
unlettered originality about his orthog-
raphy. He nlways spells Kow with a
large K. Now that is just as good ns to
spell it with a small one, It
is better. [t gives the imagidation a
broader field, a wide scope. It suggests
to the mind a grand. vague, impressive
kind ot a cow. Superb efferts can be
produced by variegated spelling. Now
there is Blind Tom, the musical pmdl{g.
Ho always spells a word according to the

sound that is carried to his ear.
And he is on  enthusinst in
orthography. When you give him

a word, he shouts it out—puts his sonl
into it. T onee heard him ealled upon to
spell oraug-outang betore an audience.
df said, V'O, r-a-n.g, orang, ger, ger,
oranger, t-a-n-g, tang, orangger tang!”
Now, a body can respecta orang-outang
that spelis his name in a vigorous way.
But that dictlonary makes a mere kitten
ot him. In the old times people spelled
_Iusl. as they pleased. That was the right
dea. You had two chances at a stranger
then. You knew a strong man from a
weak one by his iron-clad spelling and
his hand-writing helped zuu to verily your
verdict. Bome people have an idea that
correct spelling can be taught — and
taught to anybody. This is a mistake:
The spelling faculty is born in a man, like
poetry, music and art. Il isa gilt; itisa
talent. People who have this gilt in a
high degree only need a word once in
priot, and its Is forever photographed
upon their memory. They can not forget
it. People who haven't it must be con-
tent to spell more or less—like thunder—
and expect to splinter the dictionary
wherever thelr orthographical lightnin
happens to strike. T'hare ure 114,
words m the unabridged dictiocary. I
know a lady who can spell only 180 of
them right. She steers clear ol ull the
rest. e can't learn any more. So her
letters always consist of those constantly
recurring 180 words, Now and then,
when she finds herslf obliged to write
upon n subject which necessitates the use
ol some other words, she—well, she don't
write on that subject, I have n relative
in New York who is almost sublimely
gitted. She can't spell any word right.
There is a game called Verbarium. A
dozen prh are each provided with a
sheet ot paper across the top of which is
written & long word like kaleidoscopical,
or something like that, and the game is
to see who can make up the most worids
out of that in three mianutes, always be-
ginning with the initial letier of that
word, Upon one oceasion the word chos-
en was cofferdam. When time was call-
ed, everybody had built from five to twen-
ty words, except this young lady. She
only had one—calf. @ all studied a mo-
ment, and then said, *“Why, there is no 1
In cofferdam.” Then we examined her
aper. To the eternal honor of that un-
nspired, unconscious, sublimely-inde-
pendent soul be it said, she had spelt that
word *caff I* If anybody here can spell
calf any more sonsibly than that, let him
slep to the Iront and take bis milk., The
insurrection will now begin.

A MAN Dies rroM SHEER Fmenr.—
Five weeks ngo Alexander V, Brower, ol
Scheneciady, larcerated a finger by menns
of a corn-cutter, He was atteaded by a
leading physician, and in due course of
time the wound healed, leaving a mark
tor a while of a pinkish indigo tint. While
attending church subsequently, at the
East avenve mission chapel, n fellow-
pew occupant asked to sne his hand. Ob-
serving the partly healed wound. he whis-
pered to Brower that in his opinion the
wound had mortified. Brower's rather
sat i the pew with him. His son took a

lece of paper and wiote therecn, and

anded to his father a request that they
leave chuveh. The father, on reaching
the outside, asked the cause of the sudden
request. The answer was that ho (the
son) was going to die. Mr. Brower -
iculed the idea, but procesded home, Af-
ter a time following their arrival, the fath-
et found his son engaged in prayer, and
was again told by the latter that his end
was near. The son had to be soon remov-
ed jto u bed, und the doctor was again
summoned. The latter, on arriyal, found
his patient with high pulse, and excited
and showing marked symptops of typhold
fever. The tormer wound on his hand
was found in the same.condition ns when
Inst seen—that s, e\-ar{thlng presaging
rapid and permanent healing. Friday.
yt;u::g Brower died—an evident vietim of
might,

By forgiveness of Inllurica. the learuned
are purified ; by liberality, those who have
negleoted their duty ; by pioas meditation,

Jur dat pra'r?
- Seribner for June,

0se who have seoret’ fanlts; by devout
lu;:arlty. those wha least know the Vada,
—Manu.
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GEO. H. SHIELDS,

OF 8T. LOUIS,

In the Convention, May 30th, 1873,

The question being on striking out of the
present Constitution the provisions sckmowl-
edging the limitations of the Constitution of
the United Btates on the political power of the
Blate, and declaring that this Btate shall ever
remain a member of the American Union, Mr.
Shields sald: :

MR, CHAIRMAN:—I have listoned with a
conslderable degree of Interest to the debate
upon this subject, because of the diverse opini-
ona that have been expressed, and beouuse I de-
sired to know what the feeling of this Copven-
was on the propositions that were submitted in
the amendment offered by the member from St.
Charles, (Mr. Lackland).I think, sir, that the
Conventlon loses sight of one branch of that
amendment, and has lost sight of It in all the
discussion that has taken place, 1 should not
have insugurated this discussion, for the reason
that I knew that on the proposition as submit-
ted therg was u diversity of opinion, and it
might be considered that. if I, or any member
of the political party to which I belong, lnsu-
gurated It, it would be only for the purpose of
engenderiog political dissension and controyers
ilal strife. Ihave, consequently, retratned so far
from debating the question. It strikes me that
we are wandering and have wandered wholely
from that point of the subject. I do not intend
now to make any very lengthy remarks, but
simply to eall the attention of the Convention
to what I considor the three great principles in-
volved in this amendment.

Ir 1 rend 1t eorrectly, it is “that the people of
this State have the inberent, sole and exclusive
right of regulsting the internsl government,
and police thereof, and of altering and abolish-
Ing their Constitution and form of government,
wherever it may be necessary Lo thelr safety;
that every such right should be exercised in
pursuance of law, and consistently with the
Constitution of the United.” That is identlcally
the fth section of the present Constitution, and
it bas been argued on this floor 1hat it was not
proper that the Inherent, sole und exclusive
right of reguluting the internal government and
police power of the State, should be made sub-
Ject to any limitation whatever, except the will
of the people.

If X understood that that section of the comstl-
tution had such scope I might agree with the
gentlemun from Lafayette (Mr, Wallace) who
snnounced the fden. My construction of the sece
tion, however, ls this. The words ‘‘every such
right should be exercised In pursuance of law
conulstently with the constitution of the Unlted
States,” refer and are particularly applicable
to the clause offthe section,which says ‘‘or of al-
tering and abolishing thelr constitution and
form of government,” in other words that the
provision of law, as it exists, lays down the
broad and fundamental principle that, as far as
our internal government is concerned, the state
hus the sole, Inherent aud exclusive right of ace
tlon, but that as far as our power to abolish our
Jorm of government and our constitution is
concerned, we ure hemmed in aml restricted by
the provisions of the Federal Coustitution and
can not go beyond those limitatiens or restrie-
tions.

That will be the construction T shall give to
the section, and therefore I do not think that
the very able argument that has been made by
the gentleman from Lafayette (Mr.Wallace) has
application, if my construction is correct, be-
cuuse the limitation referred to in the latter part
of the section which says “every such right
shall ba exercised In pursusnce of law and con-
sistently with the constitution of the United
Stutes,” is n Hmitation on the charge of form of
government, and not on the reguiations of inter-
nal affairs. Then there is another proposi-
tion which is embodied In the amendment
of the gentlemaun from Bi, Charles, Mr. Lack-
land. **That this State shall ever remnina
member of the American Unlon; that every
citizen of the Btate owes paramount allegiance
to the constitution of the United States, and
that no Iaw or ordinance of the State, in contro-
vention or subversion thereof, can have any
binding foree.”

Argument on this questlon, Mr., Chalrman,
has been left nlmost entirely out of this discus.
sion, and the maln argument against it, 15 that
that Is a “‘settled question,” und that it is also
settied that the limitations on aitering and ahol-
ishing our constitution, laid upor us by the Fed.
eral constitution, are unnecessary to be declar-
ed, because they exist, and so existing nnd be-
ing compulsory upon us it is useless for us to
enunciate them b our constitution. That may
be acorrect technical proposition, but 1 ask eve
ery member of thix convention whether the
samo argument. advanced on thut proposition
would not kill the other provision in the bill of
rights, ““That the politieal power is vested In
und derived from the people.” We have adopt-
ed that; We have alrendy passed on that prop-
ositlon; that is nself-evident proposition; that
is a settled question. Then why waw It thut
this convention, in commiutes of the whole, de-
bated and adopted that proposition, when it was
u “setlled gquestion” and beyond sny control of
ours?

When we cowe te the next propositions, that
the people have the right to peaceably assem-
ble for the common good ; that men have s nat~
ural and Indefensible right to worship Almigh-
ty God acoording to the dictates of their own
conkeiences; wa find they are settled quostions,
Why put these then in the Bill ef Rights, If the
argument made against declaring afirmatively
the Ilmitations of the constitution, and thls pro-
vlilon, as to our being & member of the Unlon,
are to be held valid. These general prineiples
wore settled In the constitution of the United
States, Doclaration of Independence, and the

Marion, and of other gentlemen who have
spoken on this view of the question,(particular-

Iy the gentlemsn from Jackson,) who are In tvl

favor of putting fntd the Bill of Rights “that
the nlteration of obir form of government and
our constitution must be done subject to the
provisions of the National constitution,”

There Is another question, howerer, to which
I desire to refer, not for the purpose of parad-
ing my particular views before this convention,
but for the purpose of ealling the attention of the
convention to lta candid and serions considers-

tion before we vots on the resolution of the gen- | ¥

tleman from Sullivan to strike out all after the
words he nas mentioned in his amendment;
and that s the declaration *‘that we shall re-
main forever a member of the Amerlean union,
that every State owes paramount slleglanes to
the constitution of the United Stutes, and that
oo luw or,ordinance of this State in contraven-
tion or subveralon thereof can have any bind-
ing force.” Why you all way, in & moment,
“that question i settled—we all agreo that it ix
settled.” 1 mpprehend there is not ' gentle-
man in the State of Missouri, or In the United
Btutes, who does not admit—no matter how he
may feel on the subject—that as far as the
power of arms and the power of circumstans
ces can settle homan questions that come be-
fore the people for adjudication, it fs sottled,
that every Btate of the American union is n
member of it, und that no ordinance, or any
law In contravertion or subvertion of thelr al-
leglance to the government would have any
b’ndln‘ force.

There is no provision in the Constitution of
the United Btates that sbsolutely forbids
the severing of those ‘bonds thut havo
been spoken of, between the Biate and the
Union, and the fact that we put into the Bill of
Rights; that we enact this Coustiturion “subjest
to the provisions of the Coustitution of the
United States” does not earry with it the idea
that you enaot an instrument subject to that
great fundamental principle that Is higher than
the Constitution, which has been decided by
force of arms, and which everybody admits to
be » principle of our government at present.
All have ncknowledged 1t; even the President
of the Confederacy, In recent remarks fn the
South, stated that the Union flag—the flag of
the Nation—was as much the flag of (he seced-

ed Btates, of those who fought for thelr princi-
ples and opinions, under the banner of the Con-

federacy, us of sny who fought under
the old flag. The whole vountry acknowledges
the proposition, Everybody ngrees that that is a
fundamental proposition in vurgovernment, not
written in the Constitution, Wut higher and
sbove any Constitution or any expression in the
Federal ennctment.

Now, the gentleman from 8t. Charles, slmply
asks every member of this Convention to me-
knowledde and declare that principle. Does the
putting of that “section in this Bill of Rights
earry with it any intimidation” as suggested by
the gentleman from Ray, (Mr. Farris), or other
gentlemen who have spoken here? Is there
any “‘demngogueism” In asking the Amerlean
people to acknowledge that they are members
of the American Union? Is there any political
question in it, anything that can be used to
advantage, for or against any party in the
United States, or in the State of Missouri; to
8ay that the American people, Democrats, Re-
publicans, whatever party they may belong to,
are American people, and that they all join
hands in the effort to perpetuste free govern-
ment, and the prosperity of their beloved coun-
try?

Thetefore, T contend, thut it 18 but the no-
knowledgement of a prineiple which is as wide
sir, In its applioation, as the principle that we
have all subseribed to, *“that ull politicat power
Is vented In and derived from the people.” We

acknowlodge that as a prineiple of our Republi- th

can governent; and the other prineiple is just
as much a part of it; and there ean be no #in-
timidation ;" it fs no disgrace, 1t 18 no dixhonor,
for an American cltizen to remember the fact
that he belongs to the American Union, and to
boldly declare in this Constitution his assertion
of the fact, not only for himself, but for posterl-
ty.

I do not contend, gentlemen of the vonven-
tion, that putting this provision in the constitu.
tlon would make the principle any more secure.
I do not pretend it we left It out thut it would
glve us mny more right to sever those bunds
than wo have now. I donot pretend that the
fnsertion would give any more valld or binding
force to the constitution of the United States or
the government, or constitution of Missourl,
than they have now. Nor do I contend that if
you leave out these broad provisions, the eon-
stitution of the United States or the Stata of

Missourl, would not huve the same valld fores.
Thin Eﬁuclpleu Is “acknowledged by all
Republican governments and all the gum

of our Union, 1 ask whether it s not the part
of wisdom to put in the comstitution that
which we all acknowkige and agree to;
that principle which the people of this Btate
huve been taught to regard as u part of thelr
constitution for the lust ten years, apd that prin-
eiple which the young and rising generation of
this state ought to have brought continually be-
fore their minds, Do not think, Mr, Chalrman,
that T bave s four that there will be any more
war In this country, I do not believe there will
be any desire for war. I do not believe there Is
a reasonable man within the sound of my volce,
and probably In the State of Missour, who, if
he had the power to carry the State out of the
Unlon and Insugurate war, would do it. That
question has been lrrevocably settled; but whon
we go before the people, let us be prepared to
Eay 1o them “thls {5 one of the fundamentas) and
primary prineiples of our, Republiean govern.
ment that has been syvolved from s bloedy war,
and we desire to runounce the faoct to you,

sehnzapel e
T St bt s b

state that I shall vote for the smendment of the
gentleman from 8t. Charles,

PETE McOCARTNEY,

The Redoubtable Counterfeiter
Escapes Again-=Another Case
of Drowsy Guards---Pete
=  MeCartney Makes His

Exit from a Mov-
ing Train,

Housrox, Tex., May 20.—The xotori-
ous counterfeiter, Pete McCartney, who
caused a seneation 1 April, by his eseape
and recaptures in Northern Texas, had
his cases continued at the recent term ot
the United States Court at Tyler. The
Trial day wasfixed for July at Austin,
and yesterday Marshal Purnell started
with Pete trom Tyler .en route to Austin,
Pete was heavily shackled and placed in
charge of four guards upon the train, At
Palestine he was hailed by some parties -
who said, **Hellow, Pete "they have got
you atlast!  “Yes," said Pete; *but,
damn 'em, they can* bold on to me fong."
He appeared portegtly easy, and betrayed
neither desire nor expectation of making
an escape; but while the train was ap-
pronching Phelps Station, nt about 11
o'clock at night, his guards were found to
be sound asleep. McCartney was mak-
!nﬁ for the door ot the car, ‘a free man,
when one of them aroused and said:
“George by God, McCartney's gone !
They made for him, but he gained the
platform, and, backing himself, held the
door tight closed upon them. On tho in-
side they jerked the bell-cord, but it had
been cut, and pulled out of its rings. They
then ran to the baggnie car to signal the
engineer to stop the train. Just then then
the train reached the head of a grade and
it started down. There is a heayy forest
of timber at this place, where he flew the:
train. The Deputy Marshal got off at
Phelps, and startod back in pursuit of the
slippery fagitive, The shackles of Me-
Cartney consisted ot ankle bracele's and
handouffs, joined by an iren rod at his
seat. After the escape they avere found—
the handcuffs, iron rod and part of the
chain which connected the anklets. The
band he carried away upon his legs. The
work was done with a very fine file and
was a neat job. A party who got upon
the cars at Palestine sat and talked with
McCartnoy until just before the escape,
when he, too,) went to sleep. It Is assert-
ed and believed that friends of Pete were
on the train assisting and money was
uged to aid the escape,

HOW HE WON HER.
— (
Jesse James Dlsguises Himself as

& Sewing Machine Agent, and
Woos and Wins His Bride.

[Teavenworth Times.] :

Among all the adventures chronicled of
e James boys, none are more interest.
!nE than a description of the manner tn
Wwhich Jesse, the bdldest of the boys |
wooed and won hLis bride, During one of !
the rambles of the latter through Kansas
City he spied a damsel whose comeliness
ol person and of action struck his
fancy, and in the depths of his brigand
heart ho felt thnt he loved her, and that
life, to him, would bs solitude without
the cheering influences of her soclely.
Accordingly, he dressed himselt 1n lga
dinfulle of a sewing machine acent and
called at the residence ot his inamorata.
There was a machine at the house to fix,
and after doing all the repairing necessa-
ry, he managed to get a few moments'
rlouv}n:l:ion with I.hlo ';mr one, The fam-

¥y o e young lady was acqualnted
with the lamily of the James’, n(;qd as the
lover went out of the gate,'the mother re-
marked, **How much he looks like one of
the James boys.” This little discovery
4dlid not in the Jeast affect the standing of
Jesse In that household, and, although |
the parentage and history of the former 2
was known to both parents of the girl at
last, it did not interfere with the love-
making, and in due time, the fall of 1874,
the lovers were united n the happy aod
Indissoluble bonds of matrimony. The
wite is, even now, a resident of Kansss
City, and her husband, whenever the de-

u;gﬁveu are not on the watch, pays her »
visit,

He that v :vce 1 against his own rea.
son, speaks ngninst his own conscience,
and therefore it is certain that no man
serves God with n good consclence who

sorves him agulnst s reason.—Jeremy
Tavlor.

Let the counsel of thine own heart

stand : for there ig no m faatht
unto thoe than it? For :nn?::":mlnd ?:J

uomoﬁm::a Il‘wm'n l'n':t. t.eilll him more than .
seven watchmen t| t above | I,
tower.—Ecoleslusticus. RN M‘h e
ey
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