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ow We Captured Vera Cruz In

HEN the TUnited States forces undes
General Zachary Taylor had cap
city of

tired the important Mexican
Monterey, after winging in his initial contest
with the Mexican army under Sania Appa at
Palo Alto the Government at Wacshington de-

termined upon the reduction of Vera Cruz

1847

The Capture of Vera Cruz.

From a f'lraun_.-.._; made on the spol by Carl Nebel, a celebrated aulhor and artist of the time.

*

In the Foreground at the Centre of the Line of Investment Is the Battery Equipped from the Navy,
Whose Ships Lie Beyond the Domes and Spires of the City in the Background. The Sketch Represents the

Moment of the Most Furious Bombardment on March 25, 1847, the Day Before the City and Castle of San
Juan de Ulua Capitulated.

with ite stronz castle of Sap Juan de Ulua,
In November., 1848, President Polk entrusted
this formidable undertaking to Gemeral Win-
fleld Seott, then senior officer and Command-

erinChief of the Army of the United States.

Ceneral Scott’s attack upon Mexico's great

aand classical ztronghold upon the sea marked

the beginning of the second stage of our war
with that country. It meant that the American
armv. after capturing Vera Cruz, was to fignt
fts wav northward to the Capital City, along
the same route traversed by the Spanish army
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andaer Cortes three hundred vears before, and |

J

with the same object —to win a deflinite decis-
fon by cecupying the capital

Although generally recognized by the peo-
ple of the United States as a hazardous under-
taking, the war was a popular one, for upon
ita issue depended the security of Texas, |
which a year before had been admitted to the
Union after Santa Anna, beaten by Sam
Houston, ha” acknowliedged its independence
fu return for his personal safety. Returning
to Mexico Cihty, Senta Anna repudiated that
azreement and put himself at the head of mil-
ftary operations designed to recover the vast
territory he had signed away Consequently
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he found himsel! at war, not merely with the
forces of Texas, Lut with the United States,
) of which it was one

' Prior to the admission of Texas to the Un-
fon, Mexioo, including Texas, New Meaxico,
Callfornia, Yucatan and the present republie
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y of CGuatemsala, was the third largest country in
]r the world, coming next after the Russian and

.

Chinese empires. It was used to war, having
herdly eaver enjoved even a breathing spell of
pesce. The bravery and ferocity of its soldiers
--anioGEg the most expert horsemen iu the
world—were well known. Even with the en-

——————

intarvening deserts and mountaln ranges, was
exceedingly doubtful Hence the determina-
tlon to take Vera Cruz and attack the coun-
try’s heart from the south.

General Taylor still had his work to do In
the north, for Santa Anna, returning to Mex-
fco City, and being elected President of the
republic, declared that he could serve his coun-
try best by leading its army. The result was
the battle of Buena Vista, in February, 1847,
while General Scott was gathering his forces
and materials for the attack on Vera Cruas
The Americans gained the victory at Buena
Vista, but it was not so decisive as had been
the comtests al Falo Alto and Monterey. How-
ever, It virtually ended the northern cam-
nalgn, for the Mexicans now had to prepare
to Jdefend its strongholds In the south.

General Scott could now call upon General
Tarlor for all his regular infantry including
the veteran commamnds of Twiggs and Worth,
and these troops were Immediately put in
motion for the general rendezvous of Scott's

tota) had reached the Sacrificios landing. To
offset this deficit in ordnance for the reduc-
ttion of the Vera Cruz forts, guns from the
sliips were landed and transported with vast
difficulty inland to occupy the central position
in the line of investment.

Entrenching the line and placing the bat
teries, owing to a succession of heavy gales
from the north, were not completed until the
return of calmer weather, on March 22. Mean-
while, there were numerous skirmishes with
bodies of Mexicans, who were invariably forced
back under the walls of the city. Throughout
the siege there were no sorties in force from
the garrison, Morales appearing to rely almost
solely upon his strong forts and heavy guns.

Ample precautions were taken by the in-
vaders to prevent attack upon their rear, Only
one engagewment of this character marked the
progress of the siege, in which the attacking
party were so severely punished that similar
eflorta evidently In preparation were aban-
doned

Having completely invested the city with a

war whenever it suited him to do so.

The bombardment began immediately. The
play upon the city was incessant, including
that of the little fleet, standing out to the
south, out of the direct line of fire from the
guns of the castle. The ships were the steamer
Spitfire, under Porter; the Vixen, under Sanis,
with the schooners Bonita, Reefer, Petrol, Fal-
con and Tampico. Their fire was mainly con-
centrated on the nearest fort, Santiago: they
remained usinjured by the return.fire {rom
the castle.

The play of the Mexican forts upon tha Amer-
ican land batteries was Incesggant, doing consid-
srable damage to the works, but resuiting in
few casualties.

During the evening of the 24th, the English,
French, Spanish and Prussian consuls ac
quainted General Scott with the frightful re-
suits the bombardment had already caused, and
prayed that a truce might be granted to enable
their countrymen, as well as Mexican women
and children, to escape {rom the city. As they

26th another violent norther sprang up Iin
creasing with such fury that all operations wera
suspended. With the full light of day a white
flag was seen approaching from the direction
of Fort Santiago. A messenger bore from
Morales a proposal for an honorable capitula-
tion. Operations continued suspended and a
conference between representatives of both
sides arranged for the following morning

In this conference the Mexicans were repre
sented by Colonels Villaneuva, Guitierrez and
Robles, Captain Aulic was landed from the
fleet and represented the American Navy. After
a lengthy conference the terms originally of-
fered by General Scott, with some slight mod!-
fications, were accepted,

The city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San
Juan de Ulua, together with their garrisons.
were to be surrandered to the army of the
United States, the entire Mexican force to
march out and lay down its arms on March 29,
with all the honors of war., All the material

couragement of (General Taylor’'s victories at L . '
= Palo Alto and Monterey, the prospect of - '
o reaching the capftal from the north, with its Euns. But on March 10, only one-fifth of the adversary might commence his operations of A little before daylight on the morning of the = -
— p— »

blocked up with the ruins of fallen walls. Every
puiiding containing combustible materials had
bDeen consumed, while the churches and palaces,
the dwellings of the foreign consuls, as well
ag the different public bulidings, had all shared
alike in the horrors of the bombardment

The loss of the Mexicans could never be fully
ascertained, but unfortunately it fell heaviest
upon the non-oombatants, for numbers of both
women and children were kopown to be slain
The loss of the Americans fell a little short of
one hundred in all, kllled and wounded.

NOo estimate ocan be made of the number
and weight of the round shot and shell sent
into the American works and Intrenchments
by the enemy, bat its aggregate must have
been immense The small American loss re
dounded to the credit of the American engl
neers for the skill and ecaution with whi
they performed their work along the whole
line of investment.

The entire weight of the missiles expended
by the Americans during the siege was upward
of four hbundred and sixty-three thousand
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vided with heavy artillery. General Scott's
origival requisitions had called for no less than
fitty 10-igck mortars, with a proportionate

supber of tépounders and other breaching

red slavery of war. Who are these men? The
archdntriganut Sir Edward Grey and his evi
consclence, Sir Willlam Nicholson, Herbert

Asquitd, white-halred Druid,” eto

Germany Is not founded on the things that are
disputed It Is founded on the things that gre
admitted Doubt evervthing that can be
doubled, deny everylhing Lhal cau be deulpd;

{s not surprising that pothing ther say per
snades a people so Iucid, so lagal, so eager for
argument as the Americans

It may be saiC almost universally Lhat lbe

army. This was Lobos Island, on the Mexican had already been warned in ample time, the of war, with all the public property of every pounds. From the land batteries were thrown
coast, rbout oune hundred and twenty miles line extending from the beach on Its south to American commander replied that no trucse description in the city, was to belonz to the into the city three thousand 10-inch shells,
north of Vera Cruz. By the latter part of the beach on its north, and his batteries being could now be granted except by the Mexican United States, subject to a definile treaty of five hundred 24-pound round shot and two hus
February, 1547, the gresater part of both regu- in readiness to open fire, General Scott sent a commander's disgtinet proposition to surrendar. peace., Absolute protection was guaranteed Lo dred S$-inch howitzer shells. while the fiotilla
lars and volunteers had reached the rea- summons to General Morales to surrender. His The bombardment continued with increased persons in the city. This was the programmsa threw in a total of twelve hundred round shot
dezvous. anxiety to spare the beautiful city from the energy., Other ships had arrived and landed carried out on March 29, The Americans and shell 'he battery equipped from the
}’D Mﬂf(‘-h & General Scott, accompanied by imminent hazard of demolition, and {ts defen- more heavy guns. These were dragged inland, marched in, taking possession of both castle ships contributed one thousand §inch shells
Worth, Patterson, Pillow, all his principal ders and peaceful inbabitants, including women and with the battéries thus strengthened the and city. The loud booming of heavy cannon, and eight hundred 32-pound round sho
staf and feld officers, and by Commodore ' o N witable 1 wwicans were abl March 25 to cat the ' the raising of new | sirange ban- P S s 3 SLLLE .
'L'-()ILBUI‘, [hen in l‘meﬂIld Ur lht lul.te bQUId- ana thlhl!‘!"n. fl".lﬂl th? inevitabls 10TTOrs 0‘ a Anl' Ficans were anie, on Jarcl s«. 10 cCause Lle BIHIUUDLIIIK 1€ ralsiing of It W and sira Ih-" vall '\*.-hl C'ruz ‘I._’.-;“.‘ es8 could have ‘l'_._- o carried I
ron omn the etation, made a thorough recon- triumphant assault, caused him to address the enemy to stammer more and more in their pers upon San Juan de Ulua and the different by assault; but as this would have iovolved the |
paissance of the coast, finding a suitable land- intelligence, gallantry and patriotism, no less answering fire. It was General Scott’s determ- forts on shore was now heard coming up from lives of hundreds if not thousands of ms¢ and ‘
ing polnt at Sacrm"'h"". s few m@leu lu.l':m than the humanity of the Governor and Com- nation to continue the bombardment and can the squadron and the bartteries on land—and as General Scott had the means (0 avold b
wmh Uf the (Eﬂllit‘- of San Ju’un Ulua. They mander-in-Chief of Vera Cruz. Morales rep_:“;-.d nonade with increasing vehemence for twelve thus ended the SICEe and capture ol Vera Cruz . blood \ 5 !
were repeatedly fired upon from the fortress, . . . . _ wo e B8 - P & ; '
but escaped without loss. that both the city and the castie of San Juan hours longer, when, [ no proposals to surren- The houses of the city showed evidences on of his own Ve . ‘ ot of _
Un Mareh 8 the flest Ii'.il'lrbar!ng over one de Ulua were under his amhurhy' that he der were received, an assault was o be Organ- every side of the devastation caused Ll_\' tha habitanis who , - . 3 :E‘-
bundred and 0fty vessels, now gathered at should defend both at all costs, snd that his ized. American mortar batteries. The sireets were ly warning and ampie oppor O
Apton ldsardo, a good and safe anchorage - l RG]
about twelve mlles to the southward of Vera : I: |
Cruz, began to move up under Sacrificios, . : 1‘ ‘
where large surf boata, expressly built for the Explalns = t |
landing of troops and heavy guns, were to dis r es er on ro_ erm n EIl 1
charge the men and arms and munitions of the ® Why gumen s 0 0 mpress merlcans ' j‘
fleet within range of the l3-inch mortars of T: l;
the castia i
More than twelve thousand soldiers were ‘lt
suddenly to be thrown upon a bhostile coast By G. K. Chesterton Persorally, 1 should ask for more than one imagine anyihing unknown and unknowable to anguage of a paper like this is not only unir +|
within li‘hl snd raungs of one of the slrongest <3 drop of mv old “voeman” blood before | started palliate what we Know—and the German 1elligent. bhut positivel nintelligibls And vet i
fortreasse in the world. Some half dozen of the Famous English Publicist. . - o whiadatied: 4n . - : PP . ' ' ' 1
: s ‘ rending Druids, however white-haired, and I position remains radically indefensible, and, as there is an exception; and that exception 1s
foreign menof'war, Eugiish as well as French OMEBODY has sent me anonymously nk i it : s allow Sir Edw: : '
and Spenish, were lying at the anchorage of M B | sent I A ! l?*.‘u{ it a little mean pot to allow Sir Edward we have seen, undefended. ‘ - 1 selishaseon & ; .
Sacrificios, their tops crowded with anxious several coples of a pro-German paper; and Grey Lo have even an evil conscience of his Suppose no single German has commitied ons COnsiI0e fhere ig one, and :
spectators, ntil | had read them carefully I was un- own. But the stvle is one which lends itself o single crime in Belgium; the crime is that he ntrib as ro 5
Worth's division of four thousand five hun- der tae impression that the Germans had a misunderstanding Lhe Ausirians, it appears, i& in Belginm. Suppose thal historians like gh i | 1fluence a ‘- '
€red vegulnrs wepe first 10 land. Taking ad case. It 18 Im no way necessary to my own "have scen their beloved Emperor to face.” We Lord Brvee and Mr. Fisher. of New College, P h ' f" tad Biater e _n
vantage of the »oll _of the sur:, the boats were conviction to suppose that they have po case. alsﬁ read that “the legions of the uprjv eved are cannot a-ift evidence at all, but pass bundreds rd ”J 2 ¢ vs ‘; A ' Ao
sent in Moe w a point within twenly yards of ) 3 ! gatbering behind Ramsay Macdmald"—which of stories. not one of which has anv sort of g s Ptam Ll ". s
dry lmnd At this instaut the entire force, I have never known before such a (hing as & would aprear not to be Yiddish, but presumably f(;u—l]datidﬁ Still the tale Uf what happened in .I r',": ' : . dmd',_l-h "I-.'r {'.:1:'” b .
jumping loto the water as one man, bolding side with no case. Chinese. It is stated that a person called broad daylight beore Liege and 'I.-(*f'-_h‘:-‘ Europe ;" ;" ‘I'*_ ':‘. .an-._ "\."u o g b "”"'-""‘u‘
bigh their muskets and cartridge boxes, dashed Strange to say, | am sufficiently subtle to “Napleon,” were he alive (which is not the is not a tale without foundation. And that tale fact that these words of encourazement to
to the sbore, and the different regiments, know that the Germans are not necessarily case), would cal! us a nation of “peddlers.” is self-evidently ms vile as it is true, for it was " : :"d“\ “ ,I_"'ﬂ ‘_ﬁ,n' ,' - , e "”", whinh
forniog with wonderfu! alacrity, were sent wrong lerely because all the English news But, though the style and spelling of this a double treason, both to Belgium and to ' ~s - '] O f”:r."-. , .r'.‘z .x]..
over the first ridee of sandhills at a run. Be- papers say rhg}' are wrong, nor even because journal are a perennial feast, | am here con- France ap, \ g ne r": '? xr h M
fween Qur and five thousand men had galned &ii tha English people think they are wrong. cerned with what arguments it can present— The most even Germans have ever said for Fy .r'--‘ '. . B _"" =9y “ "."'. . y
s foothoid upon the enemy’s soll without even I have been !u minorities myself, as during the or rather, can't present. And I repeal that it was that 1t was necessary. But necessary to “DETal ne --‘h»‘:s.---'-( [t s actua on Eng
& single ﬁolqmr recaeiving a scratch. By 10 Eoer War, and I am guite aware that a clear there is no attempt at any defense of Germany what? It was not flei-pssnf;. to a fight It was ' ', P . v ' ) ,‘ > ‘ '
¢’'dlock At night General Scott’s entire army aid tenable case can be swamped and almost at all. There are all sorts of other things only necessary to a foul. The Prussians were ;-‘r o anielt oo ‘\ s i »
had safely disembarked. On the following day sflenced, partly by manufactured press opinion, There are statements which are entirely true— pot even doing evii that good might co 1t ,f L‘ H,i" )*'r},’ ,” e ".’ ‘:,.‘ a
the h(‘ﬂ‘“j‘ funs, ammlx_mulm and provisions but pi-la'{l} also by genuine ;'ODUI&T patr}ullam, Aas Lthat BOiLe French caricatures are blas- ‘\..."a:ner:.- [ha[ 7!'1’3‘3}1?!'}' u;ig;‘g' rOme. F'he act - e : ‘_ - . Lo e \
were landed, without hostilities except oc- But the pro-Boers had a case; and, whenever phemous, or that some English advertisements was not needed for the fighting of the Freach, L= _ — . e L
‘M’.UMI in”p ml!ﬂletr_v fire upon American they could gel a letter prlntvd in the (‘Ol"[lt.‘!’ of ATY VU.EAT There are statements which are nor even for ‘ht‘ :,pafir‘g of the Frenrh t wWas vk .‘ o le,, ) b = ‘ .
prehets, & newspaper, they stated it. But [ bave just entirely false—as that the Russian retreat was onlv needed for the cheating of the French. It ‘ : ol ' ‘ 19
Cruz 1s a walled city fronting upoa read some twelve solid newspaper pages of A saave qul peut, which anybody can disprove {s so with all the first facts of the wal L0e 13 \,“r.." ‘ e s bexs =
the weter, with the stroug castle of San Juam printed matter, written in the German interest, with a few pins, & map, and a scientific grasp ultimatum to Serbia, in the ultimata to France ' - . - 2
de Ulua buikt wpon a reef half 5 mile distant. jssned In Germany, circulated in the open of the namber of davs ln & week. The Italians and Russia s L SO RS SIS
Neaar the deach, to the south. is Fort Santiago, market of America: and it is literally not too are described as 't‘g itious italians,” apparently LLong before Germany did wrong, (>ermany - ';"I?i_”rﬂ hd @ 3 n ¢ o A
and &iso near the beach, to the porth, i= Fort much to say that, in the plain matter of right because they attacked tie Austrian army and was wrong. Everything essential in what wa P 5 , r A ot S
Couception. Between these. within the wall of and wrong, there is not a word about the war not the Turkish army. They are also called say could be quoted verbatim from wha! owur Sl M e : - .
the city, are the bastion works of San Jose, San from beginning to end. gwarthy, enemies say. It was not we who declared the g . T e e . 7
Fernatdo, Santa Barbara, Sants Gertrudes, San It is called the “Continental Times. A There is mot wanting the divine afflatus of invasion r\f-Beigiu:’:l a “wrong."” it was the Ger- ,‘ _r'"__ pr e olln WSS S8 ’ ’
Javier, San Mateo and San Juan. All held Journal for Americans in Europe.” It is written song, as in the lines— man Chancellor. It was not we who first called o .;L““.. "o h A A e a
heavy artllery, 80 disposed as to rake every in a very singular style, which is neither Hats off to the German Kaiser! German soldiers Huns; {t was the German o = :,.",i'n'.".. s e Hhaba et Lepdr 1
spproach. The total amounted to over four English nor American. Perhaps It is Yiddish; The victim of Erglish greed, o Emperor. It was not we who said tha: a cer s and e o ';,d.r.' e et o 3
bundred guns. but 1 am sure, if 8o, It is bad Yiddish. Here Who lived up to his given word tain frightfulpess was necessary in their mill s ol et pe s e
The garvison consisted of five thousand reg- is a good sentence: “The red fluid lost in the Clasped hands with a friend In need. tary occupation; it was their own military an """_\",”.a,.,_'_':"*',(:j:' oS o et 14 be 1ifted
i ular troops under command of General Mor eastern battlefield by Austria and Hungary is a This _!s actually the nearest we get even (o an thorities. Out down our case to the bones of e 1w ,..\."_- .\r 14 1 it - Sl -wln..n
ales. an officer of unguestioned obstinacy and mighty test of blood.” It seems to have been allusgion to the moral cause of the war, and the the utterly indisputable, and t is final and s« g e ‘kh Syt “‘_{_‘_ R e e e '.‘..'.' tatnira hie
| bravery. To redoce the formidable castle and at Srst supposed that it was a test of cochineal allusion Is stightly obscure. The same note is cure. If there is no interpational right, we ars . “'h"‘ - ? s (e yilon . s
fortified city Genersl Scott had but little more They are great on the red fluld In the Con- distantly sounded in the sentence: “Again we necessarily as good as they are. If there !s E: -Ma a,w ;-mt ax admitting de _-a-_
‘ than 12,000 men, divided Into three divisions, tinental Times “Surely,” they argue, “unless say what a contrast o this grand and inspired vight, they are w rong. “; I""Kl-c.’.r,':. ,3“" Shaad ot s s < R T
vader Worth, Twigss and Patterson, the last the terrible revelations which have been made German nation is furnished by the trsitorous Against this stunning simplicity in our case i p_”'"‘j‘ ”,"r"‘,‘ : 3" ',""T g remdingind
| named consisting entirely of volunteers. Dur by the pitiless blade of war have canses deeper land that in an evil and erring moment struck the Germans have nothing to say, save such e Rt e tabiemar - alanE Wr-coniac B
\ fng the progress of the investment of the city than human reason can divine, the day must it slater in the back.” And beyond that, abso floundering irrelevances as I have cited In n.mﬂ'.l.r'-.i:| = "“¢w-'”y"d~] 3 Moanatat e
a ' the marines from the squadron, under Edsom, come when the English people, made sound lutely nothing. number after nmnber of this large paper they B WG SO Se e 38 SO I“:é;;“ S tha
o e with heavy guns from the ships, were added. again by one pure drop of its old yoeman blood, German apologists have first to face one have full room to spread themselves; but they o el el B }'.-'._..l;-‘;j- r-.-nﬁ was Sovad
The American forces were not well pro will rise and rend the men who sold it into the quite simple fact. The English case against grow thinner and thinner as they spread. It ot T e g B =

and that Lembergz s unimporiant in comipan
ut he would be very glad that English
-5 1ld utter such sullen ignoran<e, and

that Euglish readers should belleve IL
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