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BABCOCK'S BUGBEAR

Facts Found by National Indus-
tria!l Comml.;,sion Refute the
Fundamental Assumption of
Tariff-Tinkerers. -

Special to the Plyn.outh Tribune.

WasHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 24
—The near approach of the
opening day of congress has
brought ‘‘the boys” back and
filled the circamambient atmos
phere with the red and blue
licht of political jabber. It is
the harvest of correspondents,
who have been subsisting on
shucks during vacation, and
their eageruness to get interviews
with arriving members is only
exeelled by the eagerness of the
said members to be interviewed
-and arrange for marked copies.

The question, apparently, to
which most geunine interest
attaches, is the proposition to
reopen the tariff. As is well re-
membered, Congressman Bab-
cock sprung this question by
recommending the placing of a
larze number of protected articles
on the free list under the pre-
sumption that the necessity for
protecuve tariff on such articles

goods must be counter balanced
ia the same way or he cannot
compete with the foreign man-
ufacturer. Rebates and draw-
backs where the raw material he
uses has been imported mustalso
be deducted from the foreign
price for his product. These are
the chief causes for the practice
Mr. Babcock has condemned
without understanding and any
one of such reasons in a particu-
lar case is ample, sound and
proper. It is advantageous to
the American people to keep the
mills running and to prevent a
surplus of production.
Notwithstanding these well-
founded excuses for discrimina
tion the industrial commission
finds that the conditions of the
export trade are such as to en-
able the American producer in
80 to 90 per cent of that trade to
charge as much to the foreigner
as to the home consumer. Evi-
dently there is not much materi-
al in this field for the Babcocks
and the democrats. -
Speaking of this phase of the
commission’s report my depart-
menti friend suggested that prices
always range higher in prosper-
oas times than in periods of
adversity aad thatat the same

| ime people have more money to

buy with. Dun’s Review, a non-
partisan publication upon which

has passed away. His reasons pyginess men everywhere rely,

for thinking so are that America
has attained the point where her
manuiacturers are able to meet
foreign competition m foreign
markets 1o the lines he proposes
to unprotect, that the removal
of a protective tariff would in
some cases injure trusts, and
that some concerrs are selling
their product cheaper abroad
than at home.

Of course the democrats every-
where were tickled to death to
have the proposition and the ar-
gument come from a republican
congressman and they are also
greatly pleased whenever they
can find in press or speech any
republican coincidence with Bab-
cock’s views. That thereshould
such republicans isnotsurprising
when one considers the number
of people every where who are
thoughtless and in the habit of
jumping at conclusions or ac-
cepting half truths.

A department officer called my
attention yesterday to a recent
investigation made by the indus-
trial commission and bearing di-
rectly on the Babcock contention
relative to the sale of goods
abroad lower thanat home. The
commission went mto the situa-
tion exhaustively and it founed,
as has never be2en demed, that
certain American manufacturers
do favor the export trade in the
manner charged. though they
form a very small minority of

the whole and they give reasons’

that are satisfactory for adopt.-
ing the policy.

Thus, out of 195 cases inquired
into in the manufacture of metals,
covering practically all of the
exporting in that line, 30 admit-
ted the practice, and in no other
branch of trade was so high a
proportion found. But in all
these cases where the export
trade is supplicd at lower prices
than the domestic buyers pay it
appears that the discrimination

- is more apparent than real when
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the reasons for doing so are

stated. ' The steel trust, for ex-

ample, sometimes sells abroad at
a sacrifice in order to prevent
overproduction in the domestic
trade and keep its fires lighted
and its men employed. C No seri-
ous objection has ever been
made to this very reasonable ar-
gument and certainly no one in
America can find any just ground
~ -for complaint.

Other reasons are to be found

shows that the per capita cost of
living now is $25.29 greater per
year in America than it was in
1897, when the country was at
its lowest ebb. But the average
of earnings is now very much
more than $25.29 greaver than it
was then. The masses of the
people are not only buying more
per capita now than ever before
in the history of the country, but
they are also saving more, as is
shown by the banks, insurance
companies and building and loan
societies.

The important thing, he con-
tinued, is to secure an ample in-
come rather than to buy cheaply.
Work comes first, prices are
secondary. Keep the mills open
and the men employed, sell the
goods in the best markets first
but sell them, and the country
will make a profit on the whole
transaction. The republican
policy is to provide work at good
wages; the democratic policy is
to get things cheap, without any
reference to the ability of the
people to buy. The experience
of the past decade vindicates the
republican idea.

Indiana Raises Lemons.

Evrwoop, Ind.,, Nov. 26—A
lemon, weighing three pounds,
raised on a tree in the green
house of Mrs. May Bradley, in
this city, was sent to Washing
ton yesterday, with a request
that it grace the dinner table of
President Roosevelt on Thanks-
giving day. Last year Mrs.
Bradley sent a similar specimen
to President McKinley, and re-
ceived a note of thanks and the
assurance that her request had
been complied with. The lemon
tree which bears the fruit is
about ten feef high and filled
with lemons. Many of them,
weighing two or three pounds,
have been purchased by travel-
ing men and sent to their houses
handling the imported fruit, to
show how much larger lemons
can be raised in this country.

Sanguine Saltillo.

SALEM, Ind., Nov. 27—The
drill in the oil well on Sugar
creek, near Saltillo, Washington
county, has struck a good flow
of oil and the indications are
that this territory will prove a
good paying oil section. Watfu

somewv;iat, but the operators|

think this can be overcome.
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PROSPECT OF TROUBLE

Agreed to Pension Mrs. McKin-
ley, but Rider for Mrs. Harri-
son has Opposition—Reasons,
Comment and Gossip in the
Affair,

WasHiNgTON, D. C Nov. 26
—Bills providing pensions of
$5,000 annually for the widows
of two presidents cof the United
States are expected to be intro-
duced in the senate on the first
day of congress. One, which
undoubtedly will be handled by
Senator Mark A. Hanna, pro-
vides for a pension for Mrs. Me-
Kinley. The other authorizes
the payment of a pension to Mrs.
Benjamin Harrison. The action
of Mrs, Harrison’s friends in
asking that she be paid a pen-
sion has been the cause of a
great deal of quiet comment and
criticism among those who have
learned of it. :

There are some unusual feat-
ures to the case’ In the first
place Mrs. Harrison was not the
wife of a president, but of an ex-
president. She, it will be re-
membered, spent a great deal of
time at the white house nursing
the first Mrs. Harrison and re-
lieving ‘her of the social duties
of her position. After the death
of Mrs. Harrison Mrs. Dimmick
took charge of the executive
mansion, acting as a sort of
housekeeper for the president.
Mr. Harrison and Mrs. Dimmick
were not married until the form-
er’s term of office had expired.
All the wives of presidents who
drew pensions from the Umited
States actually served as mis-
tresses of the white house.

The friends of the measure

| providing for Mrs. McKinley’s

pension assert that the Harrison
pension bill is being attached to
that for Mrs. McKinley for the
purpose of getting it through
congress without opposition.
There will be no objection to
Mrs. McKinley's bill in either
house. Everyone seems to think
that it will not only be just but
proper for the country to thus
provide for the wife of the mur-
dered president. Mrs. Harrison,
on the other haud, they declare,
does not need the pension, as
Mr. Harrison made ber the chief
beneficiary of his estate, which
was ample to provide for her all
the rest of her life.

Reports come from Indiana
that the children of Mr. Harrison
by his first wife will oppose the
granting of the pension. Itis
said that Russell B. Harrison
has threatened to appear before
the senate committee on pensions
and inform that body that he
knew his father, if possible,
would disapprove of any such
move. Mr. Harrison in his will
practically cut his children off,
leaving most of his money to his
wife. Their antagonism to the
proposed pension 1s taken as a
renewal of the objections which
they made to Mrs. Dimmick be-
fore she married their father.

The matter has been called to
the attention of the senate com-
mittee, of which Senator Galling
er is the chairman, and it is ex-
pected that the committee will
pass on the case before the bill
is introduced. It is possible in
case the committee decifles un-
favorably on Mrs. Harrisca’s
claim to a pemsion that her
friends will withdraw the bill|.
before the commitiee has a

chance to officially recommend
snunhvomhlomport. :
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Tsika, will have their throats
cut.

This was their answer to the
ultimatum said to have been
sent by . Dickinson, but which
Dickinson denied sending, that
the brigands must accept 12,000
liras within ten days or all prev-
ious offers would be withdrawn.
The report is discredited here
and 1s regarded as a threat to ex-
cite sympathy in America, in
order to obtain higher terms for
the brigands.

A blizzard raging in the moun-
tains along the frontier prevents
the operations of the military
gendarmes against the brigands
who have Miss Stone a prisoner.

The storm also makes communi-
cation with her captors impossi-
ble.

VAAAAAAAAAAY VAARARY AAAAAY VWA
CLEM STUDEBAKER DEAD.
SouTH BEND, Ind., Nov. 27
—The death of Hon. Clem
Studebaker occurred at 11:55
today, having been anticipat-
ed for nearly a week, The
members of the family were
at his bedside. The funeral
will take place Saturday af-

ternoon at one o'clock.
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Fierce Encounter Between Handful of
Yankees and Horde of Savage
Bolomen.

MaNiLA, Nov 26—Lieutenant
Lonis J. VanSchaick of the
fourth infantry, who was out
scouting with five men, encount-
ered 150 bolomen who were re-
turning after having sacked the
defenseless town of Siaraca, near
Cavite. Upon seeing the Filipi-
nos, VanSchaick ordered his
men to charge them, The com-
mand was obeyed, and Van-
Schaick, being mounted, reached
the insurgents sixty yards in ad-
vance of his men. He Kkilled
three of them with his revolver.
An insurgent fired his rifle point-
blank at VanSchaick at four
paces but missed. Lieutenant
VauSchaick was knocked from
his horse. He jumped to his
feet and engaged in a hand to
hand conflict with the enemy,
using the butt of his revolver.
He sustaired two severe wounds
one of which nearly severed his
wrist. At this point the lieu-
tenant’s men arrived, rescued
him, and put the insurgents to
flight. VanSchaick is n the
military hospital at Manila, and
is doing well. He has alreadv
been recommended for a medal of
honor for bravery in a previous
engagement.

General Hughes, commander
of the department of the Visayas,
reports that negotiations are
about completed for the surren-
der of the insurgent leader Sam-
son, on Bohol island. This sur-
render will doubtless end the re-
volt against the American au-
thority in Bohol, as Samson is
acknowledged to be the best in-
surgent leader there.

- Runaway Engine at Warsaw.

WARSAW, Ind., Nov. 27—Yes-
terday morning a runaway en-
gine starting at Winona station,
two miles east, crashed into the
rear of another freight train
standing on the Pennsylvania
tracks in this place.

The caboose and three other
cars were smashed to pieces and
thrown across the tracks block-
ing traffic for several hours.
The wreckage took fire, but was
extinguished by the local fire de-
partment. The runaway engine

got away “rom Engineer Kilgore |

while he and his fireman were

engaged in ropairing the air-
lmhmnaemwmrthm

HUNDRED BRITISH CAPTURED

Boers Forced to Release Them
after Heavy Fighting.

Kitchener Emphatically Denies Recent
Story of English Barbarity in Placing
Women and Children in Front In

Battie Which Was Compared With | -

Herod?s Massacre.

LoNDON, Noy. 26—This morn-
ing’s dispatches from South Af-
rica show that the recent fight—
ing near Yilliersdorp, southwest
of Standerton, as to which Lord
Kitchener reported nothing be-
yond the fact that Commandant
Beyers had been captured after
attacking a patrol of 100 railroad
pioneers, was really a serious af-
fair. It seems that Grobelaar's
commando succeeded in sur-
rounding and capturing a British
force of 100 British Cape railway
pioneers. Subsequently, Col.
Bemington came up with re-en-
forcements, and after heavy
fighting compelled the Boers to

i retire and to release their prison-

ers. The British losses included
Major Fisher killed and three
officers wounded. The casual-
ties among the men have not yet
been reported.

With references to the story
that the British placed Boer
women and children in front dur-
ing the fighting at Graspan,
June 6, when General De Wet's
convoy was captured—a story
which has been spread broadcast
as an example of British barbar-
ity—the Daily Mail sent a dis-
patch of inquiry to Lord Kitch-
ener, who replied as follows:

“‘The statement is absolutely
untrue and devoid of all found-
ation, One child was killed and
one woman and one child were
wounded by the Boers.”

As the story has been promi-
nent in the recent anti-Chamber-
lain campaign in Germany, the
Daily Mail has telegraphed Lord
Kitchener’s reply to all the lead-
ing German papers.

William T. Stead, lecturing in
London yesterday, said he thank-
ed God that Germany and
Europe were bold enough to call

baby murder ¢rime. ‘‘Compared
with England’s conduect,” he ex-
claimed, ‘Herod's slaughter

of the innocents was saintlike.
Great Britain ought to be beaten
in this unjust war. In the Amer-
ican war we employed redskins,
just as we have loosed kaffirs
against the Boers, and, thank
God, we were beaten.”

Peculiar Method of Suicide.

DENVER, Nov. 26—News has
reached this city of the suicide
of Judge M. A. Rogers. formerly
of the supreme court of Colorado,
and one of the ablest lawyers in
the state, at Steamboat Springs,
Col. The manner of suicide was
unusual. Judge Rogers laid
down on the ground with a stick
of dynamite under him, and
lighting a cigar, fired the fuse
from it and calmly smoked until
the shock of the explosion end-
ed his life. The act was com-
mitlted against come willows near
Barr river, just inside the town
limits. Judge Rogers had
been at Steamboat Springs all
summer with his wife. No cause
is knuwn for the suicide.

BOMBARDS COLON

 to Make M&q&. '
- Covron, colmbls. Nov. 25—

the warships. To bombard the
town of Colon iv-is absolutely
necessary to fire across the rail-
road tracks, and the railroad
employes have refused to work.

Lieut-Commander MecCrea of
the Machias is the senior naval
officer, and he today expects in-
structions from Washington re-
garding the threat to bombard.
There is much excitement.
Breastworks are being erected
in the public thoroughfares of
Panama. The townsfolk in the
vicinity of these are hastily re-
moving to safer places. All
persons known to be liberals are
arrested on sight. The goveérn-
ment has declared its intention
to contest every inch of ground
if an entrance to the city is af-
fected. The United States gun-
boat Concord. Commander Knox,
has arrived at Panama and the
battleship Iowa, Commander
Perry, is with the Machias in
this harbor.

CITY DEFALCATION SETTLED.

Shortage of Ex-Treasurer Abel of Elk-
hart Is Compromised.

ELKHART, Ind., Nov. 25—The
city finance committee has ac-
cepted $6,000 from the bonds-
men of ex-Treasurer Abel in set-
tlement of his shortage of £9,0069.
The examination by the expert
accountant revealed ithat $4,030
of the shortage was misappro-
priated during his first term,
which ended in September, 1894,
and the law requires that de-
mands for restitution by officials
shall be made within five years
of the close of their term. The
bondsmen threatened to take
advantage of this law if the case
were pushed, and the city com-
promised for $6,000. Abel turn-
ed over to the bondsmen his
property, whose estimated value
is $3,000, and it is said his broth-
er, A. M. Abel of Conway, N.
D., paid $3,000. He held out for
an agreement of immunity from
prosecution, but this was not
granted.

American Purchase in Paris.

PARis, Nov. 26—One of the
finest sites in Paris has become
American property. It is an-
nounced that the Equitable life
insurance company has acquired
the plot of ground on the corner
of the Boulevard des Capucines
and the Rue de la Paim, over-
looking the Grand opera house,
where it intends to build, intro-
ducing the latest American
methods of construction.

Fairy Tale from Tipton.

TipTON, Ind., Nov. 27—War-
ren Warrington, a farmer, had
his fortune told by a Gypsy
woman, while her people were
camping in this vicinity last
week, and among other things
she informed him that treasure
was hidden on his farm. Mon-
day evening while Warrington
was driving through a dilapidat-
ed gate on his farm, his wagon,
heavily loaded with corn, struck
a post knocking it down and un-
covering a tea kettle containing
$1,000 in gold. To make the
story more complete, Warring-
ton is inclined to hunt up the
fortune-teller and give her $100.

Burmed Making Soap.

PERU, Ind., Nov. 25—Mrs. Al-
bert Johnson, .aged thirty, wife
of a prominent farmer living five
miles south of Peru, was burned
frightfully Saturday night. She
|was standing by a fire boiling
|soap when her dress ignited.
'|She was enveloped in flames.
Her children tore her clothes off,
but too late to save her. Death

_r'é momentarily expected.

Auhnﬁvmmﬂ.
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WHO K(LLED POPULISM

Passing of the Party that Swal-
Under

Bryan’s Skyrocket Leadership
—The Air Full of Ominous
Signs in the Northwest.

lowed Democracy

GRAND FoORksS, N. D., Nov. 25
—Is populism dead? Has the so-
called ‘‘reform™ organization,
which came into existence with
the promulgation of the Ocala
platform, and which apparently
absorbed the ‘‘unterrified democ-
racy,” at Chicago in 1896, ceased
to be a factor in national politics?

The foregoing questions haye
been agitated at every political
gathering which has been held
in the northwest during the past
twelve months. It is significant
that wherever these questions
have been discussed in that sec-
tion—once a stronghold of popu-
lism—the answers have been al-
most invariably in the affirmative
even many of the men who at
one time strenuously champion-
ed the pronouncements of the
Ocala convention, or, a few years
later, hysterically described the
Chicago platform as ‘‘a spcond
declaration of independence,” re-
luctantly admitting that the pop-
ulist party, if not actually de-

funct, is* at least in articulo
mortis.
Some of those who were re-

cently leaders in the ‘‘reform”
movement go so faras to predict
that the populists will not again
hold a national convention, or
put another presidential ticket
into the field. Others, more ret-
icent in discussing the party’s
probable future, avoid all refer-
ence to national campaigns but,
express the hope that their
party, by maintaining its organ-
ization in certain sections, may
continue to be a factor in local
politics. These Mark Tapleys
are not sanguine enough, how-
ever, to venture the assertion
that populism will ever again
amount to anything as a national
movement.

Who killed populism? This is
another question which bobs up
for discussion when two or three
politicians get together. It is
heard so cften that it reminds
one of that other famous query,
“Who killed Cock Robin?"

Probably one of these ques-
tions is as importantas the other.
But opinion n the northwest is
very much divided i locating
the responsibility for the *‘snuff-
ing out” of the populist beacon.

Republicans, as a rule, main-
tain that, as populism, at best,
was, never anything more than a
fungous growth, it naturally dis-
appeared before the sunlight of
prosperity which has {loodéd
the land since the first year of
the late President McKinley's
administration. Former leaders
of the populist party assert that
it was fusion which brought the
new party to an untimely grave.
Thbe bolder ones among these
erstwhile party }:hieftains out-
spokenly declare that it was the
leadership of Wm. J. Bryan
which derailed the populist train
and sent it, a hopeless wreck, to
the bottom of the political ditch.

Democrats are not disposed to
talk much about the decadence
of populism. They say it is
“not their funeral,” and many

rof them proclaim that they ‘‘are

disgusted with the unholy alli-
‘ance made at Chicago in 1896,
and are prepared to repudiate
the present leadership of the
democratic party at the first op-
portunity.” It looks, therefore,
as if the passing of populism
wiﬂbﬂngammmnﬁon. if not
a rejuvenation, of the old-time

democracy. Indeed, the political
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