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A STRANGE DREAM.

As illustrating Hie manner in which
impressions of the past may emerge from
the brain, I shall here furnish an instance
honoring closely on the ' supernatural,
and fairly representing the most marvel-
ous of fiese psycnologicl pheiomcna. It
occurred to a physician, who related it,
in my hearing, to a circle whose conver-
sation had turntd on the su Yect of peson-a- l

If ar. 'Wbnt yoa are Elding,' here-marke- d,

n v be very true j but I can
assure you that the sentiment ol fear, in
its utmost degree, is much less common
than you suppose ;' and though you may
be surpr'sed to hear me say it, I know
from peisonal experience that this is cer-
tainly so. When I was fire or six years
old, I dreamed thPt I was passing by a
large pond of water in a very solitary
place. On the opposite side of it there
stood a great ;ee ' rt looked as il it ha"
been struck by ligiilning, and in the por d
at another part an old fallen trunk, on
one of the prono limbs ot which there wad
a turtle sunning himself. On a sudden a
wind arose, which forced me into the
pond, and in my dying struggles to ex-

tricate myself from its green and slimy
waters I awoke, trerablinz with f :ror.

About eight years subsequently, while
recovering irom a nearly fatal attack of
scarlet feve1, this dream p.eseuted i' elf
to me, identical in all resp-ct- s. aga'n.
Even up io this time I think I had never
seen a living tortoise or '.rrtle. but I in-

distinctly remember that there was a pic-

ture of one in the first spr'ling-boo- k that
had been given me. Peihaps on nceoant
of my critical condition, this second im-
pressed me more dreadfully than the
first.

'A dozen years more elapsed. I had
become a physician, and was now ac-

tively pursuing my professional duties in
oiie of the Southern States. Ii so lell out
that one July aYternoon I had to take a
long and wearisome ride on horseback.
It was Sunday, and extirraely hot; the
path was solitary, there was not a house
for miles. The forest had that intense
..'.leneo so characteristic ol this time of
the day ; all tho wild animals and birds
had gone to their retreats to bo rid of tho
heat ol the sun. Suddenly at one point
ot the road I came upon a great stagnant
water pool, and casting my eyes across
it, there stood a pine-tre- e blasted by
lightning, and on a log that wa3 nearly
even with the surface a turtle was bask-
ing in tho sun. The dream ot my infan-c- y

was upon mo; tho bridle tell from my
hands, an unutterablo fear overshadowed
the, and I slunk away from tho accursed
place.

'Though business occasionally after-
ward would have drawn me that way, I
could not summon resolution to go, and
pctually have taken roundabout paths. It
seemed tome profoundly amazing that
the dream that I had "hould alter twen-
ty years bo realized, without respect to
difference ct scene, or climate, or a", a.
A good clergyman ot njv acquaintance
took the opportunity ol improving the
circumstance to my spiritual advantage
and in his kind enthusiasm (or he knew
that I had been more tran once brongh
to the point ot death by such fevers in
terpreted my dream that I should die ot
marsh miasm.

'Most persons have doubtless observed
that they suddenly encounter events of a
trivial nature, in their course ot life, ol
which thev have an indistinct recollection
that they have dreamed before. For a
long time it seemed to me that this was a
case of that kind, and that it might be set
down among the mvstenous and unac
countable. How wonderful it is that we
so often fail to see the simple explanation
ot things, when that explanation is actu
ally intruding itself betore us ! And so is
this case : it was long betore the truth
gleamed in upon me, betore my reasoning
powers shook off the delusive impressions
of ray senses, but it occurred at last ;

tor I said to myself, is it more probable
that such ft mystery is true, or that I have
dreamed for the third time that which I
had already dreamed of twice before P

Haye I really seen the blasted tree and
the sunning turtle P Are a weary ride ot
fifty miles, the noontide heat, the silence
that could almost be felt, no provocation
to a dream P I have ridden under such
circumstances many a mile fast sleep, a
a id have awoke and known it ; and so I
resolved thai it ever circumstances car
ried me to those parts again, I would
satisly myself as to the matter;

Accordingly, after a few year?, when
an incident jea me to travel tnere, i re-
visited the scene. There
was still the stagnant pool, but tho blast-
ed pine-tre- e was gone ; and alier I had
pushed my horse through the mashy
thicket as far as I could force him, and
then dismounted aud pursued a close in-

vestigation on foct in every direction
around the spot, I was clearly convinced
that no pine-tre- e had ever grown there ;

not a stump nor any token ot its remains
could be seen ; and so now I have con-
cluded' that at the glimpse of the water,
the readiness ot those who are lalliug
asleep, I had adopted an external fact
into a dream ; that it had aroused tho
trains ot thought which in former years
had occupied me, and that, in fine, the
mystery was all a delusion, and that I
had been frightened with less than a
shadow."

The instructive story of this physician
teaches us how readily and yet how im
pressively tne remains ot old ideas may
bo recalled : how they may. as it were, be
pivj..aed into the space beyond us, and

take a position among, existing realities.
For this all that is necessary is that there
should be an equalization ot old impress-
ions with new sensations, and that may
bo accomplished either by diminishing
tho force ot present sensations, or by in-

creasing tho activity of those parts of the
brain in which the ojd impressions are
stored up. .

Thus, when we ae Tailing asleep, the
organs of sense no longer convey their
speciaf impressions with tho clearness and
force that they did in our waking hours,
and this gives to the traces that are stored
up in the brain the power of diawing up-
on tfnniselvs the atisntion of tho mind.
Dr. J. VV. Draper, in Harper's Magazine
lor May.

INDISCRIMINATE CHARITY.

It is evident from letters that have been
niitt3n to the newspapers during this
winter that there are those win sincerely
think that careful inquiry regarding pov-
erty, and regulations of relief baseil upon
it, must somehow deaden human symp .

thy and deepen tho suffering of the poor.
This is so ingeniously incorrect a theory
that it 'would bo exocodingly amusing if
it were net so sincere and even general.
The very first thing that careful investi-
gation accomplishes is to acquaint the
comiortable class with the real condition
ot the suffer ng, and to show tho latter
that they are not forsaken or turned off
with uninquiring alms. They are con-
scious of au intelligent sympathy wii'i
which falsehood will db ot no avail. They
are taught self-respe- by the perception
that they are not forsaken, and sell-respe-

is the mainspring ot sueecsslul
When the street beggar Under-

stands that his lalo will be tested, that it
he needs' succor ho will surely receive it,
and that if his plea is but asking lor a
dram ho will not reoeive the number of
s.rect beggars will sensibly decrease
And the sturdy tramp and profession al
pauper, when they know that thev must
go to the work-hous- e or starve, will olten
conclude that oven work is better tli;in
the poor-hous- e, and they too will cease to
be a nuisance and a terror.

Nor need it be feared, on the other
hand, that it irresponsible street giving is
stopped, nobody will investigate tho ac-

tual situation of tho poor. What is asked
of the street giver is, not that he close his
pocket and his hand and his hert and bis
soul, but that, il ho will not take the
trouble to inquire bcloro gi ing. he will
give his alms to sornubody who will take
that trouble, that 'his alms miy bo true
charity, and relievo suffering, instead of
relieving nothing whatever, but fostering
vice and crime. The street giver must
first of all clear his mind of cant, lie
must cease to be a. Pharisee. lie muvt
soe that he is not a good Christian exer-
cising the heavenly gift of charity, but an
indolent and reckless citizen who is pro-
moting poverty and multiplying the pub-
lic burdens ot the honest poor. He is that
lazy, absurd boy w!r wishes to eat his
cake and have it. Ho would satisly his
soul that ho is good because he gives,
without seeing that to give lgnorant'y is.
socially, to be bad. Nobody is exhorted
to surrender inquiry to otinirs. Every
one may inquire for him himself Ir a
begger stopJ you and ask for a penny iu
the name of God, and says that his family
is starving, go nnd see if it is . If you
have not the time or O sophistical
Sybarite inclination, send him to those
who. as you know, wtll inquire Will his
lamily starve in the meantime? That is
roms thing you do not believe yourself.
Do not tear that the visitor will not go P

Then go yourself. Do your engagements
prevent P Thon you know that it is a
thousand to one the story is Wilt a plea
for whiskey. Will you take the chauce ?

Then you become an immediate accom-
plice in the vast multiplieat of hereditary
pauperism and crime. The pretense ot
your giving is Christian charity and
humanity, the coal casue is indolent self- -

indulgence and saying yourseit trouble,
Editor's Easy Chair, in Harper's Maga

zine for May. t

SPOTTED TAIL'S DAUGHTEB

spotted J. ail has a daughter nameo
Shonkoo, which means the Red Road.whe
has recently been married to Mr. Lona
Elk, a dashing young buck. There is d
liitlo bit ot romance about Shonkoo. Not
long ago two- - Sisters ol Charity visited
their agency, and were presented to
Spotted Tail duiing their stay. He was
very well pleased to meet them, and had
a friendly "talk" with them at Col. Mills'
houso. In the course of conversation they
asked him it he would like to give them
Shonkoo to go and hye with them in a
convent. He said yes, he would like it
very much. Then they sent for Shonkoo
and, asked herit F.ho would like to go, but
she remp'ned siia.it, vouchsafing no an-
swer to their question. Her father urged
her to speak, to say yes. but still she re-

mained silent, and the interview tin's ter-
minated. That night she eloped with
Lone Elk, to whom she manag'd to i in- -
vey tno ineiiigence that her tatuer was
about to send her awav. Shokoo is con
sidered quito pretty. She has good taste"
in dross lor an Indian woman, and under-
stands Englis'i, but dislikes to speak it.
She is proud enough to be a princess.
New York Heralu.

Thev Braise Essiooff .everywhere, but
that don't pay lor the empty benches.

I

ARTHUR'S ROUND TABLE AT

If the renowned table .of the good King
Arthor was really a structiure ot such
hugh proportions as has been said. I see
no moro to doubt that here it stood than
that Artlmrs lived and lepsted his knghts,
and joyous beok entitled Morlc d' Arthur.
Onco admitting tho existence of the good
king, in tho full plenitude ot heroic story
which Caxton printed and Tennyson later
wrought into verse, and all minor daughts
on our credulity are honored easily.
Caorlcon was the cheif residence of Ar-
thur, not only according to the Jtestiinony
of such history as we have concerning
him. but according o Tennvson. lie c
tho Foe iaur to laid the central seeno
of his "Idyls of the Kiag." in which w e
roa,d that Arthur
"Held court at old Cae.-leo- upon Usk."
Tennyson lived for soma time at an in
he-- f the Gold Croit. lor aught 1 know

while penning the "Idyls of i' a King,"
thus adding o ii more to the list of in-

to, esling individuals who had lived here
sii i the early ages. Arthur a id Merlin,
tt .'o-di-

ng to the Caxtonian volume, seem
o have be n constantly. going back and

forth between the two gieat' ities,
Lo.ulon ard Caerleon. London was the
yoinger city of the two. And. by-th- e

-- way, London was Cierludd in the be-
ginning of its career alter K:n Ludd.
The sixth chap or ot tho first beok of
Mo.icd' Arthur ei lg with this sentence:
"Th-- n the king removed into Wales, and
let cry a great feast, that il should be
holden at Pentecost, alter the iiicoronatiou
of him at the cityjof Carbon." In the
next chapter is tho account of a gaeat
battle hero in wliieh tie people, luul a
hand: And then tlncoiaia jus o, Carliou
ariose with clubs and slaves, and slew
many kniaghts." Am! the prophet Merlin
vas continually turning up in Caurlon in

all sorts of queer shapes.
I approach the edge ot the excavation
or raiher graceful depression iu the

centre ol the green grassy Ke'd lull ot
faith, that here 'the Uiuml Tablo v as set
ui. It is in oval ring of great size, a
little more liri'i J00 feet alonrf a id a little
less than 2tit. teut across, and it runs
down to a narrow point in tho centre.
Nature did not indulge in this peculiar
Ireak; it is the work of man's hards; but
thoso hands were Roman hands, and
Arthnr found the place lor his table all
reaily for occupancy when ho came to set
i! up. It was a Roman amphitheatre in
t!io days ol Agricola arid of Adrian. The
grass grows j,reen over l.,o hands of stone
srtats which are ranged about the creba ;

from time to timo speciuicnls ot them
hive been dug lrom the ground. An
.alabaster statue of Diana has also been
disinterred here, Wirt Sikcs, in

Magazine for May.

T iE INVENTION OF PUNCTUATION.

Punctuation is 'peculiar to tho modern
anguages of i urope. It was wholy un
known to the Gieks and Romans; nnd
the langaages of the East, although they
hayetertain marks or signs to indicate
tones, have no regular system of pnn-cluati- on.

The Romans and the Greeks
also, it is true, bad certain points, which,
like those ot the languages ot the East,
were confined to the delivery and pronu-ciati- on

ot words: but the pauses weie in-

dicated by breaking up'tiio written matter
into lines'or paragraphs, not by marks

these in the modern system ot
penciuation. Hence, in the responses cf
the an cient ornles, which were generally
written down by the priests and delivered
to tne inquirers, the ambiguity doubtless
i itentfonal, which thu want of punctuation
involved, saved the credit, ol the oracle,
whether the exected event was favorablo
or unfavorable. As an instanco of this
kind, may be cited that remarkable re-
sponse, which was given on a well-know- n

Occasion, when tho oracle : was consulted
with regard to the success of a certain
military expedition : "Ibis et redibis nun-qua- m

'peribis in bello." Wriltea, as it
was, without deing pointed, it night bo
translated either. "Thou shalt go, and
shalt never return, thou shalt perish in
battle;" or, "Thou shalt go aid return,
thou shalt never i.crish in battie."
The correct translation of it altogether
depends on the placin g of comma after
he words nunquaai, or atletedibis. The
invention of the Jmodern system of punct-
uation has been attributsd to the Alex-
andrian grammarian Antnphaues, after
whom it was improved by succeding
grammarians ; but it was so entiely lost
in the time of Charlemagne that he
iound it necessary to have it restored by
Warnel'ned and Alcuin. It consisted, at
fi t, ot only one point, used iu three
ways, and sometimes of a stroke, formed
in teyera' ways. But, as no more partic-
ular rules were followed in ' the use of
these signs, punctua.ion was exceedingly
uncertain until the end ot the fifteenth cen-
tury, when the learned Venetian print-
ers, the Manutii, increased the number of
the signs, and established some fixed
rules lor their application. These were
oo generally adopted, that we consider
the Manutii as tho iuventors ot the pres
ent method of punctuation ; and although
modern grammarians have introduced
some improvements, nothing but a tew
particular rules have been made since their
time. Freeman's Journal.

Is it at odd that the "Flowery Kingdom
should be so largely composed of Budd
hists P a
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MADISON HOTEL,
B. II. MCCARTY & SONS, PROPR'S,

. Main and Madison Sts.,

JEFFERSON CITV, MO.

rpiIISNEW HOTEL HAS BEEN FHR--
- - - - - .- .w in u. uidi: iiunamaimer. It bus unequaled accommodations.

J..e traveling public ca.i be better hinted uu-T..-

in tlio nil v.
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LIVERY, FFED AND SALE STABLE

BENJAMIN McG-IL- L

tyOULD RESPECTFULLY INFORM THE
T T public that he Is now prepared to accom-

modate them in Hie Livery business at the cor-
ner of Main and Monroe streets, where ho. willdo a geuoral livery, feed and sale businc g.
Horses ept by the day, week or month. Ridiujr
and buggy horses constantly on hand aud of thebest Giv via a call. Jdec. 27, 1872-l- f


